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PREFACE. 



In issuing the third ' and concluding vo- 
lume of the annals of .Madras in the Olden 
Time, the compiler has to do ^^little more 
than express his gratification at having 
completed his original design of illustrating 
the history of the Presidency by means of 
the Government Records, from the period 
of the first foundation of Fort St. George 
in 1639, down to the occupation of Madras 
by the French in 1746-48. The facilities 
afforded him by the Madras Government, 
have thus enabled him to fill up a blank in 
the history of India, and to supply authen- 
tic illustrations of that century of which 
there had been previously no published 
record worthy of the name ; and he sin- 
cerely trusts that the labour) of love upon 
which he has been engaged will afford some 
pleasure to his readers, as well as add to 
their knowledge of the doings in the Presi- 
dency in the days long gone by. 

The present volume, which is somewhat 
thicker than either of its predecessors, pos- 
seases some peculiarities to which attention 
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may be specially drawn. Besides a com- 
plete alphabetical index of names to all the 
three volumes, a curious collection of quaint 
old rules and regulations has been added 
in the shape of an appendix. Above all 
the writer has been able to present his 
readers with a copy of a raluable map of 
"Madras and its Environs in the year 
1733," representing the actual condition 
of the Pi^sidency as it was about a hun- 
dred and thirty years a^. This map 
was originally drawn durmg the admin- 
istration of Governor (Jeorge Morton Pitt, 
and has been preserved in the depart- 
ment of the Chief Engineer. Moreover, in 
order to illustrate the changes which have 
taken place since that period, a correspond- 
ing map has been drawn on the same sheet 
of " Madras and its Environs in the present 
year of grace 1861." At the same time two 
plans of the Fort St George at correspond- 
ing dates are exhibited on the same sheet. 
For this map, which so exactly illustrates 
the outward appearance of Madras in the 
Olden Time, the compiler and his readers 
are equally indebted to the Madras Govern- 
ment. 

In thus announcing the completion of 
the first series of " Madras in tne Olden 
Time," the compiler by no means wishes 
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it to be inferred that his labours on the 
Records of this Presidency have been 
brought to a close. A glorious half cen- 
tury yet remains, which commences with 
the conquest of the Camatic, and ends with 
the fall of Seringapatam, and final triumph 
of the British arms from sea to sea. But 
this period requires a different treatment 
from that which has been adopted in dealing 
with the history of the preceding century. 
The political and military transactions 
of the period have already perhaps been 
sufficiently narrated by Orme, Wilks, Duff, 
and other writers, whose names and works 
are alike generallv known. Accordingly 
it has been deemed expedient to commence 
an entirely new work, which shall be alto- 

5 ether independent of the present annals. 
Jut this proposed plan is not yet suffi- 
ciently matured, and indeed, the engage- 
ments of the compiler demand a brief brea- 
thing time. However, in thus presenting 
the public with the completion of his first 
work on the history of this Presidency, 
he may be permitted to express a hope 
that but a short time will elapse before he 
may be able to resume his historical illus- 
trations of Madras in the Olden Time. 

Madras, "i 

18^Ai)ecemfc6rl861./ 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 

CHArXER XXXV. 



GOVJEHNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES »tACRAK. 

1727. 

In the previous volume we brought the auiial& 
of Mr. Macrae's government down to the middle 
of 1727. The present chapter comprises extracts 
from the records of six months only, namely the 
consultation books of the latter half of the year 1727, 
the selections we have made are almost entirely 
confined to three subjects. First, to the general 
survey of the houses, gardens, and other tenements 
within the Company's territories, which was car- 
ried out this year by a Committtee acting in three 
divisions. Secondly, to the case of a Mr. Colin 
Campbell, who hanng lost large suras by specu- 
lating in>the South Sea Company and other bub- 
bles of the day, had betaken himself to Madras to 
retrieve his fallen fortunes ; and who, being called 
upon to give his reasons for not paying the sums 
he owed in England, delivered in such a singularly 
well written explanation of his circumstances, that 
we have thought proper to preserve his narrative 
entire. Thirdlv, to the remodelling of the Mayor's 
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Coudj which wag granted by tlie Royiil Charter 
ofl7!^tj, and Wiis can'ied out this year hi the 
Madriii Preaidency. 

Governor Macrae^a survey of the towa and 
suburbs of Madras, as they were aome hundred 
and thuty years ago, may be beat underatowl by 
reference lo the consultatiou of i Uth December, 
172*1, ia which the following entry appears. 

** Monday, 1 9th December, 1726. The President 
moves that a general survey may be made of all 
kouse^i teuemeuts, {gardens and grounds, within 
the cxleut of the Honorable Company's bounds, 
that arc not ft>rujed and comprehended under a 
covvle from them, in order to a better proportioned 
assessnient, and for improving and makini; more 
effectual in future the revenue of Quit rent imd 
Seavenger'a duty ; wiiich i^ agreed to as the most 
eftVctual expedient, and most conducive to the end* 
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ther, dividing the whole extent of the bounds in 
three divisions ; and that they report the same the 
5 th of April next, because the Company's imme- 
diate service will not permit them to perfect it 
sooner." 

I he reports of the three several Committees were 
not delivered in till the 27th of June, 1727. These 
Imports we shall give at length, as they throw con- 
siderable light upon the condition of the Native 
inhabitants generally, and especially upon the 
state of sanitary reform in the olden time. It will 
be seen that the Committee of six was required to 
act in three divisions of two members each ; each 
division taking up a particular part of the Com- 
pany's territory. At the conclusion of their 
labours each division sent in a book of assessment 
which does not appear to have been preserv- 
ed ; accompanied by a separate report already 
mentioned. Of the three reports it will be re- 
marked that the third and last is by far the best, 
and a sort of story belongs to it. The two Com- 
mittee men appointed in that particular survey were 
both carried away by death; and Mr. Samuel 
Hyde was appointed to undertake their duty sing- 
ly. Mr. Hyde was strongly recommended to the 
Madras Government by the Court of Directors 
when first sent out to India ; both on account of 
his superior qualifications and the very high family 
to which he belonged. Mr. Hyde appears to have 
been a member of the great Clarendon family, 
which presented vicissitudes as extraordinary as 
those in the life of Governor Macrae. Anne Hyde, 
daughter of the great Chancellor, had been the 
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first wife of James II ; and if wc mistake not, her 
jO^aixlinotlier was a vilbge girl who many yeai*s be- 
fore huil gone to London to getk her fortune as 
a domestic ^erfant. But wc have no space to 
d^ircll upon the general vidssitndes of families, aiiii 
at once proceed to ejttract the reports of the Com- 
iiiitt^ie of Survey. 

Tlie report of the SoHtli and Eastern divklon 
was aa follows. 

*'To the Honordble Jamca Macrae, Esq*, and 
Conneih 

** Honorable Sirs, 

*' In pursuance to your orders of Council of the 
1 9th of la&l Beecmherj we now lay before your 
Honors our Book of Assessment on the dlnsion 
which fell to onr lot ; whieh were all the Com- 
pany's bound to the southwaid of theWijite Town, 
one side of the Choultry Street j and all the Black 
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ed to put on the rich the small sums we took of 
the poor. Some were so poor that we were oblig- 
e^l to take all off ; others we eased by taking off a 
few fanams. These persons are described in one 
of the columns of our Book of Assessment by the 
words " very poor," being wrote over against the 
persons' names ; and those which we eased by only 
taking off a part of the duty, are described by the 
word ** poor ' being wrote over against their names. 

** We once thought that calling in the Bills of 
sale for the Black inhabitants house, would have 
helped us in making a more proportionable assess- 
ment than formerly ; but upon their being brought 
us we found most of them to be old bills of a 
great many years standing, amounting to small 
sums of money ; so that on viewing the several 
houses, we found the greatest part of them had 
been made new and large houses long since the date 
of the bills of sale. Wherefore we were forced to 
proportion our assessment by the largeness and 
value of their houses, and ability of the possessors, 
as near as we could judge. 

" Our new assessment within our division 
amount to 10 pagodas 6 fanams in the Quit rent 
more than in the last B«nt BoU ; and in the Scaven- 
ger's duty it comes to 15 fanams less. We should 
have been willing to have made a greater increase 
in these branches of the Company's revenues, could 
we have judged the inhabitants in circumstances to 
bear it, 

*'In and about Triplicane we found 67 houses 
and gardens which had no Quit rent laid upon 
them ; so that we assessed each of them as near 
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tss wc coM judge the vnlue of tlieirij and it 
amounts to 1 65 pagodas 31 fauams. These gardens 
Iiave most of them been made out of sandy spots of 
ground, and are a great improvement to the place ; 
but are as near as we can le-ara moi'e an expense 
to the DWTiei^ than any real gain to their estates, 

" We have gone through all the streets in Tri- 
plicane Town hut eould find rery few houses to 
assess ; tlie inhabitants thereof being mostly Brah- 
mins, maintained by the merehantSi and poor pain- 
ters, gardeners J and other lab on ring people. 

** Thus haWng given your Honors an account of 
onr transactions in obedience to your orders of 
Council, we hope for your favourable approval 
thereof as no pnins or fatigue therein have been 
spared by 

HoBourablc Sirs, 
Your most obedient himible Sen^ants, 
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methods we have taken to concur with your inten- 
tions. 

" In the Black Town we find 638 houses ; the 
former Quit rent and Scavenger's duty hud thereon, 
both amounted to 613 pagodas and 7 fauams, 
which we have now raised to 687 pagodas and 9 
fanams, the difference is 24 pagodas and 2 fanams. 

*' In the Mutteal pettah are 1405 houses, and 
among them we believe there are not ten worth 
300 pagodas each, and the inhabitants all misera- 
bly poor. Some are Carpenters, Peons, and Coolies, 
and great numbers of beggars and Brahxnins, who 
live in straw huts on the sand upon chanty. 
Others are poor widows and children, who threw 
themselves at our feet as we passed along. We took 
off these sort of people a few fanams, and shared 
it among those whom we thought, by the appear- 
ance of their houses and the information we could 
get of their circumstances, better able to bear it. 
The former Quit rent and Scavenger's duty to- 
gether amounted to 410 pagodas and 3 fanams; 
the present amount to 457 pagodas and 29 fanams. 
So that we have raised here 47 pagodas and 26 
fanams ; and we humbly offer our opinion, it is 
as much as possible can be done without distres- 
sing the subjects. 

" To the northward of this Mutteal pettah are 
26 gardens, two whereof are under cowle ; viz. 

Maria Pols, which pays pagodas 70 per annum. 

The Company's Garden 351 do. 

Total... 421 
by this no one thinks the renters can get any thing. 



'Hie iiMMrtlfit «/f IIm iA\t^ limat : 

'^H jMIUililim Mini \i UUMU%, ttLAfai vt 

t-niofil (ii A I nriKrifliif nml 27 Cuuist ; m> itac Ik 
t«^«M>^«i> {« #:1 |tn|tfNla« «iul IS fttUHEtti. 

*mW ttf our Diiiity'ii Kiini«M prudBoa ih* 
f^«v^H« ^H>lh|t M ptiHiiMii but a lN-»pc^ tttb ; lew- 
|M>'4« ^^«' liH^i* Irtid (III lilm but one p»?r^ per 
^^«^^^^^ i«U« \\w utihlmi of ('libiiuh MuttuL. 

\>v ^^^ \\\ \\y\\\[\\\\ what |mrt cyf thU re%«miie 
»i.4 4 Kv^ v\N ^ \ \\>H» vvu»U» oir til pnilU nml loM,wludi 
«^uu*K^«^^\ «HK'mvU^I \\\ V(MI or «iO() |uif(ocia«!, hap- 
>•, i^t ^tiui \Kk\ \\h\^\\%^ IIh* Htnitfii K^neral aud 
Uxo%4i^M ti«4« .»U4\\« mmlt« ii(t IiIn roll in Auf^ust 
(^o s\\^ \y^\ K4K^muj4 t iHsfdrt) whidi is expimi 
..ks^a uMuik'i4 v»t |Hv|Oi» gvmiriilly (li4i in (l<;bt, aud 
Is^^w ut^Kuivi \i\\K M iHHU* willow nml diiblrKti, who 
ON' tv'usil U' «uUv4 (Wu' |kHn uiul paiiH to \>t ftold 
^o K\\ ^ \vk \ \^i Hull' a di»44'U fHiiaiiiit Quit rent ; 
04 J 4^u4H> y>\ww »4iv Uml Khvo iiuihiii^ but the b^rc 
iu.4v \h\\ Ik> vm , ihnl \\o (MMUHti ihm* how it can lie 

t\>'MHAl lU^UI^ «U4'U lUuUlhltloM ill' |MN)r jN^oph*, 

umI <iuU .* Ui<4o <«um 4*1 iiHUM^v lo br (Hj)lf*c'te<l in 

^Ki' v<4U\' M114I uu'llHt4l ys\> liavo Inkni in this 
■iilnii v\4' h4i)H> >ull mtH>l ,Nuur Unnor'i approlja- 
Siv^i . i^'4\ui>^ \\\\\\^ bad al Jirart our Honorable 
M.4iM'*j \\\\\\w ^\\Ww\ vsIionu w(i arCf and 
\k\\\x llouorii 
Miuii obmlbtut liuinblu ncrvants, 
Randal Fowke, 
Jamkm IIuiibabi*." 
\\\\^ \\\\\\\, aud uu»»l luiporlaiit rojiort of all, rc- 
l\»IUil Iv* llu» t'wnlial dlviiiyu of Jilack Town, and 
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was written as before said by Mr. Samuel Hyde. 
It was as follows. 

" Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

" In compliance to your Honor's order for finisU- 
ing the survey of that part of the Black Town 
called the Pedda Naick Pettah, formerly under the 
direction of Messrs. Houghton and Pyot deceased, 
I herewith present a new Roll of rates for the 
same ; whereby will appear such alterations as I 
have thought necessary for the relief of the poor and 
benefit to the Honorable Company : the whole 
amounting to 1329 pagodas 19 fanams; and the 
advance gained thereby 85 pagodas and 26 fanams ; 
which I believe is the most the inhabitants can 
bear, and is submitted to your Honors for your 
approbation. 

** As the annual and strenuous recommendation 
from the Honorable Court of Directors to this Pre- 
sidency, for preventing of the bad debts yearly out- 
standing on the Scavenger's account, have been 
the chief motives for your Honor's appointing this 
survey ; I have carefully examined how those debts 
have arose, and found the whole remains of the 
last years to be 174 pagodas, 17 fanams and 40 
cash ; of which above 60 pagodas arises from per- 
sons leaving their houses uninhabited ; the humour 
of the people being such, that in crises of mortality^ 
or misfortunes they had rather go up the country, 
and suffer their houses to decay maiiy years for 
want of repairs, than sell them out of the family. 
The Scavenger can have no defence against such 
loss, and though the said debts are wrote off for 
that year, yet the annual rates of these houses are 

2 
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(tmtinued in the saooeeding Beat EoU, though it 
K uuoeitaiu when the onTiers will retom. The 
«Lme I may ««y of the many places ia the Black 
Town and Ptfttah, thai have continued empty with- 
out houac^ or improFement thereon for many years, 
a* max be oliaerved in the BoU now presented ; ali 
which were eharg^ed according to the old ratea 
amounting to upwards of 35 pagodas, though the 
Scarengex had Little probability of receiYiug any 
pait of iu The reason thai has been given for th^ 
custom is, that by oonrin«ing them on the Beat 
Boll thry may ibe Ketter remember the <^ tax 
that Has laid on such grounds, and to endeavour a 
iwxnw of the sanM% when the owner shall return ; 
though 1 never yet knew or heard of such debts so 
iw\>\ oix\l, and it is to be feared the multiplicity of 
au<^ vacant j^accs may in time lay waste great 
f»an of the Klac^ Town. The owners of many of 
them aiY^ imknown, and out of memcny ; and others 
nominalh' known, yet no one k^nows whereto 
€nd them, or how to apph for the purchasing 
their giv^unds, and ODOsequenUy the grounds must 
l>e u»*les*. Whereas were these grounds publicly 
•i^ld f^v the paN ment of the Company's Quit rent, 
and the oxxrplus lie^x^t^sl in the Company's cash 
f vr the lienettt of such as shall hereafin- make good 
their tc^ims ; such |^aof» would W rebuilt or im- 
|uv\vhI, and the whole Town in a constant employ. 
*' The ittKt of the l^d *k4us arise from the poverty 
N' tha iuhahitauts, of nhom thousands that pay the 
t\\ni|^am half a fanam and upwaiUs per month, 
hav^^ iH^ belter means of supporting thenM»ehYs and 
fiMuiiie* thau by l^tii^r nvw coolx hiiv, and such 



17J7.I ttlSTOaY or MADRAS* 11 

low business. By which the most industrious 
cannot gain above 18 to 20 fanams per month, 
with rice &om their friends and relations. 

" The unfortunate death of Messrs. Houghton 
«nd Pyot, lat« Scavengers, having prevented their 
good intentions in representing many inconveni- 
ences arising from the evil customs now practiced 
in the Black Town, and the better management c^ 
that business for the future ; I therefore beg leave 
to mention what of them I can remember to have 
heard proposed, had they survived the repoi-t now 
made to this Honorable Board. 

*' It has been a frequent complaint to the Sca« 
venger that, notwithstanding the great assessment 
with which the inhabitants are yearly charged, the 
streets are yet in a most abominable and filthy 
condition ; which I presume will be found to arise 
from the insufferable custom of the inhabitants— 
in the streets ; their perpetually throwing out of 
ushes and house dirt ; their hogs and buffaloes and 
horses in the streets, all which make a constant 
litter, which the small number of carts allowed by 
tlie Company connot clear away. Wherefore I 
humbly propose that an order be issued that no 
person whatever be suffered to make free in the 
streets ; or keep any hogs, buffaloes or horses, but 
in their compounds ; and for the better and more 
easy carrying away the dirt and ashes which is thu 
produce of every house, I should think it but a 
small trouble for the several inhabitants to cany 
their dirt to some one or more places that shall be 
appointed for a general dunghill in cveiy s^:eet| 
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which the Scavenger can take care to have re- 
moved every morning. 

" It is a most grievous custom for every house 
to have a sink hole to receive the house water ; 
which arc dug in the open street, and lie uncovere<l 
in the passages, or perhaps two or three long 
stones cast over them, but yet not sufficient to 
prevent the passengers and especialiy children from 
falling into them. Besides the intolerable stench 
that proceed from them is so very strong, that it 
is justly complained of as one of the greatest 
nuisances in the Black Town ; and yet is easily re- 
medied by obliging such persons to cover them, 
and that in such a manner as to be on a level with 
the foot path. 

" The wells have not been publicly repaired 
since Governor Collet's time ; and are now become 
dangerous to young persons that draw water, and 
by scattering the water make a dirty kennel in the 
street ; encouraging the hogs to wallow and vermin 
to breed in them ; all wliich were formerly reme- 
died by repairing the wells, and to which I find 
the neiglibours are willing to contribute according 
to their abilities. 

" The frequent encroachments in the streets 
grow so general, that without care be timely taken 
the passages will become too narrow for pas- 
sengers, and pernicious to the health of the Town 
in so warm a climate. Almost every house lately 
built has encroached further into the street, by en- 
larging the house, or by raising pials of two and a 
half feet hifjh, and other parade before the doors, 
pf stouc or brick, from 10 to 30 inches higher 



rmi HISTORY OF MADEAS. 13 

than the common path and from 6 to 9 feet into 
the street, which serve only for the makers' use 
and throw off the passengers. Whereas were the 
same stone or brick work on a level with the path 
(as in the White Town), " they would be as a 
general pavement. There are innumerable Smiths, 
Cajan's shops and Sheds, Buttecas, and small 
brick houses, built against the front of other large 
houses which come six or eight feet into the street, 
and are from eight to sixteen feet long, which pay 
no Quit -rent to the Company. Likewise several 
parcels of large stones or timbers, planks and pal- 
meiras, aU which are so many encroachments upon 
the streets, and turn aside the passengers. 

" Many persons expose to sale cloth, brass 
ware, and other goods, oy spreading of matting 
&c, in the middle of the street, wfich pester the 
passage, and can be of no account but saving 
Butteca rent ; while the Honorable Company's 
Buttecas remain neglected, to the loss of the But- 
teca farmer, and the lessening of that revenue to 
the Honorable Company. 

" These are what have fallen under my observa- 
tion, and though they may seem in themselves 
trifling, yet as I do not doubt but they will con- 
tribute very much to the wholesomeness, beauty, 
and good order of the city, I hope your Honors 
will excuse the presentation from 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 
Samuel Hydb." 
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No immediate action seems to have resulted from 
these reports, beyond the sale by public outciy of 
some lands where the ownership was doubtful ; 
but the reports themselves will no doubt be found 
very interesting, especially to those of our readers 
who are familiar with the present state of Black 
Town, or who have taken an active part in sani- 
taiy reform. 

Our next extracts, referring to the peculiar case 
of Mr. Colin Campbell, will explain themselves. 
The name is certainly a remarkable one, at the pre- 
sent moment, though we believe not uncommon in 
Scotland ; and would seem to indicate that the 
gentleman in question belonged to the same family 
as the present Lord Clyde. The circumstances of 
the case are best explained by the following entry 
in the consultations. 

" Monday, 3rd July, 1727. The Honorable the 
•* Court of Directors, having in their letters by the 
Princess of Wales" ordered us to assist Captain 
John llaye and others in the recovery of debts 
from Mr. Colin Campbell to a very considerable 
amount, the said Colin Campbell was called be- 
fore us and payment demanded. "Whereupon he 
delivered in writing an answer, importing in sub- 
stance that the said Captain John Haye had no 
reason to treat him the said Colin Campbell in so 
scurvy a manner ; that the whole of what he 
brought out with him was less than £300 ; that he 
spent a part thereof for payment of his disburse- 
ments at Deal and other places, and part for his 
passage money ; that the remainder was most of it 
expended here l)efore he could get an employ, and 
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ibat when he had one, the small adventure and 
little advantage he made thereon did but barely pay 
his table expenses in the voyage ; so that he Iwth 
now left scarce any thing more than to pay his pas- 
sage to Europe, whither he says he proposes to go. 

*' The answer of Mr. Campbell was ordered to 
be entered ; and it was agreed, that as every one 
of ns are fiilly convinced of the truth thereof, that 
we so allow Mr. Campbell to go to Europe if he 
please ; and that he be not molested here on ac« 
count of the said demand, since he is desirous of 
returning to England where the claims may be 
demanded the same." 

The letter of Mr. Colin Campbell to Governor 
Macrae and Council was as follows. The reader 
will scarcely fail to remark upon the superiority of 
the diction over most of the extracts we have made 
from the records. 

** Honorable Sirs, 

'* Being commanded to deliver in writing an 
answer to some charges and demands laid against 
me from England, and lately transmitted hither ; 
I shall hei-e give as true a state of those affairs as 
the distance of time and remoteness from my 
books and papers will allow ; being the same in 
substance with what I informed the Honorable the 
President and Council by word of mouth upon ex- 
amination* I therefore declare to the best of my 
knowledge as follows. 

*' Captain John Haye, having presented a peti- 
tion to the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
the affairs of the East India Company against me, 
wherein he has stated the affair between him and 
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me in the basest manner, and has represented me 
in a very unjust and odious character ; I am ob- 
ligecl in my own vindication to 1)e somewhat more 
particular in relation to him than I ever intended, 
in the general I might safely appeal for a charac- 
ter before my misfortunes to all the Gentlemen 
who knew me in this army in Spain, the latter end 
of the late Queen's reign, and to all those of the 
garrisons in Minorca after that time ; to the high- 
est of whom I had the honour to be well known, 
and sened in many different stations both in Ca- 
talonia and Port Mahon without blemish or re- 
proach ; and my character is sufficiently known in 
London, not to have ever given any room for such 
base and malicious reflections as have been thrown 
upon me by that Gentleman ; and had I been 
guilty during the general infatuation in South Sea 
time, and in time of my greatest necessities, of 
contributing to the hurt of others, knowingly and 
wilfully, I should \ye the first to condemn myself, 
and could not find fault with such as would join 
in the same accusation against me. But 1 cannot 
help thinking it the severest of all cjilaraities, to 
have my reputation in danger of being destroy- 
ed, by drawing me in so very bad colours ; and 
that ray misfortunes, a fate almost universal and 
common to thousands besides me at that time, 
should be charged upon me as a crime. The far 
greater part of persons engaged in dealings at that 
unlucky juncture were involved in the same niin, 
and consequently proved the unhappy occasion of 
making many others share in their sufferings, 
which was also mv most unfortunate case. 
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'' A great many years are past since Captain 
Haye and I were first acf^uainted, having served to- 
gether in tlie same Kegiment for sometime at Fort 
Mahon, where it was well known what offices of 
friendship I did him ; but more particularly by 
venturing my whole fortune -by ray credit with 
Mr. Neale, then Pay Master General, to raise him 
from an Ensign to Captain, at a time when not 
one person wmild give him the least assistance 
either by their money or credit. Many years after 
that, I having sold out of the army and settled in 
London, Captain Haye anived there in the South 
Sea year 1720 ; and hearing that I was in very 
flourishing ci^eiunstances, he eame to me to ask 
advice how to employ a small sum of money, not 
exceeding as I can remember £600. My opinion 
was to put it into South Sea stock, then upon the 
rise ; but he chose rather to put it into my hands, 
begging me to allow him good interest for it. 
To serve him I complied with his request, paying 
him for some months 10 per cent per month. He 
having gaified considerably by these means, I 
thought it unreasonable for him to expect that I 
should always keep it at so high a premium, and so 
very miich above what any body else would allow, 
and therefore made him take his money back 
agun. Upon which he bought a bargain in York 
Buildings Stock for time ; but it happening to fall 
considerably before the term of payment came, he 
complained to me that he and his family were 
ruined if I did not help him ; and did by his im- 
portunity prevail upon me to deliver him from 
that barg^m and to take it upon myself, which 

3 
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was an actual loss to me of £400 ; that being the 
difference between the price of the Stock at the 
time he purchased it and the time I paid for it. 
After this he teazed me till I took his money a 
second time, being about £800, bnt at lower 
msury, being at the rate of 8 or 4 per cent per 
mensem. If I remember right, sometime after- 
wards he, having noaed some mosey by taking in 
•ubscriptiona from sundry persona to a Bubble 
tailed the North Sea ; which be did by giving 
notes promising so ninch North Sea Stock for 
money zeoeived, at the same time sinking six 
pence on every half crown, for his notes ran onlv 
two shillings for a half crown paid him ; — witn 
money raised in this manner, he bought £830 in 
South Sea Stock. This happening soon to fall in 
a very precipitant manner, he came to me about 
the be^uing of September, eomplaining in his 
wonted style, that he and hia family would be 
ruined if I did not help him in this distress, by 
taking that Stock off his hands. I refused it on ac- 
count of being too deeply concerned in Stocks al- 
ready. He then proposed that I shonld buy it of 
him at time, allowing him an advance ; to which 
he pressed me with great earnestness, and pre- 
vailed upon me to give a bond for said £330 Stock, 
to pay him £2600 in three months ; being a very 
extravagant advance. Stocks falling soon after to 
a very low rate, involved me in utter ruin, and 
put it absolutely out of my power to comply with 
that or other bargains I had then depending. As 
to the sum of £800 which I had taken at the 
alxn-ementioned usury, I did all that was in my 
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power, even after I was ruined, to clear it ; which 
my wife and I did to near £4i 00, as by his re- 
ceipts appears. She out of c ompassion to his 
ftunily sold some of her jewels to raise him money ; 
and sometime after, when I had no way to find 
more, I gave him pictures and other things to the 
value of the remainder of my note. But he, not 
waiting for a proper time to dispose of them, sold 
for five and twenty pounds^ as he acquainted me, 
what cost me about four hundred pounds some 
years before. By all which it appears, that of all 
my creditors. Captain Haye has the least reason 
to persecute me, though the only one that has done 
it, and though since my misfortunes, I having often 
reduced myself to the last necessities to supply 
him. His troubles, which he maliciously imputes 
to me, are chiefly owing to his fraudulent manage- 
ment in the North Sea Bubble, as above rdated. 

** As to his charge of my carrying large sums 
of money with me to India, nothing can be more 
ridiculous and inconsistant. Can it be supposed 
that any man in his senses would part with his 
family, country, and friends, and at my age, to live 
in India under dependance on strangers, and enjoy 
so large a fortune as £30,000, as he used to give 
out in all places wben I was at home. Had I 
been possessed of so much money, could I not 
have retired to many parts in Europe, where I 
might have lived more at my ease and satisfaction, 
in case my creditors would not have suffered me to 
do so in England. But what shows the falsehood 
as well as malice of that charge to a demonstration is 
this. Had I been possessed of any sums of money. 
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the law would certainly have given him as well a9 
others a right to them ; and sure I am he left no* 
methods untried to find oul and seize all he could 
of mine while he was in England. But it is very 
easy for any person concerned to know, if they 
please, what money I brought abroad with me. 
All I had was delivered into Captain Charlea 
Small's hands, with whom I came out hither ; 
which was a veiy small Sttm^ and was les- 
sened before I got to^ this place by my ex- 
pences at Deal, Povtsroouih, and aboard ship ; 
and my living out of business for above a 
twelve month afler my arrival here exhausted the 
little money I brought out with me. When by 
favour of the Honorable Grovemor I went to China 
last year, I carried « but a small sum with me, 
which I took up at 16 per cent Kespondentia, and 
which produced not much more than defrayed the 
expence of my table and other charges to and 
from ChisB. So that at present I have not more 
than will enable me to pay ray passage back to 
England, ami anawer my e:&peiices here, till I can 
meet with a favo«rable opportunity to* return. 

" As to Mr. Wordsworth's and Mr. lieathcote's 
demands, I am veiiy sensible that they would not 
have given me any trouble had not Captain Haye 
raised such false and malicious reports of my flying 
to India with large sums of money ; they having 
never given me any disturbanee the four years I 
was in EngUind from the time of my misfortunes,, 
for which I reckon myself extremely obliged to 
them. I believe they were then convinceil of the 
badness of my circumstances, as well as of my in- 
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clination to do all that was in my power ; having 
given them for a further security all the stock I 
had left. There were many sums of money due to 
me ; upon account of bargains in stocks and 
otherwise; but I was not able to recover 
above JB200 of all that was owing me, and my cir- 
cumstances did not permit me to carry on law suits 
to endeavour to recover any more. 1 gave those 
Gentlemen such securities for their money as they 
judged very good at that time, and which thea 
sold above the value of the sum borrowed ; and by 
the contracts and defeasances passed between us, 
they had full power and authority without my con- 
sent, to sell said securities and pay themselves at 
what time they pleased. But it was a great mis- 
fortune to them and me that they did not sell 
those securities, as they were empowered to do. I 
came to India with no other view than to tiy my 
last and utmost endeavour to get money, in order to 
give some satisfaction to those gentlemen and 
others ; being unwilling to have any reason to re- 
proach myself with having neglected any means, 
or the least probability of any that might put it in 
my power to do justice to those that suffer by my 
misfortunes. To this view I sacrificed all the 
ease and happiness I was possessed of, and sub- 
mitted to a voluntary banishment, and to the great- 
est distance from my family, friends and country. 
It is unfortunate for my creditors as well as me 
that my design has miscarried ; there remaining 
nothing now to do in these parts ; so that I pro- 
pose to return in some months, and shall very 
willingly give all my creditors a fair state of my 



93 



RISTORT OP MADEA8. 



(1717. 



drcumstances as soon as it pleases God to bring 
me safe back to England. 

** AH the above related particulars, I declare to 
be true to the best of my memoiy and knowledge. 

' Colin Campbell." 
Fort St. (M)rge, Jidy 8th 1277." 

Wo now turn to the third and last subject in 
the pri'scnt chanter, namely the reorganisation of 
the Mayor's ( ourt. A detailed account of the 
tMitablishment of a municipality by the Charter of 
1QS7, has already been given in a preceding chap- 
ter. 11ie exercise of judicial powers however 
hatl never l>een Ivised on a satisfactory foundation, 
but» " in 17««;* says Mr. Mill, " a Charter was 
gnmtetK by whioh the Company were permitted to 
ealablish a' May«w's Court at each of their three 
pi>p»H)euoiea« IVHttbay* Maiiras, and Calcutta ; 
tHW»i»liug of a Majtwp and nine Aldermen, empow« 
yhtihI Io deeiile in civil cases of all descriptions. 
VVmu this jurisdiction^ the l^re9ident and Coimcil 
wtw ciwlc^l intt> a l\>urt of Appeal. They were 
aU> VK»stc*l with the jwwrr of liokling Courts of 
i^uartcr Sc^tsiiw hvt the exenise of penal judicature 
iu all casea« excepting tho»c of high ticnaon. And 
a t Vurt of Kcuuc^^ or CiHirt of Cooscsenoe, was 
in«titutcd« <Vw the tWeisiiHi by summair fwoeednre 
of (KKninianr ipie«tions of inconsidefable amonnt.'* 
With this uititHiuction we place the extracts firom 
the rec^vrds n^miu; U^ these new amuuccmmta. 

'* Miw«lay. Uth Augtist. 17^7. Tlie IVsident 
repwseutrtl to the IWnl. that the time for putting 
in exccutii^n the Ro\*;d Charter wa$ reiy near : and 
that thei^£>i^ it would bo mw^wanr ' to come to 
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tome resolutions agreeable thereto. That the 
death and absence of Messrs. Higg^nson, Woolley, 
Way and Monro, having occasioned four vacancies, 
it was necessary to supply them according to the 
rules of the Charter ; whirh was accordingly done 
by appointing Messrs. Thomas Weston, William 
Monson, John Bulkelay, and Edward Bracstone, 
Aldermen in the room of the said four persons. 

" Mr. Higginson having been by the said Charter 
appointed Mayor, and it being provided therein 
that the President and Council should in case of 
his death nominate the first Mayor, — It was 
imanimously agreed to appoint Mr. John Powney 
to that station. 

" Ordered that Thursday next be appointed for 
swearing the Mayor and Aldermen, and putting in 
execution His Majesty's Charter for so far as re- 
lates to the Mayor's Court/' 

" Thursday, 17th August, 1727. This being 
the day that the Honorable President and CouncU 
had appointed for putting in execution the new 
€harter, and the Town having received notice ac- 
jcordingly ; the Gentlemen appeared on the parade 
on horse back with the Guards, Peons and coun- 
try music ; and about nine in the morning pro- 
ceeded to the Company's Garden house in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Major John Roach on horaeback at the head of a 
Company of Foot Soldiers, with Kettle drum. Trumpet, 
and other music. 

The Dancins Girls with the Country music. 

The Pedda Naik on horse back at the head of his Peons. 

The MarshaU: with his staff on hurse hack. 

The Court Attorneys on horse back. 
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The Kcgiitnir carrying tbci old CB»rt«r mi horeo back. 
The Stfrjcantfl ¥i-ith their Muces mj home back* 
The old Mayor ou tlie right handj 

aud the new on the left. f ^^ w it. i' 

The Alderrucn two and two all ont **'^ Iwlb^raieri. 

liorae ba^k* ) 

Tho Guuipsmy'ii Chief PwB on horse bo^k, witJj hu 

pen lis* 
Tho Bheriff with a White Wand on hor&e bocik. 
Tlie Chief Gentry in the Town on horse buck. 

'^ In tills nianuer they proeeeded from the fm- 
mdc through Middle giite street into the Black 
Town, and so out fit Annenian bridge gutc, 
through the Ptidda Naik pcttnh to the Company's 
fianlen, where the President and CouncU were 
mi't to rf^teive lb em." 

" The old and new Mayors being come to the 
Company's Garden hou:jc in the form mentioned, 
th«y were admitted j where tlie President adininis- 
t« rcxl the oath of nl]egi4'ince anrl the Mayor's oath to 
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Our next extracts refer to the institution of the 
other Courts, and will explain themselves. 

" Tuesday, 22nd August, 1727. It being ap- 
pointed by the Charter, that the President and 
the five Senior Counsellors, should in thirty days 
after the receipt of the same, be and constitute a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Goal delivery ; 
the said President with George Morton Pitt, Esq., 
Messrs. John Eoach, Bandal Fowke, and Samuel 
Hyde, accordingly took the oaths of allegiance and 
of office. Mr. Bobert Syroonds one of the Seniors 
being absent will be sworn on his arrival." 

" Monday, 11th September, 1727. It being 
necessary that there be a Court of Justice for de- 
ciding small debts ; for the relief of the poor who 
cannot afford the charges necessarily attending the 
forms of proceedings in the Mayor's Court, and 
would therefore otherwise be defrauded of their 
just dues. It was agreed that the five Justices of 
the Peace appointed by the Royal Charter, be also 
appointed Justices of the Choultry, and to decide 
causes of that kind as far as 20 pagodas value." 

" Monday, 27th November, 1727. The Com- 
mittee nominated to inspect the list of fees ap- 
pointed to be paid in the Mayor's Court, report- 
ing that they think them moderate and just, it is 
ordered that they be copied after this Consultation, 
and that our approval of them be signified to the 
Court. Also that the same list be translated into 
the several languages, and hung up in the Town 
Hall ; and that a note be affixed at the several 
gates of the Town, giving notice to the inhabitants 
.of this new regulation of the fees; and that th<;y 



u 



iftSTDBlr OF MADRAS. 



fWI^ 



ore hung up iu the Town Hall ; that every one 
Vf\io ]\m busme39 lu the Court luny thereby be en- 
abled to avoiJ being imposed on, 

** The Board having ou the lUh of September 
loBi ordered that the Justices of the Peace should 
decide petty causes of Meum and Tuura at their 
Sessions at the Choultry ; and that mt^thod \mng 
found to oeeasion aorae inconveniences, particularly 
tlie subjecting the memberB of the Superior Court 
to an appeal to tlie Mayor's Court : — It was un- 
aniuKJusly agreed tbat for the future alt t>ctty 
causes shall be decided in the Sheriff's Court i and 
that tlio Sheriff shall and may decide ultimately 
without appeal as far a& fivt^ pagodas, and that he 
may likewise ilecidc further ai^ far aa BU pngodas, 
ailowing the pailies a liberty of applying to the 
IMayor^s Court In case they are not satisfied with 
the Shcrifrt award. Also that the Itegistcr of 
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those of a very high nature, they bind over to the 
Sessions ; and that for others they do commit the 
offenders to the Choultry, and report their crimes 
to the Board the next Consultation. And that 
the Secretary do affix papers at the gates in the 
sevend languages ; giving notice to the inhabi- 
tants that all murders, breaking open of houses, 
or robberies by night will be punished with death, 
and all other thefts with the utmost severity of the 
law, and that all receivers of stolen goods will 
be punished as the thieves ; — as also that aU 
persons on whom it shall be proved that 
they have bought any thing from Oentlemen'a 
servants, such as Candles, Damars, Bottles, &c., 
or things of greater value, shall be fined agreeable 
to the value of the things so piuckased, and pun- 
ished in the same manner as receivers of stolen 
goods ; and in order for the better and more ef- 
ficctual finding out thereof, that whoever will in- 
form against such purchasers or receivers, shall 
have the one half of the value of the goods, which 
he shall make appear to have been so purchased or 
received. 

^* A last of Fees read and approved of by the Honor- 
able the Mayor's Court of Madraspatanam the 29th 
August 1727. 

"RaotsTVR's Fbss. 
For every precept, warraat of arrest and warrant of 
execution 18 fanams to be paid out of that to the 
Sheriff's Serjeants for serving the same, four fanams. 
For any x>etition that is read or any other paper he is 
to cliarge six fanams each and for filing any petition 
or any other necessary paper nine fanams. 
For attesting any paper, not exceeding one side twelve 
fanams if it exceeds nine fanams each side. 
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For Hiimmooiog any iwrson gix fananui, to be paid out 
of tliAt two utnanis to the BheriflTM Serjeant. 

For oo|iying any iia|ier not exceeding one side eighteen 
fanamM if it exceedx, twelve fananui each side. 

For atRxing th& Court teal to any |iaper ten fanams. 

For ovury entry of Court three fanaina. 

For every (»nler or judgment of Court six faniuns ; 
for a cony of the same six fanams. 

For the taking of Bail six fanams. 

For affixing a note at the sea gate eighteen fanams, to 
Im) \uiii\ out of that six fanami to tSe TransUtor. 

For every affidavit four fanams. 

For registering any iiajter not exceeding one side 
eighteen fanams. 

For drawing out a letter of Attorney one |>agoda. 

For every letter of administration eighteen fanams. 

For protesting Bills of exchange one luigoda — register- 
ing do. anu protest one i>agoda. 

For writing ana registering bills of sale or mortgage 
l)onds without the White Town eighteen fanams per 
cent i the same in the White Town if the amount 
exceed not 600 pagoilaa, if exceeding 5iiO pagodon 
the Registrar to take no more than two pagodas 
eighteen fanams. 

llpon all deposited estates and money paid with Court 
a half |>er cent. 

On Wills. 

Rea4ling wills twenty fanams. 

Registering will if not exceeding one side eighteen 

fanams. 
Probate with the seal of Court twenty -eight fanamR. 
Summoning the witnesses twenty-four fanams. 
Swearing each witness three fanams. 

ExAMiNER^s Fees. 

For swearing every witness three fanams. 

For examining and taking deiK>sitions for every one 

nine fanams. 
For all copies of de|x>sitiou8 six fanams. 
For a summons to any i^onpon to appear at the Exanii- 
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net's office twelve fanams ; to be paid out of that 

four fanams to the Court Serjeant. 
For a note to be delivered the Defendant's attorney be- 
fore he is examined, two fanams. 
ATTonifEY's Fkks. 
All persons that employ an Attorney to act for them 

in any cause is first to deposit in his hands 3 pagodas, 

of which he is to give an account when the cause is 

ended. 
Attorney fee one pagoda. 
For writing petition eighteen fanams each side of a 

sheet of paper. 
Pleading each Court day and attendance nine fanams. 
Translating anv paper eighteen fanams a side ; to be 

paid out of that to the Translator six fanams. 
Attendance on a Client in the White Town nine fanams. 
Attendance on a Client in the Black Town twelve 

fanams. 
For drawing out the interogatories in the whole cause 

eighteen fonams. 

Shebdtf's Feesl 

Commission uxK>n all Levys and Executions 5 i>er cent, 
under 200 x>agoda8 and 2^ per cent on all above. 

For executing ul warrants and smnmons ten fanams. 

N. B. — ^The Mayor and two cash keepers to draw 3 A 
per cent, upon all deposited estates and money paid 
mto Court upon every cause that is decided ; the in- 
terpreter to have nine fanams. 

Upon all summons to the Blacks he is to have one 
fanam. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



UOVKNNORSIIir OF MR. JAMBS MACRAE. 
USS— 29. 

'IV coui'luilin^ vtMiw of Mr. Macrae's govera- 
HK'Ul, Ult» thivH* hIh>» history has been recorded, 
Aiv marktxl hv e\r«U of a \mir\f domestic nature. 
tW huh' dirtioultY iHHnimHl with the French at 
lK^« MAunliu»« aiui another one with the Kiyah of 
'IViftVAm\uv, but both woro of a trivial nature. The 
rruuUiuh^r lU* tht» entriw we have preserved refer 
)^Uu\wkt «)iuirt^)> to ih«t adiuinistnition of Governor 
M^'iiH' \Nithiii the Cou\|muy*s bounds; and to 
»uoh UllW iiH'iiWiit« a« serve to illustrate the inter- 
iu%l vx^iilHUi of th(» settlement at Fort St. George. 
Owr liwt t>\titu*l wfers to Mtgor Koach, who 
had di»ti»^u«h«Hl himself both at Fort St. David, 
aiul \\\ the deftniee of 'IVivatorc. As a reward for 
his »er^ uvs, tlie Directors at home appointed him 
to a »eat ill (\mneil. The entry in the consulta- 
tion iHHtk will ex])luin itself. 

** Moudttj', J) lit August, 1727. Mjyor Roach 
hH\ iiiK taken his place at the Board, after return- 
ing thanks for the honor conferred upon him, de- 
hiiNHJ that lie might still continue in his employ of 
Mi\Jor of the Forces ; declaring his resolution ra- 
ther to sacriUcti nil that was dear and valuable to 
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him, than to have it thought he had, by accepting 
a mercantile employ, entered into an asylum. He 
added that as he had for near twenty-five years 
faithfully served the Honorable Company in the 
field, he could not think of quitting that post ; 
but should believe himself undeserving of any re- 
gard, should he not, by this additional mark of 
esteem conferred on him, be the more encouraged 
to venture his life for the defence of the Honora- 
ble Company, should an en^oiy come down upon 
us ; that as for the pay he had formerly been en- 
titled to, he had no thoughts of receiving it longer, 
but quitted that, though he was still desirous of 
the employ. 

' " Upon which it was immediately resolved, that 
Migor Roach, having shown himself upon many 
occasions an experienced and good officer, he be 
continued Major ; and the President expressed his 
satisfaction in observing the zeal the Major showed 
for the Company's interest, and the neglect of his 
own ease, in desiring to serve in a double capacity, 
and to take the trouble of two employs on him at 
onoe." 

The subject was referred home to the Court of 
Directors, who decided that Major Eoach could 
not continue a Member of Council, and a Com- 
mander of the Forces at the same time. Two 
years passed away before this decision was fairly 
acted on at Fort St. Qeorge ; but for the sake of a 
connected narrative we insert the result here. 

"Monday, 14th July, 1729. The President, 
agreeable to the General letter of February last. 
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S ttri^i eokrar*. 

1 Tent maraoee, and Tent walla. 

S BesfalMaU. 

BoaUail. 



Palanquin baddjar and Viagtttes 
I Small Bundle IrfBeacal 

Candlca. 

Iron anahif for a Boat. 
I Old Inm flaw. 
S Larfe Looking f lasMi. 



I Puier pcaaa. 

I W5l»» ' '" 



t with 9 Wif«. 
I BffMB dutie. 
10 BraM didi eantn. 
I Candleatieka and 1 Fair «f 



6 Picpani 9 Copper Pota. 



I Ffjrinirpaii 
9 BraiaLami 



I for the Ship. 



npafortt 
I LibraiT of Books. 
3 Travcuinf boxes. 
Z 8nuJl Chest. 
I Cadi Chest. 
I ihjrsicboz. 
3 SnaU dram cases 1 with 



3 
3 
I 
1 
I 
I 
3 
19 
93 

Is 

n 



Boxes to earn liq^Mia Ac. 

Painted boxes. 

BaadEsoitoixe. 

Old Palanquin and Bamboo. 



Teak'Kmberaad78 Spars. 



Ducks. 
Turkeys. 
Hogs and fig*. 
GoaUand kids. 
Cows, calres and Oxen. 
Guns. 

Bales Longcloth ordinair No. 
9. qt. 4-10 P. 
Chest Goa Arrack. 
Bottles of Claret. 

do of Palm wine in pints. 

do oTlfadcira. 

do of Beniah. 

do of Sore. 

do of Small bear, 
of carboy of double distilled 
Arrack. 
Bmpty Arxadc eases. 



Our next extract is veiy striking and suggestive. 
It seems that on the death of the Chaplain, two 
lay servants of the Company were appointed to 
perform his office, and divided the salary between 
them. The following entry fully illustrates the 
practice. 

" Monday, 12th February, 1728. Upon the 
occasion of the death of the Kev. Mr. Wm. Leeke 
our Chaplain, who died on Friday last, it was 
agreed in order for keeping up the worship of 
Almighty God, that Messrs. Bandall Fowke, and 
George Torriano, do perform Divine Service in the 
Church ; and that prayers be read twice on Sun- 
days, with a sermon in the morning, and also 
prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays in the fore- 
noon ; for which they are to receive £60 a piece 
salary, being eqiuvalent to what is allowed one 
Chaplain." 
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TV Mowing entn , refers to home news. 

'* Satimby, i^Ui March/ 172S. General letter 
from the Fresideut and Conncil of Bombay, dated 
the ^3rd January, giving an account of the death 
of His late Majesty King George, and the acces- 
f ion of his son the Prince of Wales to the throne. 

** Having immediately on receipt of these advices 
fired one hundred guns on account of the King's 
death, and one hundred and one for his present 
Majesty's accession : — It is agreed that we do oil 
^turday, the ICth instant, proclaiju him with the 
gnnitest solemnity, by the name of George the 
{5viH>nd ; and that on occasion of the death of King 
(jt'orge the First, tliis Board will go in mourning 
for three months." 

An event occurred at this time which is curious 
as showing the relations between the Government 
of Madras and the Itajah of Travancore. The 
atory occupies some space in the records, but can 
be told in a few words. Sunka Bama, one of the 
('onipany's merchants, had presumed to trade for 
pf p})er within the kingdom of Attinga ; where- 
upon Mr. Alexander Orme, Chief of the Englisli 
Factoiy at Aigengo, and father of Bobert Orme 
the hlbtoriim, 8eiz,ed a quantity of Cotton lying 
at Anjcngo, which belonged to the said Sunka 
iinma. In this predicament Sunka Bama appeal- 
ed to the B«njah of Travancore, and theBigab 
in his behalf laid claim to the cotton. The pro- 
iMuulings of the Council of Anjeugo were apiHoved 
by the Government of Bombay ; but the IHnxiors 
At Utttiw, decided in favour of Sunka K«iiimi. Acvonl- 
^^ly, M it appeared that the K^^h wa« inMlf^ 
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to the Company, the matter was settled by carry- 
ing the amount claimed by the ll^jah to his credit 
in the accounts, and leaving Sunka Hama to ob- 
tain the same from the Enjah. Sunka Kama how- 
ever was severely blamed for appealing to the 
justice of a country government in a matter entire- 
ly between himself and his employers. 

Our next extract simply illustrates the character 
of Governor Macrae as a " canny Scot." 

** Monday, 17th June, 1728. The President 
observing to the Board that the Company have 
beveral anchors and guns lying here, which are too 
large for the use of any of our shipping at thin 
time, and which have lain for several years exposed 
to rust and spoil for want of demand ; told them 
that lie is wiuing to take a parcel of them to send 
to Manilla, provided he can have them at a reason- 
able rate, and that the company will take them 
back again, provided he cannot sell them their ; 
which last condition lie expected, because that not 
Jniowing whether they would sell or not at Manilla, 
he thought it was sufEcient for him to risk the 
money without being obliged, in case they would 
not sell, to have the goods lie upon his hands ; 
and that should the Company take them back, it 
would be only the same thing as if he had never 
received them, and they had laid heie all the time. 

" This proposal bemg considered, it was agreed 
that it tended manifestly to tlie Company's advan- 
tage, and therefore that it be accepted ; and that 
the Store keeper do deliver the President as ma^y 
of those large gims and anchors as he will take i 
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W^ |v\> inMt for the same four pagodas for the acbors 
aitv) v^w» IVsjvxla and seven-eighths for the guns.' 
VKml ihW (^rkxl a difficulty arose between the 
U\*\v«mH»m of Madras, and the French Govem- 
M^ul at th\« Mauritius, which is worthy of notice, 
iNx^ij^H the \Hri|ciual rrtx^ni is far too long for pub- 
l^vMtKMi. On \\w I5th of October, 1727, the 
iMt^utiiH' '' Vmity/' uiuWr the command of Cap- 
iat u Jv^u WUklriu^iU). loft Madras on a trading 
^\Mia^* t\» lh<» i\^*t of AfHca, having on board a 
|H\^vi (Vj^M »^i:iH^I by (Sovemor Macrae. On the 
\ii«\ji vVHaii^ \X utdnufirlon touched at Port Louis 
^ tK%' Mam^tiu!* Il\xr a supply of provisions and 
\fci»tv4 . ami tho Frr^iioh (Jovernor M. St. Martin, 
l^av ii\^ til**! rvauiiiMHl his pass, permitted him to 
ali^Y HUil obtain what hi> required, but strictly en* 
jiviuiHl hiui not to dispose of any merchandize to 
Ih^ iuhabitauts of tho Islands. At the same time 
a vhip iH'KM^tiug to the French Company, called 
lh«» '' K\|KHlUiou/* under the command of Cap- 
laiu Martv\v» was anchored at Port Louis ; and 
IhU bVuoh (-aptaiu went on board the " Amit)/" 
and obtaiutHl a few trifles for himself and Oflloerst 
which couhl not come under the name of mer- 
chandize, and which only amounted to some thiny 
or forty dollars. It would seem however that this 

(roceeding was only a ruse on the part of Captain 
farcay of the " Expedition," to obtain possession 
of the •* Amity." The story of the trading was 
carried to Governor St. Martin, who at once sent 
a guard on board the " Amity ;" but Captain 
Widdrington explained the matter to his satisfac- 
tion, and he permitted the " Amity" to proceed 
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on her voyage. Captain Widdrington tlien weigh- 
ed anchor and was steering out of the harbour, 
when the " Expedition" fired a shot at the 
*' Amity.'* As the two nations were at peace. 
Captain Widdrington could not understand the 
reason of the shot, and sent a boat to enquire ; 
but Captain Marcay not only detained the boat, 
but sent some of his officers in a long boat 
to the " Amity," ordering Captain Widdrington 
to accompany the ''Expedition" in a voyage 
to Bourbon. The latter was compelled to sub- 
mit, and on arriving at St. Paul in Bourl)on, 
sent in his protest to the Governor M. Dumas. 
The Government of Bourbon however seized the 
vessel, on the ground that he had been trading ; 
and even disputed Governor Macrae's pass, on 
the ground that it exhibited two different kinds of 
handwriting ; the body of the pass having been 
written by the Secretary, whilst the name of the 
ship and the Captain, and the signature at the foot, 
were in the handwriting of Governor Macrae. The 
result was that the " Amity" was detained at 
Bourbon, and her goods taken out ; but subse- 
quently, on the arrival of the French ships from 
Pondicheny on their way to Europe, the whole 
matter was again made the subject of inquiry. 
The result was that Captain Marcay was dismissed 
from the command of the ** Expedition," whilst the 
"Amity" was permitted to return to Madras. 
The owners of the '* Amity" resident at Madra9» 
then represented the affair to Governor Macrae, 
and the complaint was forwarded to the Governor 
of Pondicheny ; but the matter was delayed for 
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ticea, the Captain bid thcan not fear any thing, for 
that he woulcl return their goods and money when 
he came a9hore« The Captain went into hia pin- 
nace, with one servant and four Lascars, and car-r 
ried with them a cheat, two jars, and a cofflpaaa* 
and was getting sail for Calcutta, when your 
petitioners'^ servants deaired to go with him ; to 
whom he answered he would send some sloops 
down as soon as possible. Three days after they 
made three rails of timber, one of which was in 
bad case and very weak, on which the Chief Mate 
ordered our servants, who refused and desired to 
go with them ; upon which they put our servants 
on that raft by force, and in their sight the Chief 
Mate, Serang, and some liascars took the treasure 
and other ^oods, and put them in the pinnace } 
and put some Lascars in another small boat acr 
cording to the Captain's direction, and went away 
with them to H^jeily in a small time ; they being 
well provided with Oars. But yo«ir petitioners 
did not arrive off Sunderbund Wood till four 
in the evening, where they rowed backward and 
forward for six days ; with whidi labour and want 
of provisions three of the people died ; when it waa 
their good fortune to find a vessel that waa wood- 
ing, where they got some provisions and went on 
her to Calcutta ; where hearing the Captain was 
arrived, your petitioners' servants went and der 
mended their goods and money ; and received 
answers from the Captain that the pinnace wae 
overset, and that all was lost. But after a long 
debate he brought out the rubies, which your peti- 
itioners' had paicbed in a diest of trcssur^i and 
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fit ntst . w«a lAo' a ptm ded of trovUe tke 
«Hii V apcm juw pcwbned ikt c^est of £dse pevl, 
jifei ihii rair pecooMn Ukr tkat, and gm him 
tte bittx L■JtncaHiadBrfaffge,whkllhedelluuld- 
«li wifia t9fw aoi tkrettaui^ nerdbre your 
f«QJCiooen*«rriBfes, noc bcm^able toargne with 
Ike VTipcuk tl^ «ni ow of tkeai Wre ; and as 
TOir pcfsfiaMHTS liave kft the Moguls, wkich is their 
■abve ^^Ntatz^. we have bow no other mnedly, nor 
•lh«r jtfe»Ok>r to apDh to bat tout Honors ; and as 
we ha«e Im«i ml waJer this Government for 
9t) jean^ and have never had reason to com- 
|tHHi» bat have alwap fofsnd its justice bright as 
the $un beans, so we hope still for justice from 
jonr Honor ; ibr that we with great confidence 
Mii thr freight of those goods, before we put 
Seia ott biMrd> to Mr. George Tcunriano, who is 
the ow«er of the said ship ; and we doubt not but 
when voor Honors in justiee shall examine this 
alEur/we shall rrcoverour money, when we shall 
go on happily, and for ever pray for your Honors' 
long life, grest happiness and abundant riches.'* 

The foregoing petition was forwarded by Go- 
Tenor Macrae to the English Government at Cal- 
cutta, with a request that the Governor and Coun- 
cil theie would enquire into the affair. The result 
is not recorded. 

Another petition delivered in at this time to 
Governor Macrae is interesting as illustrating the 
way in which the trade was carried on in the oldea 
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time. It was presented by the Beater or farmer 
of the Paddy Fields, and complains that the inha- 
bitants of Triyatore, Tandore, and neighboimng 
villaget, make and export great quantities jof salt, 
contrary to his supposed privileges. We give the 
petition at length. 

" The humble petition of Goolecherla Yeahsum 
Brahmin, 

« Sheweth, 

That a certain tract of land belonging to the 
Company, lying out from Tom Clark's Gkite up 
to the Batteries, together with another tract lying 
along the river from Coomerapollum towards 
Trivatore, commonly known by the name of the 
Company's paddy fields, were formerly rented at 
40 pagodas per annum. But when the cowle was 
out in Governor Harrison's time, he being de- 
sirous of raising the Company's revenue, put it 
up at out-cry, and promised that the highest bidder 
should be permitted to wear a Boundel as a mark 
of distinction for his endeavours to serve the Com- 
pany. With which great honour, my Uncle 
Paupa Brahmin, being extiemely encouraged, 
gave as hr as seven himdred and ten pagodas per 
.annum for what formerly let at only 40 ; and this 
for only ten years, though he knew he must lose a 
great deal by it, and in fact he has lost every year 
near 800 pagodas per annum. Por payment of 
his debts contracted by this means, I have 
mortgaged my houses, gardens, etc. ; and now all 
in me and my father's debts, contracted on this 
account, amount to upwards of 2,000 pagodas. 

" Now your petitioner humbly begs leave to le- 
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I f f f t .11 *D ftmr ^kman tim^ ilfetei«k tk Omrfe 
^ rv(^ -or feoa« aiM ?*^ tULk m a tctj 
lOud ^it turnoi j^ ifc iir ciuit lacv aai tiinHbie 
tie r<4 mdM or aaif vchs b«m co ai g nrf artb 
7«t i6tfx> uiu Tf ^ pniK anat tfa ariiw ^ 
cur MrMUJoer iod m 'bbkt ^m hilkiiiiD bral 
*nMMH u -mv -at «nnai nK : Ifl vxtim tiiis 
i'.uc iisr :u( *v<aai aiinoii^ have pcnuMd to 
va^ Slit n nr .^jivMny'f Rmm^ ai Wing it 
mc ** jwTt. «u iM If up it iCto iW ^rm 

1 ^««>< -anvf W . ipya ii i » b* slip to wll 



i«ikr«v V>r -» ;sii» id. ^ lirv ««fn b«T sail 
'^^ mr Vvr» mm ibcv« at aito ikr CoBpnj*s 
V^inc^ V "tWI tft^ MrarfSfovpctmoDer 
^ -^v««m\^u '^-.^aic t.'^ ^ait^ <cii u ttoifot ft im- 
«LVf V ^t* Mt >nK vTtaiMi jgar Hmmw vOI give 

* V««r >«lWMt A'tt vi pRtrsd to infriage 
:(fc y*^«r» ^^ic4 Tir ii fc a h i rMn of Taodoor, 

lwiMw> >^««r >TUtttfi9 wtU t wOttta t*«i fiv« ea- 

* !V» v«w^ i^ <«^ P^>* tkieeparU, 

^ x» :^'««a«:r P^x^H^' ^^ uought a few 
%Mti V wri si aMT : aad WQMtimes^liaWiig first 
^ina,aui lfe««e ^Im Ae ftnMr of the faddy 
^lytfTi, ««^ kwi ive w teo gafte of salt 
fNi \mmI ^ Kj« ^«i Aff WW new pcnnitted 
«ui% ^V^ioaiN!!rl*«<rM«lNi«dioaak]eaveof 
i>^ amlly Ifcr f^wo m ^i MWih w of mh ibey have 
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sliipped off to boats and ships, femd by underselliiig 
me, they kive been encouraged to increase the 
fiumber of their salt pans, by which means I have 
now upwards of 600 garce of salt i?hich I cannot 
dispose of. 

" I am th^nefore humbly to request your Honors 
that you will please to order, that no body may be 
permitted to load any salt within the Company's 
Bounds, or bring it into town for sale, without 
leave from me ; or else it will be impossible for rae 
to Continue to pay the large rent I now do. 

** I am also to request that the Pedda Naick may 
be obliged to keep a watch over my salt, as he did 
in my father's time, but hath since neglecfted ; and 
by that means I have lost great quantities, for 
which I humbly hope yOut Honors will ^ease to 
oblige him to make satisfaction. 

*' And since the only induoemenl to my father's 
^ving so large a rent for these grounds was the 
ioketL oi honour given him, I promise myself your 
Honors will allow me to wear the Hoimdel as he 
did^ if I still pay the great rent he did. 

" All these particulars are most hwnb^ submit- 
ted to your Honor's ckmency, on which your peti- 
lionei most humbly depends for ease in these his 
hard eircumstanoes, and as m duty bound «hall ever 
pray.*^ 

In rqply to this petition Governor Macrae 
ordered " that a Committee, consistkig of Major 
Eoach, Mr. Hyde, and the Secretary, do enqiure 
into the sevend allegaUons^ and into the ancient 
privileges of the inhabitants of those towns." The 
result is thus recorded. 
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*' Tliiaradfly, 28th September, 1738. The Com- 
mittee appotiitad to inapect into the rights which the 
inhabiiaiita of Tandore, Trivatore, etc, have to 
make salt, deliver in their report^ by which it ap- 
pears that they have equal rights with the farmers 
of the paddy lielda. It was therefore agreed that 
we eannot take the liberty ^om them ; and a? 
Veashiim Eratitniu without that cannot pay his rent, 
for which he i^ now considerably behind hand, and 
Poncola Kistna, the Henter of Tandore and the 
other villager, being willing to take the Cowle of the 
Paddy Fields at the old rent, — it was agreed to take 
it away from Veashum Brahmin, who ia not able 
to pay the rent of it^ and to ^nt it to Poucola 
Kistna." 

Our next extract explains itself. 

•* Thursday, 28th November, 1728. Tlie tobacco 
and beetle Farmer, complainmg that several per- 
sona have lately run into the Bounds great quanti- 
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CHAPTEE XXXVII. 



GOTEBMOBSHIP OF MB. JAMES MACBAE. 

1729—30. 

The Gbyemment of Mr. Macrae was now draw- 
ing to a close. In May 1730 he retired from the 
President's chair, and his place was taken by Mr. 
George Morton Pitt. Accordingly the present 
chapter will contain the annals of the last years of 
his administration ; whilst the next chapter will 
contain a supplementary account of the events 
which transpired between Mr. Macrae's resignation 
and his departure from the Presidency ; together 
inth some particulars connected with his subsequent 
life in England which will be interesting as general 
illustrations of the time. 

Our first extract is curious as showing how 
utterly unable our forefathers were to apprehend 
and appreciate the first principles of free trade. 
Tlie entry speaks for itself. 

" Monday, 3rd February, 1729. There having 
been imported this year pretty large quantities of 
grain from the Northwani, notwithstanding which 
the price holds up at ten maracals per pagoda for 
paddy, and scarce any procurable even at that rate, 
especially for the poorer sort of people. The Pre- 
sident proposed to the Board to take into their 
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for her maintenance? wliich be might wefi hare 
done in the {lOBts and power he bore in In- 
dia. The said Robert Baworth's brother, John 
Baworth, also arrived from Europe, and stayed in 
India some years. What did he ever do for the 
child ? or did he onoe demand her ? As neither 
of the brothers ever did in any manner ky claim 
to the child, nor do any thing for her when so 
yomig, and they in these parts, it seems very im- 
likely that at this distance there should now eome 
a power and letter of Attomev, as is alleged^ by 
Major Eoach, to this end ; and if it was so, before 
what justice did he present or show such letter or 
power, as he ought to have done, and not to have 
been a Judge in his own cause. Well might Ma- 
yyr Roach say to the Rev. Padre Thomas that he 
knew where the said child was, and that he could 
produce her ; for it is notorious that he received 
her at his house, when she came at that time 
of night from St. Thom^ ; and seems rather that 
he was the taker of her ; for how is it possible 
that a child, brought up in the dose manner as is 
customary to bring up children of the Portuguese 
in India, without any acquaintance or knowledge 
of the world, with so much resolution and courage 
to go out at that time of night, and directly to get 
a palanquecn and peons to conduct her to Madras. 
It is plain, and evident to be seen, that some persom 
might have seduced her by flattery or other means, 
to pass such an excess of shame and scandal. 
Neither is it to be believed that the child on her 
own head should so leave the house, and go directly 
to Major Roach, as a Justice of Peace, to complain 
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tioncr was not the father of her, or of her brothers, 
or sistei's, your petitioner believes she will even 
say that too. But that cannot hide it from all the 
inhabitants of Madras and St. Thome' ; for, as your 
Petitioner's children, they were baptized and edu- 
cated ; and if she and they were not the children 
of your Petitioner, he would scarce have brought 
them up with so much care and love, and at these 
years to pass so much fatigue and trouble and risk 
of life, to get them fortunes to set them forward 
in the world, and to give them in marriage. And 
as your Petitioner is an inhabitant of this city, 
and is subject to the laws' thereof, so it is but 
i-easonable to hope for and expect their protection, 
and in what more than for our children. 

" Your Petitioner, therefore, prays your Honors 
to examine of this great injustice done by Major 
Boach to your Petitioner, and dishonour to your 
Petitioner's child ; for as the said Major Boach 
is a Justice of the Peace of this city, and 
a member of the Council for the affairs of the 
Honorable Company, and Commander of the Mili- 
tary, he ought to suppress such proceedings ; and 
not himself to be the actor, and cause of scandal 
and dishonour, to the discredit of his nation and of 
his colony. No Government in the world sure 
will suffer such usage, thereby to give occasion 
for the like proceedings in others, to be the des- 
truction of the Eepublic. And as you ai*e or all 
may be fathers, your petitioner again prays you 
will take this affair in due consideration ; and re- 
flect how severe a stroke this must be to a parent, 
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and ako the st^indal tlmt will attend the place 
where audi n^ge is suffered/* 

T!ic gecouil petition was siinied by the Portu- 
j^iesc Pndre and in habitants of St. 'riiomd, and is 
equally forcible with that of Sebastian Texiera Da 
Eritto. We gi\'c it at length* 

*' The few inbabitants of t!ie ruined and poor 
city of St. I'home, send this their most just com- 
plaint on oceasion of tlie scandalous affair i>f Se- 
bastian Texeira De Britto's daughter j who pri- 
vately in the night went out of an honest house 
standing in St. Thorn a, wliere her father, accord- 
ing to Ilia constant custom, had left her ; and the 
same night she was conducted to M£yor Roach's 
hou!>e, where she liaa now been for a month past, 
Thoae cautions not being 3utTicient (which were 
such as a father could use when, according to the 
custoni of the Portuguese in Indin, he leaves the 
shore) in order to secure \m diiU], It is sup- 
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remedy for what is past, and to prevent such enor« 
niities in future ; and also that an authentic copy 
of this complaint, and of the determination which 
shall be made thereon, may be transmitted to the 
Supreme Court of the Honorable Company ; of 
which the said inhabitants of St. Thom^, where 
tliis injury was offered, will send another copy to 
be delivered them by the Envoy of Portugal in 
England ; to the end that the said court may be 
informed of the conclusion of the affair, and con- 
firm the same, in order to prevent the like acci- 
dents in future." 

The proceedings of Governor Macrae and Coun- 
cil upon this extraordinary charge are thus briefly 
recorded. 

"Wednesday, 19th March, 1729. M^or John 
Eoach gives in answer to the charge delivered him 
about the daughter of Sebastian Texeira, wherein 
he denies the contents of it absolutely, except the 
receiving the woman ; which he confesses he did 
do, as believing it a part of his duty as a Justice 
of Peace ; she coming to hun and chiming protec- 
tion ; and he does acknowledge himself guilty of 
an indiscretion in not acquainting the Government 
of it, and submits himself to the censure of the 
Board for the same. Whereupon the Board came 
to the following resolution. 

" That such actions manifestly tend to the dis- 
turbance of the public peace and good order of this 
settlement. Wherefore it was unanimously agreed 
that the Major, for his indiscreet conduct in this 
affair, be fined 300 pagodas into the Company's 
Cash ; and that the woman presuming to come 
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into this Government, under pretence of asking 
protection, without making her application in a 
regular manner, be advised by the Secretary, that 
she do not continue in our Bounds longer than 
Friday night next, under penalty of public punish- 
ment. This time is allowed her to try if she can 
be reconciled to her friends on account of her 
elopement." 

The following notice closes the record of the 
transaction. 

" Monday, 21st April, 1729. Major John Eoach 
pays into cash three hundred pagodas, being the 
tine laid on him in consultation the nineteenth of 
last month." 

A barbarous outrage committed about this 
period by the Arabs at Jedda, the seaport of 
Mecca, on the Red Sea, is worthy of record. 
Early in the year two ships, the " Margaret" and 
the " George," sailed from India for tlie Red Sea. 
The " Margaret" from Tellicherry arrived at Jedda 
after a voyage of sixty days on the 18th of March 
1737. Mr. Hill, the Supercargo, was courteously 
received by the Bashaw, and met with all the en- 
couragement he could expect in the sale of the 
cargo. About a month afterwards the " George" 
arrived at Jedda from Bengal, and a good under- 
standing was preserved between the two ships. 
It so happened that the " George" had seven 
Arab Lascars on board, who managed to swim 
ashore at Je<lda, but were an*ested by the orders 
of the Bashaw, and put into prison ; but were 
restored to the ship on the promise of the Captain 
not to punish them. On the sixth of June the 
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" Margaret" prepared to sail. Meantime several 
Lascars on both ships had died, and had been 
buried by their comrades according to the rites of 
the Mussulman religion in the Uttle islands off 
Jedda. Unfortunately sufficient care had not been 
taken to cover the bodies with the earth ; and the 
fishermen of the islands reported at Jedda that the 
Captain of the " George" had broken his word to 
the Bashaw, and put to death the Arab sail- 
ors who had been restored to his ship. On the 5th 
of June the Bashaw sent a special messenger on 
board the " George" to make enquiries, but none 
of the crew had any complaint to make. On the 
sixth of June, being the following day, the same 
messenger then went on board the " Margaret," 
and there found no complaints ; but chanced to 
espy the body of a Lascar who had died 
in the night, and who the crew were preparing to 
bury. He immediately left the ship and made 
threatening gestures from his boat. At this time 
Mr. Hill the Supercargo was ashore with a few 
other Europeans, whilst the Captain of the " Mar- 
garet" was on board preparing to set sail. Shortly 
afterwards Mr. Hill dispatched orders for the body 
of the Lascar to be sent on shore wrapped in cloth. 
The order was obeyed, but by some accident the 
corpse was exposed to the view of the people. The 
mob of fanatics, as excitable then as they are now, 
at once rose and massacred Mr. Hill and all the 
Europeans with him. Nothing of this was known 
on board the ships until some boats arrived from 
the Bashaw, ostensibly to preserve the ships from 
the fury of the mob. The matter terminated in 
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tbe detention of the two ships for a period of ten 
months, whilst the Captains were kept close pri^ 
Boners on shore, and also were compelled to 
make large advances to their crews of Lascars. 
At length the dragoman of Mr. Staman, the Bri- 
tish Ambassador at Constantinople, arrived at 
Jedda, and solicited their discharge ; and though 
the Zerrif came from Mecca and did bis ntmost to 
oppose the departure of the English ships, the 
Bashaw finally gave way, and in July 1738, the* 
" Margaret" reached Madras. A formal complaint 
was laid before the Madras Government, but it 
does not appear that any farther steps were taken 
lit the matter beyond a representation to the au- 
thorities at home. 

Our next extract refers to a curious coinage of 
pagodas with an alloy of iron ; also to the issuing 
Of Governor Macrae's order against the exportation 
of silver. 

" Monday, 17th March, 1729. The Assay 
Master attending the Board and being called in, 
produced a bag of Madras pagodas, just coined 
out of some gold dust brought from Manilla ; 
which having a mixture of iron melted down with 
it, it had made the coin though exactly alloyed, 
lioiok of a dirty pale colour, and had made likewise 
the gold so brittle that the pagodas were very 
much cracked, and consequently ill stamped ; 
which he told the Board he thought proper to 
acquaint them of, that he might receive their orders 
thereon before he let the remainder be coined. 
The said pagodas being compared with others just 
stamped, the difference was so great that the 
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Board unanimously agreed it would be a very 
great discredit to our coin to let them pass ; and 
therefore resolved that the merchant should be 
obliged to refine the gold, and burn out the iron 
alloy before it was coined. 

'* The President reports a seizure of fifty-six and 
a half (56i) ounces of silver endeavoured to be 
run, which being produced was sold him at four- 
teen and a half dollars for ten pagodas, amounting 
to forty -three pagodas, twenty-eight fanams 4>3-28 
the one-half of which is paid into the Company's 
cash and the other to the peon who seized it.*' 

Governor Macrae appears to the last to have 
had considerable difficidty in dealing with the Com- 
pany's Native merchants. The proceedings are so 
suggestive as to be worthy of record. 

"Monday, 14th July, 1729. The President 
represented to the Board that, notwithstanding 
the indulgence given the merchants in February 
last, when it was agreed to give them till the first 
of September to complete the contract which 
should have been finish^ the Slst of January last : 
they had nevertheless been very backward in bring- 
ing cloth ; and that unless some further measures 
are taken to oblige them to bring in cloth, he 
feared we should be venr much disappointed in the 
quantity necessary for the dispatch of our shipe. 
Which being debated, it was thought that pos»bly 
the indulging them with the broad cloth this year 
come and coming from Europe, might be a means 
to induce them to bring in goods, and accordingly 
the following terms were agreed to be proposed 
to them, viz. 
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•* That they should provide and deliver seven- 
teen hundred bales of calicoes on or before the 
20th of January next ; in consequence of which 
they should have the broad cloth at thirty-five per 
cent, on the invoice price. But if they did not 
comply and deliver the said seventeen hundred 
bales, that then they should pay ten per cent, 
more for the broad dolh ; and that the old penalty 
should be forgiven them if they complied with this 
contract ; in order to do which the better they 
should be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas with- 
out interest till the 20th January next. 

" The merchants were hereupon called in, and 
the above proposals offered them ; which they 
refused alleging that the great drought in the 
country, and deamess of cotton, made it very dif- 
ficult to provide cloth, and that therefore they 
could not comply therewith. 

" Whereupon they were told it was a favour to 
them "that was designed thereby ; that they had 
incurred a penalty of near twenty thousand pagodas 
by their non-compliance with the last contract ; 
that there were now due on that contract fourteen 
hundred bales not yet delivered in by them ; so 
that the seventeen hundred now proposed to be 
provided by them was only three hundred more 
than they were obliged to by their old contract ; 
and that in consideration thereof, they were to be 
indulged with all the Company's broad cloth : — 
but these arguments not prevailing, the Board 
came to no conclusion with them." 

" Monday, 2l8t July, 1729. The Company's 
merchants being again called in and asked whether 
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they had considered of the offers made them the 
last consultation day, and would sign a contract 
on those terms, still urged the difficulties of pro- 
viding cloth, the scarcity and famine and deamess 
of cotton, which made the weavers turn their hands 
to other work and retire into other countries where 
grain was to be got. Which arguments they in- 
sisted on so strenuously, that the Board came to 
no agreement with them, and therefore dismissed 
them ; with an assurance that they would sell the 
broad cloth at outcry, and insist on the perform- 
ance of the last contract, or penalty due for the 
breach thereof." 

'* Thiu^day, 31st July, 1729. This day the Com- 
pany's Merchants being again called in ; and a 
contract for seventeen hundred bales again pro- 
posed to them, it was at last agreed on the fol- 
lowing terms. 

*' That they be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas 
without interest till the 30th January next ; that 
the penalty of the last contract be wholly forgiven 
them, and nothing more demanded of them on 
that account ; that they have all the Company's 
broad cloth at thirty five per cent ; and that 
they shall pay twenty per cent, on the value 
of all the bales which they shall deliver short of 
seventeen hundred bales by the 20th of January. 
Accordingly a contract being drawn out on those 
conditions, was mutually signed, and the money 
ordered to be paid them to-morrow mominff." 

The following entries referring to the changes 
in the administration of justice are worthy of pre- 
servation. 
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"Mond^, 2lBt July, 1729. Our Honorable 
Masters having disapproved of the Sheriff's Court, 
it is agreed that it be no longer continued, and 
that the Justices sit weekly at the Choultry for 
punishing of petty offences which are daily oom- 
mitted in the Town, and which are of too trivial 
a nature to be brouglit before the Quarter-Sessions, 
and that the Paymaster do make a pair of stocks. 

" Thursday, 7th August, 1739. General letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St. 
David, read, desiring, we will give them instruc- 
tions how to prevent the great inconveniences 
which will arise by their inhabitants being obliged 
to come up to Madras to get their disputes deter- 
mined by our Mayor's Court. 

Agreed that we write them, when such do arise 
to persuade their inhabitants to go to arbitration 
before the heads of their castes." 

The one great fault of Governor Macrae, and a 
fault common with most men of his calibre, was an 
arbitrary mode of settling matters which by no 
means met with the approbation of the Directors. 
His violation of the principles of free trade were 
only so many instances of this arbitrary conduct ; 
and were productive of evils, all of which wiU be 
unfolded in due time. The rule agairvst the ex- 
portation of silver caused much dissatisfaction to 
the inhabitants, and was abrogated by an order 
from the Directors ; whilst he himself found it 
necessary to repeal liis own absurd regulations res- 
pecting a fixed price for grain. These events are 
duly recorded below ; but in another chapter we 
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s^all have occasion to allude to far greater evils 
which arose from the Governor's arbitrary measures. 

" Monday, 25th August, 1729. The Board tak- 
ing into consideration the purport of the last general 
letter, — ^it is agreed that the Secretary do give 
public notice, that the inhabitants and others are 
at liberty to carry their silver into the country un- 
coined, and that the prohibition be taken off. 

" Upon this occasion the President remarked to 
the Board that there are several very severe asper- 
sions thrown on him in this paragraph, as if the 
prohibition had been laid on for private advantage, 
and that he had connived at the breach of that 
order in such as made it worth his while ; and he 
solemnly averred that he had never, directly or in- 
directly, carried, or permitted others to carry, any 
silver out of the bounds during the prohibition, 
except in rupees ; and adding that it is necessary 
for him to clear his reputation, he demanded of 
them all to declare at the Board, whether they, 
directly or indirectly, know of any silver being car- 
ried out by him, or by others, by his authority 
and protection. To which every member of the 
Boani answered, by declaring they knew, neither 
directly nor indirectly, of any such thing." 

" Thursday, 25th September, 1729. Having 
in consultation of the 3rd February last, fixed the 
prices of paddy and rice, in order to relieve the 
poor ; it hath been found by experience that the 
said regulation had not its desired effect : and the 
season for importing of grain now coming on, and 
there being reason to believe that if that regulation 
be continued great quantities will be carried to 
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other places, which would else come hither, it is 
agreed to take off the said order and to permit 
every one to sell as they can." 

Our next extract refer to the proving of the 
wills of Roman Catholics. It tells its own story. 

" Friday, 16th October, 1729. There being 
some mistakes arisen from the orders this year 
received from our Honorable Masters, relating to 
proving wills in the Portuguese Church :— it is 
agreed that a note be affixed in the several 
languages at the Sea and Choultry Gates, and at the 
Portuguese Church, to explain the same ; and to 
give notice that any person of the Homish Commu- 
nion is at liberty to take out Probates of wills, or 
letters of administration, in that church ; but 
that they are not compelled to do it. Also that 
by so doing they are not entitled to a right of 
using any subject of England, or other person 
who is not of that communion ; and that although 
the priests of that Church are allowed to grant 
such Probates, or letters of administration, to such 
as request the same of them ; yet that they have 
no authority to examine, or decide any controversy 
between man and man, or to do or execute any 
other judicial act whatsoever." 

Our next extract is simply curious. It appears 
that the old Chaplains of the Company were gene- 
rally bachelors, and that consequently the accom- 
modation assigned them was sufficient perhaps for 
a single man, but insufficient for a family. The 
Bev. Thomas Consett, who came out about this 
time, proved to be a married man with a family ; 
and he accordingly prayed the Governor and 
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Council to allow him more accommodation. The 
letter is sufficiently quaint to be worth preservation. 
" To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq. 

" President and Governor, and the Council of 
Fort St. George. 
" Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

" The inconveniences of my habitation are too 
manifest to be represented, and your own appre- 
hension of them at my first coming was the reason 
of the proposals you were then pleased to make of 
enlarging it. Time does not alter but lengthen 
the reason of doing this, and since it is my lot to 
come amongst you with a family, I entreat you 
will so far distinguish me from a bachelor, as to 
allow me a habitation somewhat larger for a num« 
ber, than would strictly accommodate a single per- 
son. The consideration of our healths, besides the 
want of several necessary conveniences in these 
strait quarters, oblige me to make this request ; 
otherwise would not presimic to give you the 
trouble of this application and desire the necessity 
of it may excuse. 

Your Honors, 
Most obedient humble Servant, 
Fort St. George, 1 and Chaplain, 

2nd December, 1729. J Thomas CoNSBrr." 

We are sorry to add that though Mr. Consett's 
family had increased since his arrival at Fort St. 
George, the Government was unable to give him 
larger accommodation. 

The following petition to Governor Macrae and 
Council will explain itself. 

9 
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** The humble petition of the French Capuchin 

Miaeiwaries. 
•' Sheweth, 

*' That yomr petitioners, who hare the honour and 
happiness to be established in this eity under th^ 
auspicious protection oi the HoBorable Companv, 
and your most favourable Government, humbly 
request your Honoit wad the Gentlemen of Coun- 
cil s permission to rebuild the eells and apartment9 
belonging to our ohvoh ; the^ being very old and 
ready to fall ; whidi we design to do after the 
model in Tuscany, answerable to that of your Hos- 
pital and Guard house. Your condescension to 
this will entail an everlasting obligation on 
Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient & obliged humble servants. 
Fort St. Qborqe, ") F. Thomas. 
14/A February 1730. ) Cap. M. Assist. 

The petition was granted. 

The following entry is preserved, as it fur« 
nishes historical data, which may prove of impor« 
tance. 

« Monday, 2iid March, 1730. A general letter 
from the President and Council of Bombay, dated 
the 11th December, was read ; advising that the 
British ambassador at Constantinople had sent to 
Bussorah an authentic eopy of the capitulations 
betwixt England and the Port for regulating the 
commerce in the Turkish dominions ; that Persia 
is threatened with fresh troubles, which, with the 
cruelties committed by the Gk>vemor of Ispahan, 
has put an entire stop to all manner of trade, and 



■\ 



HISTOftT OP HADBA84- 67 

that Angria's son with his Grabs had taken *' the 
William" an English ship belonging to Bombay." 

We bring the two following entries together, 
for the sake of the iUnstrations they ftumish of the 
mode of collecting the rent or revenue from the 
Company's out villages. 

"Monday, 22nd December, 1729. The peti* 
tion of the inhabitants and reuters of £gmore and 
the other villages was read ; setting forth that 
for want of rain the last year, they are unable to 
pay their rent ; and request therefore to be charg-' 
ed no more than the paddy fields produoe in that 
' time. 

" Ordeved that as we think the cowle is let at 
a moderate rent, and will one year with another 
produce the renters a reasonable profit, that they 
comply with the conditions therein ; but if they 
think the term of the cowle too hard that they 
bave liberty to resign." 

" Tuesds^, 24th Marek, 17S0. The petiUon 
of Poncola Kistna was read ; setting forth that 
as he had been bound for the renters of Egmore 
and the other villages, he was obliged to see the 
payments duly made ; and that the renters having ' 
made default for the last year's rent, he had ac- 
cordingly paid the amount to the Company, and 
that one ficambaram who had given hun a bond 
of indemnity in behalf of the. renters, now refuses 
to pay. Wherefore he desires tl^ Board to do 
him justice in this particular, and oblige the said 
Ecambaram to pay him what he has abeady paid 
the Honorable Company on this account. 

*' As this mouey has now been due upwards of 
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nine monibs, and no satisfactory reason given for 
so long a delay,— ordered that Ecambaram and 
the renters be confined to the Choultry unless they 
will cause immediate payment. Mr. Peers (a mem- 
ber of Council) dissents to their being confined. 

** The rent for Trivatore and the other villages 
having been also due several months,— ordered 
that the Secretary demand the same ; and in case 
the renters do not comply to acquaint the Gover- 
nor that he may confine them or otherwise as he 
thinks most proper." 

Here the annals of Madras under the adminis- 
tration of Mr. James Macrae are brous^ht to a 
close. Mr. Macrae however did not embark for 
England until the 2 1st of January 1 731. During 
that interval some extraordinary charges of corrup- 
tion and oppression were brought against his Du- 
bash, Gooda Ancona, which will be duly discussed 
in our next chapter, and to which we sball add 
such particulars of the after life of Mr. Macrae in 
his native country which may prove interesting to 
the general reader. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



LAST Y£AB8 OF MR. JAMES MACRAE. 
1730—46. 

On Thursday the 14th May, 1730, Geoiigc 
Morton Pitt, Esq., arrived from Fort St. David, 
and delivered a Conunission which he had received 
from the Honorable Company, constituting him 
President and Governor of Fort St. George, and of 
all the Company's settlements on the coast of 
Coromandel, in the room of James Macrae, Esq. ; 
and accordingly Mr. Macrae vacated the President's 
Chair, and Mr. Pitt was installed into his new 
Office with all respect and submission. On the 
following Tuesday the complaints against Gooda 
Anconah, the Chief Dubash of Mr. Macrae, were 
first taken into consideration bv the Madras Go- 
vernment, as will be seen by the following entry 
in the consultations. 

"Tuesday, 19th May, 1730. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that he has had several informa- 
tions of complaint against Gooda Anconah, the 
late Governor's Chief Dubash ; some of them of 
extortion, and other crimes of a very heinous na* 
ture ; and as there is the greatest reason to believe 
that Gooda Anconah will seek protection of the 
Country Government, to avoid the course of jus- 
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tice, (as he did once before) if not immediately 
prevented by being taken into custody ; he (the 
Governor) desires they will consult the properest 
measures to be taken on this occasion. Which 
being debated and considered, the Board are unan- 
imously of opinion that, if Gooda Anconah should 
escape, it would be of the utmost ill consequence 
to the Company's affairs, a great disquiet and dis- 
couragement to the inhabitants of this place, and 
would unavoidably draw a censure on the vigilance 
and justice of this Board. Wherefore agree that 
the Justices immediately commit him to the cus- 
tody of the Sheriff, to be kept in the Ensign's room 
in the Fort, with permission to go where he pleases 
to eat, but under a guard to prevent his escaping, 
till the complaint can be more regularly heard and 
examined into." 

A few days afterwards complaints and petitions 
against Gooda Anconah pour^ in npon the Mad- 
ras Government in one continuous stream ; and 
from the latter end of May until the beginning of 
July, appear to have absorbed public attention. 
We give a few extracts from the records of this 
period, which will be tuffijdent to indicate the pro- 
gress of affairs. 

" Monday, 26th May, 1730. A letter from 
Mr. Macrae was read, requesting that Gooda 
Anconah might be allowed to come to him at the 
Garden house to settle some accounts ; which the 
Sheriff being acquainted with, he rq>re8ent8 that he 
cannot be answerable for so impcnrtant a prisoner 
is tooh a place. Wherefore agreed that Mr. Macrae 
nmg mdMi Aooooiitant or any other to Anconah ; 
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and if he desires to be with him himself, that a 
convenient room in the Fort be appointed for their 
meeting. 

" Sundry petitions of complaint against Gooda 
Anconah were delivered into the Board, and read 
as followeth, viz. 

'* From Sunkah Kamah and Tomby Chetty, Joint 
Stock Merchants, complaining that Grooda An- 
conah, Chief Dubash to the late Xjovemor Mr. 
Macrae, having exercised an unlimited authority 
over the Black Town, had by force and other iU 
means extorted from them upwards of 8,700 
pagodas at several times. 

*' From Muta Muten, Comra Collati, Mootea- 
pah Chinaan, and Andachetty, setting forth that 
Grooda Anconah having sent with peons several 
sorts of grain, and lodged the same in the peti- 
tioner's houses, did afterwards by threats, menaces 
and confinement oblige them to pay for at most 
extravagant and extortionable prices -, that amongst 
the many instances, they set forth particularly that 
the complainants, having contracted and given 
earnest for upwards of 90 garoe of oil seeds at 40 
pagodas per garce, the said Gooda Anconah, 
against the consent of both parties, obliged them 
to withdraw the said earnest, and did ^erwards 
compel these petitioners to receive the same oil 
seeds at the rate of 68 pagodas per garce ; a great 
part of which they have paid at the extortionable 
rate, and are now vexed and distressed at his suit 
for the remainder. 

'' From Margaparam Bangapah and Mootal Mar 
Chetty, setting forth that they having received 
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12,000 Rapees from and on account of tbeir corres- 
pondents at Arcot, the same was forcibly seized by 
Gooda Anconah and his peons, and carried to the 
Governor's Gardens ; and after keeping them 
sometime, he obliged these petitioners to sell them 
at 310 Rupees per hundred pagodas, although the 
current price was no more than 300 per hundred 
pagodas ; whereby these petitioners lost not only 
the difference' of that exchange, but also suffereil 
in their credit, and their further tiade obstructed 
by the fear of such practices. 

•* From Nina Chetty, Bazapa Chetty, etc. 
Shroffs, setting forth that they had delivered a 
quantity of gold into the mint to be coined into 
pagodas ; but that after some part had been coined, 
Gooda Anconah put a stop to the rest, giving for 
reason that Governor Macrae had a quantity of 
cold to dispose of, which these petitioners must 
buy before theirs should be coined. And notwith- 
standing they represented to him that they were 
then unable to buy so large a quantity, he con- 
tinued with his peons to obstruct the mint servants 
for above a month, and at last obliged these peti- 
tioners to pay him 130 pagodas for his consent to 
have their gold coined. 

" From the Brahmins, Goldsmiths, and Gold- 
washers of the mint, setting forth that Gooda An- 
conah, Chief Dubash to the late Governor, having 
exercised an illegal and arbitrary authority over 
the inhabitants of the Black Town, had greatly 
distressed them, and inflicted many grievous op- 
pressions and hardships ; that these petitioners m 
particidar complain that Gooda Anconah had extort- 



t7M-4S.] 



HISTOBY OF MADRAS. 



73 



ed from tliem upwards of 1,400 pagodas, to effect 
which he had punished them with long and pain- 
ful imprisonments, and further inflicted many crud 
and unnatural tortures^ and by these means forced 
them to comply with other unfair demands to ike 
ruin of themselves and families. 

" From Nina Comra Chetty, Mooteapah, etc., 
Grain Merchants, setting forth that Mar Kistna 
Kao, a Brahmin and servant to Qooda Anconah, 
sent for Nina, one of these petitioners' partners, 
and ordered him to buy and measure out a parcel 
of rice ; which he refused to do, knowing it would 
be charged at an extravagant rate. Mar Kistna 
Kao, gave him very abusive language, and struck 
him in the face, and threatened him with the anger 
of his master, Anconah, and by these means did 
compel the petitioners to take and pay for the said 
rice ; that Mar Kistna Bao had extorted from these 
petitioners, by threats and menaces at several 
times, upwards of 300 pagodas ; that the said 
Mar Kistna Kao had sent a quantity of paddy to 
these petitioners' houses, against their consent, 
and compelled them to pay 60 pagodas per garce 
for the same, when the market price was no more 
than 40 pagodas per garce, with other acts of 
cruelty and extortion. 

"The complainants in the several petitions 
being called in, it was recommended to them first, 
to apply for justice to the Mayor's Court ; and if 
they should not be satisfied with the determina* 
tion there, they might then apply to this Board 
and should have a rehearing. 

•* It being represented to the Board, that 8un- 

10 
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dry rqx)Tt8 are iqdustriously spread to intimidate 
the inhabitants from oompUiimng of the injuriea 
reoeived from Anconah, and others concerned with 
him; insinuating that they have still influence 
enough to hinder their complaints being heard, or 
if heard and determined ikey wiM after be reversed 
to the piejudioe of the oomfrfaincr. Wherefore to 
pevent any ill impressions from such scandalous 
Misinuations, and to give peace and quiet to the 
minds of the people ;«f-it is oidered that publie 
notice be put up at the Sea gate, to acquaint the 
inhabitants they may apply to the Courts of Jus- 
tice without any fear or apprehension ; and be as- 
sured of a fair and candid bearing and suitable 
redress for the wrongs they have suffered, and that 
such determinations will not be revoked hereafter^ 
but remain in full force for ever." 

" Tuesday, 2nd June, 1730. Seven petitions of 
oomphunt against Gooda Anconah were read con- 
taining in substance as foUoweth. (We publish 
one only as a qpedmen of the whole.) 

** From Gopal and Gruapah, Merchants, set- 
ting forth that they being entrusted with the sale 
of a diamond did accordingly di^)08e thereof to 
the best bidder ; that Gooda Anconah hearing of 
this sole sent for these petitioners and demanded 
the diamond to be brought to him, but that not 
being in the power of these petitioners they were 
sent away under a guard of peons ; that the next 
day they were carried to the Governor at his Gar- 
i\v\\ ho\i90, where after a great many menaces and 
tlnvuti^ of the pilloiy, ancl bcin<; hanged, and such 
liK(« puuidhmcuts for during to sell the stone to 
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any but the Governor, it was proposed that these 
petitioners should pay 3,000 pagodas as a fine for 
this heinous crime. But tliese petitioners repie< 
senting their poor condition and inability to pay 
such a sum, it was at length brought down to 
1,000 pagodas ; which sum they a^ually paid/ to 
the Governor. Besides which Anconah insisted on 
« gmtuity for interposing with his good offices ; 
otherwise, as he told these petitioners, they had 
surely lost their ears ; that Gopal, one of these 
petitioners, carried 75 pagodas to Gooda Anconak 
on this account, but he not contented therewith 
ransacked his doth and found about him a small 
diamond of more value, which he took from the 
said GopaL That Gooda Anconah did also exact 
50 pagodas on account of a diamond mortgaged 
to Ball Chetty, and by him to the Governor ; and 
that after this these petitioners did again fall un- 
der the Governor's displeasure, and were confined 
to the Choultry prison ; whence the^ could not 
be released till they had further paid to Gooda 
Anconah the sum of 150 pagodas, which sum ha 
has within a few days past returned. 

" All which petitions are referred to the Honor- 
able the Mayor s Court." 

The following petition with many others, are 
recorded in the consultations. It is impossible to 
publish the whole, but the following selections will 
suffice to illustrate the general character of the 
charges which were brought against this corrupt 
and tyrannical Native. 

'* The humble petition of Muta Muten, Comra 
Collati, Mootcapah Chinaan, and Anda Chetty. 
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" Shewcth, 

That your petitioners hnve been sufferers up- 
wards of 6,400 pagoftas, by several parcels of rice, 
paddy, grain, natcheni, oil seeds, and other species 
of grain, which he the said Anconah, hath forcibly 

Eat upon your petitioners ; sometimes by abusive 
mguage and threatenings to go to the Honorable 
Governor, and by some charge and complaint 
against your petitioners, whereby as he said your 
petitioners should be put in the pillory, lose their 
oars, and bo whipped out of the Company's lk>unds ; 
sometimes harassing your petitioners with frequent 
messages and attendance upon him ; and in case 
your petitioners not coming upon such summons, 
frequently hath he sent his peons Pooteah, Kist- 
namah, Veraugo, Itaganaculoo, Sangomiah and 
others to haul and drag your petitioners by force 
fh>m their families ; and having expelled your 
petitioners, shut up their Shops and Warehouses, 
to prevent their trade and livelihood, till your 
petitioners should submit to his impositions. Many 
times have his servants compelled your petitioners 
to bo in his Warehouses, wherein his grain was 
measuring, as if by consent ; comnumding the coo- 
lies to carry such and such parcels to such and 
such godowns belonging to your petitioners, where 
the coolies would by his order set it down before the 
door, and leave it to rapine and the weather ; at the 
same time commanding your petitioners to take, buy 
an<l ])ay for such parcels thus forcibly thrown u|>on 
th(Mr hands ; and upon non-compliance, or even 
en<h'av()!iring to put off the payment, the said 
Anroiiah and Mar Kistna, have beat, bruised, 
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wliipped, and confined your petitioners, not only 
within doors, but even uncovered in the sun till 
payment. Yea many times have they so done, 
even for refusing to receive some parcels of rice 
and oilseeds, though at the most exorbitant prices. 
If your petitioners scrupled to buy or take at such 
prices, giving for reason the order of consultation 
whereby all persons were forbid to buy or sell 
above such limited rates ; and your petitioners then 
saying they were afraid that the Governor should 
hear of such bargains, and they be most justly and 
severely punished, he the said Ancona would 
laugh and put a scorn and contempt on the said 
order of consultation, saying who could tell the Go* 
vemor of what he does ? who dare to compliiin of 
the dearness of his rice ? he always would stay by 
the Governor, and if your petitioners would take 
his rice at his price, they might sell it again with- 
out fenr of persecution upon the said order of 
consultation* 

"If it should be asked why your petitioners 
submitted to such severities ? or wherefore did 
not your petitioners make a regular complaint 
of these things before ? your petitioners must 
appeal to the knowledge of all men, how often 
they have complained of these things in a 
private manner ; and should undoubtedly have 
been more ready to have done the same in the 
most public and solemn manner, liad your pe- 
titioners any hopes of relief, or could they have 
been secure from the resentment and revenge of 
this great favorite of the then Governor's, whose 
authority and dread servitude were so deeply im* 
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planted in eveiy man's heart, that your petitioner's 
complaints were only answered by a comparison of 
other the like facts upon other inhabitants. No 
one dared to council or advise your petitioners 
to complain ; no one could flatter your petitioners 
with hopes of success. Many petitions have un- 
doubted by this time convinced your Honors that 
the said Aiiconah hath so used the greatest of 
Merchants, that the best families in Town have 
occasion to murmur at his impositions. The Com- 
pany's Covenanted Merchants confess they have 
felt his extortions and abuses ; and so far were 
they from complaining, that they then thought it 
their interest to flatter the vanity, and soothe tho 
licentious power of this favorite, by the most ser- 
vile aduhition and attendance upon him all hours 
in the day and night. The Company's sworn 
Measurers made their Court to him by false 
measuragc and peijury. The Company's peons 
neglected their duty, and at his beck and word, 
harassed and watched over the confinement of 
such as were so unhappy as to be the objects of 
his passions. Every man in the street hath seen 
him publicly triumph over the sacred rights and 
distinctions of the Castes and sects ; and made the 
very Churches his hoards to secrete grain under a 
pretence of charity, when in truth he brought forth 
the grain privily, and sold it at midnight for 
double the consultation price. These and many 
more public and private tokens arc most convin- 
cmg marks of his arbitrary sway over all men and 
all things in the Black Town, — your petitioners 
hope will be thought sufficient reasons for their 
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passive acquiescence, and non-prosecution against 
a torrent of power during tbe administration of 
his Master the late Governor Macrae.'' 

" Tuesday, 9th June 1730. 

" The humble petition of Moomadue Chetty 
Tommiah, 

" Showeth, 

" That your Petitioner hath for many years been 
a considerable trader to this port in grain and 
other goods Arom the Northward ; and having duly 
paid the Honorable Company's customs, and other 
usual port charges, always met with good usage 
and encouragement, till sometime in the month of 
March 1729, when some of your Petitioner's con- 
cerns arrived at this port under the care of two 
Oomasta8,->one named Maurollee Juggoo, the 
other Strepaudum Nersia, — whom Gooda Anoonah 
of this place, servant to the Uite Gbvemor James 
Macrae, Esq., sent for by his peon Jangomiah, 
and demanded of them to deliver to him two garce 
of rice and two of paddy ; which they endeavoured 
to evade, and assured him they were not the owners 
thereof, but only employed as servants to your 
Petitioner to dispose of the said goods ; besides 
which all the rice and paddy they had in their pos- 
session was already contracted for and they could 
not sell it to any other person. At which refusal 
the said Gooda Anconah was in a great passion with 
your petitioner's servants ; and after having threa- 
tened and abused, bid them in particular take 
care of to-morrow. In the morning the said Gooda 
Anconah went to his Master, the then Governor, 
and framed some complaint of what your Pcti- 
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cals to even measme. He further saith that An- 
oonah's peons locked up the Company's loaracals, 
so that none could measure but as he pleased ; 
and that they customarily measured the grain all 
the day, and in the night time earned it away ; 
that after the Company's order for selling IS 
maracals of paddy for a pagoda, the poor people 
could get none in the bazar, it being all carried to 
Anconah's Godowns, and sold in the night some* 
times for 90 pagodas per garoe." 

<< Saturday, 20th June, 1730. Petition of Jella- 
pilla Naugonah, setting forth that in the year 1720 
Gooda Anconah, intending to go up in the coun- 
tiv, delivered to this petitioner a considerable sum 
of money to remain with him at interest ; and 
also left with him a bond payable by Mar Kistnah. 
That during Gooda Anconah's absence, the peti- 
tioner paid to his order the whole amount of the 
money so entrusted ; and that the bond from Mar 
Kistnah was not nor could be recovered. That after 
Anconah was settled in the service of Governor Mac- 
rae, he sent for the petitioner and told him that what 
money had been paid to his order was of no signi- 
fication, and that he should be further accountable 
for the bond of Mar Kistnah's for 1500 pagodas ; 
and that he did, by confining the petitioner and 
his whole family near 8 months, oblige him to give 
bonds to the amount of 8,500 pagodas. That 
sometime after, in consequence of these bonds being 
for 2000 pagodas, he was again kept a prisoner, 
till by selling his houses, and other means, he rais- 
ed and paid the sum of 2,280 ; and that being 
again confined, Gooda Anconah obb'ged him to 
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give further bond for ftOOO pagodas, in lieu of the 
other as forcibly obtained for 1500 pagodas." 

" Friday, 10th July, 1730. Two petitions of 
complamt against Gooda Anoonah were read viz. : 

" From Ponoola Kistnah and Com Chetty, late 
renters of the beetle and tobacco farm ; setting 
forth that during the time these petitioners rented 
said farm, Gooda Anoonah, senrant to the late Go- 
vernors James Macrae, Esq., did send for and de- 
mand of them several sums of money, as well as 
large quantities of beetle and tobacco, which were 
deliveied according to lus order, and amount in 
value to pagodas 3668 and fanams 5. For pay- 
ment of wMch sum they have several times made 
application to Gooda Anconah, but without effect, 
and they now seek redress at this Board. 

'* From Juddooram, setting forth that Cosheram, 
a Guzerat Merchant, having adopted this peti- 
tioner for his son, did in his last will and testa- 
ment bequeath hk effects to this petitioner ; and 
at his decease was put in possesion thereof. That 
some time afler, Gt>oda Anconah, servant to the 
late Governor, sent for this petition ; and after many 
menaces and threats to disposses this petitioner, 
sent him to the Choultry prison, where he was 
confined for three days ; and being released upon 
bail, Gooda Anconah demanded of him the sum of 
two thousand pagodas to let the petitioner eigoy 
the said effects, imder pretence that he was not the 
lawful heir. Which sum being denied, he fell to 
one thousand five hundred and at last to seven hun- 
dred pagodas ; which sum the petitioner paid him, 
being in dread of his power. But the same being 
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au unjust demand and illegally and arbitrarily cx< 
torted, humbly prays redress. 

•• Ordered that the petitioners be referred to the 
Honorable the Mayor's Court." 

Such was the general tenor of the petitions 
against Oooda Ancouah, all of which were re- 
ferred to the Mayor's Court. By the 16th of 
July, Gooda Auconah had been fined 20,000 Pago- 
das, whilst many demands against him still re- 
mained unsettled. How far Governor Macrae 
was implicated in these transactions, it is impossi- 
ble to say ; but there does not appear to have been 
any direct charges brought against him personally, 
and there was no such investigation into his con- 
duct of affairs, as had t^iken place after the retire- 
ment of previous Governors. The subsequent en- 
tries respecting Mr. Macrae arc very meagre and 
unimportant. In August the same* year (1730) 
we find that ho was allowed a hundred and fifty 
pagodas a month for his table expenses ; and in 
the following January we meet with the following 
iiutry, dated only two days before Mr. Macrae em- 
barked for England. 

•* Tuesday, 19th January, 1731. A letter from 
James Macrae, Esq., acquainting that he coiUd not 
invest his money in diamonds without a manifest 
loss ; and Bills not being procurable, he was obliged 
to carry it home in current pagodas ; 25,000 of 
which he desires to lade on the ** Craggs," and 
25,000 tawt on the ** Fordwich." He also de- 
sired that the freight and custom may be left to 
the Company's determination : — which is agreed 
to. uud a letter being wrote to the Honorable 
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Court of Directors to advise thereof, was read and 
signed." 

On the 21st January, 1731, Governor Macrae 
set sail for England, after an absence of some 
forty years. Without a wife, and without of 
course any legitimate child, he appears to have re- 
turned to his native land, laden with a fortune po<> 
pularly estimated at above a hundred thousand 
pounds. According to a tradition published a few 
years back in the " Ayrshire Observer," the vessel 
in which Mr. Macrae returned to England, was 
captured on its way by a privateer; and the 
shrewd ex- Governor, knowing the vessel to have 
on board a valuable cargo of diamonds, had tho 
address to get the ship ransomed for a comparative- 
ly small sum. We are also told by the same au- 
thority that the East India Directors were so 
pleased with the Governor's conduct in India, 
that on his return they enquired how they could 
reward him. He is said to have replied that if 
he had done anything meritorious, he would leave 
the . reward to them. We have not however suc- 
ceeded in discovering what was the value of the 
reward conferred on the ex-Governor, or if indeed 
any pecuniary reward were conferred at all. The 
story in itself is quite in keeping with tho character 
of Mr. Macrae, in the matter of his allowance for 
table expenses already noticed, it is recorded that 
Governor Pitt had frequently desired his predecessor 
to give in some account of his expenses, but that 
Mr. Macrae declined doing anything of the sort, 
and left the Board to allow him whatever they 
thought proper. 
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On Mr. Macrae's arrival in England, his first 
object appears to have been to enquire about the 
fortunes of his family. It seems that his mother 
had been dead some years, and that his sister, who 
was still living at Ayr, had married a man named 
MacGuire, who gained a livelihood partly as a car- 
p^ter and partly as a fiddler at kirns and wed- 
dings. Mr. Macrae accordingly wrote to his sister 
at Ayr, enclosing a large sum of money, and en- 
gaging to provide handsomely for herself and 
&mily. The surprise of Mr. and Mrs. MacGuire 
was of course unbounded; and they are said 
to have given way to their delight by indulging in 
a luxury which will serve to illustrate both their 
ideas of happiness, and the state of poverty in 
which they had been living. They procured a loaf 
of sugar and a bottle of brandy ; and scooping out 
a hole in the sugar loaf, they poured in the brandy, 
and supped up the sweetened spirit with spoons, 
until the excess of felicity compelled them to close 
their eyes in peaceful slumber. 

The grand object which Mr. Macrae appeal;? to 
have had in view during the remaining years of his 
life, was the elevation of his sister's family, the 
four daughters of Mr. and Mrs. MacGuire.* The 
eldest married Mr. Charles Dalrymple, who was 
Sheriff Clerk of Ayr, and received the estate of 
Orangefield. The tradition is still preserved of a 
large box of tea, a great rarity at that time, having 
be^ presented to Mrs. Dali^mple by Governor 

* The information here given has been derived from 
descendants or connexions of the family who are still 
living. 
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Macrae ; and this box proved so large that the 
doors at Orangfield would not admit it, and it be- 
came necessary to haul it up on the outside for 
admission at a large window. This box strongly 
bound with brass is still in existence, and is used 
as a com chest by Dr. Whitehouse of Ayr. The 
second daughter married Mr. James Erskine, who 
received the estate of Alva ; and was afterwards 
elevated to the Bench under the title of Lord Alva. 
The third daughter married William, the thirteenth 
Earl of Glencaim. In this match Governor 
Macrae took the liveliest interest, but it did not 
come off till the year 1744 ; and then the old 
Nabob was so seriously ill that the doctor could 
not assure him of hving until the solemnization of 
the nuptials. On this occasion Governor Macrae 
gave his neice as " tocher" the barony of Ochiltree, 
which had cost him £25,000, as well as diamonds 
to the value of £45,000. But the marriage did not 
prove a happy one, for the Earl had no real affection 
for his wife, however much he may have respected 
her wealth. The Earl however was not inclined to 
submit to any taunting allusions to his wife's fami- 
ly, for when Lord Cassilis reproached him at a ball 
with having so far forgotten his rank as to marry 
a fiddler's daughter, he at once replied, — " Yes, 
my Lord, and one of my father in law's favourite 
airs was " The Gipseys cam' to Lord Cassilis's 
yett,"— referring to the elopement of a Countess of 
Cassilis with the Gipseys, celebrated in the old 
song of " Johnny Faa." The second son of this 
Earl of Glencaim by the niece of Governor Macrae, 
succeeded to his father's title as James, fourteenth 
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Earl of Gkncaim, aod is known as a benefactor of 
the Poet Bams. This Earl died in 1791, when 
Bums wrote his "Lament for James, £ari of 
Glencairo," concluding with the following pathetic 
lines ; — 

" The bridegroom may forset the bride, 

Was made his weddod wife yestreen ; 
Hie monarch may fofget the crown 

That on his head an hoar has been ; 
Hie mither may forget the bairn 

That smiles sae sweetly on her knee ; 
But 111 remember thee, Gtencaim, 

And a' that thou hast dooe for me !" 

The fourth daughter of the MacGuires married 
a young gentleman of suspicious origin, who went 
by the name of James Macrae. This young man 
was said to be the nephew of the old Governor, 
but he is generally supposed to have been a na- 
tural son. The barony of Houston was conferred 
upon the pair, but the subsequent career of this 
branch of the family was far from fortunate. A 
son known as Captain Macrae became a reputed 
bully and professeid duellist at Edinburgh ; and 
is represented in one of the caricatures of the 
time as practising with a pistol at a barber's block. 
In 1790 Captain Macrae fought a celebrated duel 
with Sir George Ramsay, in which the latter was 
mortally wounded. It seems that whilst both 
gentlemen were escorting some ladies out of the 
Theatre in Edinburgh, their servants quarrelled as 
to whose carriage should be drawn up at the door. 
Each of the gentlemen took his servant's part, and 
the result was the duel, which occasioned the death 
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of Sir George Kamsay and the exile and outlawry 
of Captain Macrae. 

In conclusion we must notice the very few re- 
corded events which are still preserved of the last 
years of Governor Macrae. The old Anglo-Indian 
appears to have passed some fifteen years in his na- 
tive country prior to his death in 1746. In 1733 
he was admitted as a burgess of the old town of 
Ayr, when his name was entered as " James Ma- 
crae, late Governor of Madras." In 1734 he pre- 
sented the citizens of Glasgow with the metallic 
equestrian statue of king William which still 
adorns that city. How he employed himself 
during the latter years of his life is no where 
stated, beyond the bare fact that he lived and died 
at Orangefield. We can easily however imagine 
the old man busy in promoting the advancement 
of his nieces, and in superintending the estates 
which he purchased from time to time. One of 
his last recorded acts occurred in December, 1745, 
when he lent JB5000 to the community of Glasgow, 
to meet the sum which had been levied from 
them by Prince Charles. He died somewhere 
about the year 1746, and was buried in Prestwich 
Churchyard. Such is the eventful story of Go- 
vernor Macrae, the son of a washerwoman of Ayr. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



OOVEBNORSHIP OF ME. GEORGE MORTON PITT. 
1730—31. 

Mr. George Morton Pitt succeeded to the Gover- 
norship of Fort St. George, and of all the Com- 
pany's settlements on the coast of Coromandel, on 
the 14th of May, 1730. The first few months of 
his administration were sufficiently occupied in re- 
Geiyin|^the complaints against Gooda Anconah, the 
Chief l)ubash of Goremor Macrae, already record- 
ed in the previous chapter. But the following 
little entry within two days of his accession^ 
having reference to the repeal of Governor Mac- 
rae's order against the exportation of silver, is 
worthy of being preserved. 

" Saturday, 16th May, 1730. The President ob- 
serving that in Consultation the 25 th August last, 
the prohibition against exporting silver only was 
taken ofiP, and that that on gold is still continued ; 
whereas it seems the intent of the Honorable Com- 
pany that it should be taken off from both : where- 
fore ordered that the Secretary give public notice, 
that the inhabitants and others have full liberty 
to carry their gold into the country uncoined." 

The following brief entry exhibits the punish- 
ment awarded against Gooda Anconah, 

"Thursday, 16th July, 1730. The President 



T7ia-3l.J HISTOUT OF MADRAS. 91 

representing to the Board that Grooda Anconah 
having been fined 20,000 pagodas, which is order- 
ed by the Company to be laid out in grain and 
distributed amongst the poor ; but it being doubt- 
ed whether there will be sufficient effects found to 
answer the other just demands upon Anoonah, he 
proposes that the fine when levied shall lie in the 
Company's Cash till that is known, and after- 
wards make the distribution, which is agreed to." 

In dealing with the annals of Governor Macrae's 
administration we have sufficiently indicated his 
arbitrary chamcter. We however publish the fol- 
lowing extract as a still further illustration of the 
relation which existed in old tim6 between the 
Pi'esident'ljnd members of Council. 

" Monday, 22nd June, 1730. After reading 
the letter (from the Directors animadverting on 
the arbitrary conduct of Governor Macrae) the 
President told the Board that he hoped always to 
see such an harmony there, that every thing would 
go with unanimity ; but as the former administra- 
tion had been reflected upon for severely treating 
those Gentlemen who spoke their opinions freely, 
it behoved him to declare that, as his intention 
was to serve the Company in the best manner, he 
should be glad of their advice upon all occasions ; 
and as he thought it to be every man's right to 
enter his dissent whenever he pleased, he shoidd 
be far from resenting, either by his influence or 
power, so justifiable a practice." 

The following notice concerning the origin of 
the " M" Pagodas is very interesting. 

Saturday, 5th September, 1730, The President 
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observing to the Board what is recommended ii» 
the last general letter concerning the badness of 
pagodas, desires this affiiir may be now taken in- 
to consideration, and that the Assay Master may 
be sent for to assist with his advice. Mr. Westoi> 
was accordingly called in, and acquaints us that the 
pagodas grow daily worse > and that some he tried 
in May last were no better than eighty three and a 
half touch ; whereas they ought to be of the value 
of the Negapatam pagodas, which ia eighty-five and 
three quarters. The Board taking into considera- 
tion the danger the Company's estate is in ; and 
that commerce must inevitably suffer if this uncer- 
tain money circulates longer unsuspected ; and 
that though we defer taking proper measures to 
prevent this abuse at present, at last there will be 
an absolute necessity to do it (may be, when it wiD 
give a much greater shock to trade) ; and likewise 
no time can be so proper aa when the Company's 
cash is so low, as now by the large draught sent 
to the Bay by the " Cadogan.'* We therefore come 
to the following resolution, in order to secure the 
Company's estate, which we Iwpe will be sufficient 
to open the eyes of every body else, who must 
otherwise be undone by their credulity. 

" That a new pagoda be coined of equal weight 
and fineness with the Negapatam pagoda, and 
with the same stamp, only distinguished with the 
letter M on each side the image ; whidi shall be 
current in all branches of the Company's business, 
and tliat no other sort shall be paid or received, 
excepting in tlie Northern investments, where the 
old Madras pagoda is only current. But as this 
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resolution cannot be put in practice till we have 
a supply of gold from China and elsewhere to 
make a circulation, we declare that this order of 
the Board shall not be in full force till the first of 
May ensuing ; when we arc in hopes the Eastern 
ships will be returned, and the merchants have 
sufficient time to coin the gold they purchase into 
the above said specie ; which were we to insist upon 
before a supply amves, they must be obliged to 
melt down tlie present coins, and be considerable 
losers in giving it a new stamp." 

In the first chapter of the annals of the admi- 
nistration of Governor Macrae, we found occasion 
to notice at some length the steps taken to increase 
the business at the Madi*as Mint, and to put a 
stop to the coinage of inferior rupees by the 
country powers. Mr. Macrae expected to carry 
out his plan by preventing the exportation of silver, 
and reducing the mint charges. The prohibition 
however was repealed, as we have seen, and of 
course led to the reconsideration of the allowance 
made to the Brahmin minters in the Madras Mint. 
On the same day therefore that the Assay Master 
was summoned to give his opinion upon the bad 
pagodas, he took the opportunity of representing 
the case of the Mini Brahmins. The circumstance 
is thus recorded, 

** At the same time Mr. Weston the Assay 
Master delivers a petition from the Mint Brah- 
mins, representing the hard conditions upon which 
tiicy arc obliged to coin rupees ; which they 
consented to, only because they were promised 
and llattered that there should be a prohibition of 
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all uncoined silver being exported ; by which 
means they would be so perpetually enii)loyed that 
their gains would be equal to, or more than what 
it was before ; and requesting that half per cent, 
more be allowed them as heretofore ; since we had 
thought fit to take off the prohibition. Upon due 
consideration of the matter, we agree to their re- 
quest ; being sensible that the prohibition of ex- 
porting silver inland was the motive that induced 
them to consent to coin at the present rate ; and 
lest too great a restraint upon them who are 
numerous and poor, should tempt them to de- 
bauch the coin, which is well known to be the prac- 
tice in foreign mints where the Arcot nipee is 
coined cheaper.** 

The regulation of the price of grain appears to 
have been a mania with the Madras Governors in 
the olden time, notwithstanding the severe lessons 
they had received respecting the utter impracticabi- 
lity of such measures. The following extracts tell 
their own story. 

" Tuesday, 29th September, 1730. Great com- 
plaints being umde that the merchants, dealing in 
lice and paddy, secrete the same, and withhold its 
coming to market ; and it bemg necessary, in or- 
der to prevent the ill consequences of such a prac- 
t ice, to be informed of the quantities of grain in 
the place, and the possessors thereof : it is oi-dered 
that public notice be given, that all pei*sons being 
possessed of more than 5 garcc of rice or paddy, 
do declare the same within 3 days to Messrs. 
Hubbard and Morse, on penalty of being severely 
fined ; and that whomsoever shall, within 8 days 
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after, discover and prove any such conceal- 
ment shall have 10 pagodas a? reward." 

" Tuesday, 6th October, 1730. Notwithstand- 
ing the order of last Consultation for discovering 
the stock of grain in the place, the Committee ac- 
quaint the Board that they received notice only of 
a few small parcels ; whereby it appears the Mer- 
chants hoard up their grain in order to enhance the 
price ; and the markets having been quite empty 
for several days, and consequently the poor griev- 
ously distressed thereby : — it is ordered that all 
the Merchants dealing in grain by the great, be 
obliged to sell their stock on hand at the rat« of 
60 pagodas per garce for rice, and paddy at 30 
pagodas ; that the retailers shall be obliged to sell 
it again rice at If measures for one fanam, and 
twice the quantity of paddy, and no dearer on any 
pretence whatever ; that Messrs. Hyde, Burton, 
Peers, and Morse be appointed as a Committee to 
see these orders complied with, and the markets 
fully supplied at that rate ; and that they may be 
the better able to do this, it is ordered that ho 
grain be sold between the hours of six in the even- 
ing and six in the morning ; and also that the 
Committee be authorized to. seal up all godowns 
or repositories of grain in order to secure the same 
for public use." 

" Ordered that the Secretary do give public 
notice thereof." 

The following very extraordinary story is best 
told in the language of the original record. 

" Monday, 11th January, 1731. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that a very surprising 
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accident having happened this morning, which by 
n false representation might be used very much to 
the detriment of his eh^eter ; he thinks it in- 
cumbent on him to clear that, by giving them 
the whole account of the affair which is thus. 
One Gruapa, a person frequently entrusted with 
the sale of diamonds, had for some months 
amused him with the notice of having in his 
custody a diamond of the most extraordinary 
size that had been known ; which made the Pre- 
sident very desirous to treat with him about the 
purchase of it ; which the man seemed inclined to, 
and promised to bring the diamond to the Presi- 
dent ; but with a number of trifling excuses he 
delayed and shifted it off from one time to another 
till last Wednesday ; when Gruapa came to him in 
Company with Ponchola Kistna and Permaul, and 
told liim he had brought the diamond he promised, 
but could not then let him see it, the said owner 
not being in the way ; and then delivered him 
a large bulse, scaled \nth three seals, which he 
said were the owner's, who would wait on the Pre- 
sident in a few days and strike the bargain. The 
l^sident observ^ to him that the stamp of 
one of the three seals was imperfect, which he im- 
mediately offered to correct with his own seal. 
But the President being very desirous to see 
the diamond, told him if he had power to 
alter the seal, he had power to open the 
bulse ; on which he recollected himself, and tear- 
ing otV a piece of his clout, carefully wrapped 
1 hat about the bulse, and fixed a seal thereon ; 
which was a small cornelian stone he took from 
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his turban ; and so be left the bulse ; having at 
several times received before i,$00 pagodas, which 
he said the owner was in immediate want of. The 
next morning the President went to the Mount 
and carried the bulse with him ; thinking it more 
secure with himself than any where else ; but be- 
fore he had been at the Mount many hours, he was 
surprised with the news of Gruapa's being dead; that 
he died suddenly in the morning, without discover- 
ing any previous symptoms of illness. Mr. John 
Roach and Mr. Rawson Hart were present with him 
when he received this news ; which be was very 
sorry for, and he immediately told those Gentle- 
men of his having received a very large diamond 
from the deceased, and showed them the bulse ; 
and further told them it had been possible to, 
secrete such an affair ; but he assured themi 
though he had not agreed for the sum, he was re- 
solved the man's family should have full as much 
as he could afford to have given had the man been 
alive. After the President's return from the Mount* 
he was acquainted that the same Gruapa had been 
with Mr. Macrae, and offered to lodge with him a 
large diamond upon receiving 10,000 pagodas ; 
but he refusing to let Mr. Macrae see the diamond 
they came to no agreement. This stoiy gave 
some suspicion to the President, who being willing 
to be satisfied, and not knowing who the owner 
was, he sent for Mr. Eoach and Mr. Hart, who 
had before seen the bulse ; and showing them the 
seal and satisfying them the bulse was in the same 
condition he received it, did in their presence cut 
it open without defacing the seals ; and all that 
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WHS found therein was a large anndy stone which 
be (klivers to the Board to vkw. Mr. Roach and 
Mr, Hart 4 being present at this narration, declare 
upon oath that the parts when they are mentioned 
to be present are true. Captain Eekman, wlio had 
hfsen very eonversaat with this man for a loug 
time, being examined and shown the outer seal, 
declares upon oath that he remembers it very welJ, 
and knows it to be a seal that the deceased Gruapa 
had in his custody ; and that the inscription there- 
on 13 the word '* Raganaculoo ;" and gives tins 
fiirther testimony concerning it, that Gruapa once 
otfered to give him that cornelian before it was cut, 
but not caring to accept of it, his dubash desired 
Gniapa would cause it to be cut for him^ but Dot 
being done to hb liking he returned it to Gruapa, 
Captain Eckniau*s dubaah was called for, and 
asked his name, he says it is ^' Raganaeuloo ;'* and 
being examined concerning the seal he declares he 
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and Factors than ever reached the ears of the 
Honorable the Governor of Fort St. George. 

The proceedings of that terrible pirate Angria 
from his strongholds at Gheria and Seremdroog 
on the Malabar Coast, are illustrated by the follow- 
ing significant letter addressed to the Governor 
and Council by the Captain of the King George 
Galley. 

" Gentlemen, 

I am informed Angria's Grabbs have taken one 
of the Honorable Company's Galleys, and very 
much disabled a second by taking the advantage 
of attacking and boarding them astern, where 
they can bring no gnns to defend them ; upon 
which I have consulted my officers on board, and 
find that in 5 or 6 days, if you think proper that 
we stay so long, we can cut two ports for guns 
that will carry a three pound shot, and mount our 
swivel guns on our Gunnels, and prepare ourselves 
with necessaries to defend against being attacked 
in the like manner. 

I am. Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
King Greorge's Galley, I Richard Boultom." 

Feb. 3rd, 1781. f 

The following extracts illustrate the proceedings 
which were adopted at this period against ^ 
Ostend interlopers. 

"Monday, 6th April, 1731. The President 
acquaints the Board that he is advised the Ostend 
ship that was at Merga, went lately to Pondi- 
cherry, but was denied the liberty of that Port ; 
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whence she went to Tranquebar, and obtained 
protection from the Danes, where she continoes in 
order to procure a cargo for Europe. Wherefore 
be propoees that the prohibition hereafter entered, 
be publialied in all languages, to prevent all com- 
meroe or correspondence directly or indirectly with 
Ihtt OtimidDrs, or any ooncemed with them, which 
la unMuiuHmsly agreed to." 

** Monday, Ath April, 1731. George Morton 
Hiili Kaq.i IVeaideut and Governor of Fort St. 
Utnaatf^ and Council, to all whom these presents 

^^ \VhMmia« tKer« ia lately arrived on this coast 
a »Ki)^ earfyiiyi tbo oolourt of the Emperor of 
(iiMrMMMW, am( ia now riding in the poK of 
tWi<|«Mka? WMWavouring to procure a cargo for 
Kui\4)« ) wliidi being oonlmy to the interest of 
|Im» HoiumbW ll# KMliab Eaal India Company, 
«ad 10 lb0 IWlM im faree belween the reapooiiTe 



'' '|\is ia lbef«lbi« lo git« publk iK>tiee, thai 
wbat0v«c i^babrtaial of Ibb pbce sball aid or assist 



IW smU ak^ k aiiQr iMMMr of w^» direct^ or 
mmIix^H^^ «itbef b^ loWkMtlf or b^ bia serranls or 
oocre^iMNMbMlA,— b^ ««laW sk*U be coniscftted 
to ibd^ u^ ol tW UoikofabW OMa|Mai^» vod bittsdf 
axfeilea IW» Bo^uiOa. Adl IbfOwt; all Mswiniit^ 
evotbefs ibal bav« aa^ » i M» or samAka al 
Ikaw^nebar^ iuioHM^diaiDt^ ax« imw i rt lo wilbdbaiw 
iLni wader pain of iMKH ir nnijt w p«iMkkiffa above 
mmlifMmL And tolbi»iMiid ibal UdMH aMiji fca^ 
tvid i^iMcaoce> iba Ugnoiablkr Ibi^ l^aidMl awl 
CawKaLortbiap^Babftv^gtdMKldl %b»<JMHMi» 
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to be translated into all the langoages, and hung 
up at the Choidtiy and Sea Gate, of which public 
notice is likewise given by the beating of the torn 
torn." 

We have now to relate what our experience 
would lead us to believe to be one of the most 
singular stones in the records. We give the 
entries in the consultations exactly in the order in 
which they stand. 

** Tuesday, a7th, April, 1731 The President 
acquainted the Board that complaint had been 
made him of an insult offered to the Captain of 
the Main GKiard, as well as to the Ensign of the 
Choultry Guard, by Mr. Peers, Mr. Foxley, and 
Mr. Henry Solomon, on Thursday night last ; 
which tendUng very much to the disturbance of the 
place, and to destioy all discipline in the garrison, 
he therefore proposed that Mr. Peers, who was then 
sitting at the Board, should withdraw. Accordingly 
he did so. 

*' Ensign Peele being called in, decUured that he 
was alarmed by a very great noise in the street, 
and going to see what was the matter saw three 
persons in one palankeen, which breaking just at 
the guard occasioned the noise to increase. On 
which^ endeavouring to persuade them to be quiet, 
he was insulted by them ; that Bir. Peers threa- 
tened him, Mr. Solomon said he was drunk, and 
Mr. Foxley held up his fist at him. This account 
was confirmed by the Serjeant and Corporal of the 
said Guard ; as also by Captain Eckman, com- 
mander of the Main Guard, who on Mr. Peers' 
complaint, sent for the Ensign and examined him ; 



102 



HX8T0ET OF MADEaS. 



Ci9i»-li- 



ond he gave him the same account of the matter, 
08 did also the Seijeant and Corporal. And fur- 
ther Coptain Eckraau declared that Mr. Peers 
commanded him to confine the Ensign in very 
peremptory terms, averring he was drunk and had 
msulted him ; whereas he, the said Captain, was 
intisfied he was perfectly sober. All these depo- 
sitions are entered after consultation. 

'* The President then added that the next 
morning after this happened, when he expected 
Mr. Peers should have considered of the folly of 
what he had done, he was surprised to find him 
instead thereof to insist that the Ensign should 
be punished ; and that in such terms as gave the 
President but too just reason to complain of Mr. 
Peers* want of respect to him, wliich Mr. Burton, 
who was with him at the same time Mr. Peers 
insisted on this, confirmed. 

*' The Board taking into consideration the ill 
consequences which must necessarily follow on 
tuoh irregular proceedings, agreed that a charge 
be tlrawn up and ffiven Mr. Peers, agreeable to the 
tenor of the said depositions ; and that it be 
siynitled to him that his answer thereto be ready 
ou Monday next. 

** Having called in and examined Mr. Foxley 
and Mr. Solomon, the latter of whom absolutely 
UeuitHi everything charsred upon him, and the 
former denied that he had lifted his fist at the 
Bnsign, came to the following resolutions. 

•* That Mr, Paul Foxley be suspended from 
the Honorable Companv's Service, and that the 
Secretary notify it to Mr. Henry Solomon, who 
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by these actions is apparently guilty of a breach 
of the covenants entered into with the Companv ; 
that he must prepare for Europe in twelve months. 
To which Eesolves Messrs Hubbard and Morse 
dissented." 

The deposition respecting this unique case are 
entered in the consultation, books of the same day 
as follows. 

** Tuesday, 27th April, 1731. Ensign Peele 
declareth.— That he being commander of the 
Choultry Guard heard a very great noise in the 
Street. He called to the Seijeant and Corporal to 
know the meaning, who could not inform him, but 
suspected it to be the uproar of some drunken 
Sailors. Whereon he ordered a part of the guard 
to be in readiness to seize and suppress them. 
When they had advanced just opposite to the 
Choultry guard, he perceived there was three per- 
sons in one palankeen, who proved to be Mr. 
Peers, Mr. Eoxley, and Mr. Solomons ; which be- 
ing so loaded broke down with them, and on this 
disaster the clamour was louder than beforCf. On 
which he went to them, and said, '* Gentlemen, I 
beg you will consider what time of night it is, and 
that you will depart about your occasions and not 
disturb the Garrison." On this Mr. Peers came 
up to him in a very particular manner, and cried, 
— " Who are you Sir P" He answered, " I am 
conunander of this guard ; and it is my duty to 
preserve the peace, and I hope you won't disturb 
it" " Sir !" Said Mr. Peers, " we know who you 
are very well, and shall deal with you accord- 
ingly." Mr. Henry Solomons came up and sidd, 
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" the Enalgn is drunk* what slguifies talking tn 
iuch a drunken fellow ■ speak to the Seijeaut ; 
I know him to be a sober mau>" He replied^ ^' Gen- 
tlemen, if ^ou had drnnk no more than I thera 
would have been none of this disturbanee to 
night," Mr, Paul Fox ley coming near with his 
houda behind bim» then thrust one of them al- 
nkost in his face, wlilcb made liim, who bad his 
sword in his baud but not drawn, point it to him^ 
and order him to keep hia distance, and not dare 
to insult him in such a manner in the face of hij 
Guard, Mr. Foxley said, ** You Sir, what do you 
pretend to ? don^t you see who is m our company ; 
and that, after HOme vollios of oaths and threiUs, 
they retired to the main guard., All which 1 attest 
to be true, George Peelc." 

" Captain EckmEin being sent for, and question- 
ed what passed on his guard on Saturday night 
last with respect to Mr. Fcers and some others in 
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complaint, aud the Ensign, who appeared to him 
to be perfectly sober, gave him the account of the 
matter which is merely a repetition of what has 
been already stated." 

" Captain Eckman dedares that, after the En- 
sign was returned, he sent to be further satisfied 
for the Serjeant and Corporal, who related the same 
story exactly, and averred the Ensign was perfect- 
ly sober. Notwithstanding which, Mr. Piwrs in- 
sisted the Ensign should be coidHned, and com- 
manded him positively to do it. To soothe him 
he told Mr. i^Ber9 he would secure the Ensign, and 
take care he should be forthcoming in the mom* 
ing to answer any complaint." 

Here follows the charge against Mr. Peers. 

" Copi^ of a charge e^ibiUd by ike Fnmteni 
and CotatcU of Fort St George against Mr, Ckarles. 
Feera, one qf the Members of the said CouneiL 

'* For that complaint hath been made by En- 
sign Pecle, that you, Charles Peers, with other dis- 
orderly companions, viz. Mr. Paul Foxley, and 
Mr. Henry Solomons, did on Saturday night last, 
between the hours of one and two, approach the 
Choultry guard with a great noise and distur- 
bance ; and being come very near to the GKiard» 
you did in a most unseemly and unwarrantable 
manner, insuH and threaten the said Ensign, who 
was commander there. That not being contented 
with the abuse and insult to his &ce, you went to 
the Main Guard, which having alarmed with re* 
peated noise and knocking, you deaianded to 
speak with the Captain. That when he came, 
you imjnstifiably assumed to command^ and pe- 

14 
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remptoriiy required him to obey your orders, and 
confine the aforesaid £nsign ; and this you posi- 
tively insisted on, notwithstanding all the soft per- 
suasions to the contrary, and the representations 
of the iigustioe and irregularity of such a pro- 
oeedinff. 

'* Which actions being highly culpable in them- 
selves, and having a direct tendency to subvert 
and destroy all good order and Government, 
which you as a member is more particularly bound 
to suppcHt and conserve the quiet of. 

" You are hereby required to answer to this 
charge, which answer is expected on Monday the 
8nl Msy next, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon." 

Before going any further with the charge against 
Mr. Peers it may hd as well to notice, what hns been 
already stated, that two members of Coimcil, Mr. 
Hubbard and Mr. Morse, dissented from the 
punishment already awarded to Mr. Foxley and 
Mr. Solomons. The dissent is this entered in the 
oonsidtations. 

" We dissent from that part of the Consultation 
wherein Mr. Foxley is ordered to be suspended 
and Mr. Henry Solomons sent home ; because we 
are not fully satisfied that the diarge laid against 
them is clearly made good in every respect, as we 
find those gentlemen deny the worse part of it ; 
whose assertions of their innocence ought in our 
opinion to have some weight. But admitting that 
the matter happened as the officers of the Guard 
have representeil it, we cannot help thinking the 
punishment more than adequate to the crime, and 
tliat a reprimand from the Board would have been 
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more suitable to the nature of the offence, as wdl 
as to the Company's orders. And we further 
think Mr. Foxley's long and faithful services 
might plead something in his behalf, and extenuate 
in some measure what is laid to his charge, wherein 
we don't find there was any ill intended to the 
welfare of the Garrison." 

James Hubbard. 
Nicolas Morse. 
We now make an extract from the consultations 
of the 3rd of May, on which day Mr. Peers was to 
make his answer to the charge before the Go- 
vernor and Council. 

" Monday, 3rd May, 1731, Mr. Peers being 
called upon for his answer to the charge exhibited 
against him, replied that he had not received any 
charge as he apprehended, but only a paper said 
to be a copy of one, without its being certified that 
the President and Council had approved thereof. 
But the Board telling him they had approved 
thereof, he then gave in his answer to it as entered 
after this Consultation ; wherein he demands a 
hearing face to face with the persons who have 
complained against him. He next proceeds to give 
an account of the affair, affirming that what noise 
they made was only laughing at the breaking of 
the palankeen, though perhaps the palankeen boys 
might be noisy ; that the Ensign thereupon treated 
them haughtily instead of their insulting the En- 
sign ; that they went to the Main Guard to com- 
plain of him, and denies that he used any haughty 
language to the Captain, or assumed any command 
over him. His answer therefore contains in it an 
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aeoount oftheprooe^lings of that nigbt set in a 
different light tlian by tbe charge ; and n demand 
to have a hcanng before the Board, as at large in 
the answer. He likewise takes notice that the 
thing happened oii a Thurgday night, whereas 
th<i charge lays it on the Saturdny. 

" He being inthdrawn the error of the time 
was allowed ; and a motion being made for calling 
in the witue^es and Mr, Peers, it was resolved 
in the negative* because this Board did not aet in 
this case as a Court of Judicature, but were only 
examining into the behaviour of one of tlie mem^ 
bers of it. 

*' Then the Board, taking into consideiatioii 
the several depoaitions on which the charge is 
founded, and Mr. Peers' dcfenoe, did agree that 
the charge was fully made oat and thereupon^ 

'• Resolved thivt Air. Peers should be suspendctl 
the Company's Service till their pleasure was 
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palankeen broke» upon which we got out of it 
laughing at the accident only ; though it is very 
likdy the palankeen fellows might make some 
noise among themselves on its happening, as 
indeed it is generally usual with them. But at 
this instant the Ensign (as it proved, for on his 
first appearance, being undressed and in his bauyon 
coat I did not know him) came irom off his cot, 
and in a very haughty manner cryed out ** None 
of your disturbance, Grentlemen 1 Go along ; if 
yon don't I vrill confine you on the Guard.** I 
said, " For what ? tliat we had made no distur- 
bance, but he might confine us if he thought pro- 
per." Upon which he told us " so he would if we 
continued to make a disturbance ; that he really 
thought by oiur noise that the town was on fire." 
I replied, *' he could scarcely judge so by any 
we had made, but that he might do as he pleased." 
It is not impossible but, finding myself insulted 
without cause, I might talk pretty loud to him ; 
but I did not treat him with any ill manners, and 
by this time having pretty well recovered himself, 
he found I was one of the Company's council ; 
upon which he said he was sorry to find Mr. Peers 
was there. I answered, " He had no occasion to 
be so, for that I did not know we had committed 
a fault ; nevertheless if he thought convenient to 
confine us he might ; when I believed he would 
find who had really committed a disturbance :" — 
thinking he had used me ill without just reason. 
Whereupon I left him, and said I would go to the 
Main Guard and acquaint it with what had hap- 
pened. During our discourse with the Ensign here. 



no 



HISTORY OF MADRAS. 



11730-31. 



Mr. Foxlcy said, he thought it was impertinent 
in him to use one of the Council as he had done ; 
and told him he did not appear in his guard in a 
proper garb as an officer ; and Mr. Heniy Solo- 
mons said he was but just risen from off his cot, 
and coidd not well judge, bidding him ask the 
Seijeant and Corporal of the Guard if we had made 
any disturbance. Bein^ come to the Main Guard 
gate which was shut, I knocked there, and desired 
to speak with the Captain ; who after a small 
time came down from liis room to me on the 
parade. I informed him of what had passed at 
the Choultry, whereupon he ordered the Ensign 
to be called up ; but immediately afterwards 
I said, " Captain Eckman, can you send for the 
Ensign off his Guard ?" To which he an- 
swered, " Yes Sir I have sent for liim." I replied, 
" you be pleased then to send some body to take 
care of the Guard ; there seems to be a goo<l sober 
sergeant or two here.'* And he said again, ** I 
will see the Guard taken care of.'* After the Ensign 
was come up, Captain Eckman asked him why he 
had stopped the Gentlemen as they were passing 
by ? Who told him, because we made a very great 
noise and disturbance. I assured Mr. Peele hereupon 
that there was no noise other than what might be 
from the breaking of the bamboo ; and as we had 
not made any disturbance, if he would only say so 
it would be sufficient, and I would have nothing 
more to say to it. But he answered " No Sir, I 
ctmnot eay so ;" and upon this 1 said to Captain 
Eckman, ** Then Sir vou will please to relieve 
the Ensign, and keep him hero till the moming, 
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till you can acquaint the Governor with what has 
happened.'* Which he promised to do, telling us 
it was usual to report to him every morning from 
the Guards. In talking with Captain Eckman, 
but whether before or after the Ensign was come 
up I cannot positively recollect, I did tell him, if 
he did not care to concern himself about it I would 
go and acquaint Mr. Eowke ; and further that as 
we or the Ensign must be in the wrong, to put either 
us or him on the Guard. To which he gave for 
answer, — " I will take care of him," and so ordered 
the gates to be opened to let us out of the Town." 
« « « 

" I must account it a very great misfortune to 
lie under the odium of a charge ; but as I am free 
on that account to urge anything in my own behalf, 
I would in the next place recommend to you to 
consider, that the subject matters of complaint is 
not for any infidelity to our Honourable Masters, or 
breach of trust committed ; so that whilst I have 
not in violation of our common oath of fidelity to 
them, or our Covenants, been unfaithful to their 
interests in committing any enormities they parti- 
cularly provide against, such as of abusing the 
trust they repose in us by vexing and distressing 
the inhabitants ; whether by extortion under the 
suspicious pretext of perquisities not allowed by 
them or by any other means, wilfull mismanage- 
ment or misapplication of their revenues, em- 
bezzlement of their goods, corruption and acts of 
violence, waste of their money, or over charges in 
the prices of goods bought with it and the like ; — 
I say, while 1 have not only kept my hands clear 
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restricted to such as are absolutely required to e%- 
plain the entries in the records of Madras. 

Our first entry in the year 1732 refers to the 
Mahrattas. Shao, the grandson of Serajee, reigned 
at Sattara, which at that time was the capital of 
the Mahratta dominion. The Kajah however was 
a man of pleasure, and left the affairs to his cele- 
Inrated minister Bajee Bao, better known as the 
Peishwa. Bajee Rao must be regarded as the 
founder of what may be called the second Mahratta 
empire. At an early period be had contemplated 
the conquest of Delhi, and the estal)lishment of the 
Mahratta power upon the ruins of the Mogul. But 
lie was thwarted by the intrigues of enemies at 
Sattara, and involved in a contest with the Nizam. 
The opposition of two such men as the Peishwa 
and the Nizam would be well worthy of notice in 
a history of India, but would be out of place here. 

In 1732 some sort of terms were apparently 
eoncluded between the Peishwa and the Nizam. 
But in the spring we find that the Mahrattaa 
were entering the Camatic ; and that SadatuUa 
Khan, Nabob of Arcot, and Abdul Nabby Khan, 
who appears to have been a Patau Nabob of Cud- 
dapa, were marching out to meet them. Accord- 
ingly the political department of the Madras 
Plresidency was put into working order ; though, at 
our readers wUl perceive from the ^foUowing entry, 
llie expenditure of the department was pla^ on a 
feoting which in these times we cannot but regard 
aa strictly economical. 

'« Monday, 24th April, 1732. The Spy peon 
alj4iwt» having advised the Prendent that th^ 
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Mabrattas are entered this part of the country, and 
our Nabob gone to join Abdulnab'by Khan in order 
to withstand them ; and requesting, in case he be 
to follow the camp, an advance to his pay in con- 
sideration of the great expense he must necessarily 
be at in so doing ; — agreed that he be allowed ten 
pagodas per month wMle he is in the camp, instead 
of the four which he receives when at Arcot." 

The records next introduce us to a gentleman 
who was subsequently to become famous in the 
annals of Madras. The great Labourdonnais, who 
fourteen years afterwards was to achieve the cap- 
ture of Fort St. George, first appears upon the 
stage in 1732. A year or two previously hs 
had interposed in a quarrel between some Ara- 
bian and Portuguese ships in the harbour of 
Mocha ; and his service on that occasion had re- 
commended him so strongly to the Viceroy of 
Groa, that the Viceroy appointed him agent of his 
Portuguese Majesty on the coast of CoromandeL 
Here, according to Mill, he remained for two years, 
perfecting his knowledge of the traffic and naviga* 
tion of India. In the following entry he appears 
also to have been engaged in assisting the Ostend 
interlopers. 

" Monday, ist May, 1732. The President ac- 
quainted the Board that he had received advice 
that one Monsieur LaBourdonnab in a French 
Ship, had carried from Porto Novo between four 
and five hundred bales for the Ostenders to Gba^ 
and had put them on board her there ; and that 
he had in particular applied to the Viceroy for 
liberty to transport one hundred bales, custom 
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free ; which he was informed, beiug obtained, had 
occasioned a displite between the Viceroy and the 
Custom Master ; of which it is agreed to write to 
Bengal, and to desire the President and Council 
there to examine Captain Dixon who was at 6oa 
at that time about this affair." 

Our next extracts refer to the Nabob of Aroot, 
and will explain themselres. 

" Thursday, 22nd June, 1732. Imaum Sahib, 
Buxie (Paymaster) to the Nabob, and one of the 
greatest influence in that Court, making a visit 
to our President, it is agreed, in consideration that 
it is in his power greatly to assist or prejudice our 
affairs, that a present be made him agreeable to 
what was formerly given Ducknaroy on a like 
occasion." 

" Monday, 17th July, 1732. The French 
having wrote a letter of condolence to the Nabob 
on the death of his wife, and accompanied it with 
a present ; and our Brahmin writing that the 
letter our President wrote on that occasion is kept 
back ;— it is agreed that a piece of Broad Cloth, 
and six bottles of Hose Water, be sent to ac- 
company it. 

** Monday, 14th August, 1732. The President 
acquaints the Board that he took an opportunity 
when Imaum Sahib was here, to discourse to him 
about the ill state of the Company's investment, 
and to desire his countenance and assistance in 
advancing it ; which had had so good an effect as 
to iMijjage Imaum Sahib's recommendation to the 
Nabob ; who had sent his orders to the several 
(lovernuients under his jurisdiction, that the 
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weavers should work for none but our Merchants, 
as appears by the letters sent the President. Trans- 
late of which is entered after tliis consultation." 
''From Nabob Sadatnlla Khan Bahader. 
" 1 received your letter of condolence, which 
you sent me in confirmation of our established 
friendship. Certainly that which so greatly afflicts 
me must also be very near to you ; we must all 
submit to the will of the Great God, which alone 
supports me under so great a loss. 

" Your present of two pieces of Broad cloth and 
six flasks of Rose water 1 have received, and 
esteem it a great mark of your friendship. 

" 1 have sent through means of Imaum Sahib, 
orders to the several Havildars of Towns where 
you provide your goods, to give you all the liberty 
possible, to serve you only, and not to permit of 
auy hindrance whatever. What can I say more ?" 
" From Imaum Sahib, 

" From the time I left your Honor nothing has 
so much run in my mind as your goodness. You 
then mentioned to me something about your cloth 
trade. 1 had not till now an opportunity to speak 
to the Nabob of it, by reason of his wife's death. 
" I have made my request to him, and procm-ed 
his several purwannas, which I now send your 
Honor ; and you must take care to forward them 
to your Gomastas. If after this there happens 
any hinderance or neglect, pray let me know, and 
troopers shall be sent to deliver them in their pre- 
sence to your several Gomastas. 

*' 1 received your two letters, and have delivered 
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tliem, with your pmsent of I wo pieces of Broad 
Cloth and isix Haska of Hoae water, to the Nnhob, 
and he has sent an answer to you. 

" 1 desire your Honor will write your Gomastas 
to sent me n piece of cloth with the price tis you 
approve of; and I will endeavour to get a quantity 
made in the parts under ray command. 

"The Kaboh sends yo a eight pieces of Bectelaea, 
two pieeea of Mocrccs, and some Otah BoseB, by 
Meer Sadulah, wliieli please to aecept and com- 
mand me in any tiling you liave this way." 

The following circular order waa accordingly 
sent by the Nabob of Arcot to the several Havil- 
dars uudf^r ht;^ jurisdiction. 

" The people of the Governor of Madras, who 
eonie to your comitry to buy cloth, is the oceaaiou 
of my writing this j to let you know it ia roy will you 
give strict order t^ all the merchants in your parts^ 
to sell such goods as arc proper for the Governor 
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The revenues of Madras at this time amounted 
to nearly 65,000 Pagodas, or more than £30,000, 
per annum. As the subject is interesting we sub- 
join the following table. 

Pagg. F. C. 
, RevenueB viz. 

Beetle and Tobacco Farm viz. 

The Cowle granted to Poncala Kistna 
and Ramah Chundra for 5 years oom- 
mencing the 5th September 1730 end- 
ing 4th September 1785 at twelve 
equal payments annual rent. 10,000 

Arrack and Wine License. 

The Cowle granted to Poncala Kistna 
expired the 5th December 1732 and 
new let to Rama Chundra and Sandi- 
apa Moodeliar for 5 years commenc- 
ing the said 5th December 1732 end- 
ing 4th December 1737 at twelve 
equal payments— the annual rent.., 4,020 

Town Brokerage. 

The Cowle granted to Gooroo Chetty 
and Terapedoo for 5 years commenc- 
ing the 5th day of September 1730 
ending 4th of September 1735 at two 
half yearly payments — ^the annual 
rent 800 

Measuring Duty on grain. 

The Cowle granted to Quotambawcun 
Oniapah for 5 years commencing 20th 
September 1730 and ending 19th Sep- 
tember 1735 at six equal payments — 
the annual rent., 8500 

Fishing of the River. 

The Cowle ^nted to the Company of 
Maoqua's for 5 years commencmg 25th 
Maroh 1729 ending 24th of ICaroh 
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1734 at two half yearly paymentB — 
the annualrent ^ 



50 



Egmore Ac. villages. 
Let to Kistna Reddee, Chundra Seira 
and Chittombey for 10 yeafs com- 
mencmg 1st July 1725 ending ultimo 
June 1735 at one payment — ^the an- 
nual rent 1,450 

TnTitore Ac. villages. 

Let to Tomby Chetty, Mntavencaty 
Chetty, PoncaU Kistna, and Jaggapa 
Chetty for 12 years commencing 17th 
October 1729 and ending 16th Octo- 
ber 1741 at one payment — the annual 

rent 1,230 

Paddy Fields. 
Let to Daveroy Mudeliar taken from 
him on complaint of selling salt at ex- 
travagant prices and relet at the same 
rate to GaunapaMoodeliar and Sanna 
Vencaty Kistna for 5 years commenc- 
ing 22ud May 1782 ending 2l8t ICay 
1737 at one payment — annual rent... 710 
Jah Tereira's Garden. 

Let to Antonsa de Carvalho for 10 years 
commencing 20th August 1729 end- 

. ing 19th August 1739 24 

Maria Pois's Garden. 
Let to Perseramah for 5 yean commenc- 
ing 25th Man^ 1730 ending 24th 

March 1735— annual rent.. 60 

The Company's old Garden. 

Let to Mahaudu for 12 years commenc- 
ing 15th April 1725 ending 14th April 
1737— annual rent 326 



Total amount of the fixed Revenues Ptigs. 19^520 
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Quit rents viz. 

Battoca rent and skroff duty 

for one year 320 

Amount of the 

rent roll to 31st 

Aug.1732 2585 22 

Deduct 

charges 33 12 
BaddebU 33 66 12 

' 2,499 10 2,819 10 

Scavengers* duty. 

Amount of the assessment... 1,109 33 
Deduct chAi>ge8 
and allowances 611 21 50 

Baddebta 25 26 

637 11 50 472 21 30 

Sea Customs from first month January to 

ultimo December 32,546 14 4 

Land Customs do. 7,800 3 73 

Mint Customs 1,031 27 24 

Total Amount of the Berenue at Fort 
St. George. Pagodas G,4190 4 51 



ISadatulla Khan, Nabob of Areot, died this 
year, probably of grief for the loss of his wife. 
Orme tells us that having no issue, he adopted the 
two sons of his brother ; appointing the elder Dost 
Ali to be Nabob of Arcot ; the younger Boher Ali 
to be Governor of Vcllore ; ancl Gulam Hassein, 
the nephew of his wife, to be Dewan of Arcot. 
Orme also adds, that these dispositions were made 
without that deference towards the Nizam, which 
the latter had determined to establish throughout 
all the Governments under his jurisdiction ; that 

16 
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tliis jealousy prevented Dost Ali from procuring a 
regular confirmation from Delhi ; and that " it w 
9aid'* that he only obtained some letters of appro- 
bation from the Vizier, without the proper fonus of 
an authentic commission. These subjects were no 
doubt often discussed in Port St. George, and in- 
deed only occurred about thii'ty years before Orme 
was himself a member of Council at ,Madras. Yet 
the authority of the records is somewhat opposed to 
that of Orme ; for they expressly state that the ap- 
pointments were made by the Nizam, and more- 
over contain a copy of the Firmaun which the 
new Nabob received from Delhi. We quote the 
original entries. 

" Monday, 16th October, 1732. The Resident 
acquaints the Board that he has advice from Arcot 
that Dost Ali Khan, nephew to the late Nabob, 
had succeeded him in his government, but that 
he was not confirmed from court. 

" Monday, 8th January, 1733. Dost Ali Khan 
and Go\dam Hussan Khan, having on the death 
of the Nabob been appointed by direction from 
('lieen Kulich Khan, the one Nabob the othflT 
Dewan of the Camatic country ; and it being' 
agreed on all sides that this appointment will be 
confirmed from court. It was agreed, in considera- 
tion of the necessity there is to engage them in our 
favour with respect to the investment, and in con- 
sideration of the orders about it from the late 
Nabob,— not to defer the present usual on the ac- 
cession of a Subah any longer ; that by appearing 
thus early in our acknowledgments, we may be 
able to keep our ground with our neiglibours the 
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French, who are generally much more expensive 
in their presents." 

The Firmaun granted to Dost Ali, is thus 
recorded in the consultations. It professes to 
come from Mahomed Shah at that time Emperor 
at Delhi. 

" Saturday, 13th January, 1733. This Firmaun 
granted by me, Mahamud Shaw Patchaw Gauzee, 
to Dost Ali Khan, My Conjad, you may observe 
I have a great favour towards you. I am very 
sorry for the death of Sadatulla Khjin Bahader, 
you are now in the room of the late Nabob, to 
look after the King's affairs, with the greatest 
faithfidness, diligence, and honour. That nothing 
may happen contrary to the method that the old 
Nabob used. Loose none of his good rules and 
maxims ; by which you will get a good name 
among my faithful servants. I reckon you among 
them, and have sent you a Serapah, and a Ser- 
panche set with stones, by my Gusbardar, which 
you must receive with great respect, and go out 
to meet it, and then wear it yourself. See that you 
always obey my will." 

At this time things were in considerable con- 
fusion in other parts of Southern India. The 
Rajah of Mysore had died in 1731 ; and his suc- 
cessor was a mere puppet in the hands of those 
two celebrated ministers, Deoraj aud Nunjeraj, 
who subsequently were in their turn compelled to 
give way to Hyder. Perhaps however the original 
record, which combines commercial with political 
data, will sufhcientl} illustrate the aspect of affairs. 

" Monday, 8th January, 1733. Tomby Chetty, 
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being called before the Board to make an inde&l 
for Broad cloth for the year 1734, told them that 
he had so veiy large a stock on hand, and so con- 
siderable a quantity was expected in a few months, 
that he could not hope to dispose theiec^ in a great 
while longer than the arrival of those ships ; thai 
the countries of Mysore and Trichinopc^y were in 
to great confusion on the death of the Princes of 
those countries, that there had been no tnuk for a 
considerable time past in those parts ; that the 
Cuddapa coontiy had been in war erer since the 
death of Abdul Nabby Khan ; that the Mahrattas 
had plundered Vengalour adjoining to Cuddapa, 
and that he had beoi deprived for these reasons c^ 
any sales there ; and that the aj^rehcnsiona of 
troubles in our own parts, during the siduiess of 
our late Nabob, had put a stop to any considerable 
dealings eien m the countiy round about us ; so 
that he ha^l not sold abo\ie 300 bales for 1» 
months last past, and that iherefore he could make 
mo indent thks year." 

AlKHit the middle of this year GoTemcH- Pitt 
endoa^-oured to put some lestrictioiis upon the 
pri>-ate trading between the different ports oi India, 
which was allowed to the Company's serranls. 
Accordingly tie Governor and CouncU announced 
that it was their intention to permit no such trade 
lor the future without their pennisskm. Hr. 
Charles Peers however dissented, but his protest 
was of no avail. He then be^^ged to be allowed to 
iv<ign the service, with permission to reside in 
India as a fr>ee man. Subsequently however Go- 
vernor Pitt discovered that Mr. IVere and Mr. 
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Parkes had been engaged in carrying on a dandes* 
tine trade to Europe, by way of Tranquebar ; and 
both the latter gentlemen were sent to £nglaiid in 
obedience to the standing orders of the Company. 

The following domestic entries may be con- 
sidered curious. 

" Thursday, 6th December, 1 733. The Desks 
in the Secretary's office wanting covering, and the 
window shutters being through length of time so 
decayed as to be useless in the Monsoon, and the 
silk shutters being likewise worn out, — ordered 
that the Paymaster do provide new ones. 

'* Several of the Books wanting to be new 
bound, — ordered that it be done, and when done 
that they be kept locked up ; and that the Gentle- 
man of the office do attend from 8 to 11 every 
morning, except Sunday, and if necessary from 4 
to 6 in the afternoon ; and that the office be open 
at no other time." 

The following extract from a trade report, en- 
tered in the consultations of the 7th January 
1734, will be found interesting, especially in its 
reference to the Cotton trade of the period. 
Amongst the causes for the great decline in the 
import trade in the Company's bounds, it was al- 
leged. 

*' First, that the inland trade has been greatly 
impeded and obstructed for many years past by 
the Mahrattas, who infested and ravaged the king- 
dom of Mysore, the province of Camatta, and the 
Districts of Audenvenny, Bangalore, and Narrain- 
pettah ; which has hindered the Lingum and Cana« 
rese Merchants from coming to this part of the 
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OS- 1^ Fair <^ Laailto9rta&. tti ^ vaimr 

r luiimii ami ciuctr ti» «k hftmiiBCii ami 

^airy^ m. cqc&hi jaco. «kiy . dl» 

parts, ami e&aeltir zn zhsa^ tA- but nrvcsfini m B^miI 
ciflilk )fecdk ami Bgmsul TfTods^ hr xitt ^eoasam^ 

iv tfce awMngnMU of the coctoa timlr. 

«« TW Hommblt die PnK^Ml ami CovmI ii» 
lKfel>j ghe mdee flat tbej kotre IkMckr fie. m 
tmder to eakuge tkt maaabctBRs of t^s fJbcif 
aad to iadlhaie tke Cosponr^s iamljia t^ to pcr< 
»t ail penoiis vkatsorrcr to bmg n Cotloa ami 
Cotton jam free of all cikslomts p to i i J ed alvaiTs if 
H be earned out again iraiBaiwifactMed it AaP pay 
iht foil customs." 

The foDovin^ cnrioos entrj will expUia iiwlf. 

*' Mondar, 7tli Januanr, 1734. The Plvsidettt 
then acquainted the Boaid, that he had sometimie 
ago spoke to our Merdiants to consider of soaae 
proper measure to people our Tillages with those 
sort of spinners and wearers who woik the 
Company's sort of doth ; that thej had giren him 
hopes of a subscription for that purpose when the 
present famine is ower, but that the main objection 
to the iniroilucing those manufactures in sereral 
of the villages was the want of proper plantations 
of trees for the weavers to work under ; that only 
Trivatore, Niingumbauk, and Wascravally were at 
all planted, and them not nufllcicntly ; but how- 
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ever the Merchants had wrote to Salem, Worria- 
pollam, and the other provinces to the southward^ 
to encourage some weavers to remove hither. If 
they do so, and there be no other obstacle, he 
proposed that, at the proper season, care should 
be taken to make such plantations in all our vil* 
lages as are necessary for the purpose, which is 
approved and resolved upon." 
- In a previous chapter on the annals of Madras 
under Governor Collet, we had occasion to notice 
the origin of " Collet's pettah," which was inhabit- 
ed by painters and weavers, who had begged that 
their pettah might be called after the name of the 
Governor. This simple name however appears to 
have been a poser to our modem geographers, fot 
in the large Government plan of Madras the Eng- 
lisli name of *' Collet" has been Tamulized into 
" Kulatti ;" though the original name is as well 
known to the Natives as Chinnapatanam. In the 
present chapter we have to draw attention to some 
particulars still more curious connected with the 
origin of Chindadre Pettah ; which we publish 
with the more pleasure, because the record is fast 
decaying. The details will be found singularly 
suggestive. 

" 2l3t October, 1734. The President acquaint- 
ed the Board that he had received proposals from 
several persons for erecting a weaving town within 
our Bounds, by the name of Chindadre Pettah ; 
which proposals he now lays before the Board 
as follows. 

** ist. That those who shall come to inhabit 
tliere, shall be first approved by a person to be ap* 
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pointed by the GoTcmor and Council, and a por- 
tion of ground allotted them to build on. 

" 2ndly, That the houses they build shall be for 
them, their heirs and assigns ; but if they let them 
fall down, and will not repair them in six months 
after notice given them for that purpose, it shall 
be kwful for the Company to give the ground to 
others. 

" Swlly, None but Weavers, Spinners, and other 
persons useful in the Weaving trade. Painters, 
Washers, Dyers, Bettleca merchants. Brahmins and 
Dancing women, and other necessary attendants 
on the pagoda, shall inhabit the said town. 

*• 4thly, That there be no distinction of streets, 
but that Vvery caste may build in any of them. 

** 5thly, That the heads of the castes be chosen, 
ami ha\*e |X>wer according to Salabad ; and that 
all disputes about debts or accounts between the 
inhabit ants l)e decided by them, or other arbitra- 
tors : and that the inhabitants of the said town 
•hall not bo liable to prosecutions in the courts 
of Jii:iti(\^ in Madras for any action of debt 
or aixx)unt, but shall be proceeded against accord- 
ing to tho oustoms of their several castes. 

tUhlv, That tho *aiil Town be free of all customs 
and tolls whatever, till the Company's pleasure be 
known ; and that no custom shall hereafter be 
levied on thent till it has been proposed to and 
approvwl by the Company ; except only the Ped- 
du Naick's duty, who is to have watch and 
ward ncconling to Salabad ; and in particular is 
to have nine fanams for every great house, six fa- 
nams for every middling sized house, and three 
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for every small one, paid hiin annually ; in consi< 
deration of which, and the other accustomary 
duties to be allowed him, that he be obliged to 
make good all thefts and robberies therein com- 
mitted. 

** 7thly, That the goods made in the said town 
shall pay the same customs in Madras, as the same 
sort of goods made in other places pay ; and what 
are for the Company, agreeable to what paid for 
the same sorts by the Company's Merchants. 

'' 8thly, That the said town be erected in the spot 
of ground lately in the possession of Suncavencata- 
chulum ; it being at a convenient distance from 
Madras, and having the advantage of a fresh water 
river on the back of it, which will be of great use to 
the inhabitants ; and that the Company do advance 
two thousand pagodas without interest for five 
years, to be paid in the hands of Chintomby Mud- 
aliar and Vennala NarrainChetty, in order to enable 
the people who shall come to reside there to build 
their houses ; after* which Chintomby Mudaliar, 
Vennala Narrain Chetty, who engage to be se- 
curity for this money, shall be allowed two years 
more for the collecting the same, and shall pay it 
in as they collect it. 

*' These proposals being taken into considera- 
tion, that since there is no probability of the Com- 
pany's wanting so small a sum of money as is 
demanded on this occasion ; that the securities are 
substantial and safe men, and consequently there 
is no danger of losing any part thereof ; and that 
the benefits arising from such a town to the Com- 
pany will be so many, and above all the enoonrag- 
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ia^ tlic crertmg of doth miwifartures wiUiin our 
Bounds bnni: » scrrDuoushr reoQameDdod to ns 
hf tht Ucnonbk Court of Dirreton ; it ww 
MHwimnwwly agmd that the Pxxfsideot be desired 
to adranor ibe s&iJ sum as oocaskm requires it, 
£» the stid purposes and on tbe said oonditiou. 

'* As to the spot o& vhidi the said town is pro- 
posed to be erected, the oonve&iencT of fresh water, 
attd a number of trees necesaaiy for tbe Weaven 
and PaiBtCTs ; as also its Deig;hboiDhood to Mad- 
ras making: it by far tbe properest pboe that ean 
be rbosrn ; — the Board coosoiLed to part with the 
sajoe for this use ; baring first enquired into the 
vahie tberBot which at tl^ highest rate cannot be 
more than 4-00 pagodas, and whic^ thrr think is 
not coosidenbk enough to be put in oanpedtkm 
with tbe advantages of the situation. 

** It was then urged thai perhi^ some ill 
mindeil people might suggest that the Sth srtadc 
of tbe said proposals was an infringement of tbe 
Royal Charter, as granting an immunity from tbe 
Jurisdiction of tbe Courts erected here by tbe an- 
tbority tberraf within tbe limits assigned tbem. To 
which it wss answered, that it is ondoobtedlv in 
the |X)wer of the Goremment on bringii^ new 
people from fowign parts, to agree with them on 
9ueh terms as they would cxmsent to oome in upon. 
That the immunity be granted to these new comers, 
l>eing •* such as none could" pretend to be agprier- 
t\\ by ** them, and which are of' necessity, from 
I ho nature *' of the people"* in a constant depend- 

* Tli^ wioyU in inverted commas are ooDJectunl, at^ 
iM:ni|i« of the record have didafYfcamL 
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auce on tlic heads of their several castes ; without 
which, and a power in those heads to enforce the 
obedience of those under them, there will be no 
possibility of bringing the design ever to perfec- 
tion ; and thereby all the benefits which the Com- 
pany propose to themselves from bringing these 
manufacturers to live within the Bounds will be 
lost. That fatal experience has taught us that 
obliging the Beaters of our villages to follow the 
English methods in their conduct to thek under 
tenants and labourers, instead of the customs 
of the country, has been the occasion of more than 
half those lands lying uncultivated. Lastly, that 
the people proposed to be brought into the said 
town, being all handy craft day labourers, it would 
be impossible for them to maintain themselves 
and families under the frequent avocations and 
charge that the delays necessarily incident to our 
forms must unavoidably occasion. Besides, if 
we divest ourselves of those prejudices which are 
the bias in favour of our own customs, we shall 
think it strange and unreasonable to oblige a 
people to obey or pay a reverence to laws, they 
neither do or will ever understand, and to be 
bound in all their affairs to rules they cannot possi- 
bly know ; being neither wrote or published in 
their own language, and of which they are of neces- 
sity to purchase both the interpretation and the 
use. In a word, the conditions upon which they 
covenant to settle in our Bounds are : —To be 
allowed and tolerated in the free exercise of the 
religious and civil rights, which they have and 
enjoy in the parts they are a going to leave ; which 
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if we cannot grant or prolect theiein, tliey will not 
sdtle among us ; and to all tliis tliat tlie graal 
fuopoKd is consonant to the inslnictioBs wbirk 
tlie Honorable Court of Biitctors hare 90 oftcw, 
ever aince tlie aniT»l of the diarter, giren ns m 
their letters, riz. That causes between the naltYcs 
may, and ought to be decided hj their own rmfoMi 
among themsdves, or bj Justices, or hj ILtknta^ 
to be appointed bj themselrea (whick can be hk 
thing but the Heads so chosen among th emj c i f cs K 
That intermeddling with their ohi custom witt oc> 
casion manj mischieis ^ and thai wlale thcj do 
nothing to the prgudice of the English Govern- 
ment, they be allowed to lire in the lull entioymenfi 
of the priTileges of their respeetiTC castas^ 

*' Then tW 6ih artide, whereby «i eiemptba 
was demanded firam all taies and impositiooBv was 
debated ; and the President acquaiz^ed the Board 
that he had offered them first seTcn, then ten years 
to be fi>w firom thoee imposts ; whick he could geft 
no other answer than that they did not pay them in 
their own country, and the limiting thm to a cer- 
tain term o4f years w«s only teUrag them, when 
that term c«une they must be gone again ; that he 
bad thenvupon pi^Muised them to aae hb endeavours 
with the CWpany thai the said town m^hi be ficee 
^udutiea Imt rver. That as by the isc article, 
none ar» to be admitted into the Vtid town but by 
pennissMOii fi>>m penontf to be nominated by the 
Board* — it will be ^ery ewfy to prcTenl" any 
itthabitant:^ of Mjidras^ "or the ocker villager, 
to remove to tbu» town ; and cuose^ueutly 
uouc of the ivv^wtie^ con be alfevted tlieiv- 
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by. In fine that the people would not come 
on other tenns ; but that however it was left to the 
Company to order what they thought fit herein, 
and we should shortly have their opinion and reso- 
lution thereupon. But that it cannot be out of 
the memory of the Board, that in Mr. Macrae's 
time, there was an attempt to levy the Beetle tax 
in some of the Villages, which occasioned so great 
a desertion of the inhabitants as to make it neces- 
sary to take it off again. 

" After which the Board went through the 
i*est of the articles, and unanimously resolved to 
grant the cowle on the proposed terms, and direct- 
ed the Secretary to get one drawn out accordingly." 

28th October, 1734. A cowle for erectmg the 
town of Chindadre Fettah, agreaable to the terms 
concluded on last consultation, produced and sign- 
ed ; and five hundred pngodas advanced to 
Chintomby Moodeliar, and Vennala Narrain 
Chetty, in part of the two thousand which by the 
said proposals are to be paid them for carrying 
it on." 

" Monday, 9th December 1734. Several per- 
sons wanting to build in Chindadre Fettab, it is 
agreed that Mr. Augustus Burton do allot them 
portions of ground for that purpose ; taking care 
that none of the inhabitants of Madras, or the 
other villages belonging to the Company, be of the 
number of those whom he shall permit to reside 
there, and that they are such people only us are 
directed by the cowle." 

On the 23rd January 1735 the Governorship 
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CHAPTER XLT. 



GOYERMORSHIP OF MR. RICHARD BENYON. 
1735—36. 

Mr. Benyon became Governor of Madras at a 
critical period in the history of Southern India. 
The instability of the throne of the Mogul was 
felt in eveiy durbar throughout the Peninsula ; for 
the succession no longer depended so much upon 
the Court at Delhi as upon local intrigues ; and 
this state of things is fully illustrated by the 
notices of the intrigues which were carried on at 
Arcot subsequent to the death of the respected 
Sadat ulla Khan. Again, from the time of Gover- 
nor Macrae the Camatic had suffered from a ge- 
neral famine, occasioned not so much by a failure 
in the rains, as by the neglect in repairing the 
tanks ; a neglect which characterized the s^ovem- 
ment of the Mogul, and led the unhappy Ryots to 
look back with regret to the paternal rule of their 
own Rajahs. This state of things is so lucidly ex- 
plained in a general letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated 1733, that we extract the passage. 

** Before this country was conquered by the 
MogiJ, it was divided into several circles under 
the government of particular Rajahs, which de- 
scended from father to son. Their revenues for 
the most part were from the produce of the land, 
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tn^ olfcreJ in eiduiufe fi:r iha wcx^i oahr, — H 
w;is ddLrwii to acfvpc im fame, aiki xhat the dif- 
feivQcv Sfiwwn tiitf prxiiux oc the one and Ike 
cu«t ot' the olhen be pud cue of caak.'* 

We may here rvuurk that the ccBcral table had 
beeu on^cmally supplied at the e^ipense of tlie CoB»- 
pttu\ ; but what with the cheating of 9teiraid% 
ami the law consumpdoa of vine and general ex- 
tru^a^oiKv, the eipenJiture gndualhr reached the 
lan^r sum of 13,*.H)0 po^^xLu, or nearW J66000 per 
auuum. Accvrditt^y the §:eiieral tabk was abolisb- 
i\l iu the year ITii. and the President was allowed 
iOOv> (>asi:iKla;i' per annum as an ct^iuTalent. From 
this sum he maile an allowance of ten pagodas per 
mensem to each of the members of Council, and 
ei^ht )>ago<las yicr mensem to each of the under 
M*rvauts, contenting himself with the remainder, 
\vhii4i however he found short of the expense. 
Whether the Company's servants continued to diet 
to^'ther is nowhere stated ; but from the follow- 
ing list of Coui|)any*s plate, we might abnost infer 
that such was the case. 

LIST or HILVKR PLAT! I UST OP 8ILV1B PLATE OF- 
MKLTKD DOWN. FERKD III CHANGE. 






1 Urr Howl pr. S« lU 

I Small Uo IS & 

l^ Tumblrrt. 15 5 

All Alter and Chelu- 

icer IftS 

U >% haiullrs 17 10 

» HiMf water Uottlea .. ^ 

I TankJirU ») )0 

:»l HmMint 4rt 15 

I MiitUnl Spwm «» » 

6 ihalicA -. ]*^_J^ 

Carnal uvei...lil X3 



" DMenoif piitii} ^^® ^* 

S Larye waiicra.) m ^ 

4 Small do. .../ *" * 
1 Tea kettle and 

Lamp 77 10 

1 Urge TtokaM... 49 7 

sunn SS U 

3 (aalen... S3 S 

1 Stnnd forMl,%iiic- 

gdr and pepper .. '^ S 

Carricil v^u.^t^i^^ "> 
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LIST OP SILVER PLATE 
MELTED DOWN. 

Continued, 

oi. dwt. 
Brought forwRrd... Ml 13 

4 Coren... 193 

33 Plates 498 i 

I Saucepan 16 15 

6 CandleatickB 83 U 

5 SnuUl Salvers 23 10 

6 Cnspadores 43 U 

9 Salt Seller! SO 10 

1 Monteth 69 10 

2 Lioas, 2 Pine apples 

<ina20 Tossels.... .. 169 

A Ponch ik)wl and 

cover 42 15 

A Dtshrung 15 15 

6 Casters 48 6 

2 Plates and 13 Spoons. 65 15 
II Knife handles 20 10 

1 Pr. Snnffen 8 

IN THE steward's HAND, 
oc. d. 
ACakeofSUver 4 6 

3 Setts old worn 

out Palankeen 

tossels 47 16 

63 

Of.. 1884 13 



LIST OF SILVER PLATE OF- 
FERED IN CUANQE« 

Continued. 

_ OI. dwt. 

Brought forward...l87S S 

2 Boats for Sauce .. 87 1 

1 SUnd fbi dishes .. 15 

4 Salta 11 4 

1 Tea pot... ^ .. 16 6 

1 Orange Strainer... 2 18 

1 Soup Ladle 7 16 

4 Doz. of knives'\ 

and forks..... f om « ia 

4 Dosen and 10 f ^ * ^* 

Spoons J 

I Marrow Spoon.. .. 1 II 
8 Candlesticks with 

Sockets and 2 

pairSnuifers with 

Stands 135 10 

Of.. 2.'JC7 10 13 



The following entry illustrates the relation of 
the English towards the native inhabitants. 

** Wednesday, 11th June, 1735. Resolved that 
notice be given at all the gates and by beat of the 
torn torn, that all persons produce their titles to 
their lands, houses, &c. wittiin six months from 
this date ; for which all those whose titles are al- 
ready registered and certified by any of the Jus- 
tices shjdl pay no fees ; and those whose titles 
have been already registered in either the Choultry 
or Mayor's Court, but not certified, shall pay only 
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iW fer. due to Uie Justices ; and such wlio luivc 
neither paid that duty, nor registered their titks 
at all, shall pay the full fees herein before es- 
tablished ; and to prevent delay in the same, it is 
fiu*ther ordered that notice \>e given at the same 
time that tlie Honourable Company, as Proprietors 
of the soil, will resume into their hands all such 
liouses and grounds as at the expiration of the 
said term of six mouths shall not be registered as 
above directed." 

Our next extract gives us a glimpse of the state 
of affairs at Arcot. 

" Monday, 7th July, 1735. The President laid 
before the Board the particulars of the presents de- 
signed for the Court at Arcot, that had been delay- 
ed till this time for several reasons that would be 
more tedious than necessary to recite. But what 
lie particularly offered to the observation of the 
Board was the number and value of the presents. 
For though that to the Nabob is no more than 
usual, yet those to the others are new, and for 
which the precedents are very rare. The last Na- 
bob (Sadatulla) would very seldom suffer any but 
himself to send a Secrpaw ; whereas in Febniary 
last Sunta Sahib, Subder Ali Sahib, Jehare Khan 
and Imaum Sahib, had all of them taken upon 
them to send distinct Seerpaws to the President ; 
which procealed in some measure from the situa- 
tion of affairs at Arcot, and had also made a re- 
turn necessary and unavoidable. For the present 
Nabob (Dost Ali) has for sometime past devoted 
himself chiefly to a religious life, and left the. ma- 
nagement of affairs to those who would stioiggle 
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for it ;* a conduct tluit has occasioned every vio- 
lent contests between Sutita Sahib, and Subder 
Ally Sahib, in one of which the Nabob himself 
was obliged to ily from Arcot. The contention 
between the two brothers had also occasioned an 

* Our readers in general are not likely to be im- 
bued -mth a strong historical appetite ; but those 
who will take the trouble to wade through the following 
note, will find that it will throw considerable light 
on the state of affairs at Arcot. In the first place it will 
be reiaembered tliat Sadatulla Elhan, Nabob of Aroot, 
died in 1732. Having no sons of his own, he had 
adopted two nephews, Dost Ali and Boker Ali. Dost 
ALi inherited the Nabobsbip of Arcot, and Boker Ali 
the Governorship of Vellore. There was also a nephew 
of Sadatulla's favorite wife, named Gulam Hassein ; and 
this Oulam Hassein was appointed Dewan or prime 
minister of Dost Ali the new Nabob. 

Dost All, who appears to have belonged to that 
onlinary type of oriental princes, who are sensualists in 
Youth and devotees in old age, had at least two sons who 
had arrived at man's es^te, viz. Subder Ali and Sunta 
Sahib. Also he had sevei-al daughters : one of whom 
waH married to Mortiz Ali, son of Boker Ali, Governor 
of Vellore ; whilst another was married to a distant re- 
lation named Chunda Sahib. Chundi\ Sahib, Mortiz 
Ali, and Subder Ali subsequently took a prominent ])art 
in the struggle between the English and French for the 
supremacy in the Camatic. Ohunda Sahib seems to havo 
originally risen to power by judicious matchmaking. 
Besides marrying a daughter of the reigning Nabob 
Dost Ali, he gave one of his own daughters by a former 
wife to the Dewan Gulam Hassein. His real reason for 
the match was because Gulam Hassein was a complete 
f(M)l. The result was that Chunda Sahib so far availed 
himself of the incax)acity of Gulam Hassein, as t^jjjrevail 
on the Nabob to jiermit him (Chunda) to administer 
the olfice of Dewan in the room of his incapable son- 
in-law. 
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nUernlion in the int^^reat of tlie Mixiiat^ra, aiiU 
Cooji Chuud (better known as Ohimda Saliib) in 
agnin come into power^ ami a conaiderablw iiiJUi- 
encc in the atl'aira »t Arcot- Por whicli reason 
tlie ri^^siilent bad been iidviaedj wben he was aend- 
tug up to the other presents, to take some Dotiee 
also of Cbunda Sahib, though he had received no 
Sec^rpaw from bim. The French and Dutch bavo 
al*o been very liberal this year with their prt^senta 
to Arcot, particularly upon the maniage of Has- 
seiii Mi Khan; an expeaae that has been saved 
to our Company, it not being tlic pmctice of the 
Burbar to make a preaent upon any particular oc- 
casion before a return has been made for the Seer- 
paws, Which abo was another reason why the 
Prtjsident was not in haste to remove the other 
dillieulties, which had so long kept him from send- 
ing^ these. The Board being satisfied of the ncees- 
sitv of makinir these nreseuts. apiiroved the Hat 
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" Whereupon the Board remembering that in 
the year 1731, all the principal Guzerats were 
summoned on a Jury, and submitted to a fine for 
non>appearaAce on account of this very thing ; 
and that though the fine was for that time levied, 
yet the Sheriff, and all who have since succeeded 
in that office, were cautioned never to return any 
more of that caste ; that so neither they should 
be forced to an action against their laws on the 
one side, nor the authority of the Courts of Jus- 
tice lessened by their not being punished for their 
disobedience on the other. It was agreed to have 
been long since settled that the Guzerats ought 
not to be compelled to take an oath, since it is 
contrary to the known rules of their Castes ; and 
the Honourable Company having directed us to 
remit such fines laid by the Mayor's Court, as 
seem to carry with them more than ordinary seve- 
rity, — It is agreed that the fine on Terwaddee be 
remitted." 

The following petition from the Washers is very 
curious. It would seem to indicate that in time 
of famine the people actually sold themselves to the 
Company in order to be sent to Bencooleu ; and 
that persons convicted of theft were likewise sent 
to Bencoolen as a punishment. We extract the 
petition in full, from the consultations of the 2nd 
August, 1735. 

" The Petition qf the JFcahera. 

" Humbly Showeth. 

** With submission to your Honors, your Peti- 
tioners humbly take this opportunity to lay their 
case before vour Honors' feet. That from several 
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years they hare been servants to the Honorable 
Company as Washermen ; and has always used 
their best endeavours in their service, which was 
carried on by 500 Washers ; and that the severe 
famine which begun to continue from Mr. Macrae's 
Government tiH the end of Mr. Pitt's, forced great 
part of the said Washers to quit the place, and fly 
to those parts where they could procure grain, &e. 
cheaper. Some of them, being infirm and unable 
to walk, died. At last most part of those that re- 
mained and escaped, were obliged to dispose of 
themselves their wives and children, &c. ; so that 
by these misfortunes great many families are come 
to decay, and the number of them is very much 
decreased, that at present there is no more but 
about 100 Washermen that are fit to work ; who, 
unless your Petitioners should send for many others 
to join with them in their business, as we have 
annually done since the continuance of these fa- 
mines, will not be able enough to carry on their 
business ; to which purpose your Petitioners are 
obliged to send for some from the country, though 
it is a great trouble for them. 

"Your Petitioners are very sorry to assert 
that some of their people were so unfortunate, 
though their wicked proceedings and offences 
to be put under confinement, and exasperate your 
Honour so far against them as to create in 
your Honor a design of sending them to the 
West coast (as your Petitioners were informed). 
Your Honor therefore is earnestly entreated to 
consider, that their ill behaviours proceeded from 
the change of their stations into a most miserable 
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condition by means of the famines above mentioa- 
ed ; and they being of very illiterate and vulgar 
spirits, are consequently veiy ignorant of all right 
and well mannercKi behaviours whatsoever. 

" Your poor Petitioners therefore most humbly 
presume to beseech and pray your Honour, beg* 
ging that your Honor, through your oandour and 
well known goodness, will be so pleased to par- 
don, forgive, and excuse them the forementioned 
prisoners from their crimes whatsoever ; that they 
may thereby be released from their confinements, 
and enter themsdves into the number of their fa- 
milies ; that they may preserve their healths in a 
very grateful remembrance of your Honors un- 
doubted favour, which is hoped to be conferred 
towards these poor creatures by your Honor. 
For which your poor petitioners as in duty bomid 
shall ever pray." 

This petition was granted ; the Head Washer- 
man with Tomby Chetty agreeing to pay the ex- 
penses of the Company in behalf of the delin- 
quents. 

Another petition of the same date, from the two 
natives who had been appointed to found and set- 
tle the new Weavers town named Chindadre pet- 
tah, will explain itself. 

*' Humbly Showeth, 

•' That when your Honor and the late Honora- 
ble George Morton Pitt, Esq., was pleased to order 
your Petitioners to send for certain number of 
Weavers for erecting a pettah, now called Chinda- 
dre pettah ; and to advance them moneys to settle 
Hi that place, in order to persuade many more io 

19 



146 



HISTORY OF KADBA8. 



119I6--M. 



oome there, that the said town might flourish, and 
be well inliabited, and become capable of produc- 
ing large quantities of Calicoes, which should be 
manufactured there to the great benefit and interest 
of the Honorable Company :— Your Honor, and 
the aforesaid Honorable Qeorge Morton Pitt, Esq., 
was graciously pleased to promise the Honorable 
Company's and Your Honor's favorable protec- 
tion and encouragement to your Petitioners, if they 
should carry on and settle the aforesaid town. 

" Your Petitioners, in reliance upon such pro- 
mises and permission, did use their utmost caie 
and labour towards getting some proper persons 
to be sent by your Petitioners to the several pet- 
tabs in the country, where the weavers have their 
habitations, with presents and moneys, to answer 
the charge of theirs and their families, travelling 
expences to Madras ; where Your Petitioners pre- 
pared them proper lodgings &o. till the houses were 
built for them in the aforesaid Chindadre pettah. 
And as they were destitute of money and other 
necessaries, and much distressed and impoverished 
by the course of a long and severe famine, your 
Petitioners were suspicious of their stay ; to secure 
which they advanced them certain sums of money, 
to refresh and settle the said inhabitants axtd 
families with proper necessaries requured for 
their use. 

" Your Petitioners further laboured and took 
great care in transplanting the trees of the garden, 
which stood at that place where Chindadre pettah 
is built ; levelled that ground and procured all 
things necessary for building the houses, &c., as 
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is not unknown to your Honor. On which ac- 
count they have already expended between the 
sums of five and six thousand pagodas. For your 
Petitioners own labour and service in these matters, 
they expect no other advantage, than the great 
benefit of gaining your Honor's constant favour 
towards them. 

'* The houses that are already built at Chindadre 
pettah are one hundred. 

" Your Petitioners now most humbly entreat 
you Honor to grant them that sum, which was 
promised unto them to be advanced when Chinda- 
dre pettah was designed to be erected ; and what 
favorable encouragement the erectors of the said 
Pettah are thought worth to be gratified with, th^ 
humbly leavetoyourHonorsmost graciouspleasure. ' 

The amount requested was of course paid to the 
two Natives ; and as some of our readers may be 
interested in glancing over some of the expenses 
incurred in building a new town, we subjoin the 
account of the expenditure. 

" An account of sundry charges or expenses, and 
several advancements and supplements made 
for erecting a town called Chindadre pettah are as 
follows : — 

Expended towards digging a foundation 
where Chinks was bu- 
From 26th Oct ried with aocustomary 
1734 to 25th ceremonies giving din- 
Nov. 17S4. ner to the poor Brah- 
mms, transplanting the 
trees from those places where the streets 
were to be marked oat, levelling that 
ground and making out tiie streets, &c, 
as per account particaUMV is ,„ 114 9 62 
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Presents to the following bead weavers vir. 

imtoautAng. f^t^^, 

^'^' per yards 3 

Amachellam do. 3 yards at 1 do. 

per yard. 8 

Corruppu do. 3 yards do. ... 8 

9 

Batta paid to the several persons that 
were sent to the Weavers in the country 
in order to porsuade and bring them to 

Chindadre pettah 10 

Supplement of grain given to the seve- 
ral weavers through the means of follow- 
ing heads, viz.: 

Andiapa— Rice 1 garce 100 
maracal at 100 pag. por garce ... 125 
Amachellem— 1 garce 100 ... 125 
Cormppa— 1 garce 100 ... 125 

— 3,300 375 

Paid the Banksall Merchants for the 
bouse poles country reapers, &c, neces- 
sary for house building 252 25 

Advanced to Chidambra pilky 
for providing house poles coun- 
try reapers, ac, necessaries from 

Chicaricode 650 

Hooree 1 Pg. presented Chi- 
dramberapillay 10 

551 

Palmeras 22,600 at Pags. 7i per 100... 1,695 
PiUmerreaper840,OOOatPag&UperlOO 560 
Clay for Mud walls 42,200 Baskets at 

400 Baskets per pagodA 105 18 

Palmer Coir 1821 Bundles at 72 for a 

pagoda 25 12 

Wood reapers thin and a sort of nails 

(by the country word) called foolish 

Sugarcane»,1840Bundlesat 30 per pagoda 61 12 
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Coo]y paid towards making mud walls. 165 5 

Carpenters' cooly 150 

Advanced the Sawers 20 

Bricklayers 55 

Smiths 60 

Cooly for making the top part of the 

houses 152 15 

Tyles advanced for 450 

Brick kilns advanced Uiem 400 

Cooly paid towards levelling the lower 
parts of the streets where there was digged 
tor taking up sand to fix with clay for 

walls 60 25 

Cooly hire for bringing the house poles, 
reapers, country woods, &c. from the Sea- 
side and bricks and tiles from the kilns. . . 80 15 

Advanced to Vashampillay 
for providing planks for mak- 
ing the doors from Jafna- 

patam 450 

Mooree 1 Py. presented him 10 

451 

Cooly paid towards transplanting the 

several trees in the garden - 39 32 20 

Cooly for watering this trees 68 2 

Paid the ConocopiUys and peons who 
were employed in Chindadre pettah for 10 
months 76 12 



Total Pagodas... 5,987 2 48 



Another petition from the inhabitants of Tri- 
plicane, praying to be relieved from the duty 
which Governor Macrae had levied on tobacco and 
betel, is well worthy of preservation both as re- 
gards matter and manner. It is entered in con- 
sultations of 2nd August, 1735. 
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" The Peiiiumi of the FatMUn, Weaten, ^c. 
InhabitanU of Triplicane. 

" Humbly Showeth, 

** That when the HoDorable Company first had 
this Tillage under this Government, your Petition- 
ers flockc»d to it as birds do under the cover of a 
great tree ; and the Grovemor of that time re- 
ceived us, and kindly took us under his protection. 
From which time forward we lived in peace, and 
did our duty and the Company's business with 
great pleasure, till the time of Governor Macrae ; 
who to our great misfortune first laid upon us 
the tax on betel and tobacco, by joimng the 
same with the farm of Madras. May it please 
your Honor, that we presume to inform you, that 
it is the nature of us of this country to use great 
quantities of betel and tobacco ; insomuch that if 
we have not, or cannot be permitted, by reason of 
a hnrry of business which some times happens, to 
go to our victuals, we can cheerfully bear it, if we 
have but betel and tobacco ; but we cannot go 
through our work without it, and being always 
thinking of il, and longing for it, we leave our 
business to go out of the Bounds to get it ; and 
so we are hindered from doing our work, and by 
that means the several owners of the goods have 
them not returned them at the proper and appoint- 
ed times ; by which we lose great part of our pay ; 
and people imagining that we are negligent, 
and always running from our business, are i^id 
to give us employ ; by all which we have lost our 
livelihood, and are reduced to a great poverty. 
But as we are now happy in so good a Governor 
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as Your Honor, we pray you will please to take 
our case into consideration, and rclicTe us from 
the burden of the betel and tobacco farm ; which 
never till the time of Governor .Macrae was laid 
on this village ; which, if Your Honor shall think 
fit to grant, we shall constantly offer up our thanks 
in Divine Service, and mind to labour strictly, 
and to discharge our duties in our several busi- 
nesses ; and when the inhabitants that have left 
this place shall hear the farm is taken off, they 
will cheerfully return again to their habitations, 
the place will flourish, and your Petitioners as in 
duty bound shall ever pray.' 

The result of this petition is thus recorded. 

" Friday, 8th August, 1785. The Petition 
from the inhabitants of Triplicane being then con- 
sidert^d, the Board agreed unanimously that the 
* laying on the duty on tobacco and betel in that 
and other villages in Mr. Macrae's time, had al- 
most depopulated those villages ; and that there 
is great reason to apprehend if that duty be longer 
continued there, the few remaining inhabitants will 
also desert. It was therefore resolved to take off 
the said duty in all the villages." 

The following story, inserted in the consultations 
of the 15th September 1735, in the form of an 
explanation, will explain itself. 

** Palmer, a soldiei, and one Williams, having 
an intrigue to carry on with one of Mrs. Harring- 
ton's lodgers, who at that time was gallanted by 
some Swedes, agreed, in order to appropriate the 
more effectually that lodger to their own use, to 
drive the Swedes from the house. They went 
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thither accordingly and began to quarrel. The 
mistress of the house sent her servant to call a 
Ghiard. The servant, who by chance espied Ensign 
Stewart in the street, ran to him, and made his 
address to him. The Ensign, trusting to his own 
sufficiency, went without a Guard. Upon his ar- 
rival he found Dessey and Palmer, two soldiers, 
who being more immediately under his command, 
he ordered them to be gone. Dessey walked off. 
But Palmer not regarding the^d Ensign's order, 
he the Ensign was obliged to enforce it, by ap- 
plying his cane to Palmer's shoulders. Where- 
upon Williams, who had hitherto been only a spec- 
tator, and Palmer, both together, closed in with 
the Ensign. But he readily disengaging himself 
from them, and putting himself in a posture of de- 
fence, bade them keep off. In short seeing them- 
selves foiled and disappointed they retired. 

" About 9 o'clock that evening, Williams and 
Palmer passing through the Choultry guard where 
the Serjeant was walking, asked liim if he had 
heard any thing of their having quarrelled that 
evening with Ensign Stewart. To which he an- 
swered in the negative. They then fell a bragging 
how heartily they would have drubbed him had 
they been armed as well as he the said Ensign was. 
The Serjeant bade them take care how they talked 
at that rate. Williams notwithstanding went on, 
and told the Seijeant that he would have his re- 
venge, and for that very purpose would be on per- 
due for the Ensii^n ; and that he had a good quar- 
ter staff which he believed would do his business. 
To which Palmer answered, that if his quarter staff 
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would not do, he had a good knife tliat should do ; 
and then they bid the Serjeant good night. 

'* When the Ensign came to his guard, the 
Serjeant told him what words had passed between 
Palmer, Williams, and himself. The Ensign made 
his report - next morning to the Captain of the 
main guard, and complained of Williams and 
Palmer, who were thereupon ordered to be taken 
up. Williams, not being a soldier, was sent to a 
Justice of the peace ; who finding sufficient, cause 
for his commitment, bound him over to the Ses« 
sions ; and Pahner was confined to the Main 
Guard. Next morning Palmer was publicly re- 
proved for his disobedience to his officers ; and 
being a new man, not yet acquainted with the 
rules of the Granison, was acquitted without any 
further censure or punishment. 

" Subsequently, Palmer finding that he was not 
permitted to converse freely with Williams now in 
Gaol, wrote him several letters ; in one of which 
" he applauded the brave resolution which Willi- 
" ams had taken to revenge himself on his Ene- 
*' mies so soon as set at liberty ; and that he 
" might depend on his assistance at all times.'* 
But Williams, who for sometime had suspected 
Palmer of treachery, sent this letter to the Captain 
of the Guard, who carried it to the Governor ; who 
after having perused it, gave orders to Captain 
Eckman to put Palmer into the Cockhouse, to give 
him a gentle exemplary punishment. Which was 
performed by the Corporal, by giving Palmer 
twenty four stripes on the shoulders, more to dis- 
grace than hurt him, and his Military coat only 
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being pulled off and not otherwise stripped. He 
was then sent to the West coast " 

In October 1735, Subder All, Chunda Sahib, 
and Khan Bahadar the King's Dewan, paid a \isit 
to St. Thom^ ; whereupon, in accordance with the 
advice of Imaun Sahib, an officer of high rank at 
Arcot and a great friend of the English, presents 
were dispatched to all these by Governor Benyon. 
The result is thus recorded. 

"Tu«iday, 18th November, 1735. The Presi- 
dent delivers to the Board an account of the pre* 
sents, and other extraordinary charges, upon Na- 
bob Subder Ali Khan, Nabob Khan Bahader, and 
Chunda Sahib's coming down to St. Thome and 
Madras ; which, including that to Imaun Sahib, 
amounts in the whole to Pagodas 1936, fanams 
18 and cash 55. 

" At the same time he delivered to the Board 
sundry Takhecds from the above mentioned per- 
sons, to their taxgatherers ; directing them to pass 
provisions for the Town free of customs ; which 
are entered after this consultation." 

** Taheedfrom Imaum SaMb to MaKomud Moehme 
Governor of Punnaree and Pulieatf Oct. ISth 1735. 

** I have been lately informed that the Governor of 
Madras's people, goinc and coming to and from Vizaga- 
patam by the way of rannarec and Policat, have been 
often stopped by your people for Juncan ; for which 
cause I wnte to inform you that as there is no differ- 
ence, between the Governor and me, therefore yon 
must not stop or hinder his people on any pretence 
wh«'itevor." 

•• From Subder AUy Khcui to Shedee Busheer, Octo^ 
her IZik 1735. 

*' I am infoi-med that you have often stopped the 
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people from digging clay to make bricks for the Go- 
Toruor of Madras; wherefore I write you that, as 
soon as yon see this mv perwana, yon shall no more 
stop or hinder his iieople, but let every thing be done 
relating to this afiair as usual/' 

** From the same person to the same person, October 
Zrd 1735. 

*< There is a strict friendship lately settled between 
me and the Qovemor of Madras, and we are as bro- 
thers. I therefore command you to obey whatever 
orders you receive from him, as you would from my- 
self, without any hinderance or intemiption ; in wliioh 
you are to observe this as a strict Takheed ; and in all 
things relating to the Mettow &c., you are to let them 

fo on according to SaUabad ; and whatever TakheeiU 
have sent you before thin you are to act according 
to the contents of them." 

•* From Imaum Sahib to Governor Ben^n, December 
1st 1735. 

'* I have not received any letter from your Honor 
a great while, but have often wished for them. Ac- 
cording to your Honoris desire I have procured Nabob 
Subter Ali Khan's three perwanas to the Havildar of 
Poonamallee country, which I now send to your Honor, 
and their attested Copies, under the seal of the Caujee 
at Arcot ; so your Honor may keep the ori£|inalB and 
send those copies to the Havildar. The Nal)ob's son 
Subder Ali Khan, and Ohunda Sahib, have your 
Honors friendshi]> often in romemberance, and speak 
much of vonr praise. 

" Suboar Ali Khan has lately received from tlio 
Mogul's Court the Honour to command 5000 Horse ; 
a Nagarah and a flag was sent him on the occasion, 
and he is named Sadatula Khan. And to Chunds 
Sahib, has been given tlie command of 2500 horse, and 
the name of Hussen Doast Khan. On which it will 
be prox)er and look friendly for your Honor to write 
them letters of Congratulation. I desire your Honor 
will always believe me as reatly *o serve in ymirs as 
my own affairs.'' 
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TaiKeed from Nabob Smbder AU Kkum to Skedee 
By^hetd HacUder, of PoonamalUe^ OHobfr 21st 1735. 

** I hare granted free of customs all catUe that is 
cssried in and out of Madras ; so yoa are to take 
none on them." 

Another Takheed from the some perwon to the $avie, 
October 21«< 17S5. 

** 1 have granted free of custom, all firewood, bratty, 
straw, grass, and such likethines carried into Madras ; 
so yoQ are to take none on them. This you are to 
observe as a strict Tahkeed." 

The following coasultaiions on municipal mat- 
ters, including the repairing of the Bricks, will 
explain themselves. 

" Wednesday, 23th November, 1 735. The Coro- 
ner having reported to the President, that he late- 
ly sat on the body of a child found drowned in a 
well ; and the like accidents having frequently hap- 
pened of late years, occasioned by the want of 
S roper Breast works to the said wells ;— it is or- 
ered the Scavenger do repair such of the public 
wells as need it, so as to prevent the like danger 
icft the future ; and that the torn torn be beat 
through the bounds, directing all persons who have 
wells in their grounds and houses, to do the same, 
under penalty of being punished if neglected. 

" The Bridges next the town, and that in the 
way to Triplicane, being both much out of repair ; 
iisomuch that if some care be not taken they will 
soon be so bad that they will require to be new 
built : — It was moved to consider what means to 
take for putting them into some tolerable repair ; 
since the fund which used to be appropriated to 
such uses— viz. the Town Conacopol}s duty, is. 
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by the Honorable Court of Du^ctors in their last 
letter, order to be passed to the credit of their Re- 
venues. 

" There appeared to the Board only three ways 
of doing this. One by an assessment on the in- 
habitants ; the next by a duty to be established as 
a fund for keeping them in a constant repair ; the 
third at the Company's expense. The two former 
of which haVe considerable inconveniences and 
difficulties attending them. An assessment would 
make the inhabitants very uneasy, lest whenever it 
^hotdd be thought proper to undertake any new 
thing for the use of the place it shotdd be drawn 
into a precedent. Besides that the expense would 
fall on the persons immediately inhabiting here, 
whose residence among us, is by the necessary 
state of the trade and circumstances of the place, 
very uncertain ; and new comers would reap 
the benefit of it, without being at any part 
of the charge. A Duty appropriated for these 
used to be levied by way of a toll, would in all 
probability be collected with great difficulty, and 
would hardly answer ; since the bridges are of 
use only in the winter season of the year, when the 
waters are high ; and therefore the country people 
would avoid paying, by passing the rivers with- 
out coming to the bridges in the other seasons. 
And to levy duties for repairing these bridges, 
without the persons who pay the same reaping any 
advantage thereby, as would be the case if any 
other method but a turnpike was made use of, 
would occasion much murmuring among the in- 
habitants ; of which we find a remarkable instance 
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in tlif case of the scavenprer'a duty, which though 
levied for thBtr real benefit ie still looked upoa as 
ji grievance, 

*' Upon the whole it waa agreed tbal the Pay 
^iajster do disburse what is necessary to repair the 
Towii Bridgo and Triplicane Bridge ; first making 
an estimate of the expense to be laid before the 
Board, 

** Which resolution the Board were induced to 
take in consi<leration of the genend use of the 
Bridges to the Town, and the advantage of them 
to the Company in particular j which to all who 
have been here any time is very apparent, and may 
lie pro\ cd to others by the amount of our customs, 
which are now very high, uotwith&tanding otir 
fol^^ign trade has for several ycara past been aU 
most constantly attended with (lisappointrneuta, 
and many brunches of the customs thereby reduced 
to nothing. Yet these Josses have been abundant- 
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by the late Charter, we are not empowered to take 
cognizance of any crime committed above ten miles 
distant from any English settlement } and there- 
fore they have not yet bound them over, although 
the robbery is plainly proved by the confession of 
the one and the goods being found upon the other. 
** Which being considered the Board agreed, by 
an express limitation in the Charter, they cannot 
proceed against these persons according to the 
English laws. Tliat delivering them up to the 
country Government would be attended with ill 
consequences ; since it would be urged as a prece- 
dent in other cases in future ; and that letting 
them escape would be yet worse, since it would 
give encouragement to future attempts of the like 
kind. Wherefore it was after a long consideration 
unanimously determined and resolved to send the 
two prisoners to Bencoolen, on the first vessel 
bound thither, to be slaves for life to the Com- 
pany. This resolution the Board thought justified 
by the Charter ; since being therein directed to act 
as much in conformity to the laws of England as 
the condition and circumstances of the place will 
admit of, the Board cannot but be of opinion His 
Migesty intended by the above expressions to give 
us a liberty — (in consideration that in so distant a 
colony, and among people whose religion, laws and 
customs are so infinitely different from our own, 
many things must unavoidably happen for which 
the laws of England have made no provision, and 
many others where the execution of these laws 
would be attended with verv fatal consequences to 
8ettlement)«of acting in all such cases so as should 
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appear most consonant to the well-being and secu- 
rity of the place ; and of this nature the Board 
think the case now before us to be." 

The following results of a debate, upon the ad- 
vantages or otherwise of selling the Broad cloth 
imported from Europe by public outcry or by con- 
tract, are worthy of preservation. 

" Tuesday, 6th January, 1736. The advan- 
tages and disadvantages of selling the Broad cloth 
received from Europe at outcry, were debated, and 
the Board agreed as follows : — 

" Tliat Broad cbth may be sold at outcry 
sometimes for a higher price than the Company's 
Merchants give for it ; but that there appears no 
other possible advantage from it. Thot on the 
other hand the disadvantages are : — 

" 1 St. That there must bo a long trust, and 
perhaps some bad debts made. 

" 2nd. That if we do not always sell by con- 
tract, our Merchants will not take it when the 
price doth not answer at outcry. 

** 3rd. That those who buy at outcry will buy 
only for the present demand. 

** 4th. That consequently the consumption is 
not likely to be increased by it. 

" Tliat selling by contract has no inconvenience 
attending it, but a possibility of sometimes getting 
a larger price at outcry. But the advantages of 
it arc : 

** Ist. A certain profit tp the Company on 
what sold. 

" 2nd. The consumption also certain. 
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" 3rcl. A security from bad debts, the goods 
beinfj: kept in our liands till the money is paid. 

** And if the Governing Moors continue the 
method they are this year fallen into, the selling 
by contract may very probably increase the con- 
sumption ; since if the Nabobs and other great 
ofKcers find a profit by buying this cloth, it is evi- 
dent they will encourage the use of it ; and as 
they pay no juncans in the country, tkey can afford 
to sell it cheaper than private Merchants can, and 
having always large quantities of money by them 
they take oif large parcels at once, 

*' To this perhaps it may be said, that we might 
deal with the great Moormen for it ourselves ; but 
we can by no means believe our Honorable Mas- 
ters would approve of our engaging in transactions 
with the Government, that might possibly be at- 
tended with disputes ; the consequences of which 
no body, can foresee, much less avoid ; for which 
reason it has been the constant maxim of this place 
to have no dealings in trade with them. 

** Upon the whole it was resolved to continue 
the present method, unless we should receive or- 
ders from our Honorable Masters to the contrary." 

The following entry explains itself. 

" Monday, 5th March, 1736. The Bental Ge- 
neral reports that there are a very great number of 
persons taxed in the Bent Boll at four and six 
fanams each, who are real objects of compassion ; 
being either old men past their labour ; or poor 
widow women who live by spinning of cotton 
thread, or beating paddy, and the like sorts of 
work^ by which they cannot get more than thirty 
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or thuty-five eiBh per day ; thai the major pari of 
the bad debts ariae from taxing theae people ; and 
that hanng the new Rdl ready all b«t affixing the 
rates which ef ery one is to pay, he desires direc- 
tions of the Boanl whether these persons shall be 
excused or coBlinned on the Boll as usual. 

" The freqnently repeated mdtn from our 
Honorable Masters for relieTing the poor, malunsc 
any debate on this sahiyecl vnnecessary, the Rental 
General was ordered to prepare the new Boll 
as soon m possible ; and therein to omit charging 
all such as appeared to hkn to he real objects of 
charity ; and when done to present the same for 
the approval of the Board." 

The circumstances rekted below are rery curious 
as furnishing an illustration of the administratioit 
of the EngHsh nation amongst the Natives, who 
are not inhahitants of Madras. Though they are 
somewhat lengthy, we prefer putting them into 
smaller type to abridging them. 



*< Monday, KHh April, ITSf . The President addrened 

" I Board tot 

*' Gentlemen. 



> the foUowiBg purport. 



himtelf to the ] 



" There have lat^y hM>pened two ea8e» here, which 
I think neceesary to lay before yon, foryour consicfera- 
tion and determination tierevpon. Tk one is my 
having confined a Onzerat Kerchant on a eomplaint 
from the eouitry. Tke other i» an arrest ont of the 
Ifayor's Court serred on Uke person of a PolCgar ; an 
inhabitant indeed of ours, bnt at the time of serving 
the said arrest, being in the Moors' territories. As Hie 
former of these may possibly be represented as a breacb 
of the miles prescribed hy the Royal Charter ; and my 
mterpoeing in the other be represented aa an infringe- 
ment of the rights of the Mayor's Court ; — I shall give 
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you an aocoont of the setenl eurcumstaneea attettdiiig 
«aoh of tkeniy and you will come to suoh a determina- 
tion upon tkem as you ahall judge reasonable. 
** The first of these eases is as follows : — 
'* Sometime in January last, notice was brought me 
that one Moal Chund, a Quzerat Kerchant of this place, 
was missing and gone afi^ as it was said, upwards of 
30,e90 pagodas in debt to the Arcot Shroflh and several 
others. Among many partkulara which were told me 
at that time relating to his disappearing, it was said that 
the night before, Ambot Does, one of his creditors had 
been at his house and carried many things awt^. Several 
blows were given, and Hoal Chund was heard to groan. 
This last cireumstMioe creating a suspicion of foul plav, 
I ordered strict inquiry to be Blade after Moal Chund ; 
till beinff assured by some persons of eood civdit, that 
he was ]3ive and well but reared out of tie bounds^ I did 
Mot think myself obliged to take any notice of what had 
passed, without some regular complaint should be made 
me, knowing it was an usual and common way of pro- 
ceeding among the country people. But the 2nd of 
February I received a letter from Meal Ohund complain- 
ing of the usage he had received from Amboi Does, 
which by this means I was obliged to take notice of. 
However, considering how tender the credit of the 
Shroffs is, I wookl not send for Amboi Doss to the Forty 
but oideied the Polligar to send to his house, to tell him 
the nature of the complaint^ and that he must name 
securities for his oontiauing in the bounds. * After which. 
I told the messenger that brought the letter, 1 would 
take care Amboi Doss should be forthcoming ; but for 
the letters of license, Moal Chund must himself setUe 
that with his creditors. I beard nothing further of Moal 
Chund, or his affairs, till sometime a&r I saw him in 
diMSourae with several other Merchants in the Fort ; and 
inquiring how long he had been fai the bounds, was 
answered that he came in two days after his letters, by 
consent of his creditors ; who had all of them settled 
their accounts with him, and affreed upon the time for 
their being paid ; and indeed I concluded it had been 
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■Oy hAYH^ (kfien seen hiin nnoe in company with Amboi 
Dois and SbankaFapare«k'» Oomasta ; but aix days ago 
I reoeived a letter trorn Inunun Sahib by » horaeman, 
who at the same time brought another to Hodjee Addy. 
So aoon as the honemon had delivered me the letter, I 
gore him the customary answer that I would get it 
tranBlateil, expecting upon that he would have with- 
drawn ; bnt he told me he was acquainted with the 
purport of the letters which related to a demand his 
master had upon Moal Chund, arising from a sum of 
money lent mm by the hands of 8hankarapareek*s 
Qomastas (who came with him) ; and as his message 
and the letters be brought oonid not be longasecrot, 
he hoped I would order Moal Chund into cu^ody, lest 
he should withdraw himself out of the bounds, and 
make his escape out of the province. Upon this I asked 
8hankarapareek*8 GomastiM, if they had made any 
application to me or elsewh^v, and been denied all that 
was necessary for their secnri^, that they should give 
Jmaum Sahib the trouble of writing me a letter. I 
asked them the question in such a manner, that I found 
by their answer they understood what I meant by R. 
They told me they had no intention to give Imaum 
Sahib or me the trouble of that letter ; and had only 
wrote to Shankarapareek the state of the case, and 
denred his directions whether they should apply to me ; 
but he hod given them no other answer, than that they 
should not eoncem themselves further about it till they 
heard from him again, and that they were ignorant of 
the money being Imaum Sahib's, or of any intention to 
apply to him. 

" The case being new, and of which there was no 
praoedent since the coming out of the Charter, I began 
to be in doubt whether I had authority to commit 
Moal Chund to custody ; but considering the exigency 
of the affair, and that by too fearful on attachment to 
the forms of the law, the peace of the place and the 
Company's affairs might be brought into daagers, I did 
no longer hesitate ; only out of compassion to Moal 
Chund, who had niade so considerable a figure among 
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the MerdiantB, I asked Imaum SahiVs messeuger, and 
the Oomastos of Shankarapareek, if they would be con- 
tented with his being in the cnntody of the Polligar. To 
which thej oouaenting I sent an officer with them to his 
house, where they found hira at home, and from thence 
they carried him to the Polligar. 

" By the ancient rules of the place, no inhabitant is 
to have any dealings or correspondence with the country 
Government, without special license ; nor are they to 
make any application to the Governing Moors in any 
matter or dispute arising in the bounds. But Moal 
Chund might in this case have pleaded that he dealt with 
Shankarapareek's Gomastas, as Merchant inhabitant, 
living under our protection, and as such under no obliga- 
tion to inquire whose money they traded with ; and 
Shankarapareek's Gomastas might uige that it was well 
known when they came down here, whose Agents they 
were ; and that it could not be wondered at if they 
corresponded with, and were subject to the orders of 
their principals ; and that if it was a breach of our laws, 
they ought to have been told so when they came down, 
and not suffered to settle in the Town. But the altera- 
tion in the circumstances of the place has made a dis- 
pensation in some sort necessary ; for if we were to keep 
up to the strictness of the old rules, we should drive almost 
all the moneyed men out of the place ; what the conse- 
quence of that would be may be easily guessed, as money 
in as much the sinews of trade as of war ; and I suppose 
it is very well known now, that almost all the trade of 
the place is circulated bv means of the Arcot money, 
and the credit our inhabitants have with the Shro£& ; 
and besides that their money is the chief support of the 
trade of the place, there is another principal advantage 
we receive by it, tiiat I supposed will be easily guessed 
at without naming it. 

** Tills being the state of the case, it remains to be 
considered what method we ought to follow, not only 
upon the present occasion but all others, that are attend- 
ed with the like circumstanoea It has been a point 
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touch debated of late whether any vermm, since the 
coming out of the Charter, can be taken up for debt 
except by warrant iwidng out of the Mayor'a Coart. But 
beaidea that it often happens that by the Forma of the 
Court, it maybe some daya before a warrant can be 
taken out. We are not certain Uuit the Moors wouM 
aubmit to follow a process there ; but if they should 
oonaent thereto, yet many things might occur which 
would give us infinite uneasiiiess ; for though at pre- 
•ent I think we are upon ao good terms with the Ifayor^s 
Court, that I am wiUmg to hope they would make all 
possible dispatch in bringing each a suit to an issue ; 
jret we cannot be always sure of such a disposition ; and 
if it should even happen that the majority of that Court 
should be compoeed of persons of a malignant disposi- 
tion towards the interest of the Company, or actuated 
by prejudices against the Company's Agents, it is very 
easy to foresee the trouble and confusion, ant to only the 
Company's affiurs, but the whole place might be involv- 
ed in. I suppose it is well known how much it is in 
the breast of the Court, to prolong the time before any 
suit is finished ; and a message from the Board, if the 
Court are not rightly disposed, woukl rather occasion a 
greater delay than quicken their proceedings. 

" But tu conaider it a little further if we should admit 
what (by the way) we have venr little reason to do ; 
namely, that the Moors should have parUence to wait 
the prugress of any of their actions through our Courts ; 
yet should it be put into the heads of the defendants that 
they might appeal to England, I believe it is very easy 
to conceive what effect it would have upon the Moors^ 
and how they would receive any notice, that in such 
case must be given them, that they must follow the ap- 
peal to England, I believe there can be no doubt by which 
they would think they had shown sufficient complai- 
sance in demanding justice of the Company's Agents ; 
and that being refused them they would immediately 
make a peremptory demand of the debtor to be delivered 
up to them ; and as thev always deliver upon debtora, 
I see not with what eqmty we could refuse to deliver up 
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theirs, and there would be much to justify any mea^ 
Bures which they should reaoWe on to oblige us to it. 
" The other afiGsdr I mentioned to you is this : — 
" Some days ago the Mayor came with a complaint to 
me that one of t^ Court Seijesnt^ goiAg with a war- 
rant to arrest an Inhabitant of Cattawauk, a number 
of the other inhabitants, together with some peons be« 
longing to the Moors, had beat the Serjeant and res- 
cued the prisoner. Whilst I was considering what 
orders to give upon the occasion, the Court Serjeant 
came in to confirm Mr. Mayor's account of the matter ; 
onl^ with this difference, which indeed was a very ma- 
toiial one^ that he had arrested the man in Triyitaah, a 
village not two miles from the Fort, but out of the Com* 
pane's bounds. Upon which I told botli the Mayor and 
Serjeant that though the Charter did say the jurisdio- 
tion of the Court sl^uld extend ten miles, yet I supposed 
H was to be understood and provided that the Com* 
pan/s bounds had the same extent ; bat however that 
might be I was sure the Moors would not suffer the 
Mayor's warrants to pass in their territories, and there* 
fore they would do well to confine their jurisdiction 
within that of the Company's. Whilst the Mayor was 
yet vdth me, a Messen^r came in from the Havildar of 
Poonamallee, complaimng that whilst he was at Trivi- 
tash, settling some mattors with the Polligar of some of 
their towns, a whito man came their, used the Polligar 
very HI, by giving him several blows ; and seemed deter- 
mined u^n worse treatment, if he had not interposed to 
prevent it, and he desired that I would give erders that 
such things misht not be done again. I difRnissed Ihe 
Messengers with an answer that I would inquire into it. 
'' About six the next momino, the Polligar came to 
me. The account he gave oi himself was^ that he and 
his Ancestors had for many geneiutiona been Polligara 
of twenty-five villages under the Moore; three of whioh 
namely Cattawauk, Sautongot and Ennore,' were about 
twenty years ago granted bv the Mogid to the Company : 
that these being the fartherest villages from us and 
separated from all the rest of our bounds, he had very 
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rarely come to MAdras, and was quite ignorant of our 
laws and customs ; and this trouble that was now 
brought upon him was at the histigation of the persons 
who rented those villages of the Company, with whom 
he had some difference ; xmd who being better acquaint- 
ed with the methtxls of proceeding among us, had taken 
this way to distress and insult him. The Polligar added 
that when the Serjeant came to him he was busy with 
the Havildar of the Poonamallee country, examining a 
robbery that had happened in one of their villages ; that 
he told the Serjeant he would go with him when he had 
done ; but the Serjeant laid hold of him to carry him away 
immediately, and gave him several blows with a cane, the 
marks of which were very visible when I saw him ; and 
that the Serjeant would have suffered more from the 
Moors for his attempt to carry him away, if he himself 
had not interposed. The Polity then delivered me a 

dtion, containing some complaints of the hardships he 
suffered from the Company's Renters; who, I 
suppose, having some intelligence of it (for it seemed 
to have been wrote some days before) were the more 
earnest to have him arrested to prevent his delivering of 
it. I shall say nothing here of the action commenced 
against him in the Mayor's Court, because it is possible 
it may come before us in another manner. Neither 
indeed do I recollect much of the ])etition, having a few 
hours after delivered it to the Mayor ; to whom I took 
notice at the same time that I thought the arrest was 
irreffular, and contrary to the comttant rule and practice 
of the place, which exempted all the Poligars from any 
arrest ; established upon very good consideration, and 
to avoid the consequences which might attend their 
being taken into ciifetody. Besides that the case of this 
man was differently circumstanced, being Poligar but of 
three of our villages, and of twenty-two belonging to the 
Moors, who would probably claim him, out of an opinion 
that they had a greater right in him. But otherwise 
the thing in dispute being only a title to a small piece 
of ground, of no greater value than twenty or twenty- 
five pagodas ; had it been any body else the necessity 
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of an arrest did not seem to be very urgent> and the 
directions with the charter were plainly against it. The 
Poligar appearing in Court some days after to defend his 
title, the Court began to examine him touching what 
happened at Triyitash ; an enquiry certainly that was 
very improper, because the arrest being out of the Com- 
pany's lx>unds ; it is not in our power to support them in 
it. Before the Court rose, they committed him to prison, 
where he remained till about six in the evening, when 
he was discharged after paying forty-six fauams ; and 
then he came to me and complained of it as a matter 
that was a shame and disgrace to him ; and the more so 
as being done in the sight of his people. The Mayor 
being with me again i£e next morning, I asked him 
how it could be t£at the Court had treated the Poligar 
in the manner they had done, after all that I had said 
to him myself. The Mayor replied that when the 
Poligar appeared in Court, they did desisn to have de- 
cided the dispute between him and the plamtiffthat very 
day, but some difficulties arising that could not then be 
clea^red up and being twelve at noon, some of the Alder- 
men cried out let him give bail and answer ; and ad- 
journing immediately upon it^ he believed the Marshal 
might have taken him into custody : but did not know 
that he was imprisoned till the evening, when a person 
came from him to be his bail. To avoid all further dis- 
pute, I was willing to take Mr. Mayor's account of the 
matter ; but told him that when the council met, I 
believed they would take it into consideration, and think 
themselves obliged to make some order upon it, to pre- 
vent the consequences which might follow if it should 
. be drawn into precedent. 

'* The Boanl having seriously considered these two 
eases, approved the taking of Moal Chund into custody, 
and deured the purport of what the President had said 
upon the occasion might be entered upon consultation, 
as our reasons for the same ; that the Company may 
judge thereof ; and that they be desired in our next 
general letter to give us directions in all csAes of the 
like nature which may happen in future. 

22 
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<' At to the other sffair, the ill oonaequences which may 
«nf ue from the breach of the old rules of the place, 
eitablished for many and very good reosona, induced the 
Board to come to the following resolntions thereupon. 

** Ordered that no Sheriff do serre any waiTant of 
arrest or execution upon the person of the Poligar of 
3f adras, or any of the Poligars of the Tillages, nor upon 
their dwelling houses, where they keep their prisonen^ 
nor upon any of the duties due and payable to them 
for the guard and safety of the town and villages. 

'* Ordered also that the Sheriff do repay to the Poligar 
4>f Cttbtawauk, the sum of forty-six fanams^ taken from 
the said Poligar by the Sheriini officers for prison fees." 
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CHAPTER XLII. 



OOYERNORSHIP OF MR. RICHARD BBNYON. 

1736—40. 

The Grovernorship of Mr. Benyon bridges over 
the period between the unknown and known his- 
toiy of the Presidency. Up to this date we have 
been exhuming the annals of a period which was 
ahnost a perfect blank in the eyes of men ; but 
now we are approaching an era in which 
modem history, as it has been written by Orme, 
Wilks, and Duff, may be said to fairly begin ; and 
thus our future annals will serve rather to enlarge 
and illustrate our present knowledge than to carry 
us through a world which was altogether new. 

Our first extract refers to what may be called 
the ** woes of the washers/' who on the 30th of 
April, 1736, addressed the following petition to 
Governor Benyon. 

" The Petition of the JFaihers, 
" Humbly showeth, 

" Whereas your petitioners having faithfully 
served the Honorable Company in washing their 
cloth from the first establishment of this place ; 
which they were the better enabled to perform by 
their having in constant employ between four and 
five hundred able and sufficient persons of their 
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caste to carry on and discbarge the said business 
effectually ; but your petitioners are sorry to ac- 
quaint your Honor, that by means of the constant 
famines which have happened for these ten or 
eleven years past, their cooly allowance from the 
Honorable Company has not been sufficient for their 
subsistance, after the usual charges incident thereon 
were defrayed ; and also that the rice for some 
time was so scarce and dear, that it could not be 
procured under quarter or half measure for a 
fanam. So through these and the like exigencies 
. they were entirely disabled to support themselves 
and families. Provisions being so scarce, that 
induced a great number of their people to desert 
their habitations and take refuge in other parts, 
where provisions were cheaper ; many having sold 
themselves, wives, and children ; and many like- 
wise embarked themselves on several vessels to 
divers places ; together with a great mortality 
among them, which has reduced them to the small 
number of about one hundred men, by whom your 
petitioners assure your Honor it is morally impos- 
sible to carry on and discharge their whole duty 
of washing the cloth. Also another difficulty 
arises, which further disables your petitioners in 
completing the whole business, is, — that in former 
times the long cloth weighed but ten to eleven 
pound per piece, which was more easy for a man 
to hold and wash it, especially in such times when 
they had provisions cheap they were the stronger 
to perform it. Whereas of late years the long 
cloth provided has been of between thirteen and 
fourteen pounds per piece, which in such time of 
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scarcity reduced your petitioners in their strength 
so much, that they found it impossible for a single 
man to hold a piece of cloth of that burden and 
wash it effectually. 

" Honorable Sir, your poor petitioners most 
humbly crave leave to represent to your Honor 
that the Washers at Fort St. David, Porto Novo, 
and Yizagapatam have larger privileges and larger 
benefits to support themselves out of their allow- 
ances ; by reason of their having rivers of good 
and fresh water proper for washing of cloths ; and 
their places being near to the woods, whereby they 
are likewise gainers in purchasing the several in- 
gredients required in washing, as soap, chunam, 
choud, goat*s dung, fuel, &c. But as our river 
being not so good water, your petitioners are ob- 
liged to be at the trouble and expense of having 
water for their purpose drawn out of the wells ; 
and that your petitioners' allowance from the Ho- 
norable Company being only but one pagoda 
and five fanams for every oorge of long cloth's wash- 
ing! your petitioners crave leave to set forth the 
charges incident thereon which they defray as fol- 
lows : 

Pag. P. C. 

Beating 3 

Cooly Eire for carrying brown 

cloth to washing place 1 30 

Cooly for canring it back after 

it IS washed. 1 80 

Conacopilly's wages 10 

Goats* dung to mb the brown 

cloth for washing 10 

Chunam, soap and choud 8 
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Fuel for boiliii£| the cloth three 
tunes before it is well washed 

Fuel for boiling congee rice... 

Indigo to prevent the red and 
brown spots in Congee and 
cloth 



Pag. F. C. 



40 



For every corge of long clothes washing, 
rice aJlowed to the Congee is— measures 
sixteen ; whereas the merchants account 
half thereof on their part, and for the 
oUier half eight measures they receive in 
your petitioner's account the value of it. 



26 20 



10 40 



Pagoda. 1 60 



So there is but fanams 4 cash 20 to be divided 
amongst all your petitioners for their livelihood. 

** The said pagodas 1 and 5 fanams was the rate 
allowed to your petitioners when there was a garce 
of paddy sold for five or six pagodas or there- 
abouts. But by reason of the severe famines 
aforementioned, together with the desertion and 
deaths of so many, your petitioners are reduced to 
such extreme poverty, and to so small a number 
of hands, that they are entirely incapable of main- 
taining themselves and families ; and likewise not 
in a capacity of discharging their duty of washing 
the cloth effectually. 

" Therefore their present necessity and business 
requires their sending for a larger supply of people 
out of the country to their assistance ; but then 
their allowance at present being insufficient for the 
maintenance of your petitioners only through the 
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reasons aforementioned ; therefore your petitioners 
must consequently be incapable to maintain those 
whom they design to send for to their assistance. 

" Your Honor will be pleased further to consi- 
der that since the paddy sells at 17 or IS maracals 
per pagoda, through your Honor's favour to the 
poor souls in general ; yet the merchants account 
for the half share of congeeing the cloths before- 
mentioned, at or between 8 and 10 maracals per 
pagoda. Besides that some years ago when grain 
was dear, your petitioners were always favoured 
by the Honorable Company through their ware- 
house keepers with the free gift of two or three 
garoe of paddy. 

" Your petitioners therefore most humbly en- 
treat your Honor will be graciously pleased to take 
into your most serious Consideration their misera- 
ble and distressed condition ; and only be pleased 
to forbid the merchants from receiving money for 
the half share of conp:eeing the cloths ; that there- 
by your petitioners may receive their full allowance 
of pagodas 1 and fanams 6 for every corge of long 
cloths, without any such deduction by the mer- 
chants ; which will enable your petitioners to pro- 
cure more hands, and to complete their business 
effectually, and it will be but just sufficient to re- 
lieve them out of their present calamities. 

" YourHonor's poor petitioners further crave leave 
to represent to your Honor, that in the severe fa- 
mine in Governor Pitt's time there was some cloth 
destroyed by worms &c., and other some stole in the 
AVashing town, which your Honor is very sensible 
of ; but when the thieves were found at three or 
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kmr tfenl Hmes and prodooed bj Uie Poligar. 
ihtj wm tried bj the Hononbfe Judges Court 
bat aeqnitted from any oorpond ponisliment, and 
wm oolj tumed out of tlie boonds ; wkidi was 
owing to Goremor Pitt's and tout Hodot's wonted 
IsToor and compassion, by takinj^ into considera- 
tion the misery and poverty of their condition, oc- 
casioned by the then present famine. Yoor poor 
petitioners now humbly acquaint your Honor that 
pg^rment h demanded of thian for 260 cloths that 
was destn^ed and stde in Goremor Pitt's time 
aborementioned. 

*' Tour Uonoi's poor petitioners (whose condi- 
tions are so miserable by the forementioned 
reasons and the reduction of their number) most 
earnestly beseech your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to excuse your poor petitionen firom the 
abovementioned demand of payment for the 260 
cloths, that was destroyed or stole in Mr. Pitt's 
Gk>Ternment» 

" Your petitionen most humbly repeat their 
earnest request that your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to forbid the merchants from receiving the 
half share of congeeing the cloths, and also in ex- 
cusing the demand for the 260 cloths ; and in ac- 
knowledgment of which favours your petitioners 
as in duty bound shall ever pray for your Honon's 
good health, prosperity and long life." 

The decision of the Board upon this petition is 
thus recorded. 

" Monday, 17th May, 1736. Then the Board 
taking into consideration the petition from the 
Washers, came to a resolution to make them an 
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advance of four fianains per eorge of long cloth, 
and two fanams per corge of Salampores, being 
sensible they are not able to perform their work at 
the present allowance." 

The following proceedings respecting privato 
trade are suffidentiy explained by the extracts 
themselves. 

" Wednesday, 21st July, 1786. Our Honora- 
ble Masters, having upon many occasions and 
divers times given their command to this Presi- 
dency to prevent as much as possible all assistance 
to our rivals in trade, either by lending them 
money, or otherwise ; and having repeated tbe 
aame more fully and particularly in tbeir letter 
dated the 2Srd Januaiy last, it was agreed to give 
notice thereof by afi^ing it Mi the sea gate, and 
that such notice be in the words and form follow- 
ing. 

*' Ordered by tke President and Council, in con- 
formity to the directions received from the Honor- 
able Company, that from and after the date of 
this notice, any person or persons, — inhabitants 
of Madras, Natives, or others,— who should pre- 
sume to be concerned directly or indirectly in any 
Stock or Loan at respondentia on any foreign ship, 
if not belonging to this port, or some other of the 
English settlements, shall be fined according t« 
the value of their concerns, and forfeit the Oom- 
panv's protection ; and any person or persons, who 
shall be guilty of procuring or soliciting any such 
concern in Stock or Loan at respondentia on any 
such foreign ship or ships, shall forfeit the Com- 
pany's protection and be expelled the bounds. 

23 
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" Ordered also that no ship or ships belonging 
to any of the Inhabitants of this pUce, whether 
Native or others, shall import at any port or place 
on this coast, not being an English settlement ; 
except in case of necessity, when in that case also 
they shall be liable to pay the Custom to the Com- 
pany the same as if they had imported here. 

'* All persons subject to his Britannic Majesty, 
are to have due regard to his Majesty's royal pro- 
damation, prohibiting all his subjects trading 
within the Company's limits, in foreign service, 
or under foreign commissions, or being any way 
concerned in foreign Companies ; and likewise for« 
bidding them to visit, haunt, or frequent to East 
Indies, without the said Company's License." 

*' The Board thought proper to publish this no- 
tice in such general terms to avoid giving any 
particular offence ; which might have affected the 
friendship and harmony that is subsisting at pre- 
sent with the Country Government and the 
Prench ; it being chiefly designed to prevent all 
aid and assistance to the trade of Pondicherry, and 
the Moors ports to the Southward of us ; as what 
effects the trade of the place most sensibly, and 
that are our most dangerous rivals." 

" Monday, 29th November, 1736. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that this afternoon he 
is to receive a visit from one Meer Suttu, a person 
that was tutor to Subder Ali Khan, who haa 
given him a commission to supervise the Poona- 
malice Country ; the President added that he had 
lately had a great deal of trouble with the Metta 
people, and was advised to make this man a smaU 
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present, who in return would leave such orders at 
the Mettas as would make us easy. 

*' Agreed the present be two pieces of scarlet 
broad cloth and twelve flasks of rose water to him- 
self ; and twelve yards of scarlet and three of aurora 
to the managers who attend him ; the whole value 
will be about ninety pagodas." 

The records for the year 1737 contain nothing 
worthy of note ; and yet at this period events were 
occurring which are not without importance in the 
history of the Presidenc}'. In 1732, the Hajah 
of Trichinopoly had died without issue ; his second 
and third wives burned themselves with the body, 
but the first wife succeeded to the Government, in 
conformity it is said with the desire of the deceased 
Rajah. Disputes subsequently ensued between the 
Kanee and a Prince of the royal blood. Dost AH, 
the Nabob of Arcot, was prevailed upon to take 
advantage o** the confusion, to subject the kingdom 
of Trichinopoly to his own authority. Accordingly 
he sent an army under his son Subder Ali, and his 
son-in-law Chunda Sahib, to seize any opportunity 
which might offer of getting possession of the 
capital.* 

The result was tragical. Chunda Sahib, who 
already owed his advancement to his matrimonial 
arrangements, was fortunate enouirh to excite the 
tender regard of the Kanee. Accordingly he was en- 
abled to prevail on the love stricken lady to admit 
him with a body of troops into the city of Trichi- 
nopoly, having first taken an oath on the Koran 

•Orme's History of lndo8tan,VoL l.p. 38. Pharoob's 
edition. Wilks*s Sonthem India, Vol. L p. 249. 
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^i he would act in nothing to her detriment. 
But the loves of middle aged queens are not al- 
ways fortunate, and Chunda Sahib proved more 
epiel to the Ranee than iEneas proved to Dido. 
There is however a slight diflference between the 
classical legend and the modem stoiy. Mneas 
broke the heart of Dido by running away ; where- 
as Chunda Sahib broke the heart of the Kanee by 
remaining where he was. The latter seized the city 
of Trichinopoly, and then imprisoned the lady ; 
upon which the latter died of grief, and the king- 
dom of Trichinopoly yielded to the authority of 
the faithless Chunda. 

We now proceed with the annals of the English 
settlement. Our next extracts will illustrate the 
administration of the laws. 

" Friday, 20th January, 1738. Captam Henry 
Uoadly, Commander of the " Royal Guardian," 
acquainted the Board that his sail maker, James 
Bouchanan, had murdered Michael Smith, his 
fourth mate, in Canton river the 16th October 
last : that the next morning he jointly with Cap- 
tain Martin and Sheppard, had taken the exami- 
nation of several persons, who were on board 
when the accident happened ; in consequence of 
which be had brought the man here in irons in 
order to a trial. 

" Captain Hoadly being withdrawn, and his 
IVfajesty's commission for trying pirates being 
called for and examined, it was found tliat we arc 
thereby empowered to try piracies, felonies and rob- 
beries, without any mention of murder. Which 
being debated^ it was agreed that neither the word 
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•* piracy," nor the word " felony," could be un- 
derstood to imply " murder ;" and the rather bc- 
oause in the preamble to the said commission 
murder is distinguished from the other two, and 
also for that the oath appointed by the act of 
the 1 ith and 12th of King Wyiiam the third, to 
be taken by the Judges of the Court of Admiralty, 
plainly refers to piracy, robbery and felony, and 
not to murder. 

" Captain Hoadly was then called in, and told 
the Board were of opinion we had not power to 
try the criminal here ; but that if he would order 
the several witnesses ashore, their information 
should be taken upon oath by some of his Ma- 
jesty's Justices of peace for his justification." 

" Tuesday, 24th January, 1738. A peon that 
carries money, having murdered his companion 
and robbed him of the money and effects he had 
with him belonging to several merchants : and 
the murderer having been discovered in Triplicane 
with most of the effects about him ; the owners 
thereof appear before the Board, and having made 
good their claim to the money &c., the same was 
delivered them before the Board. But the mur- 
der and robbery having been committed to the 
Southward of Porto Novo, and consequently not 
punishable by virtue of our charter, the peon was 
delivered to the merchants under custody of the 
Poligar*s peons, to be conveyed to the Rajah in 
whose country the fact was committed, in order 
• that lie might receive his trial and punishment 
there." 
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Our next extract refers to the state of foreign 
affairs. 

«• Saturday. 8th July, 1788. The President ac- 
quainted the Board, that he had received certain 
odvices out of the country, that the Mahrattas had 
entered the provinces and seized upon Qott,* the 
principal pass : that Subder Ali Khan was set out 
agamst them, but with so pitiful a force that it 
was concluded, if he did not very speedily buy a 
peace, they would soon be at Arcot ; which being 
no walled city, they would not be long in overrun- 
ning the country. Whereupon the President de- 
sired to entertain as many Harcarras as may be 
necessary to bring him adnce of the Mahrattas' 
motions." 

These incursions of the Mahrattas are to be at- 
tributed partly to the intermittent hostilities be- 
tween the Nizam and the Mahratta Rajah, and 
partly to the hostility of the Mahrattas to the 
Mussulman occupation of the Hindoo state of 
Trichinopoly. 

About this time a powder manufactory was 
erected at Madras, on the North West comer of 
the island. W^e subjoin the original entry. 

"Monday, 13th November, 1738. The Pay 
Master and Storekeeper report to the Board, that 
they have pitched upon a spot of ground for erect- 
ing the new buildings necessary for the powder 
maker ; which lies in the North Western comer 
of the island, between the roads leading to Egmore 
and Chindadrepettah, but a considerable distance 

* Query, "Ghaut." 
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from each road, so that no body need go near the 
said buildings but the persons employed, and in 
case of an accident the passengers will be out of 
reach of danger. They also deliver in a plan for 
erecting the same, taking up the space of 18U feet 
in length and 144 in breadth." 

Our next extract carries us to Yizagapatam. 
There had been some disputes between the Eng- 
lish and the Nabob of Bajahmundry. It is worthy 
of notice that this Nabob was no other than An- 
war-odean, the gentleman who subsequently be- 
come Nabob of Arcot, and who is the founder of 
the Wallajah family. 

" Wednesday, 23rd May, 1739. General let- 
ter from the chief and Council at Yizagapatam of 
the 1st of May read, advising the unsettled state 
of the country Government thereabouts, and re- 
presenting their fortifications and gun carriages to 
be but in a weak state of defence in case of any 
rupture. 

" It being considered that the late revolution at 
Delhi will probably occasion frequent marches of 
different parties all over the empire ; — it is agreed 
to direct the chief and Council of Yizagapatam to 
keep their gun carriages in good order, and to lay 
before us an account of the repairs necessary to 
put their buildings and fortifications into a better 
■state of defence, with an estimate of the ex- 
pense." 

The revolution at Delhi, which is here so slight- 
ly alluded to, was no other than the invasion of 
Nadir Shah. This event cannot be passed over 
without some notice^ as it was the first great blow 
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aimed at tlie heart of the Mogul empire. The 
reigning emperor at Delhi, Mohanuned Shah, waa 
a weak sensualist, who looked feebly and list* 
kssly on, whilst the Mahrattas were ravaging the 
country almost to the gates of Delhi. But as if this 
intestine war was not enough to ruin the empire, 
another attack was to be made by a foreign enemy. 
Nadir Shah was a usurper on the throne of Persia. 
Having established himself on the throne, he re- 
duced Cabul and Candahar, and thus approached 
the frontier of India, lie professed to have no in- 
tention of entering Hindostan ; but having sent 
an ambassador to demand the delivering up 
of some exiles, the ambassador and his escort 
were murdered by the people and inhabit- 
ants of Jellalabad, and Mohammed Shah was ar- 
rogant enough to refuse satisfaction. Nadir Shah 
was soon on the march. Some sort of treaty was 
made, by which the Mogul agreed to pay two mil- 
lions sterling, on condition that Nadir retired ; 
but from some cause or other the treaty was set 
aside and Nadir marched on and took possession of 
Delhi. For two days order was preserved in the 
city, and the invaders seemed only desirous of ob- 
taining a large ransom. On the thiid night it 
was reported that Nadir had been assassinated by 
one of the Mogul's ladies iu the haram, at the in- 
stigation of Mohammed Shah. The people at Del- 
hi at once flew to arms, and slew every Persian 
they could find in the streets. Nadir sent out 
some offtcers to convince the mob of their error, 
but the officers were slaughtered. Meantime he 
dared not send out his troops into the close streets 
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at Delhi, amidst the darkness of the night, but de- 
termined to wait till morning. The consequence 
. was that before daybreak a thousand Persians were 
slain ; but then a terrible vengeance was exacted. 
Orders were issued for a general massacre in every 
house or lane where a murdered Persian could be 
found ; and from sunrise till noon the city was 
ravaged by fire and sword, until the streets 
streamed with blood. At noon Nadir ordered the 
massacre to cease ; and so exact was his discipline 
that the order was implicitly obeyed. Nadir then 
left India to its pitiful emperor, and marched off 
with a ^)oii which has been estimated at the pro- 
digious sum of thirty two millions sterling. But 
notwithstanding the horrible outrages which had 
occurred, the debauched inhabitants of Delhi re- 
gretted the departure of Nadir ; and for many 
years afterwards the excesses of the Persian sol- 
diery were topics of humour in the looser conversa- 
tion of all ranks, and formed the comic parts of the 
drolls or players. 

But to return to Madras. This same year of 
1739 the settlement was thrown into a state of 
serious alarm by rumours of the approach of 
the Mahrattas. Shao, better known to our fore- 
fathers as Sou Bajah, was at present the Bajah of 
the Mahrattas ; and Bajee Rao was his minister or 
Peishwa, who exercised all the real power. But 
the story of what transpired is best told in the 
language of the original records. 

*' Monday, 13th August, 1739. The Presi- 
dent produced to the Board, as now read and 
entered hereafter, a letter (deli vexed him yester- 

24 
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dfty evening by Coja Petrus) from Imaom Sahib 
to the said Coja Petrus, giving him intelli- 
gence of a design formed by the Sou Eigah to 
invade this province, and in strong terms pressing 
our being upon our guard, and putting ourselves 
in the best posture of defence we can. 

" The purport of this letter agreeing with the 
informations brought us by other hands, it wa» 
thought proper not entirely to neglect the same ; 
and therefore the Board agreed to form themselvea 
into a Committee, and to take a general survey of 
the fortifications, attended by the Lieutenants and 
Qunner ; to see what is really necessary to be 
done, in order to secure the place against the at- 
tempts of an enemy." 

** From Imaum Sahib io Coja Petru$, dated 6th 
August, 1739, received 12th August. 

" Sou Rajah, about two years since, had medi- 
tated a design to fall upon this country with a 
powerful army, under the command of Baigee 
Row ; in order to revenge the insult offered his re- 
lations by the ambitious intentions of the Grover- 
nors of this province to put themselves forcibly in 
the possession of Tanjore ; a kingdom which be- 
longed to them (the Mahrattas) alone, and there- 
lore would have been a direct invasion of their 
right. But Nadir Shah, in the interim, having 
penetrated very far into the Empire, made him 
suspend his project for the present. How- 
ever I am now certainly informed he will very 
shortly put it in execution. To this purpose he 
has made ehoice of between 40 and 50 thousand 
of his best troops, the flower of his army ; and 
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given the command of them to Baujee Row, with 
express orders to lay waste this whole country. 
We have not the least reason to doubt the truth of 
this intelligence. If therefore the Qunyms should 
come this way» you may depend upon it they 
will visit Madras. The strict friendship that 
has been, and continues to be, between the Go- 
vernor and me, makes me have the welfare 
of his Government at heart. Upon this account I 
sent him early informations in the former alarm 
we had ; but no notice was taken of them ; I 
hope greater stress will be laid upon these. It is 
a friendly part I am now acting, and therefore (I 
cannot repeat it too often) don't slight the advice 
I give you. Acquaint the Governor of what I 
have here related to you, very privately j and tell 
him to make the necessary preparations for the 
defence of the Town. Desire him particularly to 
lay up a good store of provisions, and to forbid 
the carrying of paddy or any other grain out 
of Town. Let him also provide himself with 
ammunition sufficient, and warlike stores. The 
greatest precautions you can use will be too little 
to defeat the attempts of an enemy, whose sudden 
and quick motions, will make you stand in need 
of your utmost vigilance. I take my leave of you, 
with once more entreating you to credit the above 
accounts." 

Governor Benyon accordingly took active mea- 
sure for the defence of Fort St. George ; but his 
proceedings are best told in the language of the 
records. 

''Tuesday, 14th August, 17S9. The Board 
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having yesterday been round the works, pursuant 
to the resolution of that morning's consultation, 
made the following remarks. 

" That the wall from Caldera Point along the 
river to Queen's Point is not carried on ; but there 
is a space of 310 feet in length left open, except 
that there are some ordinary houses built there, 
which are no security ; but the river being easily 
fordable at that place, an enemy may without the 
least difficulty make their entrance there. 

" That the Palmyra fence from New Point to 
the Block house is entirely gone ; and though our 
Honorable Masters permitted the building a wall 
there in the year 1722, it has not yet been done, 
although absolutely necessary for the defence of 
the place. 

" That the Drawbridge to the Town is much 
out of repair ; the chains and bolts of it almost 
eaten through with rust, and the wood work de- 
cayed. 

" That the carriages of the guns are most of them 
80 decayed that they are of little further use than 
to mount the guns upon, not being fit for firing ; 
and should we be put to the necessity of using 
them, a few discharges would dismouut the guns. 

*• That there are many battecas built close un- 
der the Town wall, and great quantities of timber 
and plank lying between the wall and the sea ; both 
which in case of the approach of an enemy may 
be of dangerous consequences. 

** The completing the wall of the Town appear- 
ing to the Board of absolute necessity, the Pay- 
Master is ordeied immediately to set about the 
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same, and to begin with the opening by the river 
bewteen Caldera Point and Queen's Point ; and a3 
soon as that is finished to proceed upon the other ; 
and Mr. Burton and he are appointed a Committee 
to make an estimate of the expense of each of 
these works. 

** And it being also necessary, in case of the ap- 
proach of an enemy, to remove our jjowder from 
the magazine on the Isbnd in the Town ; it is 
ordered also that the Pay Master clear out and re- 
pair the magazine under the several points ; and 
when these works which appear of the most im- 
mediate necessity are completed, that he proceed to 
mending the drawbridge, and such other repairs 
as are requisite to put us in a proper posture of 
defence. 

" Ordered further that the Storekeeper do im- 
mediately set about repairing such of the gun car' 
riages as are only decayed in part ; and that he 
make new ones in the room of those that are no 
longer serviceable ; and that the gunner's mate do 
attend and oversee the workmen. 

** Resolved further that the proprietors of the 
timber and plank, &c. lying under the fort walls 
have notice given them immediately to remove the 
same ; and that such shops and sheds as are in 
the way be pulled down. 

" Alter these resolutions the Board called for 
the lists of the Military and Gunroom crew, and 
observing that there are very few Europeans in the 
latter, and no supernumeraries in the former ; — it 
was agreed that on this occasion the Gunner 
entertain as many Europeans as he can get ; and 
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that the Lieutenants look out for and list as far as 
thirty Topasses to each Company, if they can find 
such as are fit for service." 

" Tuesday, 14th August 1739. Agreed on this 
occasion to entertain spy Brahmins, and send them 
to several parts of the country to gain intelligence 
of the motions of the Mahrattas ; which are fre- 
quently so sudden as to make it necessary to be 
more than ordinarily watchful." 

The storm however did not break out until 
next year, when a great battle ensued between the 
Mahrattas and Dost Ali, the Nabob of Arcot, 
which terminated in the defeat and death of the 
Nabob. But we give the original entries. 

" Wednesday, 30th April. 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board he had received advice from 
Imaum Sahib, that the design of the Mahrattas to 
enter this province is no longer to be doubted ; and 
though the Nabob was setting out towards the 
borders, there is not a force sufficient in the pro- 
vince to withstand them, and they will certainly be 
soon at Arcot, if some other means are not 
thought of to stop them. 

" Ordered that the Pay Master do make all the 
despatch possible to complete such of the repairs as 
were thought necessary in consultation the 14th of 
August last ; particularly the wall from New Point 
to the Block house, and a palisado of redwood from 
thence to the sea ; it being very easy for an enemy 
to force their way by that Point, and then the 
whole Black Town will be open to them ; there 
being no wall between that point and the White 
Town." 
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"Monday^ 12th May, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board that last night he received ad- 
vice, which was confirmed this morning, that the 
Nabob Dost Ali Khan and his youngest son Hus- 
sain Ali Khan, and several other persons of note, 
had been killed in an engagement with the Mah- 
rattas at the pass of the Hills which divide this 
province from Corrapah (i. e. the Pass of Damal* 
charri) ; the particulars of which engagement ac- 
cording to what we yet hear are as follows. 

*' The Nabob was lying at the pass with no 
more than 2000 horse and about 10,000 peons of 
Bungar Veasum Naick's ; the Mnhrattas being then 
on the other side the pass, some overtures were 
made by the last for an accommodation ; but not 
receiving any answer from the Nabob that was 
satisfactory, the Mahrattas found means to bring 
about 10,000 horse through a wood (the Poligar 
of which it is supposed showed them the way) ; 
and the 9th in the morning they appeiored 
in the Nabob's rear. At the same time the rest 
of the Mahratta army possessed themselves of the 
UiUs, and came down in his Aront. The Nabob's 
forces were soon surrounded, and the enemy charg- 
ing them with fire arms, the Nabob, his son Hus- 
sain Ali, and several others about him, were soon 
killed ; after which, the Mahrattas having pro- 
claimed that if the rest would disperse they should 
not be pursued, the Nabob's forces soon fled. 
Subder Ali Khan, the Nabob's eldest son who 
was upon his march to his father, but with no 
more than 3000 horse, hearing of this defeat turn- 
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ed back, and it is tliought, designs id shut Mm- 
self up in Vellore* 

" As tlit^i'D ia uo room to doubt now thnt the 
Maliratta3 may and will ran^e over the whole prO' 
vinoe, tUe President accjuaint^ the Board he had 
this morniufT ordei'ed all the men we have in Garri- 
son to be upon duty ; but considering how many 
Guards and t'oints we have, they will at best be 
very weakly manned ; and therefore proposed to 
the consideration of tiie Bonrd, what further to do 
upon tliia emergency i upon which it was agreed as 
follows. 

" Tlint considering the few men we have, parti- 
cuhirJy Europeans, it is impossible to spare any 
force sufHcient to mann the out ehoultrieSj which 
were formerly erected to defend the suburbs ; he- 
sides that those choultries are so much gone to dc* 
cay that they are not tenable ^ nnd were they in bet- 
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room, as can be procured. This order is made 
general because we have too much reason to believe 
the most that can be got will be fax short of what 
is necessary. 

** There being upwards of 200 guns mounted 
on the walls and bastions, and the number of men 
in the Gunners crew not being above one man to 
two guns, and -as in case of action our Military 
will be of most service with their ire arms : —It is 
Agreed to entertain two hundred Lascars, if so 
many can be procured, to assist in working the 
great guns. 

" Ordered also that one Iwndred peons be takea 
in upon the Company's pay under the command 
of the chief peon. 

" And the Poligar of this place, being obliged 
upon any emergency to raise two hundred addi- 
tional Taliars, on the Company's paying their batta 
during the time they are in service ; the President 
was desired to order the Toiigar to get them ready 
ds soon as possible.'' 

" Thursday, 15th May, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board, he had received advice from 
the country, that fifteen or twenty thousand Mah- 
ratta horse were arrived at LoUiipettah and Arcot, 
and were plundering both these places. 

** There being little or no Europe powder in the 
Garrison, and but 500 fire arms tliatcan be de- 
pended on in case of action, and the Board being 
informed there is a quantity of the first and eigl^ 
chests of the latter on board the " Eoyal Guardian" 
consigned to Bombay :— It is agreed to sign an 
order to Captain lloadly to send ashore ten bar- 

25 
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tt\n of gun-powder, and the eight chesU of fire 
arms. 

" As it is very likely it will soon be necessary 
to i)ut our European inhabitants under our arms, 
— it is agreed that commissions be drawn out ap- 
pointing William Monson, Esq., Captain ; 'Mr, 
John Stratton, Lieutenant, and Mr. John Ually- 
burton, Ensigti." 

" Monday, lath May, 1740. Tlicre being seve- 
ral places on the walls, where it will be proper to 
plant guns for the defence of the Town ; the 
Storekeeper is ordered to deliver to the Gunner 
so many as are wanted, and to make carriages for 
the same ; and till those can be finished, the Gun- 
ner is ordi'rcd to make use of some of the carriages 
on the saluting Battery. 

" The Pay Master is likewise ordered to buy in 
A quantity of sheep, and to salt up some beef and 
pork, to make a quantity of biscuit, to send to 
Fulicat for salt fish, to lay in also some firewood, 
and to look out for all the Pegu jare in Town, or 
other vessels proper for keeping water. 

'* There l)eing a gpneat want of fanams for the 
currency of the place, agreed that 8000 Pagodas 
more b«^' advanced the Import warehouse keeper 
to purchase silver to coin into fanams. In the 
lueantime, agreed to issue out those which were 
coined for Fort St. David, the roads being too 
dangerous to send them overland. 

" The Chevanx dc Frise being out of repair, 
the Pay Master is ortlere*! to get them mended ; 
and thfiT boing several other utensils of war whicfc 
w« lutt c not in storc^ such as spades, shovels^ 
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pickaxes, Sec. is ordered to provide so many of 
them likewise as may be thought meoessary. 

" Thursday, 22ud May, 1740. The President 
acquaints the Board, that all the accounts he has 
been able to get of the Mahrattas, and then: mo* 
tions, since last consultation, have been very im- 
perfect ; which he imputes to the danger there is 
m passing the roads ; except that it is agreed pari 
of the Mahratta forces had likewise entered Conje- 
yeram and plundered that great Town. And he has 
also received frequent advices of the plundering 
and burning of villages between this and Arcot. 
One of the Ilircarrahs came in last night, and 
brought advice that the Mahrattas had sent about 
twenty spies towards the sea coasts, though he 
could not tell upon what design ; but a letter 
from a considerable man in the country ^o his son 
that is in Town, mentions the same number of 
spies being sent, and adds that it was to enquire 
what fresh water there was in the rivers or tanks, 
and particularly how much there might be in 
Chambrepauck tank ; and this morning came into 
Town several of the inhabitants of Trevelore ; 
which is about twelve hours journey from the 
place, who had fled from thence, and report that a 
party of horse was come there and were plundering 
that pkce. 

" There being eighteen military men on board 
the " Prince William," that are returning from 
Bombay to Bengal ;— agreed to send for them 
ashore, upon promise that they shall go on to the 
Bay by the latter ships ; and that Captain Lang- 
worth be ordered to send them ashore. 
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*' Agreed also that Caj itain Langworth he. onkred 
to Mrrid avhcire tw'.fity men of his ship's companj 
to assist io the defence of the place ; and the Pay 
Master is ordered to furnish provisions for them 
and the I^ngal Military, and to lay in some ar- 
rack to ^ive the men a dram morning and evening 
whiUt thfy are upon duty, as has always been 
customary upon these occasions. 

*• Captain Lang worth having some pistol pow- 
der on lioard which he offers to sell, the Storekeeper 
is ordered to purchase it. 

*• There Ixung a parcel of straw houses and huts 
lying io the Northward of the Black Town, within 
fourteen feet of the walls, which in case of an at- 
tack on that side would l>e very inconvenient, and 
Bake it dangerous : — Ordered that notice be given 
io the pifiprictors to pull them down, and remove 
the materials elsewhere. But it was at the same 
time agreed that the Pay Master, with the chief 
bricklayer and chief carpenter, do first take a sur- 
vey of the same, and report the value to the Board, 
that we may agree upon allowing the owners some 
reasonable satisfaction." 

The sc(juel of these exciting events will be told 
in our next Chapter. Meantime we insert here a 
curious domestic incident which transpired at the 
commencement of tlie present year ; and which, 
like a previous one, we prefer printing verbatim 
in iinall type, rother than injuring the story by 
nn attoni[)t at abridging it. 

*• Thurwloy, 3rd January, 1740. The President 
di'Iivrrs to tlic Council a paper now read and en- 
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tered hereafter ; after wliicli he took the following 
oath administered to him by Mr. Randall Fowke. 

<' I, Richard Benyon, do make oath and swear, that 
the two thousand pagodas demanded of me on the thir- 
teenth day of November Ust post by Mr. John Sander- 
son, for so much pretended to have been sent by the 
said Mr. Sanderson, by his servant Muggana on the 2nd 
of March 1738, and by his said servant to have been de- 
livered to my Dubash Casava Chetty Addeppa for me ; 
and for the recovery of which he has since brought his ac- 
tion in the Mayor's Court against my said Dubash ; — 
were not received by me, and that I never heard of his 
sending such sum of money till the thirteenth day of 
November aforesaid, when Mr. Sanderson wrote me of 
it and demanded repayment thereof." 

" To the Gentlemen of Council at Fort St George. 
" Gentlemen, 

" Mr. Jolm Sanderson having commenced a suit 
against my servant Casava Chetty Addeppa, commonly 
<^ed Narrain, which has occasioned much and various 
•discourse in Town ; being a case so circumstanced that 
the truth of the matter charged in the bill will perhaps 
at last be rather guessed at than full^ appear ; and as many 
in such an afiOur will be giving their opinion according to 
their passions and prejudices ; — I have thought it neces- 
sary, in my own vindication, to lay before you some 
facts and circumstances, which otherwise I should not 
have thought justifiable for any private provocatiou. 

" I shall begin then Gentlemen, with acquainting you, 
that the 13th of November last in the morning, 1 re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Sanderson, complaining in gene- 
rid of hardships he had suffered from me,' and in one 
part of his letter, said that he hoped 1 would be so just 
not to detain so laige a part of his fortune, as my man 
Narrain received of his servant Muggana the 2nd March 
1788. As the subject was quite new to me, and the 
whole of his letter very unintelligible, I desired he would 
come and explain it. It would be v(*asting too much of 
your time to recite all our discourse when he did come; 
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Maiilwitwo thiKTiMwrf po^ixbs: sad w&ts I adtoiA 
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'' You may depend upon my readlneas to serve you on 
all occasions. 

I am, Your aaBured friend, 

John Sandkbson.'* 

ViZAOAPATAH, ) 

l^thJ)ecember,^7S5, ) 

'* After I had read this letter, I was a good deal sur« 
prized at the matter of it, as well as the confidence he 
reposed in his servant Muggana, I considered that if I 
returned the money by the bearer, he might s1^ pre- 
tend I had received it ; and though I should have wrote 
Mr. Sanderson that I hadnot> I much doubted in whom 
he would have most faith. 

" I therefore concluded it was most safe to take the 
money into my own possession ; and without saying 
what my design wos^ I ordered him to be brought into 
me with the money ; which was accordingly done ; and 
Muggana having laid the money down upon a table be- 
fore me, he and Narrain went out again ; after which I 
delivered the money to my cash-keeper, with directions 
to keep it till I called for it, and the 7th February I 
wrote Mr. Sanderson a letter the copy of wluch is as 
follows : — 

"Sir, 

I have seen the letter you wrote to Addeppa, and am 
very sorry to observe by it that you were upon such 
hard terms whilst you were at Injeram ; when at the 
same time, I have very good reason to believe, both 
your neighbours at V izagapatam and Maddapollum set 
rent free. But however that be, I am sure neither the 
Company's affairs, or your own, can be carried on as they 
ought to be, if what you offer upon the present occasion 
is once established as a constant practice. Yet that 
you might not be deceived in what has passed here, 
what your Dubash brought I have thought fit to take 
into my possession, and desire you will send an order to 
Mr. Morse to receive it of me. He need not be ac- 
quainted upon what account it is ; neither is it proper 
that notions of this sort should be public or propogated. 
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hither, and the 19th Janttary following he arrived here. 
It was then too busy a season for us to enter upon any 
particular debate in Council relating to the Y izagapatam 
ofifairs ; except that it was agreed we could not adyanoe 
the prices of that doth, or continue any longer to pay 
what we did the year before. But I had frequent dia- 
coiu-ses with him, and he showed me some proposak 
which he said Kaganacailoo had made, and he dul not 
doubt would comply with them. I cannot now recol* 
lect all that passed between us ; but at last having as- 
sured me that, if he was permitted to go to Vizagapatam 
again, he would do his utmost to mi&e a good invest- 
ment ; and if he should not be able to do that, he would 
himself desire to come up next season ; I gave him to 
understand I would not be against his retuniing thi- 
ther. We were too busy then in dispatching the " Royal 
Guardian," to bring the matter into Council ; but he 
doubted so little of going again to Vizagapatam, that he 
proposed to me to buy a French ship, which was then in 
the road to be sold, in order to be employed in the trade 
between Vizagapatam and this placta ; which I very 
readily came into, and it is very remarkable that ship 
sailed for Vizagapatam the 27th February four days also 
before, he says, he sent the money ; and that day also 
his paper relating to the Vizagapatam investment was 
read in Council, and which I believe was looked upon 
then as preparative to his return thither. 

I must now acquaint you with two other particulars, 
but the exact time I cannot recollect Talking with me 
once about his turned out cloth, he asked me if I would 
take it upon my own account ; telling me I should have 
it for two thousand pagodas less than it cost him, or 
that he would lose two thousand pagodas by it. I did 
not ask him to explain himself, but guessing that he 
meant what he ought not, I only told him I did not 
know what to do with it. Bu^ I resolved from that time 
not to touch it upon any account. 

" At another time he brought me an open account 
current, upon balance whereof would have been due to 
him upwards of 2,500 pagodas by reason of several sums 

26 
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he cUflbnned for my Moount ; araoog oiheiB my shaie of 
tha French ship Abovemeationed. And obserring h« 
h»d given credit therein for 2,000 pagodas aa cash re- 
ceiy^ which I knew be had not^ I supposed it to be a 
ftun that he wantod to be paid in part of the halanot. 
I was therefore going to call for my cash-keeper to order 
the money to be paid ; but Mr. Sanderson stopped me 
•ad said he did not want the money. Upon which I ask- 
ed him what he put it in the account for? He replied 
sgain that he designed it as a present, or desired that I 
vould accept of it, or to that effect. Upon that I asked 
lum how he could make any such offer, or imagine I 
had any such expectations after what had passed be- 
tween us about the thousand pagodas he sent by his 
servant Mugg^ma ? Or, said I, do you think I refused 
that because it was not enough f We had a good deal 
more discourse at that time, but I cannot charge my me- 
mory with so much of it as to be particular in reciting 
it here ; but it tended to convince him that I would ac- 
cept of no such offers, and that he might depend upon 
all the good offices in my power without any expecta- 
tions of that sort ; in which as I was vexy sincere, you 
may judge of my surprize when he first acquainted me 
he had sent 2,000 pagodas the 2nd March 1738 by his 
servant Muggana to Narrain. 

** Concerning which Mr. Sanderson being come to me 
according to appointment the i 3th November Ust, I 
called Narrain in, and charged him with having received 
that sum from Mr. Sanderson by his servant Muggana^ 
and with having owned the receipt of it and promised 
repayment, which Mr. Sanderson afi&rmed he had. Nar- 
ram absolutely denied it ; but acknowledged that Mr. 
Sanderson, since his return to this place, had told him 
that he had advanced to his Qomastas at Vizagapatam 
to the amount of 2,000 pagodas in rupees, and had de- 
manded that money of him here ; wmch Narrain said 
he had promised to pay, if Mr. Sanderson had any re- 
ceipt for it from hiA Qomastas, or so soon as they should 
give him any advice that they had received it. Upon 
this Mr. Sandei-Bon denied that ho ever made any such 
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demand upon Narrain, and said those aoeovcnts wera 
settled at Visagapatam, and he had been paid there. 
Upon whidi Namun replied, " No Sir, for I paid yoa 
one bill here of eight hundred and thirty-three mpeet, 
and another of three hundred and odd pagodaa. Mr. 
Sanderson made answer, that he was now ^d all, and 
bad no demand for any money advanced his Gomastaa. 
Upon which I interrupted them, and told Nanrain that the 
question was whether the 2nd March 1788 he received 
two thousand pagodas from Muggana, which was to be 
paid me. This Narrain denying again, Mr. Sanderson 
asked him whether he had not applied to him, and told 
him that if he would persuade me to permit him to go 
down again to Yizagapatam to settle his affiiirs there^ 
and bring up his family, he would give him two thou^ 
sand pagodas. Upon this I asked Mr. Sanderson if he 
had not said before it was for me, ** Tes Sir, said he^ 
"so it was." "WeUthen," said I, "since you did go 
to Yizagapatam, and that was the consideration for 
whidi it was intended, don't you think if the money be 
reeorered it belongs to me ? " No Sir," said Mr. Sander* 
son, " my turned out cloth was to be taken in too. 
'* Oh," said I, " that could not be ;" and in truth. Gentle- 
men, there was a very good reason why it could not be, 
which is that even Mr. Sanderson himself, with the rest 
el you, had wrote the Company the cloUi from YijEa- 
gapatam was very bad, insomuch that we had turned 
great part of it out ; nor was it possible I could take it 
in, much less what he had turned out at Yizagapatam* 
for being, as it is said in the said letter, worse than what 
we had rejected here ; or if in conuderation of this in- 
tended present I had, agreed to it, which way could yon 
(Gentlemen have been brought to consent thereto ? But 
this by the way. Then Mr. Sanderson went on, and said 
that Narrain, in answer to his application to him, had 
told him that my mind was a little vexed about the bad 
cloth, and some ill usage of the Yizagapatam merchants ; 
but that if he would get the money ready, he would let 
him know when it was proper to send it ; but Narrain ab> 
solutely denied that Mr. Sanderson had made any such ap- 
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HcAtion to him, and upon that I told Mr. Sandnvon I 
waa very lure Narnun nerer apoke to me about hia af- 
lain ; for that, thoug^h I did often hear him with regard 
to the Blacky who it might be suppoeed, he was beat 
aM|uainted with, he knew hia doty better than to inter- 
fare in matters relating to the Engliah. After this they 
ioipiged in aome other discourae, relating to aoraa mat- 
ten which had poased at Vizagapatam, and aome peo- 
ple who are come up from thence ; which not being ma- 
larial to the sum in dispute I ordered Narrain to with- 
draw ; aod then 1 went over again with Mr. Sandenon 
an that had passed between us relating to the aeveral 
offion he had made me ; and asked him how he oonld be 
BO weak to trust such a snin of money as that in such 
bands, when I had so plaraly cautioned him against it 
in my letter of the 7th February 1786 ; and not only so, 
b«t though he stayed in the place till the 18th of April 
17S8, and was frequently with me between that day and 
the S&d of March 173:^, when he pretends he sent the 
money, yet in all that time he never once gare me the 
least hint or intimation of it. To which be only an- 
swered, it was Tery true be had not. I told him it waa 
a Tery odd story. He said it was so, but he would not 
lose his money. I think this is the substance, and all 
that is material of what passed aboot this affair the ISth 
KeiTember last I heard no more from Mr. Sanderaos 
till the 20th, when he wrote me he designed to aae 
Narrain in the Mayor's Court ; and accordingly he fikd 
hia bill Ukwv the 4th December. Narrain hM answeredl 
H^ and fWnied upon oath that he ever received frooi 
Mugxena^ or any other persna. by onler or in behalf of 
Mrr^MM^Nrfv^ the sum of twv» thmnand pagodM, or 
aniy other anm to be paid to roe : and there the OMttn- 
nala at pneetit. I supfiitie in the piogreas of the aok 
I aball be ealM upon to au e au upon intentigateda^ 
wimhi t I re oH red the aaid sam ci two thoasand page 
d»; bnt a* that mar not be before the depaitnre ef 
tkesr thipa. I think it Very ne c tea a iT in the asean tne, 
ta cifar wiy«e-!f t>f thai aaattrr upon oath bH^-^re t>Ma. that 
^«« aar V«ar tesunacei^ thntviC t«> mr H.^o'tnMr Xaa- 
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ten, who, if I had received thai or any other sum, would 
have good reason to conclude it was in consideration of 
my suffering them to be wronged by Mr. Sanderson. And 
indeed I cannot but believe tlint was his intention when 
he made the offer ; and if I am liable to any blame from 
my Honorable Masters on that accoimt^ it is foi looking on 
his several offers to proceed, rather from the weakness 
of his judgment than the depravity of his mind, and 
therefore passed them over in silence. 

" I omitted to tell you above that the 8th March 1738 
I paid Mr. Sanderson two thousand five hundred and 
thirty-nine pagodas, nine fanams, and twenty cash, the 
balance of the account then depending between us. 
I am. Gentlemen, 
Your very affectionate humble servant^ 

RiCBARD BeNYON." 

Fort St. George, 3rd January, 1740. 

Tuesday, 8ih January, 1 740. Mr. John Sanderson, 
having at his request, been ordered a copy of the paper 
delivered in by the President last Consultation ; now 
offers to the Board another, in answer thereto ; which 
being read by the Secretary as entered hereafter, he 
takes Ids oath, administered by Mr. Burton to the latter 
part thereof, which he again reads therefrom as follows. 

'' I therefore do declare and depose upon oath that 
" (as by my account) on the 2nd of March 1738, I did 
" send 2,000 piu^odas in two sealed bugs by the hands of 
" my servant Muggana, and ordered him to give the 
** same into the hands of Casava Chetty Addeappa (oom> 
" monly called Narrain), in order that he should deliver 
" the said two bags to his Master Governor Benyon." 

" I further declare that on or about the middle of 
" February 1739, meeting the said Narrain as I was 
*' coming from the Governor, I had a discourse with 
" him in the general table room hall near the North- 
" east windows ; informing him of several hardships, 
" among the rest that I expected my 2,000 pagodas to 
" be returned to me. Who upon my leaving him said 
" that he would see and speak. The second time I asked 
" him again about the money, he said that he had not 
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^ ipoka, but 6aind me to be ncrei and he wocdd 
** Me aiid get it me. And the third time of asking for 
** the money, he told me it mm a preaeot^ mod I must 
** not expect it. To which I made answer I should not 
** fail of speaking to the Governor sbont it before I left 



•• Tueedsy, 8th January, 1740. 

** To the Honorable Richard Benyon« Esq., 

President and Governor and Cooiieil of 
Fort Saint George. 

" Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

AH the answer that I think is neeessary to be made 
to the long paper the President was pleased to lay be- 
fore this Boara the Srd of January is, that I most cer- 
tainly did send, by my servant Muggana, the 2nd March 
ITS^, two thousand pagodas, with orders to deliver the 
same to Casava Chetty Addappa (commonly called 
Karrain) ; and that I meant to present the same to the 
Ck>vemor and that I had no view therein to the preju- 
dice of my Honorable Masters ; and in case I had given 
any present before, it was when I had given entire satis- 
faction to my Honorable Masters in England. Therefore 
I thought it might not be unacoeptvile to Governor 
Benyon ; and though Governor Benyon, as it is set forth 
la his paper, did slight the offers I had before made him, 
yet that was no argument that he truly slighted the 
matter; although it is very plain the manner of my 
doing it before was not pleasing to him. 

** But as Goyemor Benyon absolutely disowns his 
having received this money, I think I have a just reason 
to claim the same firom Narrain, the Governor's servant, 
who has tricked both his master and me ; and that I 
have not only all the circumstantial proofs that can be 
expected, but a direct, positive ard legal proof, as much 
as the nature of the thing can admit of, that the money 
was paid by Muggana to Narrain ; and that I cannot but 
be surprized that the Governor should make himself an 
advocate for his servant, as if it would admit of a doubt 
whether or no Narrain had received the two thousand 
pagodas. 
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" But to put this affair in a clear light, I sent for 
Muggana from Masulipataro, who is now come ; and as 
he was the only person that transacted the affair, he the 
said Muggana has made his affidavit before Timothy 
Tullie, Esq., Mayor of the Corporation of Madraspat* 
nam, of the material transactions therein ; and though I 
must lay under a very great disadvantage by prosecuting 
Narrain in this affidr, who is support^ by so powerful 
a master, yet the justice of my cause is the only reason 
which induced me to sue for the two thousand pagodas, 
which as Governor Benyon declares, it never was applied 
to the use £ designed them or that he received any bene- 
fit thereby. 

" Therefore I do declare and depose upon oath that 
(as verbatim in the body of the Consultation.) 

I am, Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most humble servant, 
John Sandebson." 
Fort St. Qeorge, 8th January 1740. 

Nothing further upon this extraordinary matter 
is to be found in the Madras Eecords. 
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CHAFTER XLIIL 

«QT£»^OESfiir OF MB. SICHAEB BrXTO>\ 

T%^ jetf fif ouj Lo^ 1740 was as exoiiiigieff 
in Fart Si. Gecn^ Beaiki tlie oonataiil fear 
of tbe Mahrftl>ftj wfakli ta aaSacnlfy inilkakd in 
tbe fofloviBg estniclaf there mts a corp^pao(k««e 
betwwD tiie Gorenior of Fort St Gmr^ and tbe 
GofCTHor of Fofidiciieny, nespediD^ aa outrage 
which liad been committad by an En^luli Captain 
and Mi officers in tbe PondielierTy roaiU, Moreorer, 
towards ihe do^e of the Tear, or ratber about the 
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to add that several parties of horse, the brokea 
remains of the late Nabob's army, were to the full 
as troublesome to the villages as the Mahratta 
army to the greater towns ; that they are roving 
about all over the country, and no village escapes 
them where they think anything is to be got. The 
President adds that upon this advice he ordered 
out the peons and Poligar's men to keep guard at 
the Mettahs, and out parts of the pettahs ; and 
hoped they would be able to prevent any mischief 
from these little robbers, if they were not joined by 
any body of the Mahrattas." 

" Friday, 30th May, 1740. There being no 
wall from Charles' Point to the cloth godowns next 
the river, for which reason that part of the White 
Town lies entirely open and defenceless, and may 
be of very ill consequence if the place should be 
attacked ; it is agreed to be absolutely necessary 
to have that part of the Town inclosed with a wall 
also ; and the Pay Master is ordered to lay in 
materials as soon as possible ; and while those are 
getting ready, he is ordered to prepare a plan of 
that part of the Town, that the Board may the 
better consider in what manner to have it built. 

" The ditch which was formerly dug from 
Queen's Point round the Black Town to the Sea 
side, being by length of time and from neglect in 
not keeping it clear, now almost entirely filled up ; 
—the Pay Master is ordered to have the same 
new dug ; as the Board are of opinion it will be 
very useful to keep off an enemy ; more especially 
as the walls of the Black Town are but weak, and 
we have but few men to defend them." 
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*• Thursday, 1 2th Jane, 1740. Telesinga Chitty 
and Nellamuta ("orarapa Chetty attending, pro- 
duced to the Board letters from their goraastas at 
Salem, advising that they have 250 ox loads of 
cloth lying ready there to send to Cuddalore ; but 
are afraid to venture it without a guard, lest the 
Poligars should plunder it upon the road. After 
some discourse with the Merchants, they gave it 
as their opinion that 30 or 40 peons would be 
sufficient to protect thrm. Upon which it was 
agreed to send 20 peons from hence, and that they 
be joined by 20 more at Fort St. David, and to 
proceed from thence to the borders of Salem where 
the cloth will be ready. However the merchants 
do not propose to venture it all at once, but at 
three dilTerent times. Agreed that directions be 
given to Fort St David accordingly, and that 
twenty peons more be added to the other twenty, 
and that by them we send 30U0 pagodas worth 
of fanams." 

In consequence of some trouble arising from a 
debt of one of the Company's servants at Vizaga- 
patam to one of the country Kenters, the following 
order was issued. 

" Friday, 27th June, 1740. That no Com- 
pany's servant, or other European living at 
Vizagapatam, shall directly or indirectly borrow 
any money, or otherwise become indebted to any 
of the Moors Governors, or to any of the Kajahs 
or country Renters ; and whoever shall be guilty of 
a breach hereof shall be suspended from the Com- 
pany's Service, if Covenanted servants, and sent 
for up hither ; those who are not in the Company's 
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service, shall be seut for hither and from hence 
to England." 

We extract the following entry simply for the 
purpose of explaining that the Town rent of 1200 
pagodas per annum was continued to be paid to 
the Nabob of Arcot. 

- Friday, 8th July. 1740. The Nabob Subder 
Aii Khan, having wrote for the Town rent for the 
last year ending the 30th iltimo, that twelve 
hundred pagodas is now paid to his order." 

An iucident occurred about this time at Pondi- 
cherry, which occasioned some lengthy corres- 
pondence betw^een the French and English Go* 
vernors of Pondicherry and Fort St. George. An 
English ship named the ** Nancy" arrived in the 
Pondicherry roads, where she was sold by her 
o.vner to some Frenchman ; and the Captain, whose 
n\me was Coxon, was ordered to ddiver har up. 
Captain Coxon however refused to give up the 
ship, unless, as he said, some guarantee was given 
that the wages of himself and crew should be 
paid. The matter was represented, or perhaps mis- 
represented, to M. Damas the then Governor oC 
Pondicherrx' ; and after some resistance the ship 
was rocovcretl by foroe, and Captain Coxon and 
his u)cn placed in custody. The story however is 
best told in the following letter addressed by a Mr. 
liC Blanc to Govenior Eenyon. 

i^Ur ft^m Mr, Le Blame ot Pondickerry^ dat^ 
17/A July, X. S, 1340. 

** S\r» — Mr. Monppr concluded a contract for his 
sihip the latter end of the last week, and yesteitiay 



1740.] HISTORY OP MADRAS. 213 

he fixed to give ua possession of the ship " Nancy," 
which has occasioned a strange disorder. I take 
the liberty to let you know what passed on that 
occasion, knowing you to be too good a judge not 
to blame a parcel of rogues that he had on board, 
who, if in England, or if Frenchmen, would have 
had the gallows for their pains. Yesterday, I 
being on board the Brigantine, Monseiur Pathelin, 
Mr. Monger, Mr. Sheradder (who was chief mate 
on board the Nancy, but discharged here by the 
Captain 4 days ago, because he is an honest man 
and would not join his Captain in his rogueries) 
came on board about 5 o'clock in the evening, 
desiring me to go on board the ship " Nancy" 
with them to take possession of her. I according- 
ly went with them on board said ship, where on 
our approach they hoisted English colours. Being 
onboard, Mr. Monger presented to Captain Coxon 
the copy of his owner's orders to the said Captain, 
asking him if he did know said orders to be just ; 
he answered he did. Whereupon Mr, Monger 
told him he sold the ship and desired him to give 
us possession, which he refused doing, although 
secureties offered him in writing to pay all wages 
due on the said ship &c., from the time of our 
going on board and while we stayed there. The 
second mate, whose name I believe is Heath, with 
three black helm's men, were posted at the foot of 
the Ensign Staff, swearing and blaspheming that 
any man that would attempt taking down the 
English colours, he would knock out his brains. 
In short Mr. Monger in writing signified to the 
Captain that he protested in the name of the 



214 



HISTORY OF MADRAS. 



(1740. 



owners ag^ainst him, and therein ordered him to 
strike his topmasts and moore the ship until fur- 
ther orders ; wliich signification the Cnptain took 
in his hand after he heard it read, and gave it be- 
fore us all to a man with orders to throw it over 
board, which was done. We quitted the ship. 
Mr. Monger as soon as ashore went and made his 
complaint to the Governor, praying him to assist 
him by force to keep the ship, and what was in 
her, for the proprietors. The Governor immedi- 
ately ordered fourteen soldiers with a Serjeant to 
go on board said ship, and secure her by force, or 
otherwise ; and in the meantime sent orders to 
our Europe ships to arm and mann their boats to 
hinder the said ship's getting away ; and he ordered 
me to go with Mr. Monger to see his orders put 
in execution. The Chellinga that carried the 
soldiers got away before us. On our coming near 
the ship, seeing a great deal of lights on board we 
thoiight the soldiers had ^:ot possession ; but 
coming more near we were onlered by the English- 
men on board on pain of death not to advance. 
AVe were then under her so as to hear very plainly 
Captain Coxon ortler to fire on us, and to heave 
some grenadoes ou boanl ; which seeing, i«nd 
haying no arms nor men, we made oflf, expecting 
every minute the effects of their madness, and 
went on board the Europe ships for their help. 
On going a good distance from ihe " Nancy" we 
met the boat of soldiers. I asked them why they 
did not obey orders in going on board ; they an- 
swered that on the threatening of the Englishmen 
the boatmen woidd not row on board. 1 ordereil 
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them ashore to receive further orders, and went on 
board the Europe ship, who I found manning their 
boat to force their way on board the " Nancy." 
We then went ashore to acquaint the Governor 
with what passed. We were near the shore, when 
we saw the fire of several small arms, as in an 
action ; and on the bar we met with two boats, 
with a company of soldiers and an officer kc. 
going on board. When on shore we saw the 
signals of two fires or lights on board, which the 
Europe ship's boat was to make when the ship 
was secured. On which all was easy for the night. 
]t seems they were preparing to get under sail 
when the boat boarded them, having swayed up 
the foreyard, though the top mast was struck. 
This morning about one o'clock a part of the 
soldiers, with Captain Coxon and second mate 
Heath, both tied with ropes, come on shore, and 
are now in the black hole. The other rogue, 
whose name I believe is Holmes, is in danger of 
his life, having received some wounds by the re- 
sistance he made ; he is on board the Europe ship 
under the care of the Surgeon. The officers that 
were on board the Europe ship's boat make affi- 
davit, that as soou as they came near the ship, 
and that they answered they were Frenchmen, 
they were fired on by the ship ; on which they 
returned the salute and at once boarded her on her 
bow, before the others had time to send the grena- 
does, which were all ready on the quarter deck. 
They found Holmes on the forecastle, ready to 
fire a second time, when he was wounded. 
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" I am Sir, your most hmnble and obedient 
Servant, 

LeBlakc." 

Prom another letter recei^-ed about the same 
time, Governor Benyon learned that Governor 
Dumas and Council at Pondicfaerry proposed treat- 
ing Captain Coxon and his officers as pirates. 
Accordingly he wrote to Pondicberry to intercede 
for the criminals, who had been guilty of an out- 
rage, but who could scarcely be suspected of a 
piratical intention. In reply Governor Dumas 
wrote the following letter ; which our readers will 
not fail to see is penned in that courteous style 
which distinguished the French gentlemen of the 
time of Louis Quatorze. 

Translate of Monsieur Dtiwuti leiltr to the Presi- 
dent, daUd 2^ik Jul^ \1\^. 
" Sir, — I have received the letter that you did 
roe the Honor to write me, relating to the affair of 
Mr. Coxon and the two mates of the Nancy. I 
cannot tell Sir, whether you have been truly in- 
formed of what passed on that occasion ; and 
therefore will give you the particulars. Captain 
Monger, who have been here some time with 
his ship, sold her to Mr. Pathelin and his partners, 
and went on board to deliver her to the buyers. 
But when he got on board, Mr. Coxon and his 
adherents threatened to throw him overboard, and 
obliged him by force to get out of the ship with 
those who went with him aboard ; threatening 
further to fire upon them if they did not immedi- 
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ately retire. Mr. Monger came ashore, told me 
what had passed, and desired me to let him have 
some force to get possession of his ship ; which he 
told me the officers and the crew had an intention 
to carry away in the night. It was six at night, 
but I immediately sent a Serjeant ^and six men in 
a Chelinga to order Captain Coxon, who was on 
board, to come and talk to me, to let me know his 
reason for this conduct, promising him to do him 
justice. But instead of receiving the Chelinga I 
sent, they forbad them to come near them; 
threatening to fire at them, and they did actually 
get one of their cannon and some grenadoes ready 
to fire. The Serjeant returned ashore and told me 
what had passed, which put me under a necessity 
to order the Commodore of our Europe ships to 
send his boat armed on board the " Nancy, to 
seize these mutineers, and bring them ashore. 
When the boat got near the ship, and those on 
board had asked from whence they came, the offi- 
cer answered it' was the Commodore's boat, and 
they were going on board by the Governor's orders. 
The reply was a discharge of several musquets at 
our boat, which obliged them to fire also at the 
ship. The boat's crew boarded her in the bow, 
and made themselves masters of her. They found 
Mr. Coxon and the other two armed with musquets 
and granadoes, and a single cannon loaded with 
broken bits of iron and primed. Happily during 
this whole affair nobody was killed. Only one of the 
three English got some cuts from a sword which 
he is almost recovered of. Now Sir, be pleased 
to judge yourself of the conduct of these three 
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you ])leasc to send for the two Englishmen who 
are here I will delivei them to your order. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Dumas." 

Coxon and his officers were accordingly brought 
to Madras, and from thence sent to England. 

Amongst these important matters we find the 
following entry. 

" Monday, 4th August, 1740. A box of" wiggs" 
directed to Mr. William Gibson, late surgeon 
at Vizagapatam deceased, having been sometime 
since delivered to the Secretary, who was ordered 
to keep them till some body should administer to 
that estate, — he is now ordered to sell them at out- 
cry, and pay the net produce thereof into cash." 

*Our next extract refers to another negociation 
carried on between Pondicherry and Fort Saint 
George. 

"Saturday, 16th August, 1740. Received a 
letter from Mr. Dumas and Council of Pondicher- 
ry, relating to four men deserted from their 
garrison to Fort Saint David, and suspected of 
having murdered a man ; and whom they there- 
fore demand in the name of his most Chris- 
tian Majesty to be delivered up to them ; pro- 
posing also the entering into a treaty with us 
about the delivering up such criminals ; as they 
have done with the Dutch and Danes on thu 
Coast, and with our Gentlemen at Tellicherry. 

** The subject being taken under consideration, 
the Board are of opinion, that a murder attended 
with such circumstances as that of which the four 
deserters stand suspected with so much reason, 
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(Migjili net to 90 mpimithhd ; and tibst tiie giriiig 
NO tlKite MCtt k so OMtcmsiioB to t^ prateolaos 
«r Uac fli^ lUKw RioiBiaeaf tlie Gemiemen of 
Poftdidbrij, tLft if tbej «e not ibend gaiitj of 
tJbe ttMjrder, Owj thall be pttdooed t^ dtaolkm. 
'' Aji to vrjbut k propotecC botk firoai Pondkbeny 
Md Fort Hi, iMrkC abovt esteriB^ into sooie 
•lpr)f9«i»Mii for prereotmg mincfaieft of this aoit in 
6l(U4W« w« tlunk it nuj be better to hold oanehes 
At Ulmtty in Out respect ; nor do we lappoee the 
(U ml kmm ct Foodicberry wili ooDOBm theoiKhet 
tuiiimi about it, siiice we bare oompbed with tbe 
ioteoiioo of such an agraement in deliTering up 

Towarda tlie close of tbeyotfthe Mabrattas 
miu became troiibleaoiiie> as will be seen by the 
fMfmiug cutracta. 

" Wmlay, 8id Novmnbeir, 1740. Tbe Pteai- 
Ami a^uaints tbe Bo^rd, tkat there bsB for some 
days \mtni a report that the MabTattas were ooming 

Saiii into this province, which had given a fresh 
iriii to the inhabitant^R ; that vf^sterday the £uni- 
lifw of aeversl eonaidernhle ^oornum oame into 
Towi^ nom were oomc to-iiey. and others were 
^|Mfi the road ; that he had endoavourMi to in- 
^4i himarlf what might ht the rnaiioii of tbe 
|iflhralta« marching again towards Arrol, nonceni- 
im which Trpf»rt> wrn* vfr> di#emit . twi that 
Mni4i hail thi* h«4it auihorit\ » ami which he hoped 
sdght W dc«|v«mWHl on. was thai Kagc^ae Bnaaorah 
(fthonnUix wa> («oinin^ witii onK ^000 hoT«e to 
thi* fNi^i At IVtiirmioIx . anii thnugL thi grand 
i\ way a^tvancvsi t^^ i^'oloiux > w wa:^ rudv lo re* 
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ceive the last payment due from the Nabob who 
had sent Kistnugee Puntaloo to settle it with them. 
However, as neither Mahrattas or Moors depend 
much upon the faith of each other, the Nabob was 
putting himself in a posture of defence at Arcot ; 
and had given leave to those who were afraid to 
stay there, to go and secure themselves where they 
thought fit, till all matters were adjusted between 
him and the Mahrattas, and these last were retired 
again to a greater distance. In the mean time the 
l^^ident has given fresli directions to the Hircar- 
ras to observe what passed in the country, and 
send him constant advices of the motions of the 
Mahratta forces." 

" Monday, 24th November, 1 740. The Mahrat- 
tas having again entered this province, upon which 
account the inhabitants are flying again into our 
bounds ; and apprehending it may be dangerous 
sending money overland to Fort St. David at pre- 
sent, agreed to defer it till there is reason to be- 
lieve the roads are clear from the Mahrattas or 
other robbers." 

" Tuesday, 2nd December, 1740. Advices re- 
ceived yesterday evening and this morning, that 
the Mahrattas have plundered and burnt several 
towns no great distance from us. 

*' Tuesday, 9th December, 1740. The Carpets 
in the Consultation room being quite worn out, 
agreed that new ones be bougM and the old ones 
be sold for the most they will fetch." 

" Tuesday, 9th December, 1740. The Board 
having in Consultation the 30th May last, agreed 
that it was absolutely necessary that that part of 
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Ae Whicte Xiwn brine n-nm Chadest pome ta &e 
Clorh zojicwTu rusxz "jm r^^&: f&niiM be cmi^tvmd 
with a wail : and Jiaviiur ^utiuscu deSaamd. die emt*- 
wieiadoa in whoc TmnnHx x sboniii bebudt, pody 
ix^ wsixc (sf BuiD^jim. aiiii pfflrtly becaaafr t&c 
Ma&caccaa lia^rtns isnme &i an. a^nseuxiBic vitk ci^ 
Xabob Co Leaive die eniiatrT «& pst^nsQil: af a siiil 
of BOOf^. we cho«igiic diese w:m maaan to bspe 
tkcj wonki bdbce now hsve tecoziied za thear own 
CBatTT, witboot f^Tins us aiy ousleacjciuii. Bat 
a» we k»k apoti cheir lace coocbiet Ca be a brack 
of fiutk witk the Naboh^ aad a pfianifrat vinlirioii 
of tkdr agn^ementi witk kim : and k beo^ coa- 
i<lciulT repcrted oa all haniia that tfcej rnteod to 
sisit tlhs sea poet ; — the Beard agreed k to be ab* 
Tofaitehr w:f^ts^Tf that sciae fi»ce siMJold be mia 
up at the before mentttDoed pert of the White 
Town 99 £000 as possible. But as we hare oot 
a fufficient qnantitj of materials radj, and per- 
haps also not sufficient time to bufld a stnNig 
wal) there ; — the Paj Master was ordered for the 
present to run up a wail of two bricks and a 
half thick upon the wharf, which has been al- 
ready built theie by the inhabitants ; and that it 
be twelve feet high above the wharf. The expense 
of this will not be above four or five hundred 
pagodas ; and our intention is only to make such 
a fence as may prevent the enemy from marching 
directly into the Town, and their musketry from 
firing into the houses ; either of which they might 
at present do if they have never so little resolu- 
tion ; since the river is fordnble, and the bank on 
the opposite side as high as the wharf on this. 
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But as this is only a temporary remedy, and very 
far from a sufficient security, it is agreed to re- 
present the same to our Honorable Masters, and 
desire permission to secure all that side of the 
Town effectually by building a curtain with proper 
batteries and points all along it." 

It may be here advisable to glance at the gene- 
ral proceedings of the Mahrattas. Bajee Rao, the 
celebrated Peishwa or prime minister of the Rajah 
of the Mahrattas, who had already projected the 
conquest of the Mogul empire, had become recon- 
ciled to his rival Raghojee Bhonslay ; and had in- 
cited Kaghojee to invade and plunder the Car- 
natic, whilst he himself could direct his whole 
operations against the Nizam of the Dekkan. But 
death broke in upon the ambitious dream. Bajee 
Kao was seized with a sudden illness on the banks 
of the Nerbudda, and expired on the 28th day of 
April 1740. About the same time, as we have al- 
ready seen, the Mahratta army under Baghojee 
Bhonslay had poured into the Camatic, defeated 
and slain Dost Ali in the neighbourhood of the 
Damulcherry Pass, and commenced levying contri- 
butions all over the province, until bought off by 
Subder Ali Khan, the son in heir of the late Nabob. 
Baghojee had then made a secret compact with 
Subder Ali, to return and crush Chunda Sahib, 
who was then in possession of Trichinopoly, and 
who had for some time excited the jealousy and 
apprehension of the court at Arcot. 

The death of Bajee Rao for a while changed the 
current of affairs. Baghojee left the main army, 
and hurried back to Sattara to prevent if possible 
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the sucoession of the son of Bajee Bao to the office 
of Peiahwi. In this design he failed. The office 
of Peiahira was now neariy established as heredi- 
tarr ; and (notwithstanding the opposition of Ba- 
ghqjee Bhonskj,) Ballajee Bajee Bao, the eldest son 
of the deceased Peishwa, succeeded to the high 
station whidi had been oocapied by his father. 
Baghojee Bhonslay then returned to the Carnatic 
to prosecute his designs against Trichinopoly. 

«• Thursday. 1 8th December, 1740. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that Imanm Sahib, on 
his going to the Northward, had sent his children 
hither for security in the present unsettled state 
of the rotintry ; and hn being now Fot^dar at ^lasu- 
lipntnm, in vrry grrnt favour l>oth with Xaxar 
Jutitf, niifl hii« fnllif'r Olieen Kultcli Khan (Niiam 
of tho Dekknti) ; and Hianding fair for some con- 
sidornlih* prpfrrmmit in this province whenever 
they shall rr»olvc to settle the Gbvemment ; — the 
Presiilrnt therefore proposed to the consideration 
of the Board, whether it may not be of service to 
the Company's affairs to take the opportunity of 
the approaching feast to make a present to the 
children of alwut 150 pagodas value ; which be- 
uig debated, it was agreed that preserving the 
friendship of Imaum Sahib was of great oonae- 
quenoe to the Company ; that such an ocoasioii ia 
not likely to happen again ; and the laying hold 
of it must be agreeable to them ; and therefsre tltt 
Presidents proposal was agreed to. 

•* Saturday. 20th December, 1740. General 
letter from the Deputy Governor and Council of 
Fort St. David of the f 6th instant read; - advisoig 
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several parties of Mahratta horse havin}? lately ap- 
peared near their bounds, and that Porto Novo 
had been plundered by them, and requesting a 
supply of men and powder." 

" Saturday, 20th December, 1740. A very 
high sea upon the full moon in October last, having 
overset the palisadoes and piles between the block 
Jiouse by New point and the sea ; — the Paymaster 
is ordered to have them set up again ; and the 
Lieutenants of the Garrison, representing that it 
would be necessary to have a small palisado fence 
made within side the gates of the Black Town, to 
secure the guards there in case there should be 
any design to surprize them, and as we ought to 
guard against all treachery within as well as 
against an enemy without, — the Paymaster is or- 
dered to set about them ; it being computed also 
that the expense will be but a trifle." 

" Monday, 22nd December, 1740. At present 
the country is so full of troubles by the Mahrattas 
having entered a second time into this province, 
and their intended march to the Southward, that 
none of the merchants think it safe to send any 
more money into the country for the provision of 
calicoes." 

" Monday, 29th December 1740. Ordered that 
the Secretary do call upon such of the Company's 
Servants as are become of age since last year, to 
sign new covenants and name their secmrities ; and 
that they attend the Board to that end on Satur- 
day next." 

The progress of events is here relieved by a 
domestic incident, which is somewhat more lively 
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thn tbr notirrs of thf proceedings of the Mahrat- 
lift. Kiw Eituibfih MsDsdl, a young lady pas- 
tmcrr fhim Enskiid, and a near relation of one of 
ikc nK*mbm> of louudl, had most iinmistakeably 
mninunc^ limrif with Captain Cummings, the 
mnmiMidrr of the Teasel ; and then on the arrival 
ff ihr iitjip at Fort St. George, Miss Mansell waa 
ifedvc^i t? br a cental charge against the Cnptaiu, 
tr&k iW bopt apparnitly of saving her own char- 
aKcrr T\» tharge was solemnly investigated by 
tiWr Vxsifktit and Council. Of conrse the proceed- 
iMa!:9 air onfirted for our columns, but some ex- 
trm-is are worthv of record as belonging to cW 
tcamlal of the time. 

"Satunlay, 28th Febniary, 1741. Mis* Mw- 

sell and Captain Cummings. both afttimamu: ue 

Board pursuant to onkr, bef infofTBabm wik^ ?tniil 

and nuittesttMl by her oq oath ; aftvf vhiim ^ 

was examined to tlic manner where ii ha^p«miM, 

where tlie other two young bdies wenr. wW wwr 

fallow passengers with her» and how sW w;» T>R^ 

vented fn>m <^liiig out for assbtaiace. T? waich 

ahe answvml that il wa* nettr leiiL as a^^nc ji xi» 

biilin>ny of the ship ; that the ctlhfr ;w'^ ItKiK-^ wmw 

iu th«» rvmnd hou^e. She cvQitMs^*u Minotrr *,iiiia 

at the Cape »he had coodeitfie^ »> iii)> %»:i4hf> . '^m 

that previoa-fJy k bad been wiin:«t h^r wHL 

$^ adthid that -^tov-e tbut uiue :ae Capiaui bad 

beat her. pulled her by the bnu: ^M' her aeao, jmi 

aJkd her several nuiue*. 

** I'o this tile CapUiiu au*wer«i, liiat :t wa» 
vcrv trie lie iwu '^^a tiK> ■ncimuie wiiii m 'oc 
motfi pari of tiie vf^ya^* oliter tiM 3r«» iisi» 
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months; that she showed a fondness for him 
even at Portsmouth to that degree, that it 
made Mrs. Cummings so uneasy as to burst out 
into tears, which he had much ado to overcome 
by promises of a prudent behaviour with regard to 
her ; that he withstood daily repeated importuni- 
ties for full two months, but confessed that at last 
she prevailed on him ; that she had fallen in love 
with a young fellow in the passage between 
Gravesend and Portsmouth ; that she was suspect- 
ed to have been too intimate with a young man 
that lived in the house with her ; and that she 
had behaved in general so ill that the family 
she lived with were resolved to get rid of her at 
any rate. 

" Miss Mansell had no further proof than her 
own oath to support the charge laid against the 
Captain ; but Mrs. Mary Coales being called told 
the Board that she had often seen Miss Mansell 
cry ; that in particular on Christmas day last, she 
with a flood of tears said she could never be happy ; 
that she had sometimes on these occasions asked 
Miss Mansell what was the matler, and was 
answered that the Captain and she had some 
words. 

" This witnessi being asked by the Captain if 
Miss Mansell ever complained of him, answered 
in the negative ; being further asked if she had 
not from Miss Mansell's conduct suspected an 
intimacy between them, she answered that some- 
times she was almost tempted to think there was, 
and that slie was often in a passion if the Captain 
happened to take any notice of herself. 
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** Urn. Mvlkft Coaks bein^ i^lleil, declaml 
that nhc htui olteii seen Hias Maoadl ay, wbicb 
ilie jittributetl to vcmic little qtiarreU between tbe 
Oiptatn and her ; but Tie^er askc^ tbe ns^son, miii 
tl»at Ofi« day being bdow iii tbc great cabin with 
Mift% ALiRhell, tbe Captain from above said or did 
nom^thtng that provoked Mh& Maii«eU to caU bim 
idlaiii and rogoe and other niunes, adding that be 
hail taken away her chsfacter. 

" John Clause, pasaengier, deckftes he heard the 
Captain and Mi»s Mansell quarrelling: totft^ber ; 
which he thinks was about a month ar sit weeks 
Imrore Iheir arrival at thia place, but he did not 
take notice of the words. 

" Anthony Wood^ Captain^s Steward, avers that 
he observetl Misa Manseil fond of the Captain even 
lit Portsmouth ; that ^In. Cummings saw it and 
wna very uneasy^ that ihe was to go in the ship. 
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beckoned to a midshipman, who was a small dis- 
tance off, to come and look ; who put his finger 
to his nose but would not come. 

** All these evidences were examined on oath. 
Miss Mansell, having in her examination said she 
came ashore with a resolution to prosecute Captain 
Cummings for this fact ;— she was asked how she 
came to be silent so long, and why in the letters 
she wrote ashore by the Catamaran (which being 
received in company were shown to several people) 
she had given the Captain so good a character ; 
which seemed so ill to accord with the intention 
she said she had to publish this affair. She answer- 
ed that for the letter he dictated it, and made her 
also take an oath never to disclose what had pass- 
ed between them just before they got in here ; 
but that it was her full intention to divulge it as 
she had now done. 

" To this the Captain answered, that as to the 
letter, it is true he wrote it foul, but that he did 
not dictate it ; that she desired him to put in a 
great deal in his own commendation, and he had 
much ado to convince her that it might give suspi- 
cion of a fondness, if she said more than was in 
that letter ; that as to the oath, it was not for fear 
of being accused, but because knowing the im- 
petuosity of her temper and her furious passions, 
he feared she would by word or action betray her- 
self, and therefore hoped the tie of an oath might 
check her, and save her from ruining herself in the 
manner she has done ; that he is certain she had no 
design to tell this story, but that somebody or other 
had worked her up to it ; and to convince the 
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mhMj t&a£ iW ladBosarii i 

timnr Kotft sCiE !k an iWBaKj aad ^^»^^'!^"» 
KS|«iBi!&ntee cssr^d en belvccB Ikni^ Iob^ 
fer flsana^^ aiJkce ; snashekad told kiM naajr 
«crU of tie ftms^, xad msKie coMpbiat* to Iob 
tfC NOLyad maa^ the laaded she kad iccnivd ; t&0 
Vm^ MMtlj eiQfdiesaed bj ker to be trae, ^e vis 
fewtwed. After wkidi the Capuin beia^ onier- 
cd to vitJbdnv, the Board agmd thai thor dad 
Mt appear snifident cause to iadici the Captam ; 
attd thereibre that he be disdiar]gcd fom hk cott- 
After vbich be was caDcd ia aad ar- 
i theirwith ; but at the same tuae toU t&aa 
hk coodoet with rdatioD to this joaagvoBMB 
wooUbea perpetual bloc oo him, sbmc ^e was 
■ader his care and protection ; which hecadeaToar- 
cd to answer bj httinnating that she was caiciksa 
tfC her repatatioB before she came cm boaid ; faaA 
which he had no proof to support, and was there- 
fore topped from proceeding in this son of dt- 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. RICHARD BENYON. 
COfHtinuedJ 

1741. 

The commencement of 1741 saw but little 
change for the better in the prospects of Fort St. 
George. Whilst the main army of the Mahrattas 
was besieging Trichinopoly for the purpose of 
wresting that kingdom from the Mussulman rule 
of Chunda Sahib, straggling parties of Mahratta 
horse were plundering the country up to the very 
borders of Fort St. David ; and it was expected 
that when Trichinopoly was finally captured, .the 
Mahrattas would move on towards the coast and 
attack the European settlements both at Fort St. 
David and Fort St. George. In January, Eaghojee 
Bhonsla, who commanded the Mahratta army in 
the Camatic, made extraordinary demands upon 
both settlements, which necessitated immediate 
preparations for defence on an extensive scale. 
Every day accounts became more and more alarm- 
ing. On the 23rd January, Governor Benyon in- 
formed the Council that a party of between four 
and five thousand Mahratta horse had entered the 
bounds of Fort St. David ; and that the English 
Deputy Governor had discharged about a hundred 
cannon from Cuddalore before the enemy retired ; 
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anil even then the Mali rat t as were not prevented from 
carrjing off a considerable booty from Maugicopang 
and the " Washing Town." At the same time the 
news arrived that this body of horse had passeil 
on from Fort St. David and plundered Sadras ; 
and would have plundered the Dutch factory also, 
had they not been gaUantly repulsed by the Dutch 
Governor. It was also stated that these Mahrattas 
were still encamped on the Sadras river, and that it 
w^as uncertain what design they would attempt 
next, and that possibly they were only waiting 
there until they were joined by a larger body. Ac- 
cordingly the Government of Fort St. George 
ordered that thirty men should be landed from a 
ship's company then in the roads, and that all the 
English, Portuguese, and Armenian inhabitants 
should be put under arms. 

Subsequently Governor Benyon received advices 
from Arcot, intimating that this body of horse form- 
ed no part of the Mahratta army engaged in the 
siege of Trichinopoly ; and that the Nabob had 
sent to the Mahratta generals to complain of this 
inroad into the Camatic. However it was known 
that the Nabob had no power to resent the injury ; 
and it was more than doubtful whether the move- 
ments of this separate body had not been directed 
by the Mahratta generals who were besieging Tri- 
chinopoly. The latter doubt was speedily removed 
by the return of the horse to the main army of 
Trichinopoly ; and in March the place was in the 
hands of the Mahrattas, and Chunda Sahib carried 
oir prisoner to Sattara. 

The following extracts from a General letter dis- 
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patched this year by the Madras Government to 
the Court of Directors, contains perhaps the most 
authentic account of the events connected with this 
memorable siege. 

" We believe we cannot tell you any thing more 
agreeable than that the Mahrattas having taken 
Trichinopoly the middle of March last, returned to 
their own country in May without coming into 
this province. We shall trouble you with some 
account of the siege or rather blockade of Trichi- 
nopoly. We wrote your Honors last year that 
Subder Ali Khan and his brother-in-law Chunda 
Sahib, after liaving spent some days at Pondicher- 
ry returned to Arcot, and continued together there 
some time and to all appearance were very f?ood 
friends. Meer Assad* remained with the Mahrat- 
tas, who were upon the Western borders of this pro- 
vince, under pretence of being an hostage for the 
sums the Nabob had agreed to pay them ; but 
sometime in November Subder AU Khan ac- 
quainted Chunda Sahib that Meer Assad had 
iinished a treaty with the Mahrattas, by which it 
was stipulated that seven lacs of rupees, as part of 
thirty-two he had agreed to pay, was the composi- 
tion of Trichinopoly. Chunda Sahib, sui-prized that 
such a treaty had been concluded without his par- 



* Meer Assad became Dewan in the room of Chunda 
Sahib, after the latter became master of Trichino- 
poly. He had been taken prisoner by the Mahrattas at 
the great battle at Damulcharry ; and it was he who 
negotiated with the Mahrattas respecting the amount of 
tribute to be paid by the Nabob of Aroot> and the de- 
livering up of Trichinopoly. 
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ticipation, told Subdcr AH that he knew how to 
Irnntact his own atrairs, and would not stand to 
it. Very Itigh wonU i>as9cd between the two 
hrothers, ami ('lunula Sahib left Arcot without 
t«kin<( leave of Subtler Ali, and made haste to 
Trirhino|)oly : his partisans g:iving out that he had 
made it no stroii}; and stored well with ammunition 
and provisions ik all kinds so that it wouhi hold 
out a sie}(t* of three years ; and if the Mahrattas 
•hould attt*mi>t it they would only lose their time 
to no pur post* ; nor would they have thought of it 
K Hubder Ali had not engaged them in the under- 
iakini;. upon promise to pay them a large sum 
inonthly till such time as the place should be taken. 
Whatever private agrci^mcnt SubiWr Ali had made 
with tlie Mahrattas, the known enmity which both 
he and Mecr Assad have long had towards Chunda 
Bahib, tlie supplies of provisions they sent to 
the Mahrntta Camp, and other circumstances, 
make it Init too iMrobaWe tlic destniction of Chun- 
da Sahib w{v« whnt tliey had mueh at heart. How- 
ever thi' Mahrattas, when tliey came to the bor- 
ders of 'rriehina|K)lY, only demantkHl seven lacs of 
ru|)et*s ; wliieli Uing refusal by Chunda Sahib, 
they ndvanecil towanls the capital, and there was 
some skirmish in the suburbs. After which they 
made no attack upon the place, but contented 
themselves with guanling all the passes to the 
town, that no pnivisions or any other assistance 
Miotthl get in. In this work, though their own 
army was ^ntrieiently numerons, they had the 
as?i«tatuv of the Kiuij of Tanjore and the 
tributary' priuccs of Trichinopoly, who articM 
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with the Mahrattas that they fihould not leave 
that place in the possession of the Moors. It was 
not long before Ghunda Sahib found himself 
greatly distressed for want of provisions, and then 
offered to make up the sum of twelve lacs. It was 
once thought the Mahrattas would have accepted 
of his offer; the rather because Futta Singh was 
believed to favour Ghunda Sahib, and had often 
sent to Eaghojee Bhonsla either to take the Town 
or the money, and threatened to draw off the 
forces which were more particularly under his 
command. Chunda Sahib's partisans affirmed 
for some days that the treaty was absolutely con- 
cluded. They went further, and reported that the 
Mahrattas had engaged to put Khan Baliauder 
into the Government of this province. Khan 
Eahaudcr* was intended by old SadatuUa Khan 
for his successor ; and had procured some grants 
from the Gourt for that purpose ; but being a very 
weak man, the ministers espoused the interest oi 
Dost Ali Khan, father of Subder Ali Khan, and 
fixed him in the Government. It is not long 
since that Ghunda Sahib, to serve some ambitious 
purpose, married his daughter to Khan Bahauder ; 
and he was with Ghunda Sahib in Trichinopoly 
during the siege. Subder Ali Khan was so 
alarmed about the treaty which was then on foot, 
that he shut himself up in Ginjee, and from thence 
wrote to the two Mahratta Grenerals, complaining of 
their breach of faith. At the same time, the King 

* This Khan Bahauder was the same as Goulam Hus- 
tein, who was at first Dewan to Dost All, but was 
afterwards superseded by Chimda Sahib. 
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be wia ipon ois marzh. la assLn liun ; aid tkafe ke 
hoped ^1 fcr» l2s way ^snusri die camp : bat 
die lecur wis incerctfpcai :y uiie Ifahianas who 
%nc 20. ■><)•) hor$e vs wij'aj him. A wart ck- 
truremenc «i:iueti. ia Trttu-'h 11 i* saiii aboos 2i)00 
men were iri'iitni on eacii fnie. This bafitle was 
thcal CO Batlda Sahio . he Icsi h.* Liie in it : and 
che Maiiratus harin:! tcond his -jcdy. cof ewd it 
widi a rlcn dou. and -^rnc i: jiro Enxrhinopolv ; 
apbraiduL; ChTiniij. Soiub wick having bw ha o^ 
scinacT been the cccasicn ot iiis br:dier * deatk. 
Chonda Sahib, bebz then in despair, dw next day 
beiEz ci:^? 13;h. \Lin:a. ItfiiTered che Town aid 
bL2ia*?Ii ap : 3 rhe d:5^rfc:.:a cc "-a*: ^nemy. The 
ma-y anii -.Mrio'^* :«;pcr:i wiiicii were ?pre^ 
i ■>-!:: d'irlnjr diis »>zv, kepc cTcry body in 
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pence and in continual alarms, as doubting what 
the Mahrattas woidd do after they had taken it. 
For ourselves we knew not how to depend upon 
what the Nabob said, as it was plain he had himself 
a great distrust of the Mahrattas. We had some 
reason to believe the letters wrote to the President 
from Eutta Singh, and Baghojee Bhonsla, proceed- 
ed from the politics at Arcot ; but that scheme not 
taking effect, the Nabob and his ministers affected 
an extraordinary care and concern for us, and were 
very officious in advising us of any motion which 
the enemy made towards these parts, and how to 
behave ourselves towards them." 

" Chunda Sahib liaving, as we said, delivered 
himself up to the discretion of the Mahrattas, 
agreed afterwards, as it was said, to pay them 
eight lacs of rupees for his ransom ; and Khan 
Bahauder with Francis Pereira were sent to Chunda 
Sahib's wife, who was in Pondicherry, to re- 
ceive the money. But the good lady, pretending 
a distrust, answered that she had not so much 
money by her, or if she had, would she part with 
it till she should see her husband?" If he was 
sent to her, she would sell her jeweb, and borrow 
what was wanting among her friends. The Mah- 
rattas having received that answer, carried Chunda 
Sahib and his son along with them to Sattara, the 
Sou Rajah's* capital. His partisans now give out 
that he is in great favour at Sattara ; and that by 
the interest of that Court with Cheen Kulich Khan, 
he will obtain a grant of the government of this 

* Sahoo Rajah perhaps better known as Sbao. 
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' with two hundred peons and our country music 
met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there and 
lent all his force back to St. Thomi, except about 
thirty horse and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by many thousands of our inhabitants who 
attended him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
Island Bridge. The Governor, attended by the 
iJouncil and most of the European inhabitants, 
met him at the Fort Gate, when the guns from the 
ramparts began to fire ; and we conducted him up 
to the Consultation Boom, where after haying 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
again to the Fort Gbte, and he proceeded to the 
ffouse which was prepared for his reception in the 
Black Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
•ixty-one guns and the four Kurope ships with 
twenty-one each. The French firrf twenty- one 
more when he reached his own house. The next 
mormng the Goyernor sent him the usual present 
of provisions, and as he brought in seyeral great 
men with him, it was also necessary to send some 
to them. Some was likewise sent to his family 
when they came in. In the afternoon the Presi- 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own house, 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour. Aa 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob has 
' not yet proposed a pnyate interview, we cannot 
yet adyise your Honors where he designs to go 
from hence. Meer Assad did not come in here, 
but set out for the army about half an hour before 
the Nabob came from St.' Xhom^. The President 
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from Tcvenepalam, together with our Vakeel ; and 
I refer you toMr. Hubbard for what further he shall 
write you, and what else will be told you by our 
Vakeel of our inclinations to preserve the friend- 
ship between us." 

About the same time another letter and present 
were dispatched by Governor Benyon to Futta 
Singh Bhonsla, the other Mahratta General. We 
extract the letter, from which it will be seen that 
the English wished it to be understood that they 
were actuated out of respect for the Mahratta 
chiefs rather than fear. 

" To Futta Singh, General of the Mahratta Army, 

" The Deputy Governor of Tevenepatam having 
advised me that he had received a very friendly 
letter from Raghojee Bhonsla, I resolve to send 
a vakeel on purpose with a letter from myself to 
that general ; and as I have that opportunity of 
writing to you, I would not omit it ; and have 
ordered ray vakeel to wait upon you with this to 
assure you of the respect I have for your person 
and great qualities. Our vakeel will assure you 
of our sincere inclinations to continue the friend- 
ship between us ; and I refer you to him, and what 
more will be written you by the Gk)vemor of Tevene- 
patam to whom I have sent several things, the 
particulars of which he will advise you, and of 
which I desire your acceptance. They are not 
worthy to be sent to so great a general ; but T only 
intend them as a mark of my respect for your per- 
son, and your acceptance of them will add to their 
value." 

Whilst the relations of the English towards the 
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' with two hundred peons and our country music 
met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there and 
lent all his force back to St. Thomi, except about 
thirty horse and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by many thousands of our inhabitants who 
attended him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
Island Bridge. The Governor, attended by the 
iJouncil and most of the European inhabitants, 
met him at the Fort Gate, when the guns from the 
ramparts began to fire ; and we conducted him up 
to the Consultation Boom, where after having 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
again to the Fort Gate, and he proceeded to the 
House which was prepared for bis reception in the 
Black Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
•ixty-one guns and the four Kurope ships with 
twenty -one each. The Frendi firc« twenty- one 
more when he reached his own house. The next 
morning the Governor sent him the usual present 
of provisions, and as he brought in several great 
men with him, it was also necessary to send some 
to them. Some was likewise sent to his family 
when they came in. In the afternoon the Presr- 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own house, 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour. Aa 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob has 
not yet proposed a private interview, we cannot 
yet advise your Honors where he designs to go 
from hence. Meer Assad did not come in here, 
but set out for the army about half an hour before 
the Nabob came from St.' Thom^. The President 
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Mahratta camp, advising his arrival and reception 
there, tiie translate of which is entered after this 
consulUition." 

** From Coopiah, Vakeel in the Mahratta camp 
at Trichinopoly, dated the StA Jpril and received 
on the I6tk instant, 1741. 

" I am now in the Mahratta army, which is 
encamped about ten miles West of Trichinopoly. 
TheGovernorof Tevenepatam dispatched me to the 
Mahratta camp, with the presents he had prepared 
for the Mahrattas. When I arrived at Trichino- 
poly, I first made myself acquainted with Coanari 
Pontoloo and Hoy Shasharoy, the managers of 
Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla*s aiffairs ; and upon 
their introducing me to Rajah Futta and Rajah 
Raghojee Bhonsla, 1 delivered them the presents 
and the letters ; they received them and upon 
looking into the presents they said they were vciy 
good things. At which time I presented then 
your Honors respects, and the Governor of Tevene- 
patam's service ; besides several other compliments 
from your Honors, and that you are their friend. 
Upon hearing this, they said that their predecessors 
had a desire for your frieqdship, and settled you 
in this country ; and therefore you may live safe 
in your place without having any concern. They 
gave me beetlenut, and told me that to-mor- 
row they should have more leisure to speak with 
me, when they promised to send me away. 

" About two or three days after they had taken 
Trichinopoly Fort, they sent a part of their army 
towards the kingdom of Mysore ; and they after- 
wards sent another part along with Chnnda Sahib 
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' with two hundred peons and our country music 
met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there and 
lent all his force back to St. Thomi, except about 
thirty horse and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by many thousands of our inhabitants who 
attended him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
Island Bridge. The Governor, attended by the 
iJouncil and most of the European inhabitants, 
met him at the Fort Gate, when the guns from the 
ramparts began to fire ; and we conducted him up 
to the Consultation Boom, where after having 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
again to the Fort Gate, and he proceeded to the 
ffouse which was prepared for bis reception in the 
Black Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
•ixty-one guns and the four Kurope ships with 
twenty -one each. The French fired twenty- one 
more when he reached his own house. The next 
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of provisions, and as he brought in several great 
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when they came in. In the afternoon the Presr- 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own house, 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour. Aa 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob has 
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the Nabob came from St.' Xhom^. The President 



1741.1 UlSTORY OF MADRAS. 245 

Eutta Singh aud Eajah Haghojee Bhonsla, as 
also to Kamajee Pontoloo and Contoloo, officers 
and managers of their afifairs. When the Vakeels 
arrived, they applied to me, and I acquainted both 
of the llajahs of their arrival, and caused a proper 
person to be sent to bring them along with him ; 
where I introduced them to the Bajahs, and told 
them much in your Honor's praise. The presents 
were delivered to the Eajahs by your Vakeel. 

'* I was not wanting to tell the Rajahs what was 
most proper in your Honor's praise ; and did pro- 
cure for you a horse and seerpaw, consisting of 
five clothes, and our clothes for Mr. Fowke ; and 
after the same manner to the Governor and second 
of Teveuepatam j and caused tasheriffs to be given 
to your Vakeels, as also presents to the people who 
came along with them. 

" It is not customary at the Court of our 
Rajahs to give a cowlc to any, without the tri- 
bute being settled and paid ; and although your 
honour did not write any thing about a cowle, nor 
has there been any tribute paid, yet I used my in- 
terest with the Rajahs, aud procured their cowles, 
both for Chinnapatam and Tevenepatam. I have 
delivered the same to Sambayah, and dispatched 
him along with your Vakeels, which you will 
receive. 

" Your honor's Vakeel, and Vencata Narrainapa, 
and Sambayah, will inform your honor what more 
is necessary ; aud I desire your honor would al- 
ways do me the pleasure of laying your commands 
on me. What can I say more." 

The letter from the Vakeel Coopiah is little more 
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Cforaacc ami C.'icit£. c/' Fcei ^ \Hcna. u«ii^ 
left it :/:» ':j ts 7»vxri Cooppi w^ vas kk 
\iikstA Vj \ht Mtimi^ canp : j=id lAe aii Coo- 
piftk i*)ir:5 ^irrravri ii» awr* to be ai^r^juni 

ke vooVl be a^vftTf mii:r lo co npco tsr sErroe 
vkk^ fkx:!! tx; t^cpczii P^^^^per to cop^ kao 
IB ; — tke Board beiiiZ salii^STi visk kls fideiitT asd 
conduct in iLis l&n kiEtir, srui cocaierc^ ikaz 
ike im^csiled \^jt\t of s fkirs in t^ coonirr maj 
inaJ^e h frKjije&tiT oeoHftUT :o eaopioc a capable 
perscA upon «udi occ^^ioss, a. <i be&niii^ tkis 
man to be vrnr proper aiki £i for tbe paqme, — 
agreod :o a2k>v Lim a pay of fire pagodas per 

DOOth. 

" The Prrrldcnt prnlsces to tbe Board tans- 
late of a ktter be receiTed from M orari Rao, tioc- 
roy of Thchinopoiv, rro ur-*tinz a supjrfv of axmimi- 
tion ; whicb beins takrn into conskleiation, tbe 
President U deslrnl to return ?Mcb an answer, as 
shall ueitber be an absolute denial, or bind us to 
any tbin;^ hereafter which we inaj not think pn^er 
to comply witL" 

We now return to tbe domestic affairs of tbe 
English settlement. The following extracts wiU 
explain themselves. 

•• Monday, 25th May, 1741. Complaints being 
frequently inade by the Military officers, that the 
-soldiers of the surri^ou aa* Jecovt-d and carried 
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away by the country shipping ; and the same being 
often practised also with the sailors belonging to 
the Europe ships ; to prevent the like in future, it 
is ordered that if any person or persons, whether 
belonging to the country shipping or others, shall, 
hereafter be found to be any ways concerned in 
secreting, decoying, or carrying away from the 
place, either by sea or land, any of the military 
of the garrison, or seafaring men belonging to the 
Europe ships,— he or they so offending shall, for 
the first offence be fined in the sum of 50 pa^rodas 
a head for every soldier or sailor so secreted, de- 
coyed, or carried away, and for the second offence 
be sent to England. 

" And whereas several strangers come into the 
place, and are harboured in the public houses, with- 
out any report being made of them to the Presi- 
dent agreeable to an order made for that purpose 
in President Harrison's time ; — it is ordered that 
if any inhabitant, public house-keeper or others, 
shall for the future entertain any stranger arriving 
at this place, either by sea or land, who has not 
first been with the captain of the guard in order 
to his being carried or reported to the Governor, — 
he, she, or they shall for every such offence be fined 
in the sum of 50 pagodas. 

" And that no one may pretend ignorance of 
the foregoing orders, the Secretary is directed to 
affix copies thereof at the gates of the Town." 

" Thursday, 28th May, 1741. The Company's 
merchants not having brought in any cloth lately, 
or taken any money in advance, they were ordered 
to attend ; and being called in and discoursed con- 
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ceminz the inrestment, alleged tint h could not be 
tbou;rtit §traii£:e they Lad not brought in any 
ckith for some months past, as every body had been 
in continual dread and apprehension that the Mah- 
nttas would overrun this province as aooa as 
they h»d taken Trichinopoly : and thouzh they 
had t;ikeD another rotit, and were returned towards 
their own country without coming again into this 
province, yet many of the weavers and spinners, 
who had fled from the towns and villages in the 
eountn*, were not yet returned to their habitations. 
Besides that the danger upon the roads had been 
a great hinderance to the brinsring of any quantity 
of cotton and cotton -yarn from the distant coun- 
tries ; by which means those two necessary articles 
were become very dear and scarce; insomuch 
that the natives found a difficulty in getting cloth 
made sufficient for their own wear. For all which 
reasons they could not as yet hope to get any cloth 
that was good and fit for the Company at any 
tolerable rate. They concluded with promising 
that upon the first adnoe from their Goniastas that 
any business could be done, they would immediate- 
ly let us know it." 

The following record of the duties of the res- 
pective officers and soldiers of the garrison of Fort 
tH. George, will perhaps prove interesting to our 
military readers. 

" The duty of Military Officers and Sol- 
diers AS DAILY practised IN THIS GaRRISON 

OF Fort St. George, 1741. 
*' Captain 9 duty. 
" The Captain of the guard for the time being. 
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to order the drum to beat to arms at 7 o'clock in 
the morning ; the mounting conjpany to parade 
over against the main guard (Sundays excepted), 
or elsewhere as the weather permits. 

" The Captain that mounts guard, to meet the 
(vaptain that dismounts on the parade while the 
mounting Company are under arms, in the morning 
about 7 o'clock and on Sundays about nine ; there 
to receive the usual reports, and also any ex- 
traordinary orders, that the dismounting Captain 
may have received from the Governor during the 
time of his having had the charge of the guards. 

" The Captain of the guards for the time being, 
to hear all manner of complaints that may be 
made either by or against the military. If any 
country people misuse the soldiers, the Captain to 
send them to a Justice of the peace to have 
satisfaction. 

"If any of the military misuse the country 
people, upon making their complaint to the Cap- 
tain of the guards, shall have (after hearing both 
parties) satisfaction. But if either parties have 
any extraordinary complaints that is of conse- 
quence, the Captain of the guards immediately to 
acquaint the Governor therewith. 

" The Captain of the guards to visit the hospital 
once in twenty-four hours, during the time of be- 
ing on guard ; and upon the decease of any of the 
military, to acquaint the Governor therewith. 
Likewise upon the desertion of any of the mili- 
tary, the Govcnior to be informed thereof imme- 
diately. The Captain of the guards to attend the 
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Gofrnior once a dav, to rem^v hia onien ordma- 
rr or eitraordinarv. diui otteoer if ret^uizviL'' 

'* llw two Exbfi^iiis tiac moant zoard are to 
alt«*]id the pamie in tlie morniii^ at heal of drum 
to arms ; one Ensizii mounts tike main ^:nani un- 
der the Captain, the other mounts the Choulti^r 
kimaelf. The Ensizu that takes the main guard 
is to Tiew and examiDe the men's arms ami doches 
whilst under arms« to see them in good otda and 
fit to mount guard -. those who are anj ways 
out of order he is to leport them to the Captain of 
the main guard. 

" Ail reports from the out guards, whether or- 
dinary or extraoniinarv. are to be reported to the 
Ensign of the main guard during the Captain's Mb- 
sence, who is to send them to the Captain by a 
Seijeant as soon as pcssible. 

*' The Ensign of the ^VThite Town or) main 
guard, to go the rounds in the White Town at 
10 o'clock at night, anended by a corporal 
and four men. He b to risit all the gates 
in the AVhiie Town, and to inspect with tbe 
officers and men of the serenl guards he pas- 
seth, to see that they are in fit onkr for their 
night duty, and that their centineb are alert oo 
their poets : to see that thoise gates that should 
be shut are hst and secvie : whatever he sees 
deficient or out of order to report ii at his ictum 
to the Captain of the main guard. 

" He is also to see the main guard gate ^ut, 
and all the keys sent up to the Captain. 

'' The Ensign of the Choultry guard, to visit aU 



1741.] HISTOBY OF MADEAS. 251 

the out guards in the evening about five or six 
o'clock without any attendance. He is to see the 
officers and men in good order, and fit for their 
night duty. If any be absent or out of order, he 
his at his return to report them to the Captain 
or Ensign of the main guard. 

" He is to attend at his guard at 10 o'clock at 
night, to draw out his men to receive the Ensign 
of the main guard when he comes the rounds. He 
is to see his gate shut about II o'clock at night, 
and to see his guard in good orders, to send up his 
keys to the main guard, and to report the condi- 
tion his guard is in. He is also to examine all 
strangers coming overland through any of his out 
gates, as soon as he is informed of it by the Ser- 
jeant or Corporal through which gate they come ; 
to send their names and place horn whence they 
came to the Captain or Ensign of the main guard;" 

" Serjeant and Corporal's duly, 

" The Seijeants of the mounting Company are 
to attend the parade in the morning (with their 
halberts in their hands) when the drum beats to 
arms ; they are to size and regulate the men 
under arms, to keep silence among the men» 
and to avoid talking themselves. They are to 
take their turns, one each mounting morning to 
make the Company in rank and file ; and to re- 
port to the Captain of the guard, and to the Ensign 
that takes the main guard, what number of men 
there are paraded. K any gone into the hospital 
he is to report them to the Captain of the main 
guard. The Serjeant, after they are detached to 
their respective guards, are not to quit their guards 
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met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there and 
lent all his force back to St. Thomtf, except about 
thirty horse and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by many thousands of our inhabitants who 
attended him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
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when they came in. In the aftentoon the Presi- 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own house, 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour. Aa 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob has 
not yet proposed a private interview, we cannot 
yet advise your Honors where he designs to go 
from hence. Meer Assad did not come in here, 
but set out for the army about half an hour before 
the Nabob came from St.' Thom^. The President 
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roll is called. No man is to be let out after gun- 
fire at night, except one Serjeant, one Corporal, 
and twelve men half black half white, who are to 
go from the barracks with arms to the Governor's 
garden house, from thence a Serjeant and six men 
go at eleven round the suburbs to see if the 
boutiques are all shut, and that no disturbance is 
made in the streets through which they pass ; to 
suppress gaming houses, to stop all people sus- 
pected to be running of goods. And a Corporal 
and six men go the same at two. The Serjeants 
and Corporals of the out guards are to lock their 
gates exactly at ten o'clock at night ; and im- 
mediately to report the same, and the condition 
their guards are in, to the Ensign of the Choultry ; 
as also in the morning at gun fire, after having 
opened their gates to send their report as above. 

" The orderly Serjeant and Corporal are to see 
the barracks swept clean, to see that the tanks be 
filled with good sweet water, and a sufficient num- 
ber of lights at night. The barrack and hospital 
doors to be shut at ten at night, and opened at gun 
tire in the morning." 

" Exercise, 

" The Company that comes off i^uard on Mon- 
day morning, to be called together by beat of drum 
about five the same evening on the parade against 
the main guard ; there to be regulated by the 
Serjeants and to receive their powder ; from thence 
they are marched upon the Island, by two En- 
signs that are off guard ; one Ensign each Mon- 
day takes his turn according to seniority to give 
the word of command to exercise the Company ; 
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U8 in troubles with the country Government ; and 
therefore proposed that an order should be made 
prohibiting the buying or selling them in this 
place. 

" If we are rightly informed, it is one of our 
agreements with the Government in Bengal, that 
we will not send away as slaves any of the Natives ; 
and if there be no such agreement between us and 
the Moors in this province, it is possible that we 
were first settled here when the Gentoos were 
lords of the country. But however that be, as 
such prohibition cannot be attended with any pre- 
judice to the Company, and may prevent any occa- 
sion for dispute upon that account in future ; — the 
Secretary is directed to give public notice of such 
prohibition, by affixmg an order at the usual 
])laces ; that from henceforth no Moors, or any 
others of the Mahometan religion, be bought or 
sold in this town of Madras, or in the districts 
thereof." 

The strike for higher pay was not confined to 
the coolies already mentioned, as may be seen by 
the following entry. 

"Monday, 28th September, 1741. The Sca- 
venger acquaints the Board, that the Parriahs in 
that service under him, had for sometime been very 
pressing for an increase of pay, and now absolute- 
ly refuse to continue any longer in it for twenty fa- 
nams a month ; urging as their reason the hard- 
ship of their duty, and that they can earn thirty 
fanams a month each at many easier services. 
He adds that upon inquiring what would satisfy 
them, they for a long time insisted on twenty 
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five fanaina a month each ; but at length agreed 
to continue in the service, if the head Parriah 
among them be allowed twenty-four, and the rest 
twenty-two fanams a month each, which is ordered 
to be paid them." 

Towards the latter part of the year the familv 
of Subder Ali, Nabob of Arcot, visited Black 
Town, and were courteously and respectfully re« 
ceived by the Governor and Council of Fort St. 
George. The object of this visit was to persuade 
the Nizam, who had large claims against the Na- 
bob, that the latter was very poor and bent upon 
a pilgrimage to Mecca. Accordingly Subder Ali 
paid more than one visit to Madras, as a proof of 
the reality of his intentions. Many presents were 
of course made to the Nabob's family, but these 
it will be unnecessary to detail. The following 
narrative which the Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George sent home to the Court of Directors, 
will furnish a sufficient account, of the pro- 
ceedings. 

"The2l8tat midnight the Nabob sent into 
Town his mother, his lady, and his son, who is 
about four years old. Their female attendants 
are very numerous, which has given us much trou- 
ble to find room for them. We sent our PoUigar 
with two hundred peons and our country music 
to meet them at Triplicane. The guard which the 
Nabob sent with them returned back from thence, 
except about twenty horse that came into town 
with them. The Nabob having sent notice that 
he intended to come into Town next afternoon, 
Mr. Mouson and Captain Holland, the Polligar 
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witli two hu&dr^ peons ani oor eonntt^ mtuk 
met hm at tbe edge of tbe boumtg* Vk hai be 
cBme to Triplicane Biidgf;, be itopped th^ie uid 
tent ikl] his force back to St. Tliotiil, except mboot 
tbirty bofie «iid one hundred peom ; but he wm 
met by mtmj ihousands of our mbabit«iit« wh» 
attended htm from Triplimmc to tbe ibol of tko 
Iikod Bridge, Tbe 0*¥emor, attended by tbe 
Cottncil and most of the Europenn inbabitanta, 
met blm at tbe Fort Gate, when tbe gmis from tbe 
nmpails began to fire ; and ire conducted him np 
to the Consultation Room^ where after huTing 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
leaEn to the Fort Gate, and he piooeeded to the 
Hotme which was pfepaied for hu re<%ption in the 
Black T0WE. The Port hail saJuted him with 
aixty-one guns and the foitr Europe ships with 
twenty -one each* The French fir©! twenty one 
more wh^n he reached his own bouae^ Tbe next 
morning the Governor sent him tbe nsttal present 
of promions, and ns he brought in leTeral great 
men with him, it waa also neeetaaiy to aend some 
to them. Some was likewise sent to his family 
when they came in. In the aftemooin tbe Preai- 
dent with the Conndl and the Captain of the 
Gnar(}» waited upon the Nabob at his own honse^ 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour« At 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob has 
not yet proposed a private interview, we ^nnol 
yet advise your Honors where he designs to go 
from hence> Meer Assad did not come in here, 
but set out for the army about half an bonj before 
the Nabob came from St. Tkom^* The Preaidrat 
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has wrote him a letter to express his concern that 
he could not have the pleasure of seeing him. 
imaum Sahib's children being still in Town, sent 
« compliment to the Nabob with one hundred and 
one gold mohurs, in a silver fillagree band^ja. Tho 
Nabob said it was too much, only took one of tho 
gold mohurs, and sent them word he would 
come and see tkem before he went out of Town. 
The Governor of the towns to the Northward of 
this place that are under this province, come in 
daily to pay their respects to Mm. It is a great 
concern to us that we were not better prepared for 
his reception and accommodation ; but he makes 
it as easy to us as he can, having very few of hia 
own attendants with him, and they extremely 
quiet." 

We now return to the case of the three Shroffs, 
who had been condemned to transportation to the 
Company's settlements on the West Coast of 
Sumatra. We need not remind our readers of the 
borror with which the natives generally regard the 
*' black water" ; and the castes to which the three 
Shroffs belonged, were naturally prepared to mako 
great sacrifices to prevent the sentence of tranS" 
portation from being cairied into effect, llie foU 
lowing entries in the Consultation books in refer* 
ence to this subject will explain themselves. 

"Monday, 18th January, 1742. BaUChetty 
«nd Tomby Chetty, with some others of the 
Right and Left Hand caste, attending the Board, 
request that the Company's Shroff and the two 
bazaar Shroffs may not be sent to the West Coast, 
but that such sentence might be changed to their 
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with two hundred peons and oar oottntiy mutic 
met him at the edge of the bounds. When he 
came to Triplicane Bridge, he stopped there and 
tent all his force back to St. Thomtf, except about 
thirty horse and one hundred peons ; but he was 
met by many thousands of our inhabitants who 
attended him from Triplicane to the foot of the 
Island Bridge. The Governor, attended by the 
Council and most of the European inhabitants, 
met him at the Fort Gate, when the fipuis from the 
ramparts began to fire ; and we conducted him up 
to the Consultation Room, where after having 
stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him 
again to the Fort Gate, and he proceeded to the 
House which was prepared for his reception in the 
Bkck Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
sixty-one guns and the four Europe ships with 
twenty-one each. The French fired twenty- one 
more when he reached his own house. The next 
morning the Governor sent him the usual present 
of provisions, and as he brought in several great 
men with him, it was also necessary to send some 
to them. Some was likewise sent to his family 
when they came in. In the aftcnioon the Pres^ 
dent with the Council and the Captain of the 
Guard, waited upon the Nabob at his own honae^ 
and stayed with him the best part of an hour. At 
all that passed was public, and the Nabob hai 
not yet proposed a pnvate interview, we eaor '^ 
yet advise your Honors where he designs to 
from hence. Meer Assad did not come ie 
but set out for the army about half an hour 1 
the Nabob came from St.* Thom6. The T 
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has wrote him a letter to express his concern that 
he could not have the pleasure of seeing him. 
imaum Sahib's children being still in Town, sent 
« compliment to the Nabob with one hundred and 
one gold mohurs, in a silver Magree bandaja. Tho 
Nabob said it was too much, only took one of tho 
gold mohurs, and sent them word he would 
come and see tkem before he went out of Town. 
The Governor of the towns to the Northward of 
tliis pkce that are under this province, come in 
daily to pay their respects to Mm. It is a great 
concern to us that we were not better prepared for 
his reception and accommodation ; but he makes 
it as easy to us as he can, having very few of hia 
own attendants with him, and they extremely 
quiet." 

We new return to the case of the three Shroffs, 
who had been condemned to transportation to the 
Company's settlements on the West Ck>ast of 
Sumatra. We need not remind our readers of the 
borror with which the natives generally regard the 
*' black water" ; and the castes to which the three 
Shroffs belonged, were naturally prepared to mako 
great sacrifices to prevent the sentence of trans^ 
portation from being cairied into effect. The foU 
lowing entries in the Consultation books in refer- 
ence to this subject will explain themselves. 

"Monday, 18th January, 1742. BallChetty 
and Tomby Chetty, with some others of the 
Right and Left Hand caste, attending the Board, 
request that the Company's Shroff and the two 
bazaar Shroffs may not be sent to the West Coast, 
but that such sentence might be changed to their 
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being banished the place ; in consideration of 
which favour they wonld pay as a fine to the Com- 
pany 2500 pagodas for the Company's Shroff, and 
2600 for the two bazaar Shroffs ; what had been 
seized to be delivered them np. The case of the 
two last being considered, and that how bad soever 
their intentions were, they had been prevent- 
ed from doing much ill ; — The fine of 2500 pago- 
des was accepted for them, but upon condition it 
be paid in one month ; that they remain till then 
in the Choultry, and afterwards be turned out of 
the bounds never to return. But with regard to 
the Company's Shroff, his crime was looked upon 
fts too heinous ; and as so many of the inhabitants 
had suffered by his villany, to whom we could not 
propose to make any satisfaction that would be 
near their loss ; — it was thought most prudent to 
rdect the fine for him, and to send him to the 
West Coast by the first ship, as the best means to 
jprevent all clamour and reflections." 

Four months afterwards, active preparations were 
tnade for shipping off the unfortunate Company's 
Bhioff to the VVest Coast, when a further attempt 
Was made to save him. The matter is sufficiently 
explained in the following entry. 
* "Friday, 21st May, 1742. The Board being 
informed that the heads of the Right and Left 
Hand castes were attending, they were called in, 
hnd acquainted the Board ; that as we had refused 
the offer they made the 18th January last to ex- 
cuse the late Shroff Yishvinada from being sent to 
the West Coast ; and apprehending that we in- 
tended to send him thither on tlic " Princess 
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Augusta," which was shortly to sail thither ; — 
they were come again to intercede in his behalf ; 
and urged that the sending him to the West Coast 
would be sending him to certain death ; and though 
they had no reason to have any consideration for 
him, yet a compassion for his family, which was 
very numerous, had prevailed with tliem to solicit 
lis again ; and having before they came considered 
of what proposals to make to us, they took leave to 
represent to us, that the streets in the Black Town 
were in so bad a condition that it was become a 
great nuisance to the inhabitants in general, and 
to put them in proper order would cost a great 
deal of money, and to levy it by any tax upon the 
inhabitants might create great uneasiness ; and 
therefore they had agreed upon condition that what 
we had seized of the Shrofts should be delivered 
up to them, and the said Shroff excused from 
going to the West Coast, to offer us 3,500 pago- 
das ; and proposed withall that the said sum should 
be applied towtirds putting the streets of the 
Black Town in proper order, repairing the bridges, 
and such other necessary public works as the 
Board should think fit. 

" The castes being withdrawn, the Board took 
into consideration what the castes proposed relat- 
ing to the money and the application of it. It 
was observed that the sum of 2,500 pagodas, 
which the Bazaar Shroffs had been fmed, had been 
applied towards making good the loss the Com- 
pany had sustained by the bad money ; also that 
more than ample amends would he made the Com- 
pany by the duty arising from the coinage of the 
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new money i and tlirit no srttisfflction bad yet been 
made the inhabitants for what they lind sufl'La'td. 
But considering that tlie sum now ofliirad h m wc 
compute far short of what tliey lost by the had 
money ; though it may be tldliciilt to get at any 
particular account of what eacb person suffered, 
to be depended npon so far as to make a just and 
equal dividend among them ■ oon&idcring al&o 
that since tlie Moors had been in Town, the atreeta 
are become exceeding dirty and ill thy » and that 
the bridges are much worn and out of repair by 
the number of Ilackaries and other carriages 
which are continunlly passing over them, and that 
the Scavenger's duty and the surplus of the Town 
d\ity ii not sufficient to keep them in proper or- 
der* much less to be at any extraordinary ex- 
pense \ and as we can think of no other means to 
give the suHcrers any eatisfuction, and wt flatter 
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allowance to those who were wounded, and to the 
families of those who were killed. 

" Agreed also to allow the powder maker one 
pagoda per candy more for making the powder, to 
enable him to allow his coolies a better pay ; 
which it is hoped will prevent our being under a 
necessity of forcing them to work in the powder 
house, which lias been a method too often taken 
more especially since the late accidents." 
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GOVERN OH^SIIIF OF UK. EICliAES B£I410H* 
fCttntimtdJ 

1742—43. 

Tiie capture of Triclimopoly by the Mahmttai 
was followed by a ahort period of tranquillity at 
Madras, Tbe elemetita of coafiict were seel Jung 
iti every quarter of India, whilst all danger seeiued 
for £t while to luive paascd away from Fort St, 
George, Subder All continued Nabob of Arcot, 
but being in constant fear of the Kizani, his fa- 
mily still reaidi^d nt Black Town under the pro- 
tection of the English, Xhe Mnhrattas Imil 

out their 
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ing to Macao, lost sometime smce on this coast to 
the Southward) had cruelly beaten, and cut off the 
cars of one of the mates of the said ship at his 
lodgings in tiie Black Town. He had accordingly 
sent the Captain of the guard thither with orders, 
if he found it to be so, to secure the said Captain 
till the Board should consider what was proper to 
do in this matter ; and also to hring with him to 
the Fort any persons of the house, who could 
give any information therein. That it being Sun- 
day, and almost evening, when the Captain of the 
guaixl returned with the said Elias Manuel Graces, 
he had not given the Council the trouble to meet 
then, but had ordered the said Macao Captain tp 
be confine<4 m the Fort till the matter could be 
enquired into this morning. 

'* The Board being sat, and the Portuguese 
Captain, the mate, and witnesses attending^ with 
Francisco Peixoto, Notary public of the Portuguese 
Church, and Padre Severini to swear the witnesses 
— Theodosio Martins, Manoel Bocha Piementel, 
Manoel Ignatio, Padre Jacinto de Almeida, and 
Francisco Peixto, were severally examined ; but the 
Board having bo very good interpreters, they 
were ordered to draw u|r in writing what they 
knew concerning the matter, in the form of depo- 
sitions, and when ready to acquaint the Secretary 
therewith. But before they withdrew the Macao 
Captain was asked, what he had to say for hitnself. 
He replied, that he had no intention in what he 
had done to offer any insidt or cast any reflection 
on the Justice or Government of the place ; but 
that being informed the persons he had employed 
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to look about the country for the niaie, had se- 
cured him and were bringing him to St. Thom^, 
he went thither to receive him from them ; that 
it having been repeatedly aiirmed to him (the Cap- 
tain), by many of the people belonging to the 
ship, that the said mate (Theodoeio Martins) had 
lost the ship on piupose, in combination with 
other persons on board, and at the instigation of 
some of his (the Captain's) enemies at Macao, 
—in resentment of the injuries he had suffered 
thereby (having lost his all), and of the trouble 
and charge he had been at about the said mate, he 
had, upon his meeting him near St. Thom^, or- 
dered his Coffrces to cut the mate's ears ; nor did 
he design any thing more by ordering him to be 
whipped, than to make hkn confess upon what in- 
flucement, or at whose instigation, he run the 
ship ashore. 

*' The Captain, having finished what he had to 
say, was remanded back to his lodgings in the 
Fort, and then the Board adjourned." 

"Thursday, 3rd June, 1742. The several 
depositions of Theodosio Martins, Manoel Roucha 
Piementel, Manoel Ignatio, Padre Jacinto de Al- 
meida, and Francisco Peixto, were now delivered 
in, and sworn to before the Board ; and translates 
of the same being read as entered hereafter, and the 
witnesses and others withdrawn, the Board took 
consideration how to proceed in this affair. — And 
there being no doubt whether tlie mate's ears were 
cut at St. Thome, and there is no proof that they 
were not (the Coffrees who executed the Captain '» 
orders being fled or not to befound);— it wa«^ 
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made a question whether, notwithstanding the 
Charter give us power to try all crimes and offences 
committed within our town, or within ten miles of 
the same, yet if this fact was perpetrated in the ter- 
ritories, and under the jurisdiction of another prince, 
and the offender as well as the offende<l being sub- 
jects of the King of Portugal, it was not ground for 
an objection to our authority and might be the oc- 
casion of some complaint in Europe. Another 
doubt was, whether if the fact had been commit- 
ted, or was cognizable here, it was properly Mai- 
hem. If it was, we rceollect no trial upon the 
statute of the 22nd and 23rd of Charles the Se- 
cond, except that of Coke and Woodbume, which 
was a very particular and extraordinary case. Be- 
sides that some of our Law books say, that cutting 
off the ear is no Maihem quia latens ; and for that 
offence an indictment may be at the sessions. But 
besides what has been said before, if we should keep 
the Captain here to try him for the assault, and in 
consequence thereof the Court should think fit to 
fine him, it is uncertain how long he would re- 
main in prison before he would be able to pay it ; 
having been supported by charity ever since his 
being here. It was agreed upon the whole to 
transmit the affidavits, with a state of the case to 
the Governor of Macao ; and that the President 
be desired to procure the said Captain a passage 
oil the * Sancta Catharina,* that is shortly bound 
thither, and to detain him in custody till he goes 
off." 

The depositions of two of the witnesses are suf- 
ficiently curious to be worthy of extract ; accord- 
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ingly we print tbcm exactly as they appear in the 
consultation books. 

" By order of the Honourable the GoTcmor, 
T, Notary public and Scrivener for the Roman 
Catholics of this city, have received the deposition 
of Theodosio Martins, mate of the ship that was 
lost of Captain Elias Manoel Graces ; the said 
mate declared that he, havinp: relied on some per- 
sons at Ginjee who promised to help him with 
means to get aw9y from this coast, the deponent 
resolved thereupon to come to St. Thom^, and 
brought in his company another man named 
Estevao ; and being come at a village on the other 
side of St. Thome called Trivanboor, the said 
£stevao left him and went to an arrack shop ; and 
that the said mate remained there waiting for him. 
In the meanwhile airived one named Paulo, to- 
gether with whom he proceeded a little distance on 
their way towards a choultry, in order to shelter 
themselves from the rain. There were some Ma- 
labars, together with one that had a military coat 
and grenadier's cap on. The deponent coming 
out from that place, the said Malabars assaulted 
and seized the said mate fast, and brought him 
hither ; Paulo and Estevao separated from them 
taking the road to St. Thome. Wednesday the 80th 
of May, between % and 3 o'clock after midnight, 
they ddivered him to the Captain at his house ; 
who kept the deponent bound as he was until the 
morning of the next dny, being Thursday, when 
he put him in irons ; and Friday the Ist instant 
about 9 and 10 o'clock in the morning he was 
fastened to a ladder, and whipped by a Coffrec ; 
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which being done, another Coffree named Ven- 
tura was ordered to cut the deponent's ears oif, and 
that Manoel Ignacio being sent for the ('aptain 
ordered him to cure them. To all that contains 
herein, the said mate has already taken his oath in 
the presence of his honour. In truth whereof he 
has signed this as witnessed by me, Madraspata- 
nam, 4th June 1742, N.S. Frano. de Seqre. 
Peixoto, Notary Public. 

" TnEODosio Martins." 
" By order of the Honorable the Governor, J, 
Notary Public and Scrivener for the Koman 
Catholics of this city, have received the deposition 
of Manoel Eocha Piementel, of what he knew con- 
cerning the case that happened between Captain 
Elias Manoel Graces and his mate, Theodosio 
Martins, both inhabitants of the city of Macao ; 
and the said Manoel Ilocha Piementel deposes, that 
on Friday the first instant, about 2 o'clock in the 
morning, he awaked with the tumidt of the mate's 
coming in ; and hearing of his arrival the depon- 
ent went to the place where the mate was, and from 
n distance he saluted him, saying that he was glad 
of his arrival ; and that in the same moment the 
deponent went to rest again without making any 
further reflection. And in the morning, being day- 
light, he awoke with the noise of the whips that 
the Captain was giving the mate ; and going to 
the place of execution he saw the said mate with- 
out ears ; and on his asking the Coffrees, they told 
him that they had been cut out of the districts of St. 
Thome, where the said Captain went to take charge 
of the said mate ; and to all that contains here!!!. 
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the deponent declares to have taken his onth in the 
presence of his Honour. In truth whereof he has 
si^ied this ns witnessed by me, Madraspatanain, 
4th June 1742, N.S. 

Manoel Rocha Piementel." 



The following curious notices of the arrival of 
an Ambassador from the Xerif of Mecca explain 
themselves. 

"Thursday, 12th August, 1742. Arrived ship 
* Benyon,' Captain Hobert Baillic, from Judda ; 
with one Shaik Ibrahim a passenger, and sent as 
Ambassador from the Xerif." 

"Monday, 16th August 1742 The President 
acquaints the Board, that having been informed 
upon the landing of the Judda Ambassador, it was 
customary and proper to make him a present of 
some provisions, he had caused to be sent him the 
several things mentioned in the list now produced, 
and entered hereafter, which is approved ; and it 
is further agreed, that a house be found him at the 
Company's charge during his stay here, which it is 
thought will be but short." 
" List of provisions sent to the Ambassador of the 

Xerif of Mecca, oa his landing here from Judda 

the 13th August. 

Fine rice 

Coarse rice 

Horse gnim 

Oram 

Ghee 

Sugar. 

Sn^^r candy. . 



30 


Marcals. 


CO 


do. 


60 


do. 


12 


do. 


3 


Diippcrs. 


1 


CaiMly. 


5 


Mauiids. 
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Bbeep 

Fowls. 

White'Cupa and Saucers 

Dishes 

Half dishes 

Pktos 

OreeQB 

Pepper 

OdIous 

Garlic 

CloTes, Mace and Cinnamon.. 

Fire-wood 

Boiled nuts. 

Nuts 

Beetle • 

Cardaniums 

Gunncybags.. , 

Gooiy hire 



20 




60 




20 




12 




12 




50 




4 


Visa. 


20 


do. 


4 


do. 


1000 


Sticks. 


10 


Pollums 


150 




6 


Bundles. 



80 



The value of the forgoing amounted to pagodas 
93, fanaras 26, and cash 54. 

The following letter from Mr. Foxall the Mint 
Master to the Governor iu Council of Fort St. 
George, is interesting so far as it furnishes a dear 
account of the process of coining money in the 
Madras Mint a hundred and twenty years ago, 

" Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

" It is a great concern to me to observe by an 
extract of the General letter from England, that 
the Honorable Company shoidd have the least 
shadow of reason to suspect that I have been any 
way negligent in my duty towards them ; for I do 
assure your Honors, that I have at all times used 
my utmost care and diligence, as much as in me 
lay, to keep the mintcrs to their weight and 
standard in all the moneys that have been coined 
since my time ; and that I never discovered any 
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Our next entry is very suggestive. 

" Wednesday, 6th October, 1742. Some of the 
Military having been guilty of such disorders and 
irregularities as make it proper to change their 
quarters, it is agreed to send them on the * Shafts- 
bury' to the Bay, where they may perhaps behave 
better." 

We now enter upon the entries in the records 
which refer to that tragical event in the history of 
Vellore, known as the assassination of Subder AH. 
All lovers of the graphic narrative of old Onne, 
will be sufficiently fainiliar with the details of this 
conspiracy, which forms so striking an illustration 
of the blood-thirsty character of Native mle ; but 
still a brief outline of the facts may not be unac- 
ceptable to the general reader. 

For thirty years the mosnad of the Cama- 
tic had been occupied in succession by the 
Newayeteh Nabobs* — Sadatullah Khan, Dost Ali, 
and Subder Ali. Dost Ali however had taken ad- 
vantage of the convulsions of the empire to with- 
hold the revenues due to the Nizam. His son 
Subder Ali was therefore in mortal fear of incur- 

* The Newayets, or •* new comera,*' were originally 
Arab% who about the end of the first century after the 
time of Mahomet (i. e. about A. D. 700) migrated 
from Arabia to India^ to escape from the cruelties of 
the then Qovemor of Irak. These exiles were ridb and 
respectable, and belonging to the famous family of Ha* 
shem. One party landed on the coast of Malabar and 
were called Newayets ; others landed on the coast of 
Cororoandel and were called Lubbies. The Lulibies pre- 
tend to one common origin with the Newayeta, and at- 
tribute their black complexion to intermarriage with 
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ring the Nizam's resentment. He had, as wc 
hare seen, despatched the women and childrea 
of his family to Madras ; and he no longer kept 
his court in the open and defencless city of Arcot. 
but took up his residence in the famous citadel 
at Vellore. Meantime, an assessment had been 
levied from all the towns and forts in the Camatic. 
in order to discharge the ransom due to the 
Mahrattas. At that time the richest fief subject to 
the Nabobship of Arcot, was that of Vellore, 
where the Nabob was staying. The Governor of 
Vellore was Mortez Ali. This man was a relative 
to Subder Ali ; he had also married Subder Ali's 
sister ; and these circumstances, combined with 
the reception he was giving to the Nabob at Vel- 
lore, induced him to believe that he ought to be 
excused fix)m paying his share of the ransom due 
to the Mahrattas. If however Mortez Ali had 
been permitted to escape, other Governors of 
other forts would have refused to pay up. Accord- 
ingly. Subder Ali insisted upon the ^ota being 
paid by Mortez Ali, and threatened to dispossess 
him of the government of Vellore if he continued 
to keep back the money. Accordingly Mortez AH 



the Natives. The Newayets however affirm that the 
Lubbies are the defloendanta of their domestic slaves ; 
and certainly the physiognomy, stature, and form of the 
Lubbies, present a strong resemblance to the Natives of 
Abyssinia^ The Newayets of the western coast preserv- 
ed the purity of their original blood, by systematically 
avoiding intermarriage with the Indians, and even with 
the highest Mussulman families, for many centuries af- 
ter the establishment of the Mussiilmaa dynasties o| 
Dekksuu 3ee Wilks, Yol. 1. p. 2iZ. 
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then resolved of putting to death his brother-in- 
bir. 

The ffreat festival of the Mohomim took place in 
the beginning of October 1 742. The army of the 
Nabob was encamped without Vellore ; but Sub- 
der All was attended within the fort by a body of 
guards and a numerous retinue. On the 2nd of 
October, which that year was the great day of the 
.festival, the Nabob's servants ask^ permissioo to 
celebrate the feast in their own families ; and 
Subder All accordingly gave leave to all his re- 
tinue and guards, excepting four persons only. 
On that very evening his provisions were poi- 
•oned. The Nabob felt the effects of the poison, 
but overcame them ; and having no suspicion that 
kis sufferings had arisen from any but natural 
causes, he retired to rest as usual. Meantime, 
Mortez Ali had found an assassin who would 
Biake all sure. A Patau, whose wife had been 
outraged by Subder Ali, joyfuUy accepted the com- 
mission. He engaged some Abyssinian slaves, 
and led them at midnight to the apartment of the 
Nabob. The few servants sleeping there were 
overpowered at once. The Nabob was awakened 
by the noise, and endeavoured to escape through 
the window ; but the Patau rushed upon him, and 
after upbraiding him with his adultery put him to 
death with several stabs of hb dagger. The ex- 
citement caused by this event, and the circum- 
stances immediately following it, may be gathered 
from the official records of the time, which we now 
place before our readers. 

1' Wednesday, 6th October, 1712, The President 
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acquaints the Board, that he was waked at 2 
o'clock yesterday morning by an express from the 
Havildar of Poonamallee, advising that the Nabob 
had been murdered in Vellore Eort by the Kiliedar 
Mortez Ali Kiian, who had also imprisoned Meer 
Assad and Boocunjee Coshedos, the first his chief 
minister, the other his shroff ; and as it might be 
apprehended such an event would be followed by 
great commotions in the country, and that the troops 
might disperse themselves about the province and 
plunder it ; as soon as it was day light, he (the 
President) had given orders to double the guards, 
and all our people to be upon duty ; and particu- 
larly that no Moor's horse should enter the Town 
or pass the Mettahs without particular leave. 
Thiese orders alarmed the Nabob's family at Black 
Town, who sent several messages to enquire the 
reason of them, and if any advices were come in 
from the Country ; but nobody cared to tell them 
the news till about 12 at noon, when they were 
advised of it by letters from the Dewan of Vellore. 
• About the same time Kistnajee Puntaloo receiyed 
a letter from Mahomed Khan Jalouze, a command- 
er of 2000 horses at Arcot ; who only wrote that 
the Nabob had been killed by Mortez Ali Khao. 
This last also wrote a letter to Kistnajee Pmitaloo, 
and enclosed in it one to the President ; trans- 
late of which, and the answer thereto, is entered 
hereafter." 

** From Nabob Morlez Alt Khan Bahauder^ Kiliedar 
qfVellorer 

** I believe you are informed of what has passed 
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Toft mm he tasf m 
i of joor Imwarw aoii 
Wit AroC voj siiar^ and aecde 



tike 



" T9 XsSai Maries JR Omm Bdumder^frttm 6a- 
veraor Ba ^ frn t J^ 

"Hj the mtagt of joor letter I obaerfe what 
Wlutercr God pteiaes to appomt 
Ton wi^ Be to be osj ia mj 
i Ike reeopl of josr letter made ft m. I 
wiik God nay Kttk all tiui^ fisr the beat" 

Twehe dajs after the leoexpC of tbe y€ij short 
letter of Martcz AIx, aod the dispatck of the equal 
If short lepif of the Goveraor Renjoo, tke fibllow- 
mg \ttUt from the Takeel in. the Nabob's csmip 
WM Rceifed at Tort St. Gcae;ge, drarrihing the 
CBtij of Mortcs AKinto Areot. 

^FnmOe Fmhelm Oeaa^. negktdisa Ocioier 

"On Fridaj the IStb instant, aboot nine o'doek 
m Ike monung. Nabob Gnlam Mortez Ali Kban 
set out from Ydlore in a palankeen, accoraponkd 
by Nabob Herasnt Khan, and other great niea. 
'Atj fint encamped at Herasntpore, a pbee Terj 
sear Areot in tbe waj from Teikxe ; where after 
tbej bad rested themsehes a Kttle time, tbcj 
noimted their elephants. Nabob Mortes AM 
Khan, and Nabob Hnssain Khan Tahir, son of 
Abnnid Tahir, both sat together in one c^tle up- 
on an elephant. Herftsot Khan, Jienadeen Ali 
Khan, and Hussain Jaman Khan, the brother-in* 
law <tf Jtortez Ali Khan ni tbemsdyes nponan- 
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other ; and in like manner each nobleman of the 
province, as Cauder Uussain Khan, Hyder Yaur 
Khan, Anwaradeen Khan, Sndatmund Khan, Sec. 
rode upon an elephant, and followed Mortez Ali 
Khan into the city of Arcot, with a great army 
and the beat of noubat. They first went to a mosque 
commonly called Teeboo Sahib's tomb ; where 
when they had finished their prayers, they went 
directly with great ceremony into the great house 
of State, commonly called here the Eling's palace, 
where they placed Mortez Ali Khan upon the 
musnud ; which is a square place in the hall right- 
ly adorned, where the Subah of the province al- 
ways sits; and then Herasut Khan, Hussain 
Khan Tahir, Cauder Hussain Khan, Jiena- 
deen Ali Khan, Buda Sahib of Covelong, Hyder 
Yaur Khan, Sadatmund Khan, Anwaradeen 
Khan, Hassan Jaman Khan, Hyder Dil Khan, 
and several other Khans, Kelledars, Mansub- 
dars, Jamadars, and other officers of State, 
paid their compliments to him, and presented to him 
gold rupees, with the accustomed ceremony ob- 
served to the Nabob ; when noubat was beat 
three several times, and Mortez Ali Khan proclaim- 
ed Subah and Nabob of the province. The fort guns 
were then fired, and the artillery and other 
small arms discharged upon that occasion. 
The Nabob gave all the abovementioned Gentle- 
men beetlenut and rose water, and sent them 
to their respective lodgings. A little while after 
this great ceremony was finished, which was 
about five o'clock that afternoon, Mahomud Khan* 
Kelledar of Timery, came to Arcot and went to 
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Hnsskn Khan Tahir, who iatrodaced him to the 
Nabob, to whom he paid his compliments, made 
him the accustomary present of gold rupees, re- 
oeiTed rose water and beeilenut from him, and re- 
turned to his place Timeij immediately.** 

** Meer Assad is still under confinement in Vel« 
lore. 

" The Nabob, before he came out of Yellore, ap- 
pointed Banker Sahib and Sidee Sahib to take 
care of the Fort as his deputies. 

" It is reported here that Moorari Row, Viceroy 
of Trichinopoly, upon hearing the death of Nabob 
Subder Ali Khan, sent a part of his army towards 
Wallingondaporum ; who plundered and destroyed 
a great many towns ana villages between that 
place and Tiagagud, and carried great store of 
txwty from hence. 

" Boma Bajah, and all the PoHgars about Yel- 
lore, Amee, Sec., sent a part of their foot under the 
command of some of their officers, to attend the 
Nabob from Yellore to Arcot, and they were ac- 
cordingly in his train. 

" Ali Nakey Khan, son of Takiah Sahib or the 
nephew of the deceased Nabob, who was wounded 
when they murdered his unde, has got the liberty 
to go to Chinnapatnam, and is now in the way 
thither. They say that Buda Sahib will also get 
liberty in a day or two to go to Chinnapatnam." 

Turning away from these State affairs at 
Arcot we again take up the thread of domestic 
events at Madras. 
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The following petition requires no introduction. 
" The humble petition of the merchants and others* 

inhabitants of Madraspatnam, whose houses 

were pulled down on the approach of the Mah* 

ruttas. 

Sheweth,— That when the Mahrattas invaded 
and plundered this province, and this place was 
apprehended to be in danger from them, your 
petitioners' houses which stood near the walls of 
the Black Town, were ordered to be pulled down, 
and are on account of the ground and bricks taken 
belonging to each person. But your petitioners 
have received no satisfaction yet for the losses they 
suffered thereby. Some of the said houses were 
two stories high, seme were terraced and others 
boarded within, the workmanship of which cost a 
considerable deal of money ; and groimd was 
bought bv your petitioners at ^ pagodas, 1}, and 
1^ pagodas per foot ; the b:icks cost one pagoda 
per 1000, besides the hire of oxen to carry them. 

'* Tour petitioners have taken the liberty to 
mention these particulars to your Honors ; and 
leave their case to your serious consideration ; 
humbly entreating that out of your known regard 
to the interest and happiness of the inhabitants 
of this place, you would be pleased to order your 
petitioners' payment as it s£all appear reasonable 
to you." 

The matter had already formed the subject of an 
enquiry by a Committee, and full compensation 
granted to the inhabitants for the towns destroy^}. 
Of course they had asked for about three times the 
proper amount of compensation ; the ground be- 

86 
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kg no where worth more than 13 faiiama jier foot* 
However that rmitter wns all settled by tlie Coiit- 
mittee. 

Mcjantinie, puhlic Bffftira at Arcot biKl uiider- 
gone another pUa&e. Mcrrtc/. AH found the whok 
army against liira* Tlie offk?L*ra hnd mignged to 
iupport tlie CHUsc of the family of SuUfler Alij and 
oftlcers and soldiers deraaucled immediate payment 
of the whole of the arrems due* Slortez Aii could 
not face the atonu. Aeconlingly he dia^iacd 
himself in n woman's dre9», and at night escaped 
from Arcot in a covered palanqviin, ami fortunately 
for him reached his fort at Vellora wit li out inter- 
rupt Lou, 

Imtnediately after the flif^ht of Mortet Ali was 
discovered, t!ie army pla<^l the young son of Sul^- 
der AU, named Mahomed Sciad Khan, upon the 
throne of the Carnal ic* Full particuljvrs of the 
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1st. Grant of the viiiagea of Emavoie, Saudiaa 
Copang, Vepciy, Perapibore, and Poodoopauek. 

Snd. A grant of the liberty of coining Aroot mpeea 
and pagodas, aco(N:diug to the usage and prao- 
tice of Country mints. 

3rd. For lessening the duties on sundry goods 
brought in and carried out of Chindadrepettah, 
and for taking off entirely the duties on other 
goods as per account thereof entered hereafter. 

4th. A grant of one adda <m every Colluin of pad- 
dy produced in the countries of PoonamaUee^ 
Manincongalom, Peddapollum, and Perembauk, 
to be applied to the maintenance of the Pagodas 
at Chindadrepettah. 

6th. A grant of the village of Cadapauck to 
Andiapah Naick. 
Ordered that the translates be entered hereaft^» 

and the origimds deposited with the other Firmans* 

1st GEANT or THE FIVB VILLAGES. 

Translate of a Sunnnd under ike teal 4^ Nabob 
Sadutalla Khan Bakauder^ Soodak of Areot^ 
dated the 4th November 1742. 

** To the Mutsaddys of the country of Poonamallee 
and Sircar of Tiipasore, belonging to the Cama- 
tic of Golcondah and to their successors." 
^' Be it known unto you, that I have granted 
five several villages (the produce of which is pago- 
das 665-)^ per annum) to Mr. Benyon, Gover* 
nor of Chinnapatnam for the Company, as a pro* 
sent ; and therefore do you deliver them into his 
possession, and let them remain so for ever from 
Uie year Fusly 1152. Observe this qs a strict 
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tctikeed and perfonn it •coordingly. Dated the 
17th Moon Bamazan in the 25th year of the reign 
of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 
TrmuUU of ike etmienU wriitm om the hack of ike 

foregoing Sumnud. 

** Five villagea oat of the country before named, 
which produce pagodas 665f| every year, are 
granted to Mr. Benyon, Goyemor of Chinnapat- 
nam for the Company, as a present. 

" His Excellency's order by his hand writing u 
to draw out a snnnud to the following purpose : 

** ThaHhe vakeel of the said Governor having 
itpresented that his master desires the five follow- 
ing villages which are near to Chinnapatnam, they 
be granted to him as a present. 
Emavore, near Trivatore, produces every 

year pagodas •«••• ^OS-j^ 

l3adiang#opam...do do 215-s^ 

Tepery near Egmore (except that ground 

which belongs to the mettah custom 

house of the Sircar) 25-^ 

Perarabore near do ^im 

Poodoopawk do •« 105-/^ 

- — 

Pagodas 665f| 
Entered in the book 17, Bamazan in the 25th 

year of the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed 

Shah. 
2nd obant of libebtt to coik abcot rupees. 
TramlaU qf a Sunnud tinder the teal of NoM 

Saduialla Khan Bahauder, Subah of Arcot^ 

dated the Uh November 114%. 

** To the Mutasadas of the country of Chenna- 
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patnam and Sircar of Trippasoor, belonging to the 
Carnatic of Golcondah and to their successors. 

** Be it known unto all men that from the be- 
ginning of the year Fusly 1152, I have ordered a 
mint to be erected to coin pagodas and rupees in 
Chindadrepettah, belonging to Chinnapatnam ; and 
the same to be under the power of Mr. Benyon, Go- 
vernor of Chennapatnam for the Company. Where- 
fore do you let the said Governor have and enjoy 
for the Company all the customs that may arise in 
the said mint. Observe this as a strict taukeed 
and perform it accordingly, dated Bamazan 17 th, 
in the 25th year of the reign of the Great Mogul 
Mahomed Shah. 

Translate of the contents toritten on the hack of the 
foregoing Sunnud. Ordered that a mint may be 
erected in Chindadreepettab belonging to Chin- 
napatnam for coining pagodas and rupees, and 
it may be commenced from the beginning of 
the year Fusly 1152, and to be under the power 
of Mr. Benyon, Governor of Chennapatnam for 
the Company. 

" His Excellency's order by his hand-writing i$ 
to draw a Sunnud to the following purpose. 

That Andiappah Naick, Dubash of the Gover- 
nor of Chennapatnam represented that the Gover- 
nor desires liberty to erect a mint in Chindadi^e- 
pettah belonging to Chennapatnam for coining 
pagodas, rupees &c., and that we should free them 
from paying us the customs arising thereby, and 
let the samp be applied to the said Governor for 
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tlie Company ; a sannud b gmted for that pur- 
pose. 

Eatered m the Book 19th Moon Ramazan, in the 
S5th year of the rei^ of the Great Mogul Ma- 
homed Shah whidi is the 4th November 1742. 

3bP OEANT job LESaBNIKO DUTIX8. 

^ TramdmU qf a ComU yramieiky SaM Jfmkh 
mmd Syei Kkam, SmMk of Ami io Ommm Frnm- 
dartam, ^., wierekmUt ^ Gkimdndreepetidk Be* 
Umging to Chmmapatmam^ imied ihe Vlik amoa 
JKmoMM ta ike 2Stt yewr qf ike reifm qf ike 
Greai Mopd Makomed 8kak wkick u ike Uk 
Notember 1742. 

" Whereas you have petkioned me to firee yoa 
finom paying eostom in the country cm your im- 
portatioD -and exportation of all goods, drags, 
apices, broad dotltf , raw silk, silks, thread, grain 
fbc. fiom Chindadreepettah to Aroot, Pondic^erry 
and Poonamalee, and from those places to Chinda- 
dreepettah ; and to grant you a eowk for paymg 
custom at Egmore mettah in the country fk Poo- 
namalee ; 1 have accordingly considered and 
gratified you therein by this my Cowle as follows. 
For heavy goods you shall 

pay at Fans. 4^1^bag. 

TatNicco at „ 1 » bag. 

Coarse and fine thread ei- 
ther white, red or any 

other colour at „ -^ „ tiss. 

All drugs, physics, &c at „ 2| „ bag. 

Beetle leaves at „ \ « bag. 
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Cotton cloths of all sorts 

either fine or ordinary 

and of ail colours either 

white, red or blue at Pans, i y pautch 

Grain at „ 4| „ 10 oxl. 

Broad cloth fine or ordi- 
nary at „ 4\ „ pautch 

Silk cloths of all sorts at „ -^^^ „ pautch 

Kaw silk fine and ordi- 
nary .at „ 4^ ,, bag. 

" I do hereby appoint that custom shall be paid 
after the forementioned rates upon all goods that 
are carried from Chindadreepettah to Arcot, Nel- 
lore, L«ilapetta, Nagore, Nagapatam, Pondicherry, 
&c., and upon those that are brought from those 
places to Cbindadreepettah ; and that you are freed 
from paying any custom on the following parti- 
culars. 

" All bazar cloths which are brought by the 
Kycola weavers from Lettahpettah, Conjcveram, 
Pondicherry and other parts of the province to 
Cliindadrccpettah, to be sold in the market there» 
shall be freed from paying custom. 

" Butter, oil, milk, tire, herbs, greens, firewood, 
bratty, which are brought to be sold at the pettah, 
are freed from paying custom. 

" As I have thus granted you my Cowle you 
may freely bring divers sort of goods from all 
parts, and safely carry on your trade and com* 
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merce irithout any saspicioiL Dated the daj of 
the month and jear aboremeutioned.'* 

Jm aeeyuni of ike duties Uai have kUkerio beem 
paid lo ihe Moon om ike foUowi»g goods and 
brougkt to and carried from Ckimdadreepeitak^ 
wUk am account of duties to be paid keneetorMford 
as stipulated im tkeforegoiug finuau^ zis. 






sugar candy, leajl, tarns 

lin, beetle tiui. &c , .. ^« . 

Drugiy tpioeii, ph^ius 

Raw silk ., -. 

Tubaooo 

Beetle leaves................. 

Cotton cloths of all sort^ 

and colours............ 

Silk cloths of «11 sor^. 
Broad cloths fi^e and 

ordinary..,...,.,,. 

Cotton jam ordLu».ry atul 

fine iUid of any coWur. .. 
Grain „, ,., . 



r. IC. 



F. a 



50 
6 
10 
40 
30 



Toba 
paid 
now 






4 



40 

SI 20 
4) AO 

20 



per bag. 
do 
do 
do 
do 

per paatch. 

per piece. 

per visa. 
'do 10 ox loads 



An account of the duties that have hitherto been 
paid to the Moors on the following goods, 8m?. 
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brought to and carried from Chindadreepettah 
uow taken off by the foregoing firman, viz. 




R a 



Bfuar doths ot all s&tU^ . 

Butter... ., 

OIL-.,.,,. ...* 

Fii^e- wood, nm.ilL ..**,.,,.» . 

Straw,.. 

Milk,.... . , ........ 

Tire .» 

Bfatty* ,.-.... ,..*.H,... 

Otieeos.. ,„,.,„,,, .,.,.„, „ 
Otmrcnal .. .. ,.,. ,,. ..,.. 



per pnutcli 

do 
per buDdla 

do 

do 

pnt 
per ^eat pot 
per b^ket 

do 
40 per oxen ItuifU 



4tii Grant for Maintenance op Cuinda- 

DREPATTA PaGODA. 

" Translate of a Sunnnd under the seal of Nabob 
iSaduUlla Kkan, Bakauder, Subak of Arcot^ 
dated the Uh November 1742. 
" To Ihe Mutasadays of countries of Tripasore, &c. 
and Sircars of Tripasore, &c. belonging to the 
Carnatic of Golcondah and to their successors. 
" Be it known unto you, that I was lately in- 
formed that Cassawa Acharloo of Chindadree- 
pattah has nothing to subsist on, I do therefore 
grant unto the said Cassawa Acharloo a privilege 
of one adda of paddy per caUum produced in the 
said countries &c., and do hereby order you to let 
him have the said charity gift every year that he 

37 
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may maintain bisiflelf thereby, and always say bis 
prayers for the increase of the riches and prolong 
the life of his most sovereign Majesty the Great 
Mogul. Observe this as a strict taukeed, and 
perform it accordingly. Dated the 17th moon 
Kamawin in the 25th year of the reign of the Great 
Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

" TratulaU qfihe amtenii wrU om ike back of ike 
fbregoUff Stmmud. 

A privilege of one adda of paddy per callum 
produced in the countries of Tripasore, &c. and Sir- 
cars of Tripasore, &c. is granted to Cassawa 
Acharloo of Chindadreepattah as a charity gift. 

'* His Excellency's order by his handwriting is 
to draw out a sunnud to the following purpose. 

" That the said Cassawa Acharioo having pray- 
ed that a privilege of one adda of paddy per cal- 
lum produced in the countries of Tnpasore, &c. and 
Sircars of Tripasore, &c. may be granted to him as 
a charity gift, it is granted accordingly. 

Name^ of the countries where the aforesaid privi- 
lege is to be allowed, viz. 
Country of Tripasore. 

Do. Poonamallee Surcar of Tripasore. 
Do. Mannimongalum Surcar of Chingleput. 
Do. Pedapolhun Snrcar of Conjeveram. 
Do. Perambauck Surcar of Conjeveram. 
Entered in the book 17 th Kamazan in the 25 th 
year of the reign of the Great Mogul Muhomed 
Shah. 
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5th Grant, Village op Cabapauk. 

'' Translate of a Sunnud under ike seal of Nabob 
Sadutalla Khan^ Bdhauder, Soobah of Jrcoi^ 
dated ike 4,ih November 1742. 

To the Mutasadys of the Country of Foonamallee 
and Surcar of Tripasore, belonging to the Cama- 
tic of Golcandah and to Uieir sucoesaors. 

'* Be it known unto you. that I have granted a 
village, named Cadapaiik, situated near Mannailey 
in the Country before named (the produce of 
which is pagodas 100-^ per annum) to Andepa 
Naick, Dubash of Chennapatnam, as a present and 
charity gift ; and therefore do you deliver it unto 
his possession and let him enjoy the produce for 
ever from the year Fusly 1152. Observe this as a 
strict taukeed and perform it accordingly. Dated 
the 1 7 th Moon Ramaazan in the 25th year of the 
reign of the great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 
'* Translate qftke contents write on- the back of ike 

foregoing Sunnud. 

" A village named Cadapauk situated near Man* 
nalley in the country of Foonamallee and Surcar 
of Tripasore, which produce pagodas lOO-j^ per 
annum is granted to Andepa Naick, Dubash of 
Chennapatnam as a present and charity gift. 

*' His Excellency's order by his hand writing is 
to draw out a Sunnud to the following purpose. 

"That the said Andepa Naick requested to 
grant him the village named Cadapauk situated 
near Chindadreepattfdi as a present and charity 
gift which is granted to him accordingly. 
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One village produce ererr vcar — pagodas lOOyV 
" Entered ia the book lith moon Eamazan in the 

33th Tear of the leign of the Great Mogul 

Mahomed Shah. 

The alann excited bj the proceeding of the 
Mahnittas induced the Directors to send out an 
experienced Engineer officer named Knipe, to re- 
port upon the state of the fortification?, the result 
may be gathered firont the foUoving extracts. 

^' Momlay, t4th January, 1743. Major Charies 
Kuipe, having surveyed the fortifications of the 
Town ou the West siJe from Charles' point to 
Qucen^s point, delivers in a report thereof as 
entered hereafter.'' 
•' To the Honourable Richard Benyoa Esq., Presi- 

iknt and Governor and Co>uicd of Fort St. 

George. 

** In obedience to your Howmt's comwand, I 
have taken a survey of your city of Madraspatnam 
from Charles' point to the Queen's pcxnt bcin^ 
that part of the fortification as it is calktL whidi 
foces towanis the Island ; but I must take the li- 
berty to assure you it is no fortification at all, but 
rather an offensive than defensive wall to your 
garrison. Was it not for the support it has from 
the several out houses of the inhabitants which are 
all buiit a^nst it through the whole extent above 
mentioned it coidd not stand : nor was it more 
than sufficient for a garden wall when first erect- 
eti. As to the river thai runs by it that neither b 
any addition to the strenirth of your works, but 
rather a nuisance to the Town ; for 1 observe in 
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every part of it, it is continually forded at less than 
two feet deep. 

" The plan laid down for enlarging your city, 
and carr}'ing a new fortification across the Island 
from Charles' point to Queen's point abovemen- 
tioned, I have by your honor's direction very 
carefully examined, in regard to a foundation, by 
making small wells of considerable depth from the 
surface and by boring several foot deeper in the 
bottom of each of them through the whole extent 
of the intended fortification ; and find the soil is 
clay and sand, capable of sustaining any weight 
especially if assisted with a few wells under the 
foundation near the river side where it is a little 
spungy. As to the river I will engage to turn that 
quite off from your Town at a very small expense ; 
and supply its place with a much better fossee, 
by which the whole Island will be drained and be- 
come a very firm and solid tract of land. 

" This is humbly submitted to your Honours and 
the Gentlemen of the Council's consideration bv 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Charles Knife. 
Fort St. George, January 25, 1743." 
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liver twenty-four chests of silver to be coined into 
Arcot rupees, that they may be ready to send to the 
Bay by the first good conveyance that offers.'* 

How this financial operation worked will be seen 
by the next entries. We are much mistaken if 
they are not considered curious by our commerci- 
al readers. 

"Thursday, IQth February, 1743. The Import 
Warehouse-keeper ac(]^uaints the Board that several 
persons had been with him this morning to pur- 
chase Arcot rupees ; that they had not yet offered 
better than 315 per 100 pagodas, but possibly would 
very soon bid more, and therefore desired the di- 
rections of the Board ; who taking the same into 
consideration, and that even 315 is a very good 
price, that the turns in this business are very sud- 
den, and an opportunity of getting a better price 
may be lost by waiting till the Council can be got 
together : agreed that it be left to the Warehouse- 
keeper, with the consent of the President, to ne- 
gotiate the sale of one hundred thousand Arcot 
rupees upon the best terms he can ; designing 
to reserve the rest for the Bay : and therefore or- 
dered that the remainder of the bullion be deliver- 
ed to Linga Chetty, to the coined in the mint at 
the pettah upon the usual terms. 

"Thursday, 17th February, 1743. The Import 
Warehouse-keeper acquaints the Board, that in the 
afternoon of the 10th instant he was bid after 
the rate of 810 rupees for 100 pagodas, and by 
eight at night 305. At which rate with the con- 
sent of the President he disposed fi% thousand ; 
that the next morning the merchants offered to 
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take two luks at 300 ; which Win^ one hundml 
and fifty thonfuuid nion: than the last consnltation 
warranted the sale of, he immediately repaired to 
the President ; when upon considering together the 
great price that was ofiere^l for the nipees, and that 
the money laid out in gold mohurs would proiluce 
in the Bay upwards of one hundred and fifty Ar- 
cot rupees for one hundred pagodas, they did not 
doubt the Board would approve of the sale of the 
additional hundred and fifty thousand ; and, there- 
fore, he, the Warehouse-keeper, went immediately 
and stnick with the ^lerchants for the two lacs 
they wanted ; the rupees to be taken away in one 
month, and the pagodas to be paid down as the 
rupees are taken out of the Warehouse. The 
Board could not but approve of the bargain, nipees 
being this day at three hundred and sixteen, and 
no buyers." 

We must now turn back a few days in order to 
exhibit the progress of foreign affairs. It will be 
seen that the Nizam of the Dekkan was advan- 
cing into the Carnatic to settle the affairs of Arcot. 
But the extracts will explain themselves. 

" Saturday, 5tli Febniary, 1743. The President 
acquainted the Board, that by several letters 
from Wandewash, he is informed that it is taken 
much notice of, that we have made no com- 
pliment to the court there, upon the birth of 
the Nabob's brother ; (AH Dost Khan) and after 
some discourse about the state of affairs in the 
countn', the Board agree<l that the President 
might send to the amount of about six hundred 
pagodas including ohargt^s. 
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** The President at the same time acquainted the 
Board, that he believed there would soon be occa- 
sion to put the Company to a more considerably 
expense ; for that it was no longer doubted but 
Nizam-ul-Mulk would come to Arcot ; — in which 
case it would he necessary to send presents to him, 
and to his son Nazir Jung, suitable to their rank ; 
and as it is also to be supposed he will either con- 
firm the present Nabob or appoint another, in 
either of wiiich cases we must pay our compli- 
ments, — it was agreed that the Warehouse -keeper, 
assisted by Coja Petrus, look about the Town and 
purchase such things as they have reason to be- 
lieve will be acceptable upon the several occa- 
sions." 

"Thursday, 24th February, 1743. There be- 
ing some infoimatiou that Nizam-ul-Mulk, with 
his son Nazir Jung, have thought of coming dowa 
to the place ; — Ordered that the Warehouse- 
keeper lay in a quantity of &ue rice, horse gram, 
butter, and other provisions ; as likewise some 
Persian fruit, agreeable to what may be expected 
upon such an occasion ; and that he consult Coja 
Petrus and Hodjee Addee for the quantity of 
each sort. 

" Tuesday, Ist March, 1743. The Board them 
took into consideration to what amount it woul4 
be proper to send in presents to Arcot ; and Coja 
Petrus and Hodjee Addee attending, Coja Petrus 
produced a letter from Imaum Sahib ; who writes 
it would be necessary to send presents not only to 
Nizam-ul-Mulk, but also to his son Nazir Jung, 
and to Coja Abdulla Khan ; which last is at pie* 

38 
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whole are packed up and ready to set out to- 
morrow. 

" Agreed that 600 rupees, 200 pagodas in gold, 
and 200 pagodas in fanams, be delivered Mr. Eyre 
for paying batta to the peons and coolies on the 
road, and during their stay in the camp ; and that 
if more be wanted that he carry a letter of credit 
on Boocunjee Caushedoss. 

" Then a set of instructions was also read and 
agreed on as entered hereafter. 
•* To Messrs. Thomas Eyre, Samuel Harrison and 

John Holland, 
" Gentlemen, 

*' We have appointed you to attend the presents 
now sending to Arcot for Nizam-ul-Mulk, Nazir 
Jung, and Coja Abdulla Khan. The letters sent 
by you for them are mere letters of compliment, 
and to enclose the lists of presents sent to each. 

" Those lists must be framed at Arcot, agreea- 
ble to the directions of Imaum Sahib, to whom a 
list of the whole is sent to be divided as he thinks 
proper. 

" You will acquaint Imaum Sahib, that as you 
are entire strangers to the customs and ceremony 
to be observed at the durbar, you must rely upon 
his information and advice in those matters. He 
will doubtless tell you that at your first audience 
it will be proper for Mr. Eyre to present Nizam- 
ul-MuIk, &c. with some gold mohurs in the Go- 
vernor's name; and will telLyou the number, as 
well as how many each of the rest of the Gentle* 
men should present at the same time. 

** We suppose your audience will be but short. 
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the way, and desired also directions from hence 
how far to proceed. Which being taken into con- 
sideration, the President was desired to write Mr. 
Eyre to follow the camp, except he should receive 
directions from Imaum Sahib to the contrary." 

** Monday, 2nd May, 1743. Mr. Eyre arriving 
in Town last night from Nabob Nizam- uI-Mulk 
Asof Jah's camp, took his place again at the 
Board, and promised to deliver in the Diary and 
the particulars of the expenses of his journey to 
and reception at the camp, so soon as they can be 
copied out fair. 

Nizam-ul-Mulk, having sent a horse and Seer- 
paw for the President, which are lodged at St. 
Thome, it was proposed and agreed to receive the 
same to-morrow in the afternoon.*' 

DiABY OF OCCUBRENCES IN THE JoUBNEY TO 
TbICHINOPOLY with APBESENT ToNlZAM-UL- 

MuLK, Nazib Jung, and Coja Abdulla 

Khan. 

** March, 9th. Early this morning, mustered the 
coolies, and finding several had left us in the night, 
and that some parcels were not come ; wrote to 
Town for them, and for coolies in the room of those 
deserted ; for which we waited there till evening, 
and then sparing some from the palankeens &c. 
went fon^'ard to Conditore ; from whence wrote 
again for the peons and coolies wanting, and wait- 
ed for them all day ; wrote also for some broad 
cloth for presents to the Nabob's officers. 

*' , 11th. Late this morning arrived at 

Perimbadore. In the evening from Sunca Ramah's 
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clioultry, wrote to ail^i^tt' Imaum S:ibib that ve 
wen; riiiK-avuiirini; to rcarh ibt- romp as fast ai 
w<i could briii^ tht- j»n'M*iit^. 

" , 1 ilh. A Ik* lit u^mh arrived ni Conjpveraai, 

wliiTC Ilu^saixi ^.^iK^ ihr l*tji»u5Uar mine to seeu, 
and told u»tlir r..;!.}> wuf iiB itn niarrh, and Uiat 
their *va?» no Iik>h nifi m bwr n m ould niake any 
stay ; iluTi-f<rr ftdi*srd u* U' J\»lio« as fast as we 
could. AiU'T hiiiuu: C'.'»i Sviiii<- oxen, and mart 
coolies here, in iwai s.^ oiiicj^ also deitaled from 
thif* place ; in the e^mr.ii *«ii iorinird for Cboo* 
hiuihadec, and ilure rrvviiru jk.vk^ iran. ihr ^a- 
keel of the Sth, that ihr CJin-v ^ >** liw'-fi Pcmorinij 
from '1 rinoinalee to Maui.^'fwr:* 3^u: with 
iiop/.-s lliat it uji:;ht umit sourt- !«i> Ui:!ftui.*i,iui5^ 
Hc jud;:«rd it our dun T*-^ jtf.vw^ u^x si 

* * , 1 3 1 h . Wc* n t^ jcCi-iKv. J.c » iiiu .if mnrr 

arri v t-A at 'Ih vat . re. 

'.?^' '.'.!»:} '.If .I,*.:/ »o.i. hr «•«> ui*/»"*jiv*r V'f luiLJUIDtf 
3f.'^^.'.r ^rriiilirilir "ii li" ■»»: iit,i-,il, .nrx :)iu ffC SUT^ 
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•i4/» >.•' .1. ilrrriiTa tin; r.i --•..::>. «.« l*:;j nrr- 
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Oxen, till the afternoon ; arrived at Conjevaram, 
from whence we wrote to the Kiledar of Ginjee for 
leave to wait upon him. 

" , 16th. Arrived in Gingee at noon ; the 

Kiledar sent his Brahmin to welcome us, and with 
some provisions. In the evemng we visited the 
Kiledar, who received us kindly. At night twenty- 
two coolies deserted. 

" — , 1 7th. Sent the dubash with a present to 
the Kiledar of 9 yards scarlet, one piece of Aurora, 
and a chest of rosewater, as an acknowledgment 
for the assistances he had offered us. 

•* , 1 8th. Mr. Eyre observing that by the fre- 
quent occasions for taking up coolies, and the time 
and distance exceeding what was thought necessary 
when we left Madras, if we proceed we shall want 
money to pay the people. Agreed therefore that 
the dubash enquire where we may take it up for 
bills on "Fort St. George or Fort St. David, and let 
us know the rates. 

•* , 19th. Arrived a letter from the Honorable 

the Governor, acquainting that as the French have 
sent a present so far as Trichinopoly, he thinks it 
necessary that we should not fall short of them in 
respect, but proceed thither also. And the Kile- 
dar offering us about the value of 2000 Arcot ru- 
pees in Wolandore fanams for our bill on the De- 
puty Governor and Council of Fort St. David, pay- 
able to Kangapilla of Pondicherry, — agreed to ac- 
cept it, and pay the necessary advances to the 
coolies for Trichinopoly directly. 

" , 20th. Having now got a supply of oxen 

and coolies, the latter in room of those that left us 
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" , 24th. About one o'clock arrived at 

Toolore river ; the i)eople here abo too much over- 
come with heat to go on in the afternoon. 

" , 25th. In the morning got to Wolgunda- 

))uram, where in the afternoon came in Share Maho- 
mud Khan, Killidar of Tagagara, with some horse 
and peons from Imaum Sahib, as a further convoy 
for us. 

'* , 26th. Set forward at near noon, and to- 
wards sunset reached Octatore ; where hearing of 
some robberies and murder there the night before 
by the Callar people, kept as good a guard as we 
could all night. 

** , 27 th. Set out early this morning, and after 

a rest in the middle of the day, arrived at Mardoor, 
in view of the camp at sunset ; where the Nabob's 
Hircarras coming to enquire who we were, we sent 
to advise Imaum Sa)ub,that we were ready to come 
into camp to such place as he should appoint 
for us. 

*' , 28th. This morning paid and dispatched 

the Ginjce horsemen ; and in the afternoon went 
through the camp to the place assigned us ; and 
pitched all the tents that evening in view of Tri- 
chinopoly town, surrounded at some distance by 
ISizam's forces under the command of Coja Abdui- 
la Khan, Kajah Shandrasein, Kajah Janojee, Mcer 
Assud, and Shaik Lutfulla Khan. Sent our com- 
pliments, which were returned by Imaum Sahib, 
that he would come to us in the morning. 

" , 29th. Buckanjee Cossidas, the camp 

Shroff, coming to see us gave us advice as to ail'airs 
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tlie Governor's respect to bim ; and he bid us sit 
down ; and then honoured us with a great deal of 
free discourse on indifferent matters. Coffee was 
also served to us, with the honour of the fans. 
This being the first audience nothing was said of 
the present ; and in something more than an hour 
he gave us beetle, and we withdrew and returned 
to our tents ; where the Nabob and Imaum Sahib 
each sent us a dinner. In the afternoon received 
a list from Imaum Sahib of what goods he had 
assigned for the presents to the Nizam ; which we 
got unpacked and sorted out that night, and sent 
early next morning to the Nabob. 

*' , 31st, The goods being sent and opened 

at the Nabob's tents, went to wait on him at the dur- 
bar ; and that business being over the Nabob sent 
for us to a private tent, where the goods lay open* 
ed, and we were desired to sit. The Nabob observ- 
ed them very nearly, and took many of the parcels 
in hand, and said they were very good ; and, of 
the painted looking glass and some others ; that 
he would keep some himself, and send also some of 
them to the Mogul, and would tell him he had them 
of the Governor of Chennapatnam. Imaum Sahib, 
upon seeing that notice taken of them (which was 
not then interpreted us), got up and made his sa- 
lams. Coffee was served, and after about an hour's 
discourse we retired, 

" In the evening happened a very violent squall 
of wind and rain, which blew down some of the 
Nabob's tents and a great many others ; and ours 
were with much difficulty kept from falling which 
made us think it lucky that we had delivered the 
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other necessaries that were detained by some 
troubles on the road. 

" ,5th. Sent the dubash again to Imaum 

Sahib, desiring to know when we would present the 
(iovempr's letter to the Nabob. He answered there 
was no occasion to be in a hurry for it, that he 
would get an answer to it when we were ready to 
return ; and that he would take a fit opportunity to 
ask the Nabob's leave to visit Nazir Jung. 'I his 
day, being Tuesday, no durbar held, lleceived 
lists from Imaum Sahib of particulars for presents 
to be got ready against he should send for them. 

** -, 0th.' A 1 1 Oo*clock attended thedurbar,and 

was afterwai*ds called to the private tents as usual. 

** Imaum Sahii) moved for the Nabob's leave for 
us to visit Nazir Jung ; and presented a list of 
what designed for him. To which after some 
perusal the Nabob dismissed it by reserving him 
to another time. Retiring from thence, went with 
Imaum Sahib on a visit to Mahud Anwar Khan, 
where we were very kindly received. After a 
small stay there and receiving some atur, perfumes, 
and beetle, took leave and went home. 

" , 7th. Imaum Sahib, having so often put 

us off in our request to deliver the Nabob's letter, 
till it is grown so late that we begin to be doubtful 
whether he designs it shall be done or not ; and as 
we thought it odd that he did not call for it on the 
delivei-y of the presents it recommends ; it would 
be much more strange if we shoidd not deliver it 
at all. Agreed therefore that we attend the dur- 
bar this morning, and that Mr. Eyre take an op- 
jiortnnity to present it there. Accordingly, ranking 
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'* In the aftfsruooo tent to Inaum Stliib for 
leave to vifiit kim. He answered that we should 
sol come out in the heat, but that he would 
oomo to ns in the rvening ; when in a dis« 
course, chiefly tending to show the gnmdeur 
of the Nabob his master, he desired of ns the pro- 
per titles of our Goremor, for that they should be 
aupnrnted by the Nabob. He asked also what 
wouUl be apmiblf to the Goreraor thii the Na- 
bob should do for him ; and psrticalariy what tiI- 
la|PM he n'ould have pantAl. TVe rqibed w« had 
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•* Agreed to write and advise the Governor of 
that part of Imaiim Sahib's discourse regarding the 
villages and juncans. 

** , 8th. Early this morning Imaum Sahib 

c«ime according to appointment, attended with about 
150 horse and 100 foot, and by Monsr. Bosett (a 
Gentleman who carried the presents from the 
French) ; and we directly proceeded with them. 
On our arrival we were introduced to Coja Abdulla 
Khan's durbar ; and after some stay there, he 
came in and saluted us in the usual way ; 
and making our offerings in gold mohurs he 
seated us near him. We delivered the Gover- 
nor's letter, and his respects to him. Upon which 
he enquired his health, and made several kind pron 
fessious of a friendship for him ; and after about 
an hour's discourse, oi\ Imaum Sahib's telling him 
that some of the villages that were near us and in 
his Nabobship would be acceptable, he directly 
wrote a few lines in our favour to the Nabob, 
which Imaum Sahib took from him ; and then 
made apology that he was sorry he had not a 
warning to be better provided to receive us, but 
that he would send us for dinner such as he could 
get in the camp ; and then presenting us with 
Seerpaws, we acknowledged the honour done us, 
and withdrew to a tent he had ordered for that 
purpose ; but having sent one of ours, and seeing 
Imaum Sahib wanted that for himself, we desired 
him to get it excused that we made use of ours ; 
and inviting the French Gentleman to go with U9 
to our tent, we there received a dinner; also one 
from Coja Abdulla Khan ; and about an hour aAer 
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vardandoss, for which agreetl to give him a bill 
acconlingly, and payable to Eagoor Veitigoo Chet- 
ty of Madras. 

** , 12th. Iraaum Sahib went toCoja AbduUa 

Klian, and we waited at home for his returning. 

** 5 13th. Imaum Sahib being something 

indisposed on his return, had no opportunity to 
speak with him. 

** , 14th. Made our compliment« at the 

durbar, and seeing nothing done for ui we returned 
to our tents. 

" , 15th. Wrote a letter to Imaum Sahib, 

complaining that the death of several of our people, 
and the sickness of many others, so frightens the 
rest that tliey declare they cannot stay longer with 
us ; and that if so they would leave lis destitute of 
any way to get home. To entreat therefore that 
he will get our business done, and leave for our 
return. He wrote in answer that it should be 
done to-morrow, and that we might prepare to 
send away our things. 

*' In the afternoon Imaum Sahib sent each of 
us a seerpaw by hands of Sheer Mahmud Khan, 
Kilidar of Tagagara ; upon which Tashereifd the 
Kilidar with four yards of scarlet, and gave eleven 
rupees to his servants. 

** , 16th. Attended the Nabob at durbar; 

after a short stay there, he retired and sent for us to 
an inner tent, where we were served with coffee and 
the fans ; and after some discourse the Nabob told 
us that as he was always desirous to have our 
company, it could not be pleasing to him to think 
of our leaving him, but that as he was informed it 
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those also designed for Coja AbduUa Khau. And 
Iinaum Sahib having also said that (to save ua a 
great deal of trouble) if we sent the money for the 
durbar charges to him, he would see it properly, 
distributed ; we thankfully received that proposal 
and thinking 500 rupees as little as could serve 
for that purpose, we accordingly sent lum that sum 
to be so distributed. 

" In the evening received the Nabob's Seerpaw- 
for the Governor, made up in a bundle covered . 
with a white cloth ; as also a fine horse with a 
slight furniture upon him, which we ordered to be 
taken care of. 

" Hussan Khan Tahir, who has the manage- 
ment of affairs of Sahib Zadda, son of late deceased' 
Nabob of Arcot, having taken some notice of us 
in camp, — agreed it will be proper that we send \ 
the dubash to wait on him, and see if he has any 
commands for us to Madras* He returned our 
compliments, and desired his respects to the Go- 
vernor ; and after expressing a dissatisfaction at 
the slow success of Sahib Zaddas hopes for the 
succession to his fathers province, and with a per- 
son who had been officious to obstruct him in it, 
lie ordered a Seerpaw to the dubash and so dis- 
missed him. 

** Imaum Sahib, having said yesterday that we 
might send away our things early this morning ; 
and again that we should do well to proceed our- 
selves after them directly upon taking leave of the' 
Nabob ; and that he would get the sunnuds in- 
tended for us executed when in a few days Coja 
Abdulla Khaa would come to sec the Nabob and ; 
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" , 27tli. Set out for Fort St. George leaving 

Mr. Harrison considerably indisposed. 

" 29th. Receivin^'advice that Imaura Sahib 

had desired the horse and Seerpaw we have got 
with us from the Nabob may be lodged at St. 
'J home and that his son may carry it into Town. 

" May 1 st. Sent the horse and Seerpaw to be 
lodged with the Havildar of bt. Thome ; proceeded 
and arrived in Town and waited on the Governor 
in the evening." 



We turn ffom the events of this curious mis- 
sion from Madras to Trichinopoly, to note the 
progress of events within the walls of Fort St. 
George. The widow of the late Nabobj^Subder 
Ali, was still residing at Black Town ; but her 
son had been placed on the musnud at Arcot, and 
efforts had been made with some success to induce 
the Nizam to confirm the appointment. With this 
brief explanation, the reader will have no difficulty 
in understanding the following delicate application 
to Governor Beuyon for the loan of ten lakhs of 
rupees. 

•* Thursday, 19th May, 1743. The President 
acquainted the Board, that few days past he was 
informed that Meer Alliro, darogah to the late Na- 
bob's Lady, was come into Town with letters from 
Mahommad Hussan Khan Tahir, Budderdeen 
Ilussain Khan, and Mahommad Ally Sahib ; ac- 
quainting him (the President) that they had agreed 
upon the sum they were to pay Nizam- ul-Mulk 
for confirming Mahommud Sied Khan, the late 
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brouojht in by the servants belonging to the Moors ; 
(or besides what they conveyed into the women's 
palankeen and hackeries which could not be se>arch- 
e(i, they often run in parcels under the notion of 
provisions, fruit, and sweetmeats as presents sent 
them from the country ; that the farmers had 
catched several of the Moors servants in this last 
practice which they had brought to him, the Pre- 
sident, upon whose complaining thereof, their prin- 
cipals were very willing and desirous the betel and 
tobacco should be confiscated, but were not inclin- 
ed their servants should be otherwise punished ; 
and he could not visit upon it, without lessening 
the respect we had always endeavoured to show 
them ; and therefore as the profit was so great 
they the servants still continued to run it in, as 
they only run the risk of having it seized if they 
were catched, which considering the many oppor- 
tunities they have was not equal to the temptation 
of the profi't." 

In consequence of these losses an abatement of 
two months rent was made to the betel and tobac- 
co farmers. 

The following extract exhibit the final arrange- 
ment that was made between the English Govern- 
ment at Fort St. George and the Dutch Govern- 
ment at Negapatam respecting the delivering up of 
deserters on either side. 

" Friday, 29th July, 1743. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that a few days ago three of our 
soldiers,— namely Hard Wilson, John Robertson, 
and Thomas Murphen, — having deserted to Puli- 
cat, he thought it needless to trouble the Board 
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Town is already in the possession of foreigners, 
and that if they are permitted to purchase more, 
the inconveniences arising therefrom to the Eng- 
lish inhabitants may be very great. And for as 
much as such inconveniences may more easily be 
pre vented than removed or remedied when felt. 
It is agreed that the following prohibition be affix- 
ed at the gates of the Town in English, and the 
French, Dutch, Portuguese, and Armenian lan- 
guages. 

** Resolved and ordered that no foreigpaers or 
strangers, or any others than the natural subjects 
of the King of Great Britain, shall be permitted 
' from and after this time to purchase or inhabit 
any house or houses, godowns, or other buildings, 
within the walls of the White Town ; except only 
such as they have heretofore been permitted to 
purchase ; and that even those houses &c., shall 
not be sold again to, or inhabited by any other 
foreigners and strangers than such as are ah-eady 
possessed of them, without the permission of the 
President and Council of this place for the time 
being to that end first had and obtained.** 

About this time Trichinopoly was captured by 
the Nizam, as will be seen by the following entry. 

" Monday, 29th August, 1743. Imaum Sahib 
having advised the President of Nizam-ul-Mulk*8 
having taken Trichinopoly, he acquainted the 
Boanl that it will be proper to write a letter of 
congratulation upon the occasion, accompanied 
with fifty -one gold mohurs, which he is desired to 
comply \vith as he shall judge proper.** 

Erom the following entry it would seem that 
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it is agreed and ordered that the Justices do not 
attest or permit any mortgages of the nature of 
those above described, or of a like tendency to be 
registered." 

The following extracts are domestic, and will 
explain themselves. 

" Wednesday, 30th November, 1743. The 
long established pay to the Choultry dubash of 
eighty fanams per month, and an exemption from 
quit rent and scavenger's duty on his house having 
been reduced some years since to forty fanams per 
month ; and that exemption taken off, he has been 
obliged to set up a school for the further support 
of himself and a numerous family, by which he is 
much hindered from giving the proper attendance 
at the Choultry ; — it is therefore agreed that he be 
paid according to the former establishment, and 
that his house be struck out of the roll. 

" The President then acquainting the Board that 
application had sometime ago been made to him to 
procure an exemption from quit rent and scaven- 
ger's duty on a house and garden belonging to 
Muctum Sahib, the Nabob's chief mullah ; — -It is 
agreed that he be gratified therein, as the value is 
but a pagoda and a quarter per annum, and he 
may be of more service than equivalent." 

" Wednesday, 80th November, 1743. Petition 
of Mrs. Katharine Gyffoid read, setting forth that 
by unavoidable accidents and misfortunes she is 
reduced to the want of a subsistanoe, and the, 
necessity of praying some relief from the Honora- 
ble Company in whose service, she had lost a 
father and three husbands. Besides that the Board 
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jire fully satisfied of Mrs. Gytford's not having 
wherewith to subsist on, it is observable that 
when she was not in such indigent circumstances, 
she avoided puttinjij the Company to an expence 
of twenty-five pagodas a month, which was olFercd 
her in May 1721 ; and further that our Honor- 
able Masters were pleased not to disapprove the 
allowances made to the other unfortunate Anjengo 
widows at that time, as well as that, she is now 
here by their permission. It is agi'eed, therefore, 
to allow her fifteen pagodas per month till their 
pleasure shall b3 known ; and in our next letters 
to beg the favour of their orders how to act here- 
after in cases of the like nature." 

" Monday, 12th December, 1743. Antonha 
Carvalho, who has for many years inhabited the 
buildings, made by her great-grand-father John 
Pereira in the garden commonly called by his 
name ; which reverting to the Company was set 
apart for those iidiabitants to build on, whose houses 
had been pulled down on the approach of the 
Mahrattas in consultation of the 15th June 1741 ; 
— prays that in consideration of lier reduced 
circumstances, and the rent she paid for so many 
years whilst able, and even some years after she 
received anything by the produce of the garden, 
the Honorable Company will be pleiised to give her 
the said buildings for the support of herself and 
family. The Board having considered her request, 
did not think fit to alienate the Company's proper- 
ly in the said buildings ; but in compassion to her 
age and circumstances, and in consideration of the 
many years' rent she and her family had paid the 
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compariy ; — agreed to grant the possession of them 
to her, and her only daughter Josepha Maria Hosa 
de Silveira, during their lives, they keeping the 
same in repair and paying six fanams annually for 
scavenger's duty." 

Our next entry refers to foreign affairs. 

" Monday, 26th December, 1743. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
liaving left Trichinopoly in October last, and taken 
his route a considerable distance to the Westward 
of Arcot, where he is still encamped ; but not 
having yet absolutely settled the Government of 
his ])rovince, he has in the interim sent Coja 
Namah Tullah Khan, son of Coja Abdulla Khan, 
as superintendant of the province ; and w^ho the 
beginning of last week came to St. Thome with 
lOUO horse and 3000 foot, the rest of his forces 
being left at Arcot. Meer Assad came down with 
Coja Namah Tullah Khan, and made the President a 
visit on Wednesday last ; and Coja Namah Tullah 
Khan being so near, intimated his intention of send- 
ing a Seerpaw to thePresident, but which he had en- 
deavoured as far as he decently could to excuse the 
receiving of, urging that he was near his depar- 
ture and therefore wished that it might be deferred 
till Mr. Morse took the chair ; when in all likcliiiood 
there will be another Seerpaw sent, and the usual 
return must be made for it. But Coja Namah 
Tullah Khan, being soon to return to Arcot, insist- 
ed on sending one now ; and it was accordingly re- 
ceived on Saturday last with the usual ceremonies, 
as upon these occasions it is always customary, 
and expected that by it we should show our respect 
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flueaoe it carries with it will render it so like in its 
effects, that the President looks on it only as an 
artful attempt to inyade the Honorable Company's 
right of appointing who shall be Superior in £ccle- 
aiastical matters over the great number of our in- 
habitants of the Boman Catholic profession ; a 
priyilege necessary to the Company's honour and 
interests, and the welfare and g(X)d government of 
the Town ; and as occasions offered, so zealously 
Hudntained by our predecessors, and as often ap- 
proved by our Honorable Masters, that he there- 
fore recommends to the Board to consider of the 
steps proper to be taken on this affair. 

*' Our records being thereupon referred to, so 
many precedents appeared of the prerogative men- 
tioned by the English Government in cases of this 
nature, confirmed from England and confessed 
by the Fathers of this Boman Church ; that the 
Board having fully considered the nature and ten- 
dency of this matter : — Besolved and ordered, 
that an instrument be drawn out, appointing Padre 
Severini, Superior and Chief Pastor of the Church 
of St. Andrew in this Town, on the model of that 
given on a like occasion by the President and 
Council in February 1707. 

" That the same be translated into Latin to be 
signed by the Board ; and that an order also in 
Latin be delivered by the Secretary to Padre Sevc- 
rini, directing him to read or cause the said instru- 
ment of our induction to be read publicly in his 
Church on Sunday next, the Secretary being pre- 
sent. 

*' Agreed for several reasons that obviate ihem- 
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\elves, to separate the grounds of these our reso* 
lutions from our other more public adviees to our 
Honorable Masters by the " Ueathcote" now dis* 
patching.'' 

" Wednesday, 15th February, 1744. The Secre- 
tary acquaints the Board that pursuant to our 
order he had delivered to Father Severini, our in- 
strumental of induction, and order for publishing 
the same ; conformable to which he had by the 
Father's appointment attended at the Soman 
Church at 9 o'clock on Sunday morning last, where 
the said instrument was pubUcly read to the con- 
gregation by Father Banatus in the Latin and also 
in Portuguese," 

Our next extract illustrates the proceedings of 
the Niaam and the Mahrattas. 

** Wednesday, 16th February, 1744. The 
President acquaints the Board that the Shroffs 
have received advices from the country that matters 
are come to an accommodation between the Nizam 
and the Mahrattas, and that the latter were retired ; 
which seemed in some measure to be confirmed by 
the Shroffs and others sending back to Arcot the 
treasures they had brought in here within these few 
days ; wherefore he proposed, and it is agreed, to 
advise thereof to St Davids, that they mav go on 
with their business ; warning them at die same 
time to proceed with caution, as it is believed the 
Mahrattas have still some designs to recover Tri« 
chinopoly." 

The affairs at Arcot next engage our attention. 
" Monday, 5th March, 1 744. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that Goja Namah Futta Khan, 
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— who commands in the province in the plaee of 
fait father Coja AbduHa Khnn, the present nominal 
Nabob of Aroot, — had sent him a horse and Seer- 

Ew on his coming to the government ; and that 
found it was expected there should be a present 
made in return as is customary to a Nabob on such 
occasions. But that as the Nizam was returned 
into the province, and it is rumowred the Nabob- 
riiip of Arcot will soon be settled, be judged it 
might be proper to wait sometime ; that we might 
avoid the extraordinary charge of sending another 
present, in ease it shoukl not be confirmed on the 
same person." 

The following notice of a forcible attempt made 
by a Madras Shroif to recover a debt from an 
English merchant is very curious. It does not 
however reflect nrach honour on the creditor. 

'* Thursday, 8th March, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board that on Sunday last he receiv- 
ed a letter from Mr. Daniel BerriHum at St. 
Thomas' Mount, complaining of his having been 
insulted there by one Dialdoss, a Guzerat Shroff, 
and an inhabitant of this phice who had endeavour- 
ed, by the assistance of the Moor Havildar of St. 
Thomtf, to take him by force and carry him 
thither ; which being abo confirmed to him from 
other hands, he had sent out a party of peons to 
prevent it ; who bringing Dialdoss in with them 
he had ordered him into the custody of the Pedda 
Naick. The following are the circumstances of the 
affair. Mr. Berriman having borrowed 1000 
rupees of this Dialdoss, and the time for payment 
being elapsed, he, Dialdoss, had oAeu demanded 
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his money, and been put off by Mr. Berriman 
with promises of discharging it. Mr. Berriman 
going to the Mount, the other followed him thither, 
insisted on immediate payment, and would not be 
satisfied with Mr. Berriman's assurances that he 
would return to Town in two or three days and 
endeavour to pay him hb due. But on the con- 
trary, Dialdoss applied to the Uavildar of St. 
Thom^ for his assistance to oblige Mr. Berriman 
to an immediate payment, or to carry him to St. 
Thom^ ; promising the Havildar 250 rupees or a 
quarter part of the principal debt for Ids pains. 
Thereupon the Havildar sent a party of peons, 
who had laid hold of Mr. Berriman ; but on his 
drawing his sword they quitted him, and gave him 
an opportunity of getting into Mr. Barlow's gar- 
dens, and thence into his house, where he remained 
and advised the President from thence of the 
circumstances he was in. All that night the Moors 
peons continued about Mr. Barlow's doors, and 
were very noisy and insolent, but the next morning 
some of the English Gentlemen who happened to 
be there, having represented to Dialdoss the irre- 
gularity and ill consequences of such a proceeding, 
the Moor peons retired before the party sent from 
hence reached the Mount ; which last meeting with 
Dialdoss brought him into Town with them. 

" This behaviour of Dialdoss, carrying in it a 
high insult on the English government, and an 
absolute breach of the Honorable Company's order, 
and the long established rules of the pUoe, which 
prohibit any application being made by any of our 
inhabitants to the Moors or Gentoo officers, even 
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acquainted us with this message, and the Havildar 
being a relation of Nabob Coja Abdulla Khan, it 
was agreed to rest satisfied with this his submis"- 
sion ; but the President to let him know, that if he 
or any other Havildar of St. Thom^, shall here- 
after presume to concern himself in any matters 
respecting this government, we are determined to 
take our full satbfaction ; and that he or they will 
be answerable for all the consequences that may 
ensue thereon." 

We now enter upon interesting illustration of 
the relation between the English at Fort St. 
George and the Nisam of the Dekkan. 

" Thursday, 29th March, 1744. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that he had received a 
letter from Nizam-ul-Mulk, in which he mentions 
to have sent to this place, under charge of two of 
his officers, several parcels of goods ; desiring him 
to receive the same and forward them to Surat, be- 
ing designed for the Mogul's Court. With this 
letter came also one from Ck>ja Abdulla Khan, and 
another from Imaum Sahib, to the like purport. 

" The Board having taken the same into consi- 
deration, are of opinion that we ought by all means 
to avoid the taking the goods into our custody, in 
order to send them on to Surat ; since if any acci- 
dent should happen to them in the passage, and 
the Court be disappointed of them, they who are 
not conversant wiUi sea affairs, and the casualties 
of those conveyances, might-look upon the Honor- 
able Company as obliged to make good the loss, 
which might be rated at their pleasure and occa^ 
sion a large demand, and thereby involve this or 
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some other of the Company's settlements in dis- 
pute with the Mogul's officers, who would be 
under the absolute orders of their Sovereign, and 
obliged to the execution of them, though of a 
nature how ui\just soever. 

** That as this great person is yet in the pro- 
vince, and every officer in it subordinate to him 
and acting by liis orders, it is our business to en- 
deavour to keep far with him ; more especially as 
we have some favours to expect from him ; that 
therefore it may be proper for us to show a seem- 
ing willingness to comply with his request, but 
that we endeavour to shun every circumstance 
that may have a tendency to draw any ill conse- 
quence from that compliance ; and which we pre- 
sume may be done by representing to him the risk 
of all conveyances by sea ; and to concern our- 
selves no further than in giving his servant any as- 
sistance when an opportunity offers to the port of 
Surat ; and by leaving the whole management to 
them in the conducting them thither. That the 
goods be continued under charge of Imaum Sahib's 
people, to whom the officers had orders to deliver 
them ; and who were afterwards to procure the 
President's receipt, which we can by no means 
think it consistent with our duty to the company 
to take upon us tlie risk of.'* 

" Monday, 2nd April, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board, that agreeable to the advices 
from the country he communicated to us on the 
5th instant, he is since informed that the Nizam- 
ul-Mulk, being returned to a place in the province 
called Guudccottiih, about eight days' journey dia- 
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from Arcot, has fixed the appointments to 

r several Nabobships of Cundanore, Golcondah, 

Vrrapah and Arcot ; the last of which he had 

feitowed on Coja Abdnlla Khan. But he dying 

lie night he received his commission, the Nisam 

iiad conferred it on Anawardee Klhan,* another of 

*iiit offioers and late Nabob of Chicacoil ; a persoa 

k generally well esteemed and said to be very agree- 

< able to the people. That Mauvasi Khan, son of 

. thiB gentleinan. b nominated for Dewan ; and 

aome are of opinion Imaum Sahib will be made 

Bnxee ; that these persons are expected at Arcot 

in few dajB, and that the Nisam was preparing to 

ael out for Gblcondah. 

" Hereupon the President proceeded to remark 
that though the Nisam had expressed to the 
gentlemen when at the camp, a willingness to fa- 
vour the Company ; and seemed then very well dis- 
posed to grant them some mark of it ; yet we 
have hitherto received no satisfactory answer con- 
cerning a dustuck to pass the Company's goods, 
custom free; or the other matters we were in 
hopes of; which he believed must be owing either 
to the insufficiency of Imaum Sahib's interest with 
the Nisam, or to his want of attachment to our 
service. He therefore proposes, as the only means 
the Nisam's intended short stay in th^ parts 
has now left us, and the most likely to put an end 
to our suspence, to address himself to the Nisam 

* Thii Anawardoe Khan, better known as Anwar- 
odoan, was the ancestor of the late dynasty of Nabobs of 
the Camatic, and the father of the celebrated Mahom- 
medAlL 
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on the occasion, by a letter as copied hereafter ; 
which being read the Board unanimously agreed to 
Ihe proposed ; being in hopes that the Nizam will 
not fail of showing some regard to the President's 
letter ; or should it not at present meet with the 
desired success, that it may at least serve a further 
purpose, by opening a correspondence with the 
Kizam which may enable us hereafter to make our 
applications to him to more advantage. 

^Letter of Governor Morse to Nabob Nizam-uU 
Mulk Aeof Jah Bahauder Sepah Sautom, 

" Your Excellency's appearance in these parts 
the English looked upon as the most favourable 
circiunstanCe that would possibly hnppen to them ; 
that thereby they might have the great honour of 
paying their respects to you, and that you might 
be informed of the assistance they have of late 
years given on many occasions to the subjects of 
his Majesty, when the eommotions in the country 
rendered their lives as well as fortunes very unsafe 
without the walls of Chennapatnam. They per- 
suaded themselves that these services would be 
acceptable to your Excellency, and that they would 
entitle them to your favour and regard. Ihis they 
had the great pleasure to find by the reception and 
kind treatment the Gentlemen met with, when they 
had the honour of being in your presence at 
Trichinopoly. 

•* By the blessings of God the affairs of this 
province are now settled^ and your Excellency as 
I am informed on your departure from us ; before 
which I beg leave to hope your Excellency will 
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grant ns some mark of your favour, as sball be 
agreeable to your great wisdom and generosity. 
This will show the world your kind acceptation of 
our services to the Circar ; and is what I have 
waited for with the most earnest desire, and which 
I should nqt have doubted to have been honoured 
with before now, had the English been so fortunate 
as to have had an advocate to put your Excellency 
in mind of us, when matters of greater conse- 
quence would have admitted. Since I have failed 
in that point, I humbly presume to ask it myself 
of your Excellency ; whose goodness I shall entire* 
ly now rely on without any intercessor. This will 
be an addition to my happiness, as it will give me 
an opportunity of making this particular address 
to so great a personage as your Excellency, of 
whom I beg favourable ear to what I am now 
about to represent ; and that the English Company 
provide goods in several parts of this country, which 
is well known to be a very great advantage to the 
Circar, as well as the inhabitants ; and that these 
are brought at diiferent times to Chennapatnom 
and other places. The Jamadars of the country 
frequently stop them, and make unreasonable de- 
mands from us on this account. Though we have 
his Majesty's Eoyai firmaun for passing our goods 
custom free, to which a great regard is always paid 
in Bengal ; yet the Foujdars in this province have 
not shown the same but have always acted in 
opposition to the Hoyal order. I therefore, humbly 
entreat your Excellency would be so gracious to 
grant a dustuck ; that by virtue thereof the Eng- 
Esh Compiiny's gOQjds may be always freed frogi 
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paying any custom. This will strengthen and 
support us in asserting our right to the enjoyment 
of what his Majesty has so graciously favoured us 
with ; and I beg yonr Excellency would be pleased 
to send down your perwtona to the Governor of 
this province to the following effect : ' That in 

* consideration of the Boyal finnaun, and the ser- 

* vice done to the Circar by the Governor of Chen- 
' napatnam, I have freed the English Company 
' from pacing any custom on their goods which 

* they purchase in several parts of the country, and 
' carry to Chennapatnam and other settlements.* 

" May it please your Excellency, the intent of 
my mentioning the service to the Circar is, that 
the copy of the sunnud which you in your good- 
ness may favour mc with, will be sent to England 
to be laid before our Honourable Masters, who will 
be pleased with my behaviour in that respect, and, 
it will recommend me to them. 

** I further entreat your Excellency would be 

S leased to order one of the great persons, who is 
onoured with a seat in your noble presence, to re- 
ceive my addresses and oifer them to your Excel* 
lency, as the Cossaids can have no admittance 
there. 

" God preserve your Excellency many years in 
the highest felicity." 

"Monday, 23rd April, 1744. The President 
observes to the Board that Anawardee Khan being 
now fixed in the Government, we must think of 
preparing a present for him and the other ofiicera 
as usual ; and he hoped it might be so managed 
that the present now to be sent might serve as well 
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for the President's coming to the goyemment, as 
the change of the Subahships. That the amount 
be about 1200 pagodas to the Nabob ; his son the 
Dewan, and serpentow the Minister, to each one 
according to what has been usual ; and that the 
Warehouse-keeper, with the approval of the Presi- 
dent do procure such articles as will be most ac- 
ceptable to the Moors, that we have not already 
in our warehouse." 

From the following extract it would seem that 
the Roman Catholic Church oifered no opposition 
to the arrangements of the Government of Fort 
St. George. 

" Saturday, 28th April, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board, that Padree Eenatus had been 
with him, when he produced a commission from 
the Vicar General of the Order, received from 
France by the ships lately arrived at Pondicherry, 
to nominate him, the said Itenatus, to be head of 
the Mission in the Indies, in the place of Padre 
Tliomas deceased. But that as the Board had al* 
ready determined to continue Padre Severini to be 
Chief Pastor of the Church here, he should in no 
manner disobey our orders in that respect, but sub- 
mit entirely to them ; which the President had re- 
commended to him punctually to observe, that 
thereby peace and good order might be preserved 
amongst the Fathers of the Church.** 

The following extract from a general letter from 
the Court of Directors dated London, 10th March, 
1744, is the only announcement which we can find 
at this time respecting the Protestant Missionaries. 

" The Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
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ledge having represented, there are some vacancies 
by the removal of Missionaries on your coast, we 
have permitted the Kevd. !Mr. Klein and the Revd. 
Mr. Breithaupt to take passage upon this ship, in 
order to carry on that good work among the 
Indians. 

Samuel Feake k 
Membebs of Council." 

The following proceedings of the new Nabob as 
regards the mints may be interesting to some of 
our readers. 

** Saturday, 5th May, 1744. The President 
and Warehouse- keeper report to the Board, that 
they had eudeavoured to dispose of some silver 
agreeable to Order of Consultation of the 28th of 
Inst month ; but that they had found it impossible 
to do it on any tolerable terms owing to the country 
mints being all shut up by the Nabob's order, and 
all ShroiFs* business thereby at a full stand. Tiiat 
it is reported that the Nabob intends shortly to 
issue out orders for rupees of twelve penny weight 
line, to be only current hereafter in his Subahships ; 
and to suppress those that are so now on account 
of their being of so low a touch as two penny 
weight worse, which the minters have brought 
them to by tampering with the officers of the Circar 
for some time past. 

" The President also acquaints the Board that 
by his advices several of the minters from Cove- 
long, St. Thome and the other mints belonging to 
the Cirrar, had been to Arcot to represent to the 
Kabcb the great loss tluit was yearly sustained to 
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the Circar and them by the business done at our 
mint and that of Pondicheny ; in order to move the 
Nabob to put a stop to them, and to take away 
the chops for the Ajrcot Kupees ; but that he had 
given them no answer as yet, nor any ways in- 
terrupted us in our coinage or the French in 
theirs." 

About this period, the French at Pondicherry 
seemed inclined to interfere with the trade of the 
English. The following extracts will explain 
themselves. 

" Monday, 14th May, 1 744. The President ac- 
quaints the Board, that the merchants had been 
with him two days past, and produced letters from 
their people in the Weaving Towns, advising that 
some persons from the French had been there to 
procure musters of our several sorts of middling 
and ordinary cloths, and to enquire the prices ; 
and that they had given out as usual that a large 
quantity was wanted at Pondicherry. That there- 
upon he had ordered the merchants to send some 
persons inmiediately they could confide in, to know 
the truth, and what the French agents were about; 
that if they found any attempts were making to 
engage the weavers in their business, in prejudice 
of our Company, they should do their utmost to 
prevent it, which he thinks might be done with 
the less difficulty (unless the French should ad- 
vance on the prices) as these weavers had been en- 
tirely employed by our mercliants for several yeara; 
and he supposes the French coming into these 
parts for the ordinary sortments, to proceed from 
their being disappointed at Salem, from whence 
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and from Worriapollam, and Cbemanaickpollam, 
they have been supplied hitherto, and never before 
attempted any but fine cloths in these parts." 

" Monday, 2l8t May, 1 744. The Nabob has at 
length sent his Purwanna to the several mints of 
Circar, to coin Arcot Rupees of seven penny 
weight better than standard, and to be allowed 
twenty-seven per mill for the charge of coinage ; 
and that these rupees are to be the current stand- 
ard hereafter ; but the Shroffs not being satisfied 
with that touch, or paying twenty-seven per mill 
instead of seventeen as before, have hitherto re- 
fused to coin any rupees." 

" Monday, 28th May, 1 744. The President ac- 
quaints the Board that the persons whom the mer- 
chants had sent in to the country on notice of the 
French brokers being at the Weaving Towns, are 
returned with an account that the French brokers 
and weavers had several meetings ; and that seve- 
ral of the latter were inclined to engage with them, 
in order to get some ready money into their hands ; 
but that our brokers had represented to them that 
if they offered to do so they would immediately 
apply to the Havildars and oblige them to pay 
what they stood indebted ; that such a be- 
haviour was shameful in them who had for 
several years worked only for the English ; 
that if they desired a small advance of money, 
they should have it from them ; all which with 
the assistance of the Havildars had settled the 
matter in our favour ; and the Havildars had pro- 
mised on behalf of their people that unless the 
French advanced in our prices, they should not 
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carry away a piece of cloth from us ; but in thfit 
case, the weavers were poor people and must make 
the most of their time and labour. The same 
persons add that before they came away the French 
brokers had left the Towns. 

•* The President reads a letter he received yester- 
day from Anawarodeen Khan, our Nabob; in which 
be desires, to have silver to the amount of twenty 
thousai^d pagodas at the cheapest rate ; and that 
for the future he may be acquainted with what 
silver is imported in this place before sale is made 
of it. 

** The occasion of this letter, which we cannot 
but look upon as a very extraordinary one, wo 
imagine, must proceed from the Nabob's resent- 
luent at the shroffs' behaviour in endeavouring to 
thwart his designs in having the rupee coin re- 
stored to what it was some years past ; and there- 
fore to convince them of his being in earnest, he is 
now resolved to coin those rupees himself, to cir- 
culate in the province ; for which he now wants 
silver of us. 3ut as negotiations of this sort are 
new, and for which there is no precedent, and n^ay, 
if complied with, involve us, or those that succ^l 
to the affairs of this Presidency, in many troubles 
fmd vexatious disputes with the country govern- 
ment, and if once began in this instance may be 
very difficult to put a stop to ; that therefore we 
refer him to the merchants of this place, for what 
silver he may have occasion for now and in future, 
which the Nabobs of Arcot have hitherto done by 
their servants or persons residing in this place ; 
and that we further represent to him, an answer 
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to that part of his letter in which he desires to be 
informed of what silver is imported here before it 
is sold, that it would be the cause of delay in busi* 
ncss, and might greatly detriment the person who 
has any to dispose of. This we hope will satisfy 
him, and it is probable the shroffs will now make 
their peace with him, and submit to his will iu 
this matter ; and that he will then drop the de- 
sign of coining himself. But however that be, 
that we by no means consent to the establishing 
any such custom or usage in the place of a tend- 
ency so prejudicial to the interest of it. the well 
carrying on of business, and against the freedom 
of trade allowed to every one here ; that whilst we 
have the orders and authority of the Honorable 
Company to support us, we are determined not to 
give up the least point, wherein the general wel- 
fare is concerned at the instance of any one whom- 
soever. 

" An answer to the Nabob's letter being here- 
upon prepared by the President is now read and 
approved of, copy of which is entered hereafter." 
** To Nabob jinatoarodeen Khan Bahauder, 
" I have received your Excellency's letter, and 
observe the contents. As to the silver you have 
occasion for, ] have enquired among the Mer- 
chants, and find that your Excellency by sending 
your servants may readily be supplied by them 
with the quantity you write for at the market 
price ; and they will have all the assistance in 
my power when they come here for that purpose, 
as I take great pleasure in obliging your Ex- 
cellencv. 
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" As to what you are pleased to mention about 
first advising before any silver is sold, I beg leave 
to represent to your Excellency that such a method 
would very much impede the business of this place, 
and often greatly detriment the Merchant who 
brings silver here ; as sometimes his stay is not 
more than three or four days in his way to 
other parts, and therefore his affairs will not 
permit him to lose any time in exchanging his 
money. As your ExoeUency will, I presume, ac- 
cording to ancient custom, have some Merchants 
to reside here to act for your Excellency in the 
Circar business ; they wiU always be in the way 
of purchasing any sUver, in like manner as the 
other persons employed in such negotiation here, 
and when recommended by you will be entitled to a 
particular regard. What can I say more P" 

The following announcement is simple enough, 
but it was one pregnant of importance for India. 

•* Thursday, 31st May, 1744. About seven this 
evening anchored in our road the Honorable 
Company's ship ** Winchoster," Captain Gabrial 
Steward from England, last from the coast of 
Brazil.'' On board this ship was a young man 
destined to found the British Empire in the East. 
His name was Eobebt Clive. The voyage had 
been a long one, for the freshest letter she brought 
from the Court of Directors was dated 2nd March 
1742. 

The following illustrations of the progress of af- 
fairs at Arcot require no explanation. 

" Saturday, 3rd June, 1744. Tlie President 
acquaints the Board that he had been informed 



341 lasToiT OP MiPEAs. imu 

from Arcot, that the Nabob on the receipt of the 
President's letter on the affair of the silver seemed 
well satisfied to have that business go on in the 
tame method as formerly ; and that his head Shroff 
there had since appointed some persons here to 
transact all such as related to the Circar ; which 
we hope will prevent auy applications of that nature 
to us in future." 

" Monday, 1 1th June, 1 744. The present Nabob 
being as yet a stranger to most of the affairs of 
the province, and more especially to those relating 
to the European nations ; and as there may be 
persons about him who from interest, or some other 
-views, may represent to him things to our preja<> 
dice in many respects, at his first entering on hia 
government and before he may be rightly informed 
of tlie real matters of fact ; the President proposes 
to the Board, that as we are noi¥ sending a present 
to him as usual on his accession, we desire of Hod- 
jee Addee to accompany it ; and that he make use 
of this opportunity to discourse with the Nabob on 
such matters as may give him a knowledge of whai 
most concerns our interest and the establishing a 
good opinion of us with him ; as well as with hk 
Dewan in whom he places an entire confidence and 
who executes his orders in general ; the Nabob's 
age of eighty-five years not permitting him to do 
much himself. By these means we may hope to 
baffle any sinister designs intended against us ; ai 
well as prevent the Nabob's receiving any impres« 
sions to our prqudice ; and as this gentleman 
Hodjee Addee is esteemed a person of an extraor- 
dinary good capacity and address, and we have all 
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the reason to believe him perfectly devoted to ui , 
that he may be very serviceable to us, and the 
sending him may answer very good purposes ; 
which being the opinion of the Board, the Presi- 
dent is desired to ask this favour of Hodjee 
Addee." 

Another tragedy was carried out this year at 
Arcot. We have aLready noticed the murder of 
Subder Ali ; we have now to note the murder of his 
son. 

"Tuesday, 26th June, 1744. The President 
acquaints the Board that he had yesterday re- 
ceived an account from Arcot that on the 23rd 
instant the son of our late Nabob Suder Ali Khan, 
named Sahib Judda, was murdered there with 
some others of his relations and family by Edel 
Khan, a Patau, at the instigation of Mortez Ali 
Khan, the same person, who had killed the father 
in October 1742. That Mortez Ali had promised 
this Patau and some others, a lac of Rupees to de- 
stroy the Nabob, and another lac for doing the 
same to Sahib Judda, and four more ; and by put- 
ting these persons out of the way he expected to 
have had it in his power to seize the government, 
and by sums of money to get it confirmed to him. 
The mosque was the place pitched on to put their 
design in execution against the Nabob. They had 
waited eleven days in expectation of seeing him 
there, but an indisposition had kept him from 
going : and the 22nd which was Friday when they 
perform service at the mosque he purposed to 
have gone, but having ordered our people to at- 
tend him that morning with the present, he was 
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ao curious as to open and look on every article, 
which took up two hours ; and after our people 
were dismissed he sent to know if the service of 
the mosque was over, and word being brought 
that it was, he retired to his chamber, and provi- 
dentially escaped from the wicked design formed 
against his life. The Vatan and eleven of bis 
companions were cut off immediately and two 
more executed one of whom confessed the whole 
affair, and had the obligation about him signed 
and sealed by Mortez Ali Khan, for the payment 
of the two lacs on their performing the above 
conditions. 

" The Nabob hereupon sent for his son from 
Trichinopoly and doubled the guard at Arcot ; 
and it is said is preparing to go against Yellore 
Fort, where Mortez Ali Khan is at present in 
order to bring him to justice.'* 
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CHAPTER XLVIir. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. NICHOLAS MORSE.' 
CQmtinuedJ 

1744—45. 

On the 21st March, 1744, King George II. 
declared war against France, and on the 5 th Sep- 
tember the news reached Fort St. George. This 
event will sufficiently explain the following ex- 
tracts. 

" Saturday, 8th September, 1744. Agreed to 
advise the Gentlemen at the three Northern settle- 
ments, of war being declared with France ; to 
caution them to be upon their guard, and to take 
the most efifectual means for securing the Honora- 
ble Company's effects in case of any attempts 
from the enemy. 

" For the more ready communicating any ad- 
vices between us and Bengal during the war, it is 
agreed to place Tappy peons at the distance of 
about three Grentoo miles between this place and 
Masulipatam ; to order Mr. Hallyburton to do the 
same from thence to Maddepollam ; as Mr. 
Sanders from Maddepollam to Ingeram ; and the 
Gentleman at Yizagapatam from thence to In- 
geram Southward, and to Ganjam Northward. 
To wliich last place it is agreed to desire the Gen- 
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tleraen in Bengal to place others as we arc inform- 
ed was practised in the last war.** 

This month is also marked by the circumstance 
that Robert Clive, writer, drew his first quarter's 
pay of £l 5s. ; he being in the receipt of the 
magnificent salary of £5 per annum. 

Our next extract illustrates a curious bit of 
honesty as regards the payment of the Town rent 
of 1200 pagodas to the Nabob Anawarodeen Khan. 

•* Tuesday, 25th September, 1744. The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board, that on some reference 
he had occasion a few days ago to make to the 
general books, he observed that the Town rent had 
not been paid for the year ending the 3Uth June 
1743 ; and found upon inquiry that the same had 
not been demanded in the time of Mr. Benyon. 
From whence he was induced to think the late 
frequent changes in the Nabobship might have ocr- 
easioned it to be forgotten ; and he had therefore 
designed to propose to the Board whether the 
province being now more settled, it might not have 
a very good elfect on the minds of the governing 
powers, with regard both to our Honorable 
Master's aflairs as well as their reputations and 
our own, if we should at a proper time remind 
them of the omission, and otfer payment of tha^ 
year's rent. ]iut that such his design was ren- 
dered abortive by the demand made of it yester- 
day : when he found tliat it had not escaped at- 
tention as above, but that the reason of our pre- 
sent Nabob's not demanding it with the last year's, 
was its being due to Coja Namah Tulla Khan's 
Jiiggier ; and that the death of his father had oc- 
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casioned its lying so long: undemandetl. Ordered 
that 1200 pagodas be paid out of cash." 

Towards the end of the year the attempts of 
the Mahrattas to recover Trichinopoly from the 
Nizam were beginning to excite alarm, as will be 
seen by the following extract. 

"Monday, 10th December, 1744. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that he has received ad- 
vice fram the Country that upon the repeated re* 
ports of the design of the Mahrattas to invade 
this and the adjacent provinces, our Nabob set 
out some days pa^t to join his forces with those 
of the other Subahs of Corrapa and Cundanore, 
to oppose the Mahrattas ; and that they are to be 
further assisted by a detachment from Nizam's 
army, which was already set out under the com- 
mand of Syed Luskar Khan to meet the others at 
the passes. But the same advices imported also, 
that messengers have been dispatched from the 
United Subnhs to offer the Mahrattas a pretty 
large sum of money ; which it was judged by most 
people would be preferred by the King of Sattara 
(Sahoo Eajah) to the uncertain chance of a battle 
with the combined forces of those Subahs." 

On the opening of the new year, a squadron of 
Englishmen-of-war was already on its way to the 
Coast of Coromandel. The extracts will explain 
themselves as they almost entirely refer to the pre- 
parations for defence, and to the communications 
which passed between Fort St. George and the 
Nabob. 

" Tuesday, 18th January, 1745. The Presi- 
dent produces to the Board a letter, which being 
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opened and read, was found to be from the Secret 
Committee, bearing date the 18th April last, ad- 
vising of some of his Majesty's ships of war being 
intended for these parts, and ordering us to supph^ 
the Captains with what money they may want for 
stores and provisions, and directing the rate of the 
exchange. 

" The I'resident then told the Board that the said 
letter was forwarded to him from Tranquebar, and 
came enclosed in one from Captain Edward Peyton, 
Commander of his Majesty's ship the " Medway," 
wherein he advised him of his leaving Madagascar 
in October, in company with Commodore Bamei 
in the " Deptford" and the " Preston ;" and that 
on his arrival at Acheen the 23rd November in 
company with the ** Dolphin," he found lying 
there, the " Favouritte," a French company's ship 
of fifty guns, of which he made prize ; that on 
their leaving Acheen on the 14th December, they 
had taken the ship with them on their cruise, with 
the French Captain, his son, and the Purser ; but 
that they had released the rest of the ship's com- 
pany, being about one hundred and sixty men, on 
their parole not to bear arms against the King of 
Great Britain or his subjects for six months, and 
that the said men were come over on the Danes* 
ship to Tranquebar. 

" That we may not be unprepared to comply 
with the commands of the Secret Committee in 
case of any of his Majesty's ships coming to this 
port, it is agreed and ordered tliat the Paymaster 
set about procuring a quantity of oxen and hogs ; 
and to request of the Gentlemen of Bombay to 
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supply us with about eight hundred or a thousand 
bc^s of Jamboosier wheat, which we believe will 
be a more acceptable and proper food for their 
men than rice. 

** It being also considered that it will be much 
more convenient to have some place ready for the 
reception of the sick men that may come ashore 
from His Msgesty's ships, than to mix them with 
those of the garrison ; besides that the accom- 
modations of an hospital are too confined even for 
our own people ; it is agreed and ordered that the 
Paymaster, accompanied by the surgeons, do 
survey the granary on the Island, and report to 
the Board whether it may not be made to serve 
that purpose. Ordered also that the Paymaster 
get provided a quantity of hospital clothing, with 
cots, and other things necessary for the sick men." 

Meantime, as will be seen by the following 
extract, the Mahrattas are stiU causing great 
dlorro. 

•• Friday, 4th January, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has this morning re- 
ceived advice from the country, that an army of 
Mahrattasconsisting of 70,000 horse were advanced 
within four days' march of the Kiatna ; and that 
the King of Sattara (Sahoo Bajah) refusing the 
offers hitherto made by Nizam and the several 
Nabobs, demanded also Trichinopoly to be restor- 
ed to him, besides the usual chout ; the former of 
which having been refused them, it is apprehended 
they will endeavour to possess themselves of it by 
force of arms. 

« As it is not unlikely the Mahrattas will take 
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ill convenience offerinjif in objection ; it is agreed 
to accept them, but with this proviso ; that it shall 
not be understood to restrain any other persons who 
may be willing to supply his Majesty's ships with 
better provisions or on cheaper terms ; and the 
Paymaster is accordingly ordered to advance them 
one thousand pagodas^ including therein the 
amount of the live cattle he has provided in con- 
sequence of our resolution of the 1st of January ; 
which he is likewise ordered to deliver them, taking 
their bond for the same with sufficient security for 
the repayment by the 1st of October next." 

"Monday, 4th March, 1745. The President 
produces to the Board a letter in its translate he 
received from the Nabob the 2nd instant ; which 
being read is ordered to be entered hereafter for our 
Honorable Master's notice ; but for the remarks 
it is liable it is thought proper to suspend them 
till we write next to England." 

Trom Nabob Jnawarodeen KJian Bahadur, Subah of 

Hie Province at Madegiry near Baitsawapalam, 

received March 2nd 1745. 

** I am informed that there has been war declar- 
ed between the Kings of England and France, by 
which means your Honor and the Governor of 
Pondicherry are likely to have disturbances with 
each other. But as the seaport towns belong to 
the Great Mogul, it is by no means proper that you 
and the French should quarrel and have disputes 
together there. There have been lately some dis- 
turbances in Bengal on account of the Germans ; 
but it is veiy improper to have commotions raised 
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in the sea-ports of Ilindoostan which belong to his 
most sovereign Majesty the Great Mogul, and 
where nothing of this nature has ever been suffer- 
ed. I must now advise you, therefore, that it will 
upon all accounts be best for both nations to live 
in peace and friendship with each other ; and when 
your Europe ships arrive near the sea-ports to act 
hostilities, you will lay your positive orders on 
them not to fight there, for the end of these things 
will not be good. 

" By God Almighty's grace, Ballajee Naick has 
been entirely defeated by the Mahomedan army, 
and run away out of their sight. But our army 
is in pursuit of the enemy, and by the blessing of 
God matters will be accommodated in a short time. 
"What can I say more ?*' 

" Monday, llth March, 1745. The President 
acquaiuts the Board, that there is advice come in 
from the country of the Nabobs having had another 
engagement with the Mahrattas, in which a son- 
in-law of Ballnjee Naick, the Mahratta General, 
was taken prisoner. Notwithstanding which, by 
the best intelligence he can get of the Mahratta's 
designs, they arc still determined on the retaking 
of Trichinopoly ; and it is believed will take their 
rout thither through the Biddnnore countiy ; in 
which case it is to be hoped the cloth towns of 
Worriarpollam and Chemannickpollam, and the 
parts adjacent to Fort St. David, will escape their 
ravages." 

" Monday, 25th March, 1745. The President 
lays before the Board a letter he received yesterday 
from Nabob Anawarodeen Khan ; in which he men- 
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tions that having heard of the wars breaking out 
in Europe between the English and French na- 
tions, wliich might occasion some interruption to 
the trade of the Mogul subjects, he Imd therefore 
thought fit to grant the Moguls colom-s and his 
passes to the native subjects, as also to strangers ; 
strictly forbidding any molestation to be offered to 
ships with such pass-ports and colours ; other^^ise 
that the aggressors must be answerable for any 
loss sustained. 

"Upon which the Board observed that the 
French had, since the capture of the " Favoritte»" 
been endeavouring to amuse the Nabob and his 
officers, that it had been their desire to promote 
pacific measures ; and on the other side to repre- 
sent us as the disturbers of the tranquility ia 
India. That the ship they sent to Mocha in Janu- 
ary had the Nabob's pass and colours, obtained as 
we may suppose with a design to embarrass us 
with the government ; in case of her being taken 
by the men of war : since they must know they 
could not be a protection to that ship. That it 
appears to us, the Nabob is unacquainted with the 
laws and customs of European nations in such 
cases ; or he must have judged it of little purpose 
to send orders of this nature, for restraining the 
shipping of our nation from acting offensively in 
the seas he mentions, notwithstanding the pass and 
colours granted by the Moors ; which therefore we 
think proper to represent to him, that he may not 
take it LU when any accidents of this kind happen, 
and that he may be assured our ships are only act- 
ing conformable to what the laws and customs of 
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European nations have made a rule for their con- 
duct on such occasions." 

" Agreed tliat an answer be drawn up to the 
above mentioned pui*pose to be sent to the Nabob ; 
and that Hodjce Addee be desired to explain to 
him more fully these matters, the better to satisfy 
him in this point, and to prevent any designs of 
ther French to our prejudice ; persons in his post 
being generally too apt to expect an implicit obedi- 
ence to their orders, which the nature of this case 
will not admit." 

"Monday, 15th April, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board, that on his receiving advice 
late last nij^ht of the Mahrattas having plundered 
some of the towns on this side of Arcot, he had 
this morning ordered all the cloths in from the 
Washing towns, which is approved." 

"Monday, J 5th April, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that he had received advice 
this morning, that an army of 150,000 Mahrattas 
had passed by Ganjam in their march Northward 
towards Bengal." 

"Monday, 28 th April, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that by a Dutch ship lately 
arrived on this coast from Batavia, it is reported 
that Commodore Barnet had taken the tliree 
French homeward bound China ships, as the 
" Winchelsea" Privat^r had the " St. Benoit" ano- 
ther French ship, bound from China for the Is- 
lands ; and that this ship left at Batavia, the 
Commodore the Lord Northesk, the " Winchel- 
sea" Privateer, and her consort, with their above- 
mentioned prizes ; and our Honorable Masters' 
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ships " Wager" and " Porto Bello.'* The " Med- 
way" and " Dolphin" had not then joined the 
Commodore." 

" Monday, 13th May, 1745. ITie President 
acquaints the Board that on account of the Na- 
bob's absence from Arcot, and for some other 
reasons, Hodjee Addee had advised him to defer 
the sending away the answer to the Nabob's letter 
he produced to us the 25 th of March ; but that it 
being now thought proper to send it, the same is 
' rend and approved and the said letter and answer 
ordered to be copied hereafter." 

" To His Excellency Nabob Anawarodeen KJuin 
Bahauder, May ike UtA 1745. 

" I received your Excellency's perwanna, in 
which you are pleased to mention that as there is 
war commenced between the English and French 
nation, that you had in order to prevent any mo- 
lestation happening to the ships belonging to the 
subjects of His Most Excellent Majesty the Great 
Mogul empowered Hodjee Abdul Hadee, Foujdar 
of Mylapoor, to deliver out passes in your name 
to the subjects of his said majesty, as well as to 
strangers ; and also to wear the Moors colours in 
their voyages to and fro in the several ports of 
India. By virtue of which you are pleased to di- 
rect that they are not to be interrupted in their 
voyages ; and if they should be that the persons 
so offending will be liable to your displeasure. To 
which with all respect I beg leave to say, that the 
amity that subsists between the high and mighty 
Emperor the Great Mogul, and his Majesty of 
England, will not permit the English subjects to 
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offer any violence or acts of hostility to the ships 
belonginjj; to the subjects of the ^-eat Mogul. May 
it please your Excellency, that sometimes differ-, 
enoes arise between the several princes in Europe, 
as particularly there is now between tlie English 
and French ; in which case if the French make 
use in their trade of the Moors colours and passes, 
pretending thereby that they belong to the sub- 
jects of the Great Mogul : the English Command- 
ers will notwithstanding make prizes of such ships 
as will the French do the same to the English on 
the like occasions, should they also have the Moors 
passes or colours. Your Excellency will be as- 
sured that in these matters each nation acts agree- 
able to their laws and in obedience to the orders 
of their respective Sovereigns. What can I say 
more?" 

"Tuesday, 4th June, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board he has received intelligence 
that the French at Pondicherry are making great 
preparations to act offensively, as well as defen- 
sively ; and that they expect a number of men 
Arom the Islands which may put them upon some 
enterprise ; that their neighbourhood to Fort St. 
David, and the uncertainty of his Majesty's squa- 
dron coming on the coast to give us any assis- 
tance for some time, being considered ; as also 
that the success of the latter to the Eastward may 
probably excite the enemy's resentment ; and Fort 
St. David from its nearness, and the quantity of 
cloth lying there embaled, not improbably become 
their first object : - He therefore proposes to the 
consideration of the Board, whether it may not be 
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a means to abate the enemy's hopes, and render 
them less forward to undertake any thing against 
Fort St. David, to get all the cloth away from 
tlience we can. The Board being of opinion with 
the President, that the getting the cloth from St. 
David may check the enemy's designs, if they have 
formed any against that place ; it is agreed to 
take up the " Success Gaily" for that service and 
to order the " Mermaid" to accompany her." 

" Monday, 10th June, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board that lie has called us together 
at this time, to communicate two letters he has 
received to-day ; one sent by Mr. Hinde to Cap- 
tain Barton by a catamaran, which not meeting 
with him had brought it hither ; the other from 
Mr. Hinde to himself, and brought in by peons ; 
on the receipt whereof he had appointed this 
meeting. 

•* The said letters being read, purported as 
follows : 

** Captain Barton, 

"Sir, — Having just now received advice from 
Pondicherry, that the French are sending off am- 
munition, and manning a large number of boats 
with Europeans on some secret expedition ; I 
thought proper to send you this advice by a cata- 
maran dispatched on purpose ; that you may keep 
constantly on your guard, and not permit any 
boats to come near you, and particularly in the 
night time that you may keep a good look out. 
There is reported to be in company with these 
boats, a sloop carrying Danish colours. If this 
Iptter meets you (as I hope it will) when you have 
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perused it^ please to forwaxd it by the same catn- 
iiiaran to the GDvernnr of Mndrai- 
I am. 
Sir, 
Your Most Humble Servant, 

JoiIK HlNDR.** 

Port St. David, Btli June, 1745/' 

" The President added, that believin|2f the Board 
would think it proper ou this tidvice thnt the in- 
babitants ehoidd be in I'endincBs upon nuy alarm ; 
be hud cousin d them to bo summoned into tha 
Fort thia aftfrnooTij where he had ordered arms to 
be really to be delivered them»" 

•' Monday, luth June, IHE, The inhabitants 
Imin^ then called in, the IVaideut aec(uaiiit<jd them 
with his purpose in summoning^ them, and that 
they would find arms prepared for them below in 
the Fort ; which tbev should ean^v home to their 
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from the several Poligars round U8 ; those to be 
had in Town being not likely to be of any ser- 
vice/* 

" Wednesday, 3rd July, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board with his having received a 
letter this morning from Commodore Barnet of 
the 26th June ; who writes him that lie has been 
cruizing off the Fryar's Hood near a month, with- 
out seeing any shipping in that time, except the 
Danes ship by which he* sent that letter, and that 
the ' Lively' man-of-wnr had joined him the 8th 
April at Batavia. 

** The Commodore having also intimated to the 
President his intention to send some of his squii- 
dron shortly to Fort St. David, it is agreed to dis- 
patch the * Mermaid* thither this evening, with as 
much of the Bengal flour, and biscuit, and Surat 
wheat, as she can take in, directing the Deputy 
Governor and Coimcil to set their bakers to work 
to grind the wheat into flour, and to return the 
• Mermaid' to us with what bales they have ready." 

" Monday, 8th July, 1745. As the arrival of 
Commodore Barnet's squadron in the neighbor- 
hood, will probably deter the French frum the 
thoughts of any enterprise ; it is agreed to discon- 
tinue the expense of the Poligar peons we thought 
proper to entertain the 10th of last month." 

" Monday. Bth August, 1745. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has intelligence given 
him that the French at Pondicherry are frequently 
Bending letters to the Nabob, and employing their 
agents at Arcot, to complain against the English 
for having taken a ship under Moors colours and 
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\u\^\ ami fur beini; the dt^stroycrs of the trade, of 
l»»c Mo'^uPh »ul>jtTts oil this co<i8t ; and that oar 
\hi|>» ot war ktv[> all their ships from coaiiDg to 
ihfii |K»itH. wlu'ivhy the (yirear is deprived of 
)jiaii\ ud\auttt;;vit. particuhirly of the proiiu on 
ihid luve^tiiieiit, with many other things too te- 
diiviH antl of tvK) liltk^ importance to mention here. 
'V\\i\{ ihei\'U|K>u he had tlion«j:ht it proper to write 
lo Uvkljiv Vdilir. now at Ai-cot, fully conceroiiu 
IhcM' niatiern ; thai he mi^ht lay a true state of 
ihc c\n^ bctV>re hi:* Kxet»lleney, and the French be 
lhtivb\ |Hx^\euteil in their designs of spiriting up 
iho N.dvb a^aiiut u» ; which they are aiminir at 
lu ho(K'« u> ixHMver their money ; to make it sn 
r\iiue lor their not pi»ying the large sums thfr 
(iivmuvUu\(to Heveral persona concerned with 
the Tuwiv » and to imiHido us in carryinj^ on oor 
Mi\\*nuenl» our smx^esj* in which under their pre- 
m*ul ouvumHiauiYH they cannot see but with the 
K^N^tcMt ixmivru, mul iheivfore spare no pains or 
\k^\^ \\s> uriirtw UMliietl to carry their point against 

«»S«tui\lay» MUh Vuguat, 1745. This evening 
MUt houHl \\\ our \\Hii\ f)\>m the Southward his Ma- 
JT»*tN'« %hu« * lSv*iton'* of fifty guns, Command- 
ed by tho IJight Uonorablo tlwKarl of Northesk ; 
nnd " la\rly'* of twenty kuuh by Captain Henry 
Ibwwrll ; tfu* former being wduted by the Fort 
Hllh thirteen ijun:* which weiv immediately retum- 
«hI. Went otr to the fornjer, Mr. Thomas Eyre, 
Ihiril of I'ouni'il reniilent ; to the latter Mr. Joseph 
Kowkr i wilh eoinplimen*8 from the President to 
thi* etmnnander^, who declined coming ashore in 
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obedience to orders from the Commodore to make 
the best of their way." 

" Monday, r2th August, 1745. The President 
reads to the Board a letter received from the Na- 
bob, in which he mentions his having sent Ilodjee 
Addee to settle the disputes, as he terms them, be- 
tween us and the French ; who being, as we sup- 
pose, greatly alarmed at our men-of-war being on 
the coast, are making an assiduous application to 
his Excellency for his protection ; and we believe 
the chief intent of this is to draw from us a pro- 
mise that no hostility shall be committed against 
the French ; of this we shall be further inform- 
ed when the President has discoursed with Hodjee 
Addee on the errand he is sent." 

" Friday, 16th August, 1745. The President 
acqxiaints the Board, that since last consultation 
he had discoursed with Hodjee Addee on the Na- 
bob's last letter, and the message he broujjht from 
him. Upon which he has occasion to observe to 
them, that what the Nabob expects from the En- 
glish seems to be very unreasonable, and entirely 
out of our power to comply with ; it being; no less 
than that there should be no hostility committed 
by the men-of-war in the road of Pondicherry, the 
ports belonging to the Great Mogul, or, along the 
sea coast ; although in his former letter he had 
only insisted on the land. Upon which the Presi- 
dent had told Hodjee Addee, in order for him to 
lay the same before the Nabob, that this was dic- 
tating to us in a manner it is impossible for us to 
submit to ; that he had been abready told the men 
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which are proper to be presented on such occa- 
sions, to the amount of about 350 pagodas." 

The letter of the Nabob to Governor Morse 
was as follows. 

" From l^ahoh Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder 
Suhah of the province of Arcot, Received lith 
August, 1743, 

" I have been lately informed that some En- 
glish ships are arrived in the road of Tevenapa- 
tam, with design to inflame your differences with 
the French ; and that they are waiting there for 
their ships. I have therefore ordered Ilodjee Ab- 
dul Hadee to deliver you my taukeed, to put an 
end to the dispute between you ; and desire your 
will, agreeable to what he will propose to you, 
avoid making any disturbance in these parts. 
Otherwise you will be called upon to answer for it 
hereafter. I have also laid my taukeed upon the 
French about this business, and by their letters I 
understand that they are inclined to peace. What 
can I say more ?" 

The following is Governor Morse's reply. 
" To Nabob Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder, 

" I have received your Excellency's letter, in 
which you are pleased to mention to me that the 
arrival of the English ships of war at Tevenapa- 
tam, had occasioned some alarm ; and that you 
had therefore sent Hodjee Abdul Hadee to me to 
deliver your taukeed to put an end to the disputes 
between the English and French. I observe by 
this that your Excellency is no stranger to the 
motives for their assiduous application to you at 
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bob, with his compliments, and to attend him to 
St. Thom^." 

"Monday, 19th August, 1745. Whilst the 
Board were sitting, notice was given by signals 
from St. Thomd of the Nabob's arrival ; whereupon 
he was saluted with sixty-one guns ; and before 
they rose the Chief Dubash and Mullah returned 
from thence, and acquainted the President that the 
Nabob had received his compliments in a very kind 
manner ; and on his arrival at St. Thom6 had dis* 
missed them with his in return to the President. 

" It being usual on these occasions for two of 
the Council to wait on the Nabob from the Presi- 
dent, Messrs EjTpe and Fowke were accordingly 
desired to go on that service, and to be ready to 
proceed to St. Thomd at three this afternoon. 

" The Nabob having with him his son Abdul 
Vahaib Khan, and Sampetrow his Dewan, lo all 
of whom we are by custom obliged to make pre- 
sents ; the President and Warehouse-keeper are 
desired to provide such things as they are informed 
will be most acceptable, and are to be met with in 
Town, to the amount of about 2000 pa^^odas in 
the whole ; including what small matters must 
necessarily be given to the under officers and ser- 
vants." 

" Monday, 19th August, 1745. At three this 
afternoon, set out for St. Thom^ under the usual 
ceremony, Messrs. Thomes Eyre and Edward 
Powke, with the President's compliments to the 
Nabob on his arrival there, from whence they re- 
turned about six, bringing with them a horse and 
seerpaw for the President." 
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" tains with Ma(leii*a wine for their own table 
** at prime cost," he has been under some doubt 
whether the commands of the Secret Committee 
under the 18th April 1744 " to show them 
all due civility and respect" would warrant so 
extensive a construction, as the providing for 
them at the Company's charge ; besides which 
it has been hinted to him, that Commodore 
Barnet has since his arrival dropped some inti- 
mation of his being told in England, it was to 
be so ; and expressed some uneasiness at his not 
having been made certain in that respect. lie, 
the President, therefore desired the thoughts of 
the Board, how it will be most becoming to act 
on the occasion. 

" A reference being thereupon had to the Pay- 
master's accounts. Consultations, and letters of 
3 722 and 1723, there appeared several items of 
disbursements on account of Commodore Matthews 
and Captain Main ; which indeed we don't find 
any order from Enjiland to warrant, nor on the 
other hand any disapproval of it from thence when 
done f and are therefore induced to believe it was 
at that time intended in England, that Mr. 
Matthews and the Captains with him, should have 
their expenses ashore in the Company's settle- 
ments defrayed at their charge. And though we 
are not the proper judges of the merit of the ser- 
vices this squadron has abeady done to our 
Honorable Master's aifairs in India ; yet we 
cannot help thinking those services, and the 
y.oal the Commodore expresses for the promoting 
their interest, will be seen by them in so fa- 
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Tourable a Vighi^ at to justify our putting that 

const nidiott on ihdr order ** to show the Cap- 
tains aU due civility and respect ;'* and upon tlie 
whok arc unanimously of opinion^ thai m-jien tliej 
are pleased to consider tbat a regard to tbeif rc* 
putation and credit is the only motive by which 
we are biassed in it, they will tiot be displeaaed 
at our taking that charge upon tkein. It is there- 
fore agreed to do tt» and the President b f desired 
as he sees occasion, to Batisfy the Ck)mmodore in 
any doubts he may diaoaver him to entertain on 
that score," 

•* Monday, S5th November, 1745. The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board, that he had receiveti 
advif^ from the Nabob's camp at Trichinojjoly, 
that a letter had been sent to the Nabob from 
Niiara-ul-Mulk, dirBcting liim to immediately re- 
pair to Arcot. and from thence to march and jmn 
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The Scarborougb, Captain George Westcott 
senr. 

Lincoln, Captain John Blake. 

Admiral Vernon, Captain Benjamin Webster. 
Kent, Captain William Robson. 

Eoyal George, Captain Thomas Field. 

" The Fort having saluted the King's ships with 
thirteen guns, which was returned by the "Har- 
wich," Mr. Savage went off to that ship, and 
Mr. Pigot to the "Winchester," with the Presi- 
dent's compliments to the Commanders, and to 
invite them ashore, which they excuse themselves 
from till next morning. 

"Thursday, 12th. This morning Captains 
Garteret and Lord Thomas Bertie, being come on 
shore were saluted with thirteen guns." 

"Tuesday, 17th December, 1745. About 11 
tills forenoon, anchored in our road His Majesty's 
ship " Deptford" Captain John Moor, under com- 
modore Curtis Bamet Esq., from sea ; being sa- 
luted before at anchor by the "Harwich" and 
" Winchester " which she returned them by the 
five C'ompany's ships, when at anchor by the Fort ; 
which, and the salute of the Company's ships, she 
answered separately. 

" On sight of the Commodore's broad pendant, 
Mr. Savage went off with the President's compli- 
ments, and to invite him ashore, which he compli- 
ed with at five in the afternoon." 

" Sunday, 29th December, 1745. The Presi- 
dent delivers to the Secretary to be read, the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter he received last night 
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under the command of Lieutenant Gingin, subject 
to the orders of the Deputy Governor and 
Council : to whom it is agreed to signify that, if 
they are not absolutely necessary ashore, we would 
have them sent on board the " Admiral Vernon" 
when she arrives there, and to continue on board 
whilst he is taking in her cargo for Europe. 

" Ordered that the said party of men be draft- 
ed and sent on board with the necessary provi- 
sions as soon as possible/* 
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CAFTUKE AND OCCUPATION OP FOET SAINT 
GEOEGS BY THE FEENCH. 

1746-48. 

Tn 1746, ibe first period in the history of Mad- 
ras was brought to a close. In 1745, the English 
squadron under Commodore Bamet had been 
cruizing off the coast of Coromandel and so far 
alarmed the French, that M. Dupleix had prevail- 
ed on the Nabob Anawarodeento interferefor the pre- 
Tention of hostilities. The approach of the North 
East monsoon obliged Commodore Bamet to take 
refuge in the harbour of Mergui on the coast of 
Tenasserim ; but in January 1746 he again re- 
turned to the coast of Coromandel. About March, 
Commodore Bamet appeared off Fort St. David ; 
and though Govemor Morse had given his aid 
to the Nabob that no hostilities should be carried 
on by land excepting in self-defence, yet M. Dup- 
leix thought proper to represent to the Nabob 
that the English at Fort St. David were preparing 
to make a land attack upon Pondicherry. Intelli- 
gence of this proceeding having reached the ears 
of Governor Morse, he dispatched the following 
letter to Arcot on the 17th March 1746. 
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*' To Jnawarodeen Khan Bahauder, 

Nadob of Arcot. 
** Your Excellency will be so good to allow me 
a pardon for giving you this trouble. But having 
been informed that the Governor of Pondicherry 
has lately represented to your Excellency, that the 
English at Fort St. David had a design to attack 
the Fort of Pondicherry by land ; which I suppose 
is done at this time to serve some purpose of 
theirs, or to make us appear to you in a false 
liglit, as persons that are not iuclined to show a 
regard to your commands ; when at the same time 
it will appear we have paid all deference to them. 
Your Excellency must have known this from 
Maphuze Khan, and therefore want no further 
evidence that the French some short time past, 
actually marched with a body of forces and large 
guns, and with other implements of war, to the edj^^e 
of the Fort St. David*s bounds ; but on the King's 
ships appearing off their port, they thought fit 
to call in their troops, being also persuaded 
thereto by Maphuze Khan, who also wrote to 
the Deputy Governor of Fort St. David not 
to resent this insult of the French. Your Ex- 
cellency will find his desires were complied with, 
and the Governor of Pondicherry must be left to 
answer for a conduct in express disobedience to 
your commands. The English have a just sense 
of the performance of their promises ; and having 
given them to your Excellency that they would not 
become the first aggressors, they would not 
offer to trifle with so great a person as your Ex- 
cellency ; and therefore they hope your Excellency 
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will suffer no insiniuitiont of our enemies to bave 
any weight with you ; but that the purity of our 
uitentions will be distingmshed in a favourable 
manner ; and that your regard for us will be still 
preserved, which will be always esteemed with 
grateful acknowledgments. May God Almighty 
long preserve your Excellency for the benefit ol 
your friends and country." 

On the third of April, Governor Morse received 
the following reply from Arcot : 

" F^am Nabob Anawarodeen Khan Bahauder at 
Arcot, 

" I received your agreeable letter acquainting 
me that you and the Governor of Tevenapatam 
pay a great regard to my orders, and have made 
use of no hostilities in his Majesty's sea port 
towns, and desiring that the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry may be enjoined also to behave in like man- 
ntstk This pleases me highly, and I assure you 
that your behaviour in every respect is very satis- 
factory to me. You may depend upon it, that the 
Governor of Pondicherry shall not be suffered to 
behave in a different manner. I have sent him 
my taukeed in sach a way as is necessary upon 
this occasion. Pray believe me to be your friend 
and let me have the pleasure of hearing frequently 
of your welfare." 

In the following April a ship belonging to Com- 
modore Bamet's squadron came into collision with 
a French ship in the neutral Danish port of Tran- 
quebar. The Frenchman had anchored in the 
port, when the Englishman, named the '* King's 
Frigate" entered the port likewise. The French- 
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man then commenced firing upon the English 
frigate, and some shot also came from the Danish 
Fort. Upon this the Frenchman was captured 
by the English bat driven ashore ; whereupon the 
Danish Goyemor of Tranquebar protested against 
what he called a breach of the neutrality, and even 
claimed the French ship as a wreck. The follow- 
ing indignant letter from Commodore Bamet to 
the Danish Governor sufficiently explains the 
state of the case. 
•• To Mr, Bonsack, 

Governor of Tranquebar, 

" If I could have got your letter of the 18th 
translated sooner, you would have had my answer 
to it before now. 

" The neutrality of your road I readily allow. I 
never intended the least violation of it ; and that 
it was not violated by my officers is fully proved 
by your own confession. You own the French ship 
fired two shots at the King's Frigate, when she 
was going into your road, and steering to anchor, 
in such a manner as coidd give no room to sus- 
pect any design of attacking the French ship. 
But those shots you say were fired as a signal ; 
a very extraordinary manner of making signals in- 
deed, and I suppose the several volleys of small 
arms, which she fired while the Frigate was an- 
choring, were also signals and not intended to do 
any harm. I am afraid, Sir^ it will appear that 
if you intended to maintain the neutrality of your 
road, you did not take the proper method. As 
the French Captain had put himself under your 
protection, and could be protected by nothing but 
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you alone are accountable for all that has happen- 
ed ; who instead of resenting properly the behavi- 
our of the French Captain, attempt to justify it 
by poorly pretending that the shot fired into the 
frigate were not designed to offend, but only 
meant as signals ; and then unjustly endeavouring 
to fix the breach of the neutrality on the English, 
though it is evident they never intended to com- 
mit any hostilities in your road ; and you may 
imagine that if I had been inclined to violent 
measures I should have gone to work in another 
manner. 

** I am surprized you could think of laying claim 
to the ship as a wreck. You say she was deserted 
by her crew. Was it because they were afraid of 
drowning in her P Did not the English drive 
them out of her and take possession immediately ? 
The ship and all that was taken out of her. She 
attacked the King's Frigates under your cannon, 
without any sort of reason, and is absolutely the 
property of the captors ; and from you I expect 
a fair and full account of all that was carried on 
shore that night, and that the whole, as well as 
the ship, be preserved as English property to be 
disposed off as I shall direct. 
I am. Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
Curtis Barmet. 

"Harwich," off Fort St. David, 6th April 1746." 
The foregoing letter, with copies of all the dis- 
patches which were exchanged on this occasion 
were sent home for the consideration of the Court 
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of Directors. The result is not recorded. The 
same month. Commodore Bamet died. The same 
month we also learn that Hobert Olive, writer, 
was posted to a place in the Accountant's Office* 
But great events were looming in the distance, 
and Olive was destined shortly to occupy a more 
important position. 

On the 30th of April 1746, the Consultation 
Books are brought abruptly to a close. From 
that date until the 13th of November 1749, there 
is a complete blank in the Consultations. The 
cause of this is fully detailed in the pages of Orme. 
In the opening of 1746, it was already known at 
Madras that a French squadron under M. Labour- 
donnais was preparing at the Mauritius with de- 
signs against the English settlements in India* 
In June the squadron appeared. Some obstinate 
actions ensued between M. Labourdonnais and 
Mr. Peyton who had succeeded Commodore Bar* 
net in the command. The result was that Mr. 
Peyton was compelled to sail to Trincomallee to 
refit ; and M. Labourdonnais after refitting at 
Pondicherry, sailed away to Fort St. Oeorge. 

The English now called upon the Nabob to 
fidfU his promise of restraining the French in 
their turn from committing hostilities against them 
by land. It seems however that Governor Morse 
failed to accompany this application with a pre- 
sent of money ; and consequently the Nabob did 
not interest himself sufficiently in the matter, to 
prevent the French from carrying out their under- 
taking. On the 1 8th of August the French squa- 
dron appeared and cannonaded the town of Mad- 
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ed upon for assistance) greatly oondaoed to this 
miafortane ; we shall gire an accouDt of what we 
know for certainty of their motions only, and 
leave your Honors to form judgment without pre- 
anming to give any of our own. 

" The 29th April, Mr. Bamet departed this 
life at this place, (Fort St. David,) when all the 
•hips were here or near us, but the " Winchester.*' 
Lord Thomas Bertie, who was expected daily from 
Bombay, and arrived the 25th May ; from which 
time Captain Peyton, who then oommanded the 
iqaadron as senior Captain, determined on going 
to refit his ship the " Medway," which was very 
leaky, at Trincomalle Bay on the island of Ceylon, 
and to take the whole squadron with him. The 
80th your Honors' ship the " Princess Mary" 
arrived ; on whom we had orders to send to 
Madras what bales we had ready, and to receive 
from Lord Thomas Berti^ sixty chests of treasure 
brought from Bombay on your Honors' account ; 
to keep what we wanted for the use of this settle- 
ment, and to send the remainder on t)ie " Princess 
Mary," but not to detain her longer in our road 
than the squadron stayed there. Li pursuance 
of which, we kept sixty chests here, and loaded 
the remainder on that ship, and prevailed on Cap- 
tain Peyton to stay till the 9th June ; but it hap- 
pening to blow very fresh at that timp we could 
not load more than two hundred and twenty- two 
bales, which as it has since proved was very for- 
tunate. The 9th she sailed for Madras under 
convoy of His Majesty's ship the " Lively" ; as 
did the rest of the squadron for Trincomallee. On 
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the 1 7tli Captain Peyton wrote to Mr. Hinde, 
(Deputy Governor of Fort St. David,) from Nega- 
patam, that as they were just got to the bay. The 
" Preston's" Bow-sprit was sprung, and she could 
cairy no sail ; for which reason they were ob- 
liged to bear away for that place in order to refit 
her, and then return to Trincomallee. On the 25th 
at daybreak, from the mast-head in Negapatam 
road they made out several ships in the oifing, to 
which they went out and found them to be nine 
French ships ; but the winds being very light, 
they could not get up with each other till half 
past four in the evening, at which time an en- 
gagement began, and lasted till about seven, when 
it grew dark. The next morning they were near 
one another, and continued so all the day. At 
four in the afternoon Captain Peyton summoned 
a Council of war, where it was agreed not to engage 
the enemy, but to proceed for Trincomallee bay, 
as the French did for Pondicherry, and arriv^ 
there the 27th. In the £nglish squadron were 
fourteen killed and forty-six wounded ; but not 
one killed or hurt in the " Med way." On the 
French side we cannot learn those particulars for 
any certainty. Their squadron consisted of the 
** Achilles, a seventy-gun ship, six Company's 
ships, and two country ships. The ** Achilles" 
with three of them left Europe together in April 
was twelve months. Two of them were returning 
ships, detained at the Islands (Mauritius and 
Bourbon) for this purpose, and all reinforced as 
much as they could there. Captain Peyton kept 
the squadron at Trincomallee till the beginning of 
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August, when he came on the coaat, and appeared 
off Negapatam the 6th. The French squadron, 
consisting of eight ships (one being gone to 
Bengal, and is since lost in that river with two 
hundred and eighty Europeans), weighed from 
Pondicherry the 24th July for the Southward ; 
and were then in that road, stood out to meet the 
English squadron, which stood to the southwanl 
from them, aud the French then returned. The 
7th both squadrons did the same, as likewise the 
8th and 9th. The lOth the English disappeared, 
on which the French returned, and on the 13th 
anchored in Pondicherry road. The 17th the 
eight ships weighed for Madras road, where they 
arrived the 18th and fired on the ** Princess Mary 
which was returned from the ships and from the 
Fort. Each ship gave her a broadside as she 
• stood to the Northward, and another as she re- 
turned, and then stood to the Southward 
again. We are since informed they had two 
motives for this expedition : one was to make 
a plea with the Country Government that the 
English committed the first hostilities ashore { 
and the other to see if Captain Peyton would come 
to our assistance or not. The 23rd, Captain Pey- 
ton with the squadron stood into Pulicat road, 
where he sent his Lieutenant Mr. Weeims on board 
a vessel in the road, who was there told of all the 
circumstances of their attacking the '' Princess 
Mary," and of their then being between Madras 
and Pondicherry. On which he disappeard, and 
has never since been heard of, or from, by any of 
the English ; though there has no cost or pains 
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been spared for that purpofse, as may easily be 
imagined from the scene of melancholy situation 
of affairs on this coast. The last letter that was 
received from any one belonging to the squadron, 
was from Captain Peyton to Governor Morse,- 
dated the 4th August, when he was just come out 
from refitting. This unhappy conduct of his so 
animated our enemies, that they determined on at-' 
tacking Fort St. George. We call it unhappy, 
because it has truly proved so in its consequences, 
though what reasons Captain Peyton may have 
had for this proceeding we know not. According- 
ly, the 2nd September in the morning they weighed 
again for Pondicherry. The 4th they landed their 
men at St. Thome and thereabouts, and the 5th 
began the attack, chiefly depending upon their 
shells. The 10th the Town surrendered ; but ott 
what terms, as we are not perfectly informed, wc 
shall not presume to trouble your Honour with 
flying reports. We are pretty well assured there 
are as yet no terms complied with, and that Mon- 
sieur De Preminil is gone there from Pondicherry 
to command the garrison. The 2nd instant the 
seven French ships in the road, having taken what 
quantity of money, goods, ammunition and stores 
they thought proper, were to sail the 3rd for Pon- 
dicherry, and from thence immediately hither to 
attack this place. But it pleased God that night, 
and the next morning it blew so hard as to founder 
the " Due de Orleans," their second ship in force, 
and two more. The " Achilles" of seventy guns, 
the Commodore^s, and only ship of consider^ 
able force, either cut away or lost all her mast^ 
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as did the three others ; so that 1200 men have 
perished, and the whole squadron is utterly 
disabled, and their design againsi this place 
rendered impracticable for the present ; though 
it is the opinion of most of our officers, that 
liad tliey come, we should have taken up more 
of their time than they had to spare. We 
have about twenty of the King's people, that 
were left ashore sick, who have put our gunroom 
in excellent order. Some of the people came to 
as from Madras though not many. The additions 
and alterations to our Fort within these twelve 
months, have made it infinitely more secure than 
it was. We have full six months' provisions of 
all kinds in the Fort ; so that we doubt not we 
should have been able to make a defence for a con* 
•iderable time had they come. They now talk of 
coming to us by land ; in which case we Uess God 
we are no ways apprehensive, but with the com-> 
mon protection of Providence, we shall be able to 
defend and secure this place till we are relieved ; 
for which purpose we assure your Honours, our 
utmost endeavours shall be used. Your Houours* 
vessels the " Mermaid" and " Advice Snow," 
were both taken by the French squadron in Ma-> 
dras road, and both lost in the storm. The '* Prin* 
eess Mary" was skuttled and run into the surf, 
but is since got oflF by the French. The ** Suma- 
tra" and " Brilliant" from the West Coast, passed 
by this road the 19th August. They were near 
enough for us to see that had colours out ; and 
we knowing the French squadron was off Coni- 
mere, or thereabouts, made a waft of our flag for 
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six hours, aud fired a gun, which the masters say 
they did not see, and sailed on into the squadron 
which having English colours they took for ours 
and were lost, but had time to throw their papers 
overboard. It must naturally appear to your Ho- 
nours, and indeed to all the world, a very extra- 
ordinary circumstance that the Nabob and coun- 
try government shoidd permit our enemies to take 
his advantage of us, when it has been obedient to 
their commands, and for the peace and welfare of 
their country alone, that has prevented the Eng- 
lish a long while from acting in the same manner 
by the French, and thereby putting it out of their 
power to give us this loss. The French say they 
had the Nabob's permission for committing these 
hostilities ashore ; and do not scruple to declare 
publicly they gave him 100,000 pagodas for the 
liberty of so doing, and when they lauded their 
people they produced his perwanna, which met with 
universal credit, though the Nabob now disowns 
his having granted any. Your Honours ma^ be 
sure, all methods that can be thought of have 
been used to represent to the Nabob the mon- 
strous injustice, as well as ill policy of this his pro- 
ceeding. To which he replies he never gave them 
any such liberty ; that his son was going to the 
assistance of Madras, but it was given up before 
he could get thither ; and assures us he will join 
with the English to destroy Pondicherry. This 
was the substance of his letter in answer to Mr. 
Hinde's remonstrances to him, and assures us of 
Ids assistance though at the same time he carries 
on a close correspondence with the French, 
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and expects no doubt hie share of the booty ; 
in which respect, it is possible, he may be dis- 
appointed. We shall not fail to keep on good 
tenns with him, though we cannot flatter our- 
selves with hopes of much if any assistance 
from him ; as nothing of that nature has yet 
appeared in consequence of his repeated promis- 
es, though we have been in daily expectation 
of our enemies appearing against us ; as no 
doubt they would before now, had not many 
unforeseen circumstances concurred to keep 
them much longer at Madras, than they or we 
could have expected after the surrender of 
that place ; and at last this for us most fortu- 
nate storm, which we look upon as a distinguish- 
ing mark of Providence in our favour, that greatly 
encourages us under out present difficulties : the 

earticulars of which we shall not take up your 
Conors' leisure with, as it is not now in your 
power to relieve us in time ; but we have wrote 
to Bengal and Bombay for that purpose, and hope 
they will have regard enough to your Honors' in- 
terest to succour us speedily. 

" On the 25th August arrived at Mahe three 
French ships ; one called the ** Centaur" of seventy 
guns, being of equal force and burthen with the 
" Achilles" ; one of forty, and another of twenty 
guns ; which three ships arrived at Pondicherry 
the 27th September, and sailed from thence the 
14th instant. Four that came out of Europe in 
company with them, are said to be gone for China. 
We have no news of the arrival of any of your 
Honors' ships in India. We hear from Mocha 
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that Mr. Adair died at Beethforckee, as did Cap- 
tain Wells of the " Pelham" at Bombay. We 
have had no news from Bengal this season. The 
" Mermaid's** packet coming from thence fell into 
the enemies' hands in Madras roads. " Suma- 
tra" is we heard designed from Pondicherry for 
Europe ; where the shattered remains of Monsieur 
La Bourdonnais* squadron is bound, or the above 
three ships, we cannot learn as yet. Fifty of the 
military belonging to Madras perished on the 
three ships that were lost ; the remainder they sent 
ashore and relieved them, as the people themselves 
say for being of assistance to them in the storm. 
There was not only a great deal of booty taken 
out of Madras on board those three ships, but a 
good deal was lost at the same time going to 
Pondicherry in open boats. The intercourse of 
letters between Madras and this place have been 
stopped, ever since the Town was invested. Only 
three from Governor Morse to Mr. Hinde having 
come out as yet from thence ; and the fear of 
their being intercepted occasions their being wrote 
only in general terms. So that we know not for 
certainty on what footing the Gentlemen there, 
are ; but Mr. Morse writes that Mr. De Young, 
tlie Dutch Governor of Pulicat, refused giving the 
women and children his protection, and sent them 
all back again, which was a great inconvenience 
to the place. Mr. Marsan, the Governor at Nega- 
patam, has been more humane, and has taken all 
the families from this place under his protection^ 
und treats ihem with great humanity. Immedi- 
ately on hearing Madras had surrendered, we came 
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to m resc^utioii of stoppiB^ tW iaTntnmt, as your 
CMh was TciT \am nyiet%i^ about 10,000 pa^^odas 
obIt ; tiioush tke nrn-iiaiiu hare had co aii«an- 
ces since we lecetTed tke silTer mentioDK^i above 
from BomhsT, whick was tiie begimung of Jane, 
yocwithsunrfiiig wkidi, and maoT oUi^ impedi> 
Bents which joor Hooofs maj be man falij ap- 
prized of hereafter, from our fetters between Mad- 
ras and here, we have about 1500 bafes ; and 
shall in Jannair be abfe to make them up 1,800 
to load a ship, pknae God, we hare any come to 
ns ; and had we money we could proTide much 



*' John Crabb, Qnaitcr Master of one of His 
Majesty's ships, hii¥ing littk money, and being 
desirous to secure it, we hare receired into your 
Honors' Cash 190 pagodas ; for which we have 
given him certificates of the reoapt, and request 
he may be paid in Kngiand the amount of the 
same." 

" Since writing the aboTe, we have received a 
fetter signed by Governor ^loane and the Gentle- 
men at Madras. In it is mentioned articles of 
capitulation for the ransom of that place ; whi(^ 
is all we yet know, and thought proper to advise 
your Honors of it. What the terms are we know 
not, but they are very ill kept by Monsieur Du- 
pfeix, the Governor of Pondicherry; who sent 
out three hundred men to surprize them on the 
way, which they did, and have carried them all 
prisoners of war into Pondichern*. The three 
nhips that we advised above to be saileil from 
Pondichemr, are returned with two of the dis- 
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nbled ships, so that are now in that road and the 
offing, five ships completely rigged, and five dis- 
abled besides small vessels." 

We are with the utmost fidelity and respect. 
Honourable, 
Your most faithful and most obedient servants^ 

John Hinde^ 
and Members of Council." 
Fort St. David, 17th October, 1746. 

Three months afterwards, namely, on the 10th 
January, 1747, another letter was dispatched 
from Mr. Hinde to the Court of Directors, which 
we give below : — 

" Our last address bore date the 17 th October, 
and went by your Honors' sloop the " Porto-bello," 
which sailed from Negapatam, the 22nd. Since 
the time your Honors* affairs on this coast have 
continued in the same uncertain posture ; as we 
have not been so fortunate as to receive either let- 
ters or succours from Bengal, though so near us 
and to windward, and we have been very importu- 
nate in our letters on this occasion. The only 
alterations in our favour since we wrote you last 
is, that we have prevailed with the Country Gov- 
ernment to declare in our favour ; and in conse- 
quence of it the Nabob sent his son Mahomed Ali 
Khan, with about 2000 horse, to our assistance 
the beginning of last month. Notwithstanding 
which, the French thought proper the 8th ultimo 
to come against us with their whole force from 
Pondicherry ; when we made the best defence we 
were able ; and notwithstanding they got as far 
as the Garden house, we had the good fortune on 
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ihe 9ik to drire tliem out, and conpel them to a 
▼eij precipitate retreat. In wUcii they had kili- 
ed aifeid wounded, bj the beat adTiee we can set, 
upwards of a hundred and serentj of their men of 
war ; and left behind two mortars, ail their am- 
Konition, and camp iomitnre, and erery thms^ 
thcj brooght bat the arms thej bore and some of 
them ; aifed oor loss was rerj inoonsiderable. The 
20th we are adriaed they fitted out a force by sea 
to surprize os that way ; but Proridence ctisap- 
pointedthem. Some of their boats were driren 
ashore, and their ammunition all spcnkd ; which 
reduced them to a necessity of laying aside their 
design, and patting back into Ariacopang river. 
The Sist we had a skirmish by land ; in which 
we again obtained an adTantage orer them ; and 
had we eren then been s uc co ur e d , your Honors' 
aflairs would hare been in all human probability 
restored in a great measure, if not altogether. 
The Nabob was so well disposed towards us, but 
as yet we have not had a line or any assistance 
from Bengal since Madras was taken, now four 
months. The Nabob's eldest son Maphuze Khan, 
is now joined bis brother, and the expense of the 
camp amounts to upwards of 6,000 rupees per 
day ; and they with reason grow extremely impa- 
tient, and we fear will quit our interest, if some 
ships do not appear soon to assist us. Shipping of 
all nations have long since been on the Coast, and 
to our great concern and uneasiness four of the 
French squadron are returned, and are now at 
Pondicherry ; one of them the " Centaur," the 
best ship they have had in India, and five more 
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ships in that road ; in all nine : and it is this that 
renders our situation so precarious, and for which 
reason we send this away in a hurry to Tranquebar, 
lest we shoidd be beseiged and deprived of an op- 
portunity of so doing. With it we send our con- 
sultations from the loss of Madras, which contains 
a journal of what we have done for the preserva- 
tion of the settlement ;♦ of which our utmost en- 
deavours have been employed, and we hope it will 
meet with your Honors* approval. We shall only 
add, we think it somewhat unkind in our country- 
men and fellow servants, to have abandoned us ; 
and that we will do all we can under these dis- 
couraging circumstances, and trust to Providence 
for the event. Hitherto we have been but at a 
small expense ; our presents to the country go- 
vernment not exceeding above 3000 pagodas ; a 
trifle not worth mentioning in proportion to the 
expense they are at, and the disquiet it has given 
our enemies, who trying all possible methods to 
make up affairs with them ; and the above circum- 
stances greatly facilitate their negotiations, as they 
clog the wheels of ours. We have in general terms 
promised in your Honors* name that we will not 
be ungrateful for any favours the Nabob inclines 
to show us. 

** Whilst the above was writing, a message 

* This will account for the blank in tho Consulta- 
tions already mentioned. Should this fall into the 
hands of an}' zealous antiquary in England, we should 
feel much obliged by his sending us copies of any con- 
temporary records which may he preserved in the re- 
cords of the late Company at home. 
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fsmc from the Nabob's tons, adrisnc tbst thdr 
f«tbrr WM aetiMllj tnaning whh tbe French, lad 
that ftrar pri^men were ieot to Pondkberrr from 
Arcoi : which nmden oar afinn «9o pmanons, 
that we shall onlj adrise jo«r HoDon of the ani- 
ra] of what shipping is eome to oar knowledge, 
and send this awaj io hopes of baring an opportu- 
nitj of writing again bj this ship a day or two 
hence. In the meantime we shall use allpossible 
methods with the Nabob and his sons, to hare 
r^i^anl to our interest according to their repeated 
promises, and to procorc the re-situation of Ma- 
dras as one of the terms if possible ; which they 
still promise, as well as security though their 
councils are so influenced by immediate gain that 
there is no depending upon them." 

About four months after the despatch of the 
aboTc letter, namely, on the 2nd of May 1747, 
another despatch was addressed by Charles Floyer, 
the ucw Deputy Governor of Fort Saint David in 
the room of Mr. Hinde who had died on the 4th 
April. From this dispatch we make the following 
cxtmrts : 

•* Since our last account of the melancholy situ- 
ation of this settlement which must certainly have 
appeared to be very precarious, we bad the mis- 
fotunc to be reduced to almost inevitable danger ; 
for as our security chiefly depended on the assbt- 
ancc of the Moors, we were soon brought to the ut- 
most extremity by being abandoned by them ; not- 
withstanding all the arguments and persuasion that 
could i>08»ibly be used in our parts to continue tliom 
in our interests. But the long delay of our ships, 
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with the uncertainty of their coming at all, and the 
frequent offers and proposals they received from 
the French, which arose to five lacs of rupees, — 
made all our endeavours prove fruitless ; as we 
coidd by no means think of making such offers, 
and if we could, they would have still outbid us, 
Having tliis advantage of us, that if they did not 
perform their promises they could not be in worse 
terms than they were. "Whereas we must literally 
have performed all ours. Upon the whole, on the 
i4th February both th^ armies of the Moors de- 
camped, leaving us wholly to ourselves. In which 
destitute circumstances, the French on the last of 
February came out of Pondicherry, and on the 
1st of March made another attempt upon us by 
land, bringing with them a force considerably su- 
perior to any yet sent, or we could equal in more 
than a quarter part. Nevertheless, on their ap- 
proaching near the bounds, we sent out all our 
peons, with one hundred European military, twq 
hundred Topasses, and some artillery, in order to 
repel them, if possible, or at least to obstruct their 
entrance for a while, in hopes of doing them some 
mischief, and that every hour might produce some- 
thing in our favour ; which, as Providence ordain- 
ed, it answered our intentions so well, that though 
we could not defeat them, our party engaged them 
80 warmly, that we had the good fortune to keep 
them from crossing Punniar river all that day, and 
to do them considerable damage. But night com- 
ing on, and our people noways equal to keep the 
field against such a superior force, were constrained 
to retire to the Fort. By which means the enemy 
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luui iUi i^u biri/l fell iiuA m^trt, vhmi n<«j on t^ 

aii Iki4:«r l/^jif/(#t Ui Ui« gjffdrri bcMiAe ; from vlMnce 
U Wfiuiii l$M¥t Uistti uaiinrtumUlt (tjf at to bare 
dliiire t\u:muwMV. Hut ii luippefied vcnr fortunate- 
ly, liefrifi: lliifV ioul tifiii: to nitMr any batteries or 
iu do inudi luifnage iti lli« buuniU, we had the in- 
fftlircitilile >«iy mid nattifaHion to discover nine 
Mil ill tilts ofliiig, wliit^h proved to be His Majesty's 
•i|tia4lruii under tluj ooniinand of Commodore 
(iritfiu. This, fur us most wrloome sight, made 
Ibtiin (|uii Ihisir quarters and betake to flight imme- 
di«U}ly. whioh they did so s|M»edily. that though we 
h«d ei^ht huudrtxl men landed with the utmost 
M|HHliUau bv the Commodore, in order to cut 
I hum off iu their relreal. \tM tKey were got so far 
on their w^y that it wa« lit vain to pursue them. 
Although their stay at the ganlena was very short, 
Ihoy took care lo do as much misekief as they 
OOuU iu the time, aikl burut several houses abocil 
the bouu'ii. but as these damages are nothing 
iu oomparisou to the ill consequences that mighi 
have uticudeil u* hail they wntinueil longer, eve« 
oue (hiY uxoxu, we have retison to bless God for 
opucunug thin oui>o more m manifestly and eriti- 
oaUy iu our liivour. 

** \Vc find fvom se\twal mstances m our late 
mibt'oi'tuuo^, that the Nabob and other principal 
persons of tki^ iX^uutry are of such an extreme lu- 
crative disposition, that there is no hopes of fxnin^ 
them slcdfa*t iu our interest by any other method 
but by tho tiorce of money ; and that they are so 
i^vceeding a>enicious (occasionftl bv the brsre prof- 
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fere they have received from the French) that 
nothing less than lacs will go near to satisfy them. 

** These are sucli large sums beyond what we 
think in our power to dispose of, that we never 
attempted to make them any such offers ; but as 
a means to encouragje them in our cause, we have 
several times promised them in general terms that 
your Honore will not be ungrateful for any 
substantial service we may receive from them : 
which, with some small presents we may make 
as a pledge of our sincerity, we hopcj will have 
the desired effect, and procure their assistance 
when required. 

*' The presents that we made them, whilst the 
Nabob's two armies were encamped without our 
bounds, for near three months, at an expense of 
upwards 6000 rupees per day in our defence, did 
not amount to above 40,000 rupees which in com- 
parison to the service they were of in defeating 
the French in their attempt upon this place on the 
9th December, we are of opinion, you will allow 
to be very inconsiderable ; and therefore pereuade 
ourselves it will meet with your approval. We 
endeavoured to keep them longer with us for our 
security, as we daily expected His Majesty's 
squadron ; and Mr. Hinde offered them 2000 ru- 
pees per day to stay only ten days, but he could 
not prevail on them. 

" Most part of the military that could escape 
out of Madras have come here, whom we have 
taken into service. 

" The officers are all with us ; who offering 
their service, as we were much in want of them, 






^ Tib 4«ferAr v!U»j«n nuC tuiuur^ ir w«ll m 

^ M«»< itjsJv tik<»: ,/.i^ 1*«^ '/ Usac «f.'M«waraL laii 

ikWy ^t*i f«i/l«> •*% *t 4 yf*«t k*:* to ££*d «a tke 

iKMOi^tw^ w^ tWI fb^k^ It <mr bvi»UK» fn>gk time 
|« tui»^ i/f %^ tb^ tf^r^C nakz^A of, br examinaiion 
i»f lb#; ^*^nsiksg^^^, trbo are nov betpaninz to 
tmat \mf^, dMiy ; aad m\uiiK%fr balance ve can 
liid ffiU ^bali (m duly rfcixiired ami accounted for. 
'* Tlw5 imtttt-jhtlinv^ (A the Freorb, both at Mad- 
IM ami htwiicherry, bare in general been so cru- 

• F'/rtijfi*t*ly th« cfmrniliztionn and most of the 
fUfwsni Uitt4sr% w^re rtmUrrtid at the Peace of Aix la 
CbafMilU. f Hb^rwuMr, it u evident, that the labuun of 
iha [rrmtnicomifilar would have been greatly dmpUlicd. 
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el aud inhumane, that they seem rather to hnitate 
n persecution than a war. They have refused the 
Commodore to exchange a single prisoner, not- 
withstanding the several they owe us, and we 
have some of theirs ; and on a sudden drove 
away all the women and children that had liberty 
to stay at the Mount : plundering them of every 
thing they had, and afterwards set lire to their 
houses ; and this at a time when they were pre- 
paring to come against this place. 

" They have been very busy in fortifying the 
White Town in Madras and have nearly destroyed 
the Black Town. 

" By the best accounts we learn from their 
own people that have deserted here, they have 
1300 Europeans in garrison at Pondicheny, 
and about 400 in Madras, besides a large 
number of peons and CoftVees at each place. In- 
deed they have so many people, that we may hope 
their numbers alone will tend to their distruction, 
as they are already in great scarcity of provisions. 
" We are not at present in a thorough capacity 
to make any material attempts against them ; but 
as soon as we may be better enabled by a reinforce- 
ment of the squadron or otherwise, Mr. Griffin 
has assured us, that no industry or endeavours 
shall be wanting on his part to revenge our past 
injuries to the utmost in his power. 

** We being lately advised, that Ensign Van 
Franken was very busy among the French after 
the surrender of Madras, and did actually give 
Monsieur De Labourdonnais a plan of the Town : 
for this and other misdemeanours by him commit- 
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ted, we have dismissed him from joar Honors' 
services, and sent him to Europe on the " Lap- 
wing ;" the Captain having strict orders not to 
let him go on shore at any pliux he may touch at." 
(Signed) 

Charles Floyer and Members 

of Council. 

The following general letters received from the 
Court of Directors in reply to the foregoing rt)m- 
munications, will sufficiently explain the progress 
of affairs as regards Madras up to the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle in 1748. They are also valuable 
as containing references to many important facts, 
which are not to be found in the letters which have 
been preserved from Fort St. David. The first is 
dated "London, 27th January, 1747," from 
which it will be seen that the news of the loss of 
Madras had reachedEngland within a comparitive- 
ly short period. 
*• Our Goremor and Council at Fort 8t, David. 

" As the Lieutenants on the Fort St. George 
Establishment did not forfeit their honor by its 
loss ; and on your continuing the officers in their 
former Commissions, the Lieutenants behaved very 
well in the two actions with the enemy ; we leave 
it to you to grant Captains' Commissions to such 
of them as you judge proper. Be sure to en- 
courage Ensign Clive in his martial pursuits, ac* 
cording to his merit. Any improvement he shall 
make therein, shall be duly regarded by us. You 
may rest assured that all the recruits we can raise 
shall be sent b\ every conveyance. 

" Having suffered greatly by the numbers of 
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priests and Popish inhabitants at Madras, who 
have acted a very treacherous part to us con- 
tinually in that place, especially when it was 
attacked ; therefore we strictly forbid your 
suffering any Komish Ohurch within our 
bounds, or any of their priests to dwell among 
yoti, or that religion to be openly professed ; 
and in case any Papists have crept into places of 
trust in our service, they must be immediately 
dismissed. You are not to deem this order to 
affect the Armenians of the Greek persuasion. 

" We are informed that although our late Gor 
vemor Hinde turned out of the Company's bounds 
an Italian Padre under a guard ; yet since Mr. 
Hinde*s death, by Mr. Lennox's influence, he was 
permitted to return. We are dissatisfied with 
that proceeding and require Mr. Lennox to return 
home. 

" Monsieur Labourdonnais, with five French 
ships, arrived from Loando St. Pauls at Martinico 
some time ago ; where he left them and retired to 
Eustatia, whence he took his passage on a Dutch 
ship that by stress of weather put into Falmouth ; 
where he was taken prisoner of war by Captain 
Bladwell of His Majesty's ship the " Mercury,** 
and will soon be conducted to London. 

" Whatever French prisoners, or other Euro- 
peans, shall be taken in their service, in case 
there is no opportunity to exchange them, we 
would have you send home all you can, upon our 
returning ships ; not sending more than fifteen on 
a ship ; detaining the others till an opportunity 
offers." 



i U' u« aI '>ii»i.iul Ia-iUm ffiHU tin Conn o" 

'//'/ //</! 4 ////// 4/^// ' i^nti*U u( /'art 6i. hanid. 

' yn ij*. you. i/f Aj*»il IttM, tliif *• i^ono IkJio" 
»■'' -j/ i/iiiuj^lJ u. )i>ui iMlvii'4M </ iJit J7tii Octo- 
1/' I '/l<' Hill] li) It (l« la fViiii) H(>iij bit V received 
I'l ii»iit«i. ^v> 1> 4tMi vuili Mill l»f Met l()ii tii.'il you had 
/•j'ul . ij lilt I'MMilMiitil luiiiiiiiutul ill |K»»se06ion 

|.l lit. I'i.ttt. Ill |li»>|)lMltt>i Ih&I, 

lliiiiii^ IiiImii (do »4iMM> Utio aoruniti (considers* 
Ihii \\s> li»iM j»h(^itl M |M>i|HU\ \\\\K\\\ mich n sur- 
jMl^iii,, ♦» kulnliMu \\\ \\\\\ rtll.Mi^ Hi iho loHM of Ma- 
ilhi' i>> «<MHMhih< l\^t ^1 \\\\\\ ouv Utvid tk'ttle- 

^\,|m\» -M^.l M»\\.n^.M tM >\^^ ><i iVxKkwdofjiU 

^oM.,:^^Nnts ,M V-,.N>v,s; x'^v^ivv N.-^i^i^i ^^Ji'^-^fKyk 
^.. \ ,^«•,1«l,.1^•^ ft- >i4|»» » m «^.. — ?<.^ ^ 
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many astonishing reports of the capitulation and 
ransom of Madras. We positively forbid you to 
enter into any treaty with the Country Govern- 
ment, or any other power, relating to the payment 
of any sum of money for the ransom, or for the 
re-delivery of that place. 

" And in case the Nabob should give us pos- 
session of Madras again, the eflects that we may 
have here must be removed to Fort St. David, 
keeping only a bare possession of Madras. 

** Although our late servants at Madras ceased 
to be so on the loss of the place ; yet we permit 
you to take in such of them as from their behavi- 
our you may think proper ; and to allow a rea- 
sonable subsistence to the rest if they apply for it. 

" As we have constituted Fort St. David to be 
our Head Settlement, we empower you to be at 
such expense in fortifying and securing the place 
that you shall judge requisite. 

** We have acquainted our 8er\'ant8 in Bengal 
and at l^orabay, that Fort St. David is constituted 
our Head Settlement on the Coromandel coast ; 
and that you are appointed Governor in Council 
thereof ; recommending it to them, as we hereby 
do unto you, to carry on a friendly correspondence 
with each other ; concerting the properest measure 
* for the promotion of our welfare, and the security 
of all our settlements." 

Our next despatch from the Directors is dated 
16th October, 1747. 
" Our President and Council at Tort St. David, 

" We have with great joy received advice from 
Bombay overland, of your gallant, brave defence 

52 
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ii:r:ui»: iht Tpnnwwl ntiempts of the French in 
Warn. lil. Mr <irifhii cHme to your relief; and 
Uui' I HT^AiL Siimnnr paid a due regard to your 
rriiTYscxiiaiim. in TPpairinc in the " Britannia" to 
voir fifiiij^nifTii. » iiirh will recommend him to our 
tuM^ur :iu >upn'} nt monry and goods by that 
Kiiii ma< (ioiihiir««> nf eminent aer^nec. Your im- 
uit*%:iBit umdiiir niiL despatch of her to us meets 
w\'A. 4»ii: t'u:iT! nppTohniion : and we doubt not 
bu: In inf iiii'iftsiiu: nf God upon your good conduct 
mid r^urarr. iha; wc an still in possession of the 
fK'ii.tnirin 

•• C^n OUT sTTi*nunu*> application. His Majesty 
hall '?>tTii rninousS phiK^ed to send a stronsj^ 
»nuhJroTi *v Mi»i:-nf-war under the command of 
lilt H.-^n.-^u'TiSif y%t*nr Admiral Boscawcn with these 
our Map*., m Ik TfoL thi* hcter is sent. Such of 
liicin ii< r*im< ; yi-»i,T place, the commanders are 
(»rcitT<\i 1? »hV.rfT ail our padet*, treasure, and 
cc»v^ils oil l»i-uirt. 1:110 \r»u, immediately on their 
fi^^I firrixxl . j*«« :o c»l«n your orders when the 
A J mini] h:.;h no funhfj srrxico for the ship." 

FroTr. Ttic lie \; ti-spajch. dated 27th Januan% 
174>. OUT n.nifTv iRi.i stv that peace was already 
lov^roinii in xhi- fiiTiirr. How much our readers 
arr indtke*! to that prjirc may be gathered from 
thf first claufk" 

** Otir Preitti^t «#•* ConvdJ of Fort S\ David, 

** It Ivinc stipu]At<\i in the definitive treaty of 
peace, that all Kecorilfs IvxAs and papers, are to 
W niutuAlly n^ton\l, wo do not think it necessary 
to send Copit^ of the Fori St. iieorge accounts, as 
in all proKibility >ou xk\\\ ha>o the originals. 
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" As we have resolved by the Ballot, that it is 
necessary for Mr. Morse to come home to give an 
account of his conduct at Madras, from the time the 
French took possession of the place ; you must 
give him notice to return to England by the next 
ships accordingly ; in the meantime during his 
stay at Fort St. David pay him the respect due to 
his late station. 

" In consideration of the long services of Lieu- 
tenant Ecknian, and as he is incapable through his 
great age for further duty, we have agreed to 
allow him a pension of 1 60 pagodas a year for his 
life ; to commence from the time he received his 
last pay ; and you are directed to pay it him 
accordingly." 

On the iOth May, 1748, the Directors were en- 
abled to announce that the treaty of Aix la Cha- 
pelle was fairly signed. We give the dispatch in 
full. 

" Our Governor and Ccuncil of Fort St. David. 
" Enclosed we send His Majesty's proclamation, 
declaring the cessation of arms, as well by sea as 
land, agreed upon between His Majesty the Most 
Christian King, and the States General of the 
United Provinces, and enjoining the observance 
thereof. 

"2. On a pcnisal you may perceive that by the 
preliminaries for restoring a General peace, signed 
at Aix la Chapelle on the 1 9th of April Inst, Old 
Stile, all hostilities either by sea or land against 
the French, are to cease in the East Indies six 
months after the said l9th April, which must be 
complied with accordingly. 
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•' a, An hontililica ore ccnncd, our ships must be 
tlr<nmloho(l (UriTtlv \\o\\\v to us after the 17th ol* 
1 VtolHM' \\v\\ , iu tlio uMunl umnncr ns before the 
coiwmouonutMil of i\w wnr ; by directing the C om- 
mnuiicni to nnn^HHl to our l»lnnd of St. Helena, 
nmi alVr ivm*»liinjf tlu^n* for n few dnys, to make 
lht» bo!»t of their way to the Downs/* 



Here thou wc bring to a clo$e the prpscnt 
•eric* of '' Annal* of Mntlras in the Olden Time," 
l^fce Ulnnir whieh the compiler originally propo«d 
lc» himself i!» now cx^wplctcti ; and the 6m ccntuiy 
<4 tW irttlcmcnt of the Knglisvh at Fort Sf. 
I%t\vr«c^ t^hioh hitherto W7»^ ncjirly a lilank in the 
liwit*'^ t^f liidia^ i* now a lixing and KreaUung 
tiaiTuvixT. 



*<D 



APPENDIX. 



[The following curious documents, illustrative 
of the very earliest condition of Madras, were ori- 
ginally collected with some others two or three years 
back by Mr. Iludlestou, the present Secretary of the 
Board of Kevenue, and printed in a pamphlet form. 
These extracts, together with Bruce's Annals of the 
East India Company, and some volumes of early 
voyages and travels, formed the authorities from 
whence the present compiler drew up the first three 
or four chapters of the first Volume of the Annals 
of Madras in the Olden Time. The records, from 
whence the extracts were made, extend over ten 
years only, viz. 1670-1679 ; and it was the 
original intention of the compiler to have repub- 
lished the whole as an Appendix to the present 
volume. Want of space however has prevented his 
carrying out this plan ; and perhaps, as the gene- 
ral facts to be gathered from the extracts are ex- 
hibited in the earlier chapters, there is less occa- 
sion for such a republication. The following selec- 
tion of the more important papers, — that is, of those 
papers which directly illustrate the condition of the 
old town of Madraspatanam, and the social man- 
ners of the earliest settlers, — are so well worthy of 
being preserved, that we print them here in extenso. 
They require but little comment ] their contents 
speak for themselves.] 
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No. I. Official Investigatiok into the Ai>- 

MINISTEATIOM OF MaDEAS, 1675~76. 

In the year 1675-76, tkit is, dming the Go- 
rerument of Sir William Langhom, Migor James 
Puckle was sent out by the IHrertors as a Com- 
roissioner to enquire into the state of the Company's 
affairs on the Coast of Coromandd. Acoordinglj 
Major Fuckle presented a list of queries to the 
Governor and Council ; and on the 2S^th Febroary 
1675-76, the queries, together with the repbes, 
were discussed in CounciL We extract the con- 
sultation. 

•* Plblic Consultatioks, Foet St. Gsoi^ge, 
29th Flbeuaet 1675 — 76. 

" Something by way of Queiy presmted to the 
Agent and Councell of Fort St. Geoigc, at a Con- 
sultation hrld there the 39ih February 1675-6, 
for Resolution on behalf of the Uonl^ F.ngli^h 
East India Company. 

"J f SiE Wm. l-ANr,T!nii\, GcfTfrtiOKr, 



5 I \\AiTFii ri.*>nu 

mtkXti h.vjiu I.- tiw t*.^ 'KV, «\»»»- 





:av 


%-v\,^ 


:l.tt»t a- 


lb*. 


fc^.V* 



.; A mw «k^ 



John Beidgee, 
Tim, AVilk£s 
Jacob Smith. 

1. Why thffr is 
iv^ I»cp5i«*r km rf 
;)v ships, ban;*, tts- 
K.^N \v xY^r arrive 
II h« r,w :»" Ma- 
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accordingly be put in practice, 
though hitherto it has not been 
done, the Justices successively 
continuing the same method 
which they have found iu use 
iu their predecessors times. 



(2.) Mr. JearHey and his 
nephew John Jearsey who 
serves him and has paid his 
fiuo to the Hon'ble Company. 
Tim, Sutton formerly Lieu- 
tenant, whose discharguig has 
been advised to them. 

Charles Ryley an old soul- 
dier here, but has laid dowii 
his arms and kee{>es a house of 
entertainment (upon sufferance 
having many children bred up 
Protestants.) 

Richard Monck, lately a pri- 
soner with the Dutch, marryed 
here, has laid down ai-ms being 
sickly, drives no trade that we 
know of. 

John Augur, an antieut man 
marryed to an Ejiglish woman, 
keepes a house of entertain- 
ment upon sufferance, having 
been long a souldier and no- 
other way to live. 

Booth Chaddorton came out 
a souldier near two years since, 
and lately had leave to serve 
Mr. Herrys, but ready to take 
up arms again upon occasion. 

(3.) The Portup:uezes and 
Mestizos were invited hither by 



of the Masters or 
Commanders, the 
place whence they 
come and whether 
they are outward 
bound. 

2. What English 
that are not in the 
Hon'ble Company's 
service do live or 
have habitations in 
the English or Blacks 
Towns, how they 
are qualified, what 
trades do they drive, 
to what valine, and 
what ships they are 
owners of. 



3. Why arc so 
many Portuguez per- 



buiW "l-o" t>'« "'■■ tbe Gunns cs, whilst ma.« 
„ c ff f .\';" ees Lath been Hsh arc neCLS 
""Iw .^ tl.o> doing the duty «^ ^.^e house. 

WeupontheoutworK*^^^^ 

Hon'ble Co^I^irapon their 

^bve o"ie' ^^^ it wiU be 
them, but we be"^"^ t,,em 

away, lor in au ^^ . . rjfie 

or plant upon it. g^ 

they have ptomi^y'^'^ ^ ^^ 

4y may the better ^^^ by 
M^Xt^ lett fail the 
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execution of their ConBultation 
of 28th September laflt> for the 
levying of only pagodaa 230 
upon the whole out Town in 
compensation of Mr. Thomas 
Clarke's houses near the Calde- 
ra point pulled down and Vero- 
na's expense in clearing the sand 
from the sea-wall during the 
warr, which had scarce amoimt- 
ed to two fanams per house ; 
and yet all the inhabitants, 
nay their own Merchants all 
but Cassa Verona, had shut up 
their shops and gathered up to 
the pagoda, and by intelligence 
their Iribes in the country had 
stopped all provisions from 
coming to Town, themselves 
being ready to forsake the place 
if the Agent and Councell had 
not timely pacitied them by de- 
sisting from the said leviation ; 
they did not value the summe 
but the precedent. 

In like manner was the king 
of Qulconda himself served 
abont that very time at his own 
city, upon the occasion of a tax 
imposed upon rice, and himself 
was fain send after them and 
appease them by fair words and 
good assurance for the future 
and with considerable Tashe- 
riffs to the chief of the Rice 
men. 

Not unlike the passage in 
London with the markett folks 
some 1 4 years since, upon an 
Act of Parliament a little too 
uneasy for them. 
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And moreover how ready the 
Mores and Braminj Govern- 
ment now are to lay hold of 
such opportunitys to raise new 
pretences, the annexed relation 
of the terms we now stand on 
with them will suffice. 

Pollepella Vengana pretend- 
ing to sell the King's paddy 
here customs free at their own 
rates, as in their own Territo- 
ries, and to re-impose an aval- 
dar, saying, the King and Na- 
bob who granted the cowl and 
phermaund are dead and gone, 
and this king not obliged ; as 
if himself had not confirmed 
it and received the mony. 

The Dutch not being able to 
gett a cowl for Poliacat, do all 
they can to infringe ours. 

(4.) The same answer as to 
the surveys may serve for the 
|iroposition nomber 4. The 
paddy g^und payee rent pago- 
das 40 per annum, lett out to 
Cassa Verona at the rate it 
yeilded the three years last be- 
fore it, and the Agent has seve- 
ral] times advertised the people 
who have gardened up and 
down the sands to take leases 
for their more quiet possession, 
but (saving six allready made to 
the English and others) they 
seeme to be rather willing to 
let them fall back to sand as 
they were, which would be of 
evill consequence to this place, 
being all on a loose sand where 



4. Why there is 
no survey made and 
taken of both Towns 
with the lands be- 
longing to them, nnd 
why those that have 
built upon the Hon'- 
ble Company's 
ground do not pay 
a n y acknowledge- 
ment, not a peper 
corn, for the ground 
their houses stand 
upon, nor have Leas- 
es with Covenants to 
muintniu kc, and 
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between the Bcorching reflex of why no Register of 
the sunn and the flying of the the names of the ten- 
sand, we shoidd be scarce able ^^^^^ and inhabitants 
to draw our breath, which was - . , 

formerly the cause of great atoresaid. 
destempers, sickness and mor- 
tallity, rendering the place very 
uncomfortable allmoH unhabi- 
table. 



(5.) The Portuguez &c., in- 
vited as they were, settled use- 
full and disarmed as the inha- 
bitants are, and the souldier 
out of office, and so firme a 
peace as between our Princes, 
with so great a dependance as 
they have on us more then on 
all other Europe nations in 
India, we humbly conceive this 
may bo suspended until some 
just occasion of jealousies at 
home or here. Besides that 
the great niunbcr is not of any 
single nation but of Topasscs, 
Mestizos, &c Converts, and 
now many Natives of this place, 
having no other country but 
this. 

And whiles the French have 
no Settlement near hand, the 
keeping French Padrys hero in- 
stead of Portugues, destmyee 
the encroaching growth of the 
Portugall interest, who used to 
entail Portugalism as well as 
Christianity on all their con- 
verts. 

(6.) The English who are fi. Whether any 
in the Gulconda, Visiapoxe*B of the Hon'ble Coin- 



5. Whether is it 
safe or convenient 
that considering 
about half the soul- 
diers of the Fort are 
Portuguezes, and 
more then half the 
inhabitants of the 
new Town are Por- 
tuguezes, and they 
now have two church- 
es nigh unto the Fort, 
where some thou- 
sands meet every 
weeke (besides 
French),that the said 
inhabitants should 
be permitted to dwell 
in said To>mi. 
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and MohgiiI*s services are sere- pany's servants be 

rail, bat generally dissr^tc, entered into the 

hard to reclaym aod leas worth -mf ^.^ ^^.^^z,^ v«-r 

H, except one Christopher WU- Mores £^ice ; how 

kins sent hence long since per to gett them Otl. 

order of the Agent, &c^ then 

being along with the Ordnance, 

whidi the Honl>le Comnany 

was necessitated to lend the 

king of Goloonda, which C. W. 

ia 1^ report a Tenr ^ood man, 

and it were rery desirable tiiat 

he oooldgett free, to come and 

end his daies amongst his 

ooantrymen. 



7. Whether any 
bad debts, and what 
they are, and by 
whom. 



(7- ) Here are'no bad debts 
in neither of these two last 
Agencys, all that are upon ac- 
count were made before that 
the Investments were under- 
taken by Timona and Verona 
in times of much less troubles 
then since have been, so the 
HonH^le Company may observe 
the difference of dealing with 
their Merchants joyntly or se- 
verally. 

It were requisite the Hon'ble 
Company would order the writ- 
ing of these debts off by Ac- 
count Current to profit and 
loss, being wholly desperate. 

^! ^.^^^r^'lf^" ''^"'^^"^ Its further desired 
to Mr. Clavell, the Agent and ♦!,„* «„„ «»c.«i„« 
Ccmncdl doe humbly conceive, ^^^^ ^^^ resolve- 

(1.) TTiata Chief has au- i. Whether Mr. 
thonty by the Charter to ^iavcU, Chief in the 
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adminiBter an Oath in matters 
of abuses and injurys to the 
Hou'ble Company, as more at 
large in tiie said Charter. 

(2.) As to the enordering 
the execution of the said au- 
thority he has the same order 
there that we have here, and 
4 as to what may dei)cnd on us, 
the Agent and Councell in their 
cenorall letter along with Major 
Pucklo will confirm the Honor- 
able Company's orders relating 
to his Commission, as amply 
and fully as shall be found 
l)ropper for them to doe. The 
matters objected to Mr. Walter 
Clavell, as we have received 
them, we have transmitted 
them to the Hon'blo Company, 
as they stand upon record m 
the Fort bookes ; who having 
now appointed Major Puckle 
to goe down and examine 
them, the Agent and Councell 
doe neither take upon them to 
acQuit or condemne, but whol- 
ly leave it to tho Major*8 ex- 
amination, whoso Commission 
shall be amply confirmed in 
the Fort Qeneral along with 
him, not finding any thins 
therein of misusing their Cash 
or pressing danger requiring a 
more hasty proceeding. 



Bay, hath power to 
administer oaths. 



2. If he hath, 
that he be thereon 
ordered not to neg- 
lect or refuse the 
same to all such as 
shall voluntarily offer 
themselves or be pro- 
duced on behalf of 
the Hon*ble Com- 
pany, wherein and 
how Mr. Clavellhath 
vindicated himself 
from those matters 
charged on him of 
arbitraryness in exe- 
cution of his ofiicc, 
mentioned in Lib. 
Consultation and 
Lib. Letters India. 

These querys pre- 
sented to the Agent, 
&c., 

per Wm. Puckle. 
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No. II. EuLEs AND Regulations 

Established By Sib William 

Langhobn, 1671—72. 

[The following curious rules and regulations ex- 
hibit the tendencies of the earlier settlers in a more 
striking light than could be done by pages of des- 
cription.] 

" By OBDER of the Hon'ble Sir Wm. Lang- 
horn, Barronett, Govemour and Agent in Fort 
St. George. 

In obedience to my Hon'ble Employer's orders, 
and out of that care I ought to take of the people 
committed to my charge, 

It is enordered and declared, that for preven- 
tion of disorders and for the preservation of the 
Hon'ble Company's Servants and Soiddiers of the 
Garrison from distempers and diseases frequently 
caused thereby, and by the unwholesome liquor 
called Parrier arrack, 

That from this day forward, no person whatso- 
ever dwelling within the priviledges of the Towne, 
who doth sell any of the sort of arrack made here 
or hereabouts, shall be permitted to sell or give 
entertainment to any of the Hon'ble Company's 
souldiers or servants. 

And that all persons keeping publick houses of 
entertainment, be prohibited after this day from 
drawing liquor for any person, after the usuell ring- 
ing of the bell at eight of the clock at night ; but 
shall desire all persons then in their houses to 
retire to their own lodgings and suffer them to 
tarry there no longer. And if any persons shall be 
found contemners of these ordci-s, they shall not 
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for the future be permitted to keep houses of en- 
tertainment. 

And for further prevention of all disorders and 
excesses and impoverishing the souldiers of the 
Garrison and others in the Hon'ble Company's 
servise, by encouraging them to the unthinking 
way of spending their wages in such disorderly 
manner upon creditt, faster than it comes in, to the 
mine both of their purses aud their healths and 
undervaluing of the punctual and boimteous pay 
of the Hon*ble Company's, which to all sober and 
discreet persons is not only sufficient for maintain - 
ance, but with any industry and beginning of 
their owne, enough to get aforehand in the world, 

It is likewise enordered and declared hereby, 
that no Victullar, Punch-house or other house of 
Entertainment, shall be permitted to make stop- 
page at the pay day of their wages or any part 
thereof, saveing only for then: dyet ; and^ according- 
ly order is given to the Purser to this eflFect, 
whereof all persons concerned are to take notice. 

W. Langhorn." 
Dated in Fort St. George, 

the %\9t of February 1671-2 



Fort St. George, the 18//* AaguH 1672. 
By orders of the Hon'ble Sir Wm. Lang- 
horn, Barronett, Govemour and Agent for affairs 
of the Hon'ble English East India Company in 
Fort St. George, for the receiving (**c) of the anti- 
ent orders concerning the marketts in Chinnapat- 
nam ; as they were observed from the beginning. 
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In Paddj BancksaH, the foraier allovanoe vvs 
— CTetome for the Genm pasrocU, for fxerr heapc 
of paddy, aot measmrp ; for Peddna^ the watch- 
■an, OD erefT greate ox-load of paddr, | mcasorp ; 
for small ox-kad, ^ iceasure ; for one light-hand- 
nde girle, for erery heape of paddy, t handfoll ; 
for the measorer, ererr pagoda, ^ measure ; at this 
nie was the former aUowanee : and if any offers to 
take more than this allowance, or make other al- 
lowanoethan this, their penalty shall be 12 pago- 
das to the Hon'ble Company, and they sludl be 
ponished at the Chowtxr besides. 

The former allowanoe in. the Chowtry for seve- 
lall sorts of gram and for oyle-seeds was— for the 
Genta pagoda, one handfoll ereiy saoe ; for Ped- 
dinagg the w^chman, two handfnll ererr sacc ; for 
one right-hand-side girk, one handfoll every 
sacc ; for the measmer, one handfull every sacc : 
and if any offer to take any more than this allow- 
anoe, their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the 
Hon'ble C<nnpany, and they shall be ponished 
at the Chowtry besides. 

The allowance of cowdonge and wood was— for 
every baskett of cowduoge, 2 cakes for the Gcntu 
pagoda ; for Peddinagg the watchman, of every 
baskett of cowdange, 5 cakes : and if any offer to 
take more than this allowance, or make any other 
than this allowanoe, their penalty shall be 12 pa* 
godas to the Hon'ble Company, and they shall be 
ptmished at the Chowtry besides. 

The allowance of seaffish was ; for every great 
nett, 5 ffish to the Hon'ble Company ; and to Ped- 
dinagg the watchman, 10 ffish *. and on the ffish 
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that they catch with a hooke, one ffish for the Com- 
pany and one for Peddinagg the watchman. To the 
washerman, barber, grave-maker, and severall 
other workmen, they are to give what they please : 
and if any one offers to take more than thb allow- 
ance or make any other allowance, their penalty 
shall be 1 2 pagodas to the Hon'ble Company, and 
they shall be punished at the Choultry besides. 
Copied from the originall and examined by me» 
William Rivett. 



Orders prescribed by the Hon'ble Wm. Lang* 
honi, Barroneit, Governour of Fort St. George, 
Maddrassapatam, Coast of Cormandell and Bay 
of Bengali, for Affayrs of the Hon'ble English 
East India Company, &c. 

1. If any that is on the watch or guard shall 
presume to lye of and not aske leave, he shall, if 
he be an OfRcer, for every such offence pay half a 
rial of eight ; and a Private souldier shall stand 
one whole day's sentinell in armes. 

2. That officer that shall conceal any sentinell 
that doth sleepe in the time of duty, shall be turn- 
ed out of his office and remaine a Private soul- 
dier. 

3. The same punishment to those that give 
the word to any but to them that it doth belonge. 

4. If any two or more persons shall dare go 
into the field to decide a quarrell between them by 
the sworde or fire armes, thereby contemning the 
course of justice, they shall for the same offence 
endure two months' Imprisonment, only with rioe 

54 
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nnd water : but if the party challenged shall make 
knowne the challenge unto the Officer, and appeale 
to him for justice, the doome shall be inflicted on 
the challenger only : the like penalty shall be in- 
flicted on all irregular persons who shall make op- 
position or resistance against those that shall be 
commanded to bring them into the Fort. 

B. Whosoever after having received merited 
punishment, shall disarme themselves and deny to 
execute the duty of a Souldier any longer, as di- 
vers formerly have done, such one shall be drawnc 
to the head of the troopes, and have his armes 
taken awny from him by a cooley, and in exchange, 
have delivered him a spade or the like instrument, 
with which he shall work for his victuals ; and 
his wages being suspended, he shall be sent home 
in the ^rst ship as a delinquent, if the Command- 
er's discretion admits not his submission and 
sorrow for his fault. 

6. If any in the Garrison shall resist or affront 
his Officer upon the Corps de Guarde, or sleepe 
being sentinell, therebye to endanger all our wel- 
fares, he shall for so great an offence be punished 
by standing three whole days, as according to for- 
mer custome, sentinell in armes for the first time 
from the date ; but offending againe, for every 
such offence shall ride the horse three days, each 
day three hours, and be confined a month with no 
other allowance than water nnd rice. 

7. It is likewise ordered, that both the Officers 
and Souldiers in the Fort, shall on every Sabbath 
day, and on every day when they exercise, weare 
English apparell : in respect the garb is most be- 
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coming as souldiers nnd correspondent to their 
profession : on penalty of forfitinsf one month's 
allowance on the Officer's part, and half a month's 
allowance on the Private souldier's part. 

8. Whosoever he be that shall attempt to get 
over the walls of the Fort upon any pretence what- 
soever, sliall for so hainous and grievous an offence 
be kept in Irons till the shipps arrival, and then 
his wages being suspended, be sent home for Eng- 
land, there to receive condigne punishment. 

9. If any private souldier shall interpose him- 
self whilst his Officer is correcting any other for 
his misdemeanours, either by unfitting words or 
actions, thereby to stay the chastisement due unto 
the delinquent, he shall for the first fault, stand a 
whole day as usually accustomed in armes ; but 
being found so to offend againe, for every time 
from the date after, shall ride the horse three 
houres. The like punisliment to those that will 
not obey their Officers when they command them 
to pass upon their duty. 

10. That when the Govemour &c. shall go on 
board, or abroade on horsebacke or in pallenkeen, 
it is thought fit, in respect of the small number of 
people, that not a man shall stir out of the Fort 
imtil the Governor returns home ; upon penalty of 
half a riall of eight for the Merchant and Officer, 
and a daye's sentinell in armes to the Private 
souldier. 

11. We doe expressly forbid all swaring, curs- 
ing, banning, or blaspheming the sacred name of 
Almighty God ; and whoso shall be found faulty 
therein, shall paye foure fannams each time ; which 
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eonrse working bo n/onnation in Lim, shall be 
sent for his country by the first shipp. 

12. Wee moreover forbid any Factor, Writer, 
or Souldier, or any whomsoerer under our com- 
Biand, to keep any woman for his beastly lust and 
eamal use ; and if from henceforth any such shall 
be known to be in the Towne, the woman to be 
turned out of Towne and whipt, and the man to 
reoeiTe eondigne punishment for entertaii&ing and 
keeping her eompany. 

18. No souldier is to dispute or contradict 
any order or command that he shall receive from 
kis superior Officer, upon forfeiture of all his 
wages ; imless it can be proved that the said order 
is absolutely destructive to the Civell government 
and saifty of the Company's Servants and Officers 
in this place. 

14. No person of what quality soever within 
tiie Fort, bemg within call, shall after nine of the 
docke at night pass the guard or sentinell without 
giving account to them about what he is goeing ; 
which refusing to doe, shall be kept upon the 
guard till morning to answer his contempt before 
the Governor and Councell. 

15. For the better maintaining of good or- 
der in this Ganison, if the Captain, the Lief- 
tenant, or any other Officer shall heare or cer- 
tainly be informed, if any under theire command 
gives his fellows the lye, whereby to breed 
occasion of quarrell, being a word of great 
contempt and indignity to the profession of a 
Souldier ; we order such a one to be made fast to 
a gunn and there to receive Tenn blowes with a 
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small rattan or cane, well layd on by ian Officer or 
either by him he gave the lye unto. But if the 
lye be given on the Corps de Guarde, to receive 
Twenty blowes ; and if the Officer shall connive 
at, or not throughly execute the said punishment 
upon such an Offender, he shall have a whole 
month's wages deducted of his accompt for each 
time he so neglected this order, and for not exe- 
cuting the said penalty for such an offence. Nor 
shall any Officer for any offence, give any Souldier 
more than four or five strokes for the present ; 
which if will not suffice, he is to be disarmed and 
committed to abide such due chastisement as the 
Chief Officer, with the advice of the other Officers 
in due examination, shall sec cause. 

16. That the Govemour be acquainted with 
the offence for which the punishment of the horse 
and such like graver punishments are appointed, 
before they are put in execution. 

17. Whosoever of the Company's Servants or 
Souldiers shall be absent from prayers on the Sab- 
bath day, or on the morning on Wensday, when 
not employed upon duty, shall for every such de- 
fault on the Company's servants part, forfeite halfe 
a lyall of eight ; and on the Souldier's part, to 
stand halfe a daye's sentinell in armes, according 
to former customes. 

18. No person out of the Hon'ble Company's 
pay, to keep house of entertainment, nor any un- 
marryed persons. None to be permitted to stay 
in any entertaining houses after the eight of clocke 
bell in the evening, Lodgers excepted. 

19. No entertainment on the Lord's day, to 
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any but their owne dyeters. No gaming at cards 
or dice allowable in any entertaining house. 

20. No one person to be allowed above half a 
pinte of rack or braudy, one quarte of wine ; and a 
greater number pro rata. Penalty upon the house- 
keeper, one pagoda ; upon the guests, twelve fan- 
nams each. 

21. It is ordered and appointed, that all the 
fines or penaltys that are imposed and shall be 
receired for all the Offences aforesaid, shall be 
kept in a box appointed for the purpose, for the 
use of the Poore, chiefly English, to be distribut- 
ed according as the Govemour and Councell shall 
direct. 

22. If any souldier or souldiers in this our 
Garrison shall, either in their drinke or otherwise, 
offer any offence to any of the Natives or Towne 
inhabitance, either by striking, fighting, quarrel- 
ing, or drawing of swordes, or the like unseemly 
misbehayiour towards any of the country people, 
wee order that all such irregular persons shall be 
brought to the Fort and there confined and exa* 
mind, and shall then receive such punishment as 
may be equivalent to his or their offences, either 
by standing centinall in armes, or being made fast 
to the breech of a guun, shall receive so many 
stripes as his Officers shall think fitt to appoint, 
not exceeding No. 10, unless the Govemour be 
first made acquainted with it ; or shall ride the 
horse so many houres, and so often as the Gover- 
nour shall think meet to determine. 

23. WTiosoever shall take any thing perforce 
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from any raarkit folke, pretending to have it at 
wliat price they please, shall pay double the val- 
ine. 

W. Lang HORN. 

God save the Kino. 
Copied from the originall and examined by me, 

William Rivett. 
These orders were taken off the Corps du 
Guard, and new Orders put up by the Governour 
and Councell. 

October 2%lh, 1678. 

No. III. Rules and Regulations for the 
Administration of Public Business, Es- 
tablished BY Mr. Streynsham Master. 

** Fort St. George, January 1677— -8, 

Thursday the 31st. — At a Consultation. 

Present. 

Streynsham Master, Esq , Jgent and 

Governour. 

Mr. Joseph IIymners, j Mr. John Bridger, 
Mr. Timothy Wilkes, | Mr. Jacob Smith. 



For regulating the Hon'ble Company's Affaires 
for the better carrying on the same, it is ordered 
and directed as foUoweth : — 

1. That the printed directions made by the 
Court of Committee in London, the 18th Decem- 
ber 1667, for the Christian and sober comport- 
ment of all the Hon*ble Company's Servants, be 
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hung up in the Chappell and dining roome, to be 
observed accordingly. 

2. That the Councell do meet to consult of 
the Hon*ble Company's Affaires every Monday and 
Thursday, and oftener as business shall require, 
and this entry is to be taken by all the Councell 
as a due summons ; yet the Secretary is hereby 
ordered himself in person, or by one of the Factors 
or Writers under him, to summon all the Members 
of the Councell every Monday imd Thursday, 
about 8 o'clock in the morning ; and every time 
any one of the Councell shall be absent, the Secre- 
tary is hereby required to enter at the beginning 
of such Consultation, these words : — " The whole 
Councell being duly summoned." 

3. For all monys to be paid out of cash, that 
the second or Book-keeper, with the Agent's 
leave, shall draw bills directed to the Agent or 
who shall keep the cash under him ; in which BiUs 
he is to express the partys name to whom and the 
account upon which the mony is to be paid ; which 
Bills, the second is first to signe, leaving room for 
the Agent, as is practised at Surratt ; and the said 
Bills are to be read and passed in the Councell 
every Councell day after any such are drawn, and 
the Secretaiy to noat the same accordingly. 

4. That the Generall bookes of accounts be 
ballanced the last day of April yearly and kept ac- 
cording to the method used at Surratt ; a pair of 
which bookes. Letter M., arc delivered to Mr. 
Joseph Hymnere for his direction therein. 

5. That the accounts of sallary of the Hon'ble 
Company's Servants that serve tliem in their Mer- 
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tcantile t^airs, be kept and entered in the GencraU 
bookes by the Booke-keeper or second, according 
to the Hon'ble Company's printed rules, and not 
entered in a paire of bookes apart by the Purser 
General, as heretofore. 

6. That the Warehouse keeper or third in 
Councell do keep Warehouse bookes, agreeable to 
the Hon'ble Ck)mpany's orders in their printed 
rules, for all goods delivered, received or bought ; 
and that he take and draw up the accounts and 
invoices of all goods sold or bought and packed 
by him ; from which accounts of the Warehouse- 
keeper, the second or Booke-keeper is to enter the 
same into the Generall bookes and the Generall 
invoices, they being his vouchers so to do. 

7. That the Choultry Justice, Customer, or 
fourth in Councell do take care to receive and ool« 
lect all the Kents and Revenues of the Towne of 
Madrasspatnam, except that of the Mint, and keep 
two distinct bookes of the same, one of the ac- 
counts of all petty land Customs received of the 
Indians, &c., upon goods imported ; at the begin- 
ning of which booke every year, he must enter the 
rates of the Customs, the manner of gathering the 
same, and in the booke, the particulars of the goods 
which the same is collected, and at the end of this 
booke, the particulars of the Come received for 
Toll in the Paddy Banksall and what the same 
was sold for, and also what received monthly for 
the Company's part of the Weigher's duty, and for 
registering houses, stands, &c. : and one other 
book of the accounts of all Sea and Land Cus- 
tomes receited of Christians and Indians upon 

55 
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goods imported and exported that is usually joyned 
together ; at the bejiinninor of which booke'also, 
he must yearly enter the rates, and the manner of 
collecting the said customes, and in the booke the 
particulars of the goods on wliich, and the men's 
names from whom the same is received. Also, he 
must take care to receive the Fraights due to the 
Hon'ble Company for all goods laden upon their 
shipps and vessells and duly to enter the same in 
this booke ; and in the said booke, he must make 
entry of all shipps and vessells that anchor in this 
port, the place they come from, the day they sayle, 
and the place they are bound unto. At the end 
of both bookes to make tables or abbreviates of 
every month's collections, that the whole year's 
Income may appear together and be more readily 
compared with the Generall bookes ; and he is 
alsoe to keepe the Register bookes for all private 
trade, as is appointed in the Indulgence of 1 6th 
November 1674, and notice thereof given at the 
foot of the said Indulgence, hung up in the Chap- 
pell. 

8. That the Customer, Mint Master (when 
there is one in that office), and Pay Master, or any 
two of them, do every Tuesday and Fi-yday sitt in 
the Choidtry to do the common Justice of the 
Towne as usuall ; and do take care that the 
Scrivan of the Choultry do duly register all sen- 
tences in Portuguez as formerly, and that there be 
an exact Register kept of all alienations or sales 
of slaves, houses, gardens, boates, shipps, &c. ; 
the Company's due for the same to be received by 
the Customer, and the Bills or Certificates for such 
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sales to be signed by the persons in the offices 
aforesaid, or any two of them. 

9. That the Mint Master (there not being one 
particularly appointed to that place at present, 
Mr. Joseph Hymners, who hath had it in his 
charge the last seven yeares, is desired still to con- 
tinue it until the Hon'ble Company's further or- 
der), do keepe two bookes. One of the particular 
account of the coyning of the Hon'ble Company's 
gold ; the other of the gold coyued for all other 
persons, and what the Hon'ble Company do re- 
ceive for Mintage duty thereupon ; and that he do 
not suffer any gold to be coyncd in the Mint, but 
what he shall make a due entry of in the said 
booke. 

10. That the Purser General or Pay Master 
do take charge of all stores, of all manner of ex- 
pences, buildings, reparations, &c., and of the con- 
cerns of Deceased men, and to keepe three bookei 
of Accounts and Registers, as followeth : — 

1. — A booke of the account of all the Ammuni- 
tion and Stores belonging to the Garrison, and 
the exigence thereof entered every month ; for 
which the Master Gunner, Gentleman of the 
Armes, the Armourer-smith and Carpenters, must 
give due and monthly account to him. 

2. — A booke of all expenccs of the Garri- 
son and other necessary and insident charges, 
in severall and distinct accounts. At the end of 
which booke to make a table of the whole year's 
expenses in severall colums, under the heads or 
titles used in the Generall bookes, by which tliey 
may more easily be compared ; and he is to see 
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thai the Stewards do ktepe a booke of the accoont* 
of the daily eipence of dyet for the CompaDj'* 
f^erall table. 

3. — A booke for Registering of Wills and Testa- 
ment and InYeutons of deceased persons, the 
moneys so received to be paid into the Company's 
cash ; and tn the same boK>ke to keepe a Register 
of Births, Christenings, Marryages and Burialls, 
of all English men and women within this Towne. 

11. That the Secretary do take care duly to 
tmnmon the Coancell erery Monday and Thurs- 
day morning at 8 o'clock as before directed, and 
to enter all Consultations m the booke appointed 
for that purpose, and all other oceurrenees and ob- 
serrations in the manner of a Dyary ; and also a 
Register of all Passes given ; and to take care that 
double coppy bookes of letters received and sent, 
be duly and fairly wrote by the Factors and 
Writers appointed thereunto, and roarginall noata 
and alphabetts made to the Consultation bookes 
and coppy bookes of letters. All the bookes to be 
finished the last day of December, yearly. One 
coppy to be laid up here, and one to be sent home 
upon the shipps ; and what most material! shall 
come to hand or be done afterward, to be sent in 
loose papers in the packetts to the Hon*ble Com- 
pany ; and that he take care to draw out lists of 
the Hon'ble Company's Ser>'ant8, in the forme 
prescribed by them, and all other English inhabit- 
mg in this Towne, to be sent to the Hon'ble Com- 
pany yearly, as they require. 

12. That all the fore-mentioned Bookes and 
Registers be every month (after the mouth is ex- 




APPENDIX. 437 

pired aud the needful eutrys made therein), the 
next Councell day after, brought to the Councell, 
and there read and passed, and the Secretary to 
iioate the same. 

13. That all the fore-mentioned persons unto 
whom the Bookes, Accounts, Registers &c., before 
directed, be incharged, do take care to gett dupli- 
cates of the same fairly wrote every year, with the 
transcribers names to them ; one of which dupli- 
cates to be sent for England to the Hon*ble Com- 
pany, and the other to be laid up in the Councell 
Chaml>er in the Fort, until the Hon'ble Company 
shall please to appoint the building of convenient 
places or offices for every one of the said persons, 
as the Booke-keeper, Warehouse- keeper, the Cus- 
tomer, the Mint Master, the Purser Generall or 
Pay Master, and the Secretary, wherein the said 
bookes and registers may be distinctly kept, and 
where the said persons may keepe such their busi- 
ness for the Company in decent order, and the 
persons employed under them may have con- 
veniency to write in, all which is exceedingly 
wanting at present, there being not one place 
within the Fort (but the Councell Chamber) fitt for 
such uses. 

14. For lessening the charges of the Garrison, 
'tis ordered that the two companies of Souldyers 
be reduced to 80 men each company, as was 
agreed in Consultation the 3rd March 1675, Mr. 
Walter Clavell and Mr. Wm. Puckle being then 
present at the Councell ; and there being 25 men 
above that number now mustered. Captain Oneale 
and C/aptain Lieutenant Betts were sent for and 
ordered to discharge them ; and to keepe in the 
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two companies no more than 89 Private centinells 
and Corporalls, l>esi(les Drums and Saijeants &c., 
as aforesaid ; and 'tis ordered that aboat 50 of the 
black guards or peons be discharged at this time, 
and so many in a month or two after as may 
reduce the number to no more than shall appear 
to be absolutely necessary, it not being convenient 
to tume off too many at once. 

15. That except by the Members of this Coun- 
eell, those that have formerly been in that quality, 
Chiefes of Factorys, Commanders of the shipps out 
of England, and the Chaplains, Rundells shall not 
be wome by any men in this Towne, without the 
flovemour*s permission ; and by no woman below 
the degree of Factors' wives and Ensignes' wives, 
except by such as the Govemour shall permitt. 

This last clause to be put up at the Fort gate 
for publike view. 

Streynsham Master, 
Joseph Hymners, 
Jno. Bridger, 
Timothy Wilkes, 
Jacob Smith. 
John Nicks, Secretary. 
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No. IV. "Rules and Kegulations for the 
(government of the Civil and ^Iilitart 
establised by Mr. Strbynsuam Master, 
lf»7S. 

[The followiuij niles and regulatioiis were esta- 
Ui:*hftl bv Mr. Streynsham Master in ibe room of 
th<y9« iusliuitcd by Sir William Langhora are 
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equally curious and illustrative. We extract the 
consultation in full.] 

"Fort St. George, October, 1678. 
Monday the 28th, at a Consultation. 
Present, 
Streynsham Master, Esq , Jf/ent and Governor, 
Mr. Joseph Hymners, 
Mr. Timothy Wilkes, 
Mr. John Bkidger. 
The Orders agreed upon last Consultation day 
for the good (xovern- 
The Orders for good ^^^^ ^f ^^ ^^ie llon'ble 

fuTired "" Company's Servants in this 

place being drawn up, were 
now read, severall amendments made therein, 
agreed upon and passed and ordered to be entered 
hereunder, and that those orders which concern 
persons in the Civil employments shall first be 
read in tlie Chappell upon Sunday next, and those 
orders which concern persons in the Military em- 
ployments shall be read to the Garrison upon the 
muster on Thursday next. 

Ordered that those orders put up by Sir Willi- 
Those Orders put up am Langhom in y* Corps 
~ - - - du Guard be taken downe 

from thence and copied in- 
to the Considtation booke 
of his Agency, thnt they 
may remain to be produced upon any occasion. 
(Signed) Strkynsham Master, Quvurnour. 
„ Joseph IIymners, 

„ John Bridger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes. 

„ John Nicks, JSecreCary. 



by Sir Wm. Lan^horii, 
to be copied m the 
Consultation booke of 
his Agency. 
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guilty of the following offences shall imdergoe the 
penalty s hereunto annexed ; — 

1. Whosoever (that lodgeth within the Fort) 
shall remaine out of y* Fort all ni^hi (without Li- 
^nce from the Govemour) or be found absent at 
the time of shutting the Gates after the Tattoo 
(without a reasonable excuse) shall pay 20 fanams 
to the use of the poore, or sett one whole day 
publickly in the stocks. 

2. Whosoever shall profane (he name of God 
by swearing or cursing, he shall pay foure fanams 
to (he tise of thef poore for every oath or curse, 
and in case of non-payment irfter demand, the 
said surame shall be levyed by distress, atid in de- 
fect of such distress, the offender shall sett in the 
stocks three howers. 

4. Whosoever shall be guilty of lying, shall 
pay foure fanams for y* poore for every such of- 
fence. 

4. Whosoever shall apeare to be drunke, shall 
pay 20 fanams for the use of the poore for every 
offence, and in case of non-payment after demand, 
the said summe shall be levyed by distress, and in 
defect of such distress, the offender shall sett in 
the stocks six howers. 

6. Whosoever lodges within the Fort (whither 
actually in the Hon'ble Company's service or not) 
that shall be absent from the publike prayers morn- 
ing and evening on the weeke dayes (without a 
lawfuU excuse) shall pay foure fanams for the poore, 
or be confined one whole weeke within the Fort 
for every such default ; and whosoever Christian 
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in y* Hon bie Campany's -enrioe in rlii;b Town (tsx- 
oept Papists) -hat -tbail be ibsent from the publiko 
prayers momnu; or erenini^ on the Loni's-day 
(without a lawfkil excuse) ihail psy foore fanaous 
for y poore for et^r siieh ik^uiit, and in case of 
Bon-payment afler demand, the anid wmme shall 
be levyed by tiiitress ind »ie c^ the olfenders 
goofis, and in default of such <iistresa, the offender 
shall suffer imprisonment ontill payment of the 
said summe soe forfeited by law. 

6. If any by these penalty s will not be re- 
daimeii from these vices, or if any shall be found 
guilty of adultery, fornication, uncleanness, or 
any such crime, and will not be reclaimed, they 
shall be sent for England, there to receive con- 
digne punishment. 

7. For the preservation of the security and 
good government of this Fort and Towne, it b 
ordered and declared that if any person whatso- 
ever living in or belonging unto this Towne and 
Government shall make any disturbance upon the 
Corps du Guard, or goe into the Field to deside a 
quarrel] with the sword or other arms or weapons 
or shnll attempt to gett over the walls of the Fort, 
or other Fortifications of the Towne, or shaU sell, 
emlM'zzlc, or ronvcigh away any ammunition be- 
longing to the Honorable Company, or furnish the 
foirmy therewith or with any other arms or ammu- 
nition, or shall keep correspondence with any de- 
clare<l Enemy to the English without the Govem- 
our*s knowUnlgr and i)ormission, or shall raise se- 
dition, uudto or abett any mutiny or insurrection 
a^usl the Government, or ^liall endeavour to dc- 



O 



APPENDIX. 



443 



stroy or to deliver up any Fort bulwart, magazine, 
house or place of strength, or any ship or vessell 
belonging to the English to any enemy whatso- 
ever, or that shall give any affront to the Govem- 
our, or strike the Govemour or any of the Coun- 
cell, or lay violent hands upon any of them, or 
conspire to imprison the Governour, or that shall 
committ any such like offence against the good 
and safety of the place and government, every 
l)erson or persons soe offending of whatsoever Na- 
tion or religion, whither in the Honorable Com- 
panies service or not, he or they shall answer for 
every such offence before the Govemour and Coun- 
cell, and shall suffer such paynes and penaltys 
for the same as is apointed in the Articles and 
Orders of this Garrison, or shall be otherwise pu- 
nished as to the Governour and Gouncell shall 
seem meet and convenient, and the quality and 
circumstances of the offence shall meritt. 

8. These orders shall be read in the Church or 
Chappell twice in the yeare, that is upon the 
Simday next after Christmas day, and upon tho 
Sunday next after midsumer day, in the forenoone 
after Divine service, that none may pretend igno- 
rance thereof, and all persons concerned therein 
are hereby stricktly charged and commanded to 
give due observance and not to act contrary to 
the same, upon paine of undergoing y* penaltys 
apointed, and suffering further displeasure, in 
confirmation whereof we have hereunto sett our 
hands and the Honorable Company's Scale, the 
28th day of October, Anno Domini 1678, and in 
the SOthyeare of the Haignc of Our Sovereigne Lord 
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-ttic quallity therefore of our place and iraployment 
requires, and in discbarge of our duty both to God 
and man, First, we doe Christianly admonish 
every one imployed in the service of the Honor- 
able English East India Company to abandon 
lying, swearing, curseing, drunkenness, uncleau- 
Hess, prophanation of the Lord*d-day, and all 
other sinful! practices, and not to sleep, be drunk, 
or abusive upon or absent from their watch, or 
from their houses or quarters late at night, nor 
absent from or neglect morning and evening 
Prayers, nor committ any offence to the dishonor 
of Almighty God, the corruption of good manners 
or against the peace of the government ; but if any 
will not heare us admonishing them, we doe (by 
virtue of the power derived unto us from the 
Honorable the Governour and Company of Mer- 
chants of London trading into the East Indies, 
and by authority of the King's Majesty's Koyall 
Charter to them granted) order and apoint that 
whomsoever shall be found guilty of the following 
offences shall undergoe the penaltys hereunto an- 
nexed : — 

1. If any shall profane the Name of God by 
swearing or curseing, he shall pay foure fanams to 
the use of the poore for every oath or curse, and 
in case of non-payment after demand, the said 
summe shall be leveyed by distress, and in defect 
of such distress, the ofifender shall sett in the stocks 
three bowers. 

2. If any shall be guilty of lying, he shall pay 
foure fanams for y* poore for every such offence, 
or stand six bowers sentinell in armour. 

3. If any shall apeaie to be drunke, he shall 
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pay 20 fanamB for tlit^ usg of the poore for every 
otleuc€j aud in caae of uoii- payment after demantl^ 
the tsaid iiumme shall be Jevyed by distress, and ia 
defect of Buch distress, the offender ahalL sett ia 
the stocks aix howers. 

4. If any (exeept Papists) that are upon the 
Guurd within y* Fort shall be absent from the 
pubbke prayers morning or evemng on y" weeke 
days (exeept a liiwfull occrtsion hindreth), he shall 
]>ay foure fanamj for the poore or stand six bowers 
sentinel 1 in armour for every sueb default ; and 
whosiotver Christiaas in the Hoii*bk Company^s 
service in this Towne or Garrison (except Papistss) 
that shall be absent from the puhlike prayers 
morning or e¥enirir| on the Lord's -day (without a 
lawful! excuse), shali pay foure fanams for the 
poore for every sueh delault, and in case of non- 
payment after demand^ the said sunune shall be 
levyed by distress and aalo of the olfeiidcrs goods 
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(Icrgoc the same penalty ; and if any shall ofifcnd 
herein when the Governour is out of the Towne, 
the penalty shall be doubled. 

6. If any Centiiiell shall be taken asleep whilst 
he is upon his duty or watch standing centinell in 
any place, or depart from his station before he is 
relieved, he shall pay one month's pay to the use 
of the poore and shall also ride the wooden horse 
three severall days, three bowers at a time, and 
then be confined a month in irons with allowance 
of rice and water and forfeit that month's pay to 
the Hon'ble Company. 

7. If any shall strike, resist, oppose or affront, 
his superior Officer in act or word upon the Corps 
du Guard, or in any other place, he shall be tyed 
neck and heels for two or three howers at the first, 
and be otherwise pimishcd afterward according to 
the importance of the fact. 

8. If any person shall create any disturbance, 
quarrell, or draw his sword upon the Guard, he 
shall be tyed neck and heels for the present, and 
afterward the case being examined, shdl be further 
punished as the fact may deserve. 

9. If any two or more persons shall dare to 
goe into the field to desire a quarrell between them 
with swords or other arms or weapons, they shall 
suffer two months* imprisonment, and be fedd 
with rice and water, and that two months* pay 
shall be forfeited to the Hon'ble Company ; but if 
the party challenged shall make known the chal- 
lenge, the punishment shall be inflicted upon the 
challenger. 

10. If any Soldier shall refuse to obey his 
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otherwise punisht for such his contempt at the des^ 
cretion of the Councell of Officers. > 

13. The Commission officers shall not faile 
to drill or exercise their Company's once a weeke, 
or at the least once in a fortnight, upon y* penalty 
of forfeiting one month's pay to the use of the 
poore for every such neglect. 

14. Whosoever shall attempt to get over the 
walls of the Fort, or any of the walls, curtains, 
or bastions of the Towne upon any pretence what- 
soever, he shall suffer one month's imprisonment 
in irons and be kept with rice and water, and that 
month's pay to be forfeited to the Ilon'ble Com- 
pany, or be otherwise punisht as the circumstances 
of the offence shall deserve. 

15 . If any Englbh or others sent by the Hon'- 
ble Company or belonging to the English slii|)S 
shall desert their service without licence, and vo- 
luntary retume and come to serve in this Garrison, 
such persons shall serve five years de nevo from 
the time of the said retume, the two first years as 
private sentinells at ten fanams per mensem less 
than the usual pay of the Garrison, and the three 
last years at the usiial pay ; and if any persons 
deserting the Hon'ble Company's service shall be 
taken and returned by force, they shall serve five 
years de novo at such pay as is before exprest, and 
shall also ride the horse for three days, thiee 
howers at a time ; and if any Officer or other shall 
know of any Soldier deserting his collours, or any 
other person being run away, and doth not imme- 
diately acquaint the Govemour therewith, he shall 
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abett any mutiny or insurrection against the Go- 
vernment, or shall contrive or endeavour either 
himself or intioe or corrupt any other to fire or 
destroy or deliver up the Fort, Towne, or any bul- 
wart, magazine, house or place of strength therein, 
or any ship or vessell belonging to the English, 
to any enemy whatsoever, such person or persons 
shall be proceeded against and suffer as Traytors 
to their King and country. 

21. If any oflScer shall strike a Soldier with- 
out offence jjiven, or otherwise accoiding to the 
use and custome of discipline military, he shall 
answ^ear it at the Counceji of Officers and mak« 
recompeuce for the same ; nor shall any Officer 
strike a private Soldier for any offence or fault 
more than three or foure strokes, and if the offence 
requires further or greater punishment it shall be 
ordered by a Consultation of the officers, and such 
officer as shall offend herein, shall give such rea- 
sonable satisfaction as shall be awarded for the 
same. 

22. He that shall take any thing by force from 
any markett people, shopkeeper, or other person, 
pretending to have it at what price he please, shall 
pay treble the value thereof to the party grieved ; 
and if any person shall abuse any of the Natives 
or Towne inhabitants, by striking, frighting, quar- 
relling, drawing their swords or the like, such per- 
sons shall be carried before one of the Justices of 
the Choultry, and being thereof convicted, shall 
be punisht as may be equivalent to the offence, 
by standing sentinall in armour or by lying in 
the stocks, and made fast to the britch of e gun or 
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and the chief ^nner shall have leave to goe upon 
their parole without the pass ; and if any under- 
ollicer or soldier shall have the Govemour's leave 
to lye out of Towne foure and twenty houres 
or longer, he shall find a man to serve in his 
roome, untill his retume ; and if any officer or 
soldier shall stay out longer then-ihe time granted 
by the Govemour upon paroU or in the pass, such 
a one shall forfeit his pay to the poore for every 
day he is absent beyond the limited time, and be 
further punisht as the offence shall merit. The 
Gentleman of the Armes for writeing those 
passes shall have half fanam for a pass with a sin- 
gle name, and oue fanam for a pass with more 
then one name in it, and one day's pay for a dis- 
charge of the sevice. 

26. All officers, soldiers and other persons re- 
ceiving the Honorable Company's pay within this 
Garrison shall apeare in person, and in case of 
sickness apoint one for them, and make demand of 
their pay every month upon call of drume on the 
pay day, and in default thereof they shall forfeit 
the same to the Hon'ble Company ; and the Pay- 
master shall suffer noe stoppage of any persons 
monthly pay upon any other demands or pretences, 
without the consent of the party, then for these 
following : — 

For Dyett mony not exceeding 40 fanams per 
mensem, which is to be demanded every month at 
the pay day, and if the Creditor shall deferr or 
delay demanding the same longer then two months, 
they shall stand to the curtesie of the Debtor for 
the payment thereof ; for doeing duty one for 
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(though not in Military imployments), shall breake 
these orders, that is in creating any quorrells or 
disturbance upon the Corps du Guard, or shall 
goe into the field to decide a quarrell with the 
sword or other arms or weapons, or shall attempt 
to gett over the walla of the Fort or other Fortifica- 
tions of the Towne, or shall embezzle, sell or con- 
veigh any amunition away belonging to the 
Hon'ble Company, or furnish y* enemy therewith, 
or with any other arms or amunition, or shall keep 
correspondency with any declared enemy without 
the Govemour's knowledge and permission, or 
shall raise sedition, make or abett any mutiny or 
insurrection against the Government, or shall 
endeavour to destroy, or to deliver up any Fort, 
Magazine, or place of strength, or any ship be- 
longing to the English to any their enemys what- 
soever, or shall offer any affront to the Governour, 
or shdl strike the Governour or any of the Coun- 
cell, or lay violent hands upon any of them, or 
shall conspire to imprison the Governour, or any 
such like offence against the good and safety of 
the place and government, every such person or 
persons so offending, of whatsoever nation or 
religion, whither in the Honorable Company's 
service or not, he or they shall answer for every 
such offence before the Governour and Councell 
and shall suffer such paines and penaltys for the 
same as are apointed in these articles, or otherwise 
as to the Governour and Councell shall seerae 
meet and convenient, and as the quality and cir- 
cumstances of the offence shall meritt. 

80. That these articles may be the better ob- 
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served, and thereby the Garrison and Government 
preserved in due order, the Govemour and Conn- 
cell having other weighty affairs to attend, have 
thought fitt and doe hereby order and apoint that 
there shall be a Councell of three or more of the 
Commission officers who shall sitt in some roome 
in the Fort every Tuesday at eight of the clock 
in the forenoone and oftener as occasions require, 
and such Commission officers not under the num- 
ber of three, all being duely summoned by the 
Provost Marshal] or one for him, are hereby au- 
thorized and apointed to take cognizance of, and 
examine offenders against these orders, and to 
award the punishments accordingly as is herein 
afterward limited and apointed ; in which Councell 
of officers, the Chief officer in degree of them pre- 
sent shall take the chaire, and the other officers 
sett according to their degrees, among whom the 
Provost Marshall is not to sett as one, and the 
Gentleman of the Armes shall always be the Gierke 
to the said Councell of officers, and sett at the 
lower end of the table to enter their proceedings 
and sentences in a Booke to be kept in y* Port 
Eegister ; and if any of the Commission officers 
shall refuse or neglect to attend at the said Coun- 
cell, they shall forfeit their office, or suffer such 
other penalty as the Govemour and Councell shall 
apoint. 

31. If any offence or misdemeanour shall be 
committed by any officer or soldier, which is not 
mentioned in these articles, or which shall happen 
between one soldier and another of this Garrison, 
the said Commission officers are hereby authorized 
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and impowcred to take cognizance thereof, and 
award such flue or other punishment for the same 
as is reasonable and customary, and as to them 
shall seem meet ; but this Councell of officen 
shall not take cognizance of any action of debt 
or demand relating to the Civil government, except 
any persons by consent of partys shall refer any 
such case to their arbitrament. 

32. All offences of a high nature and especial- 
ly being committed by any Commission officer, 
shall be tryed by the Govemour and Councell, and 
the Councell of officers shall not sett upon any 
great offence without first acquainting the Gover- 
nour therewith and receive his allowance to pro- 
ceed thereupon ; and when they shall have agreed 
upon any sentence they shall seud their clerke to 
inform the Govemour thereof ; and if any person or 
persons shall find themselves agrieved by tho 
sentence of the Councell of officers, they shall and 
may appeal from the same to the Governour and 
Councell, and then the case shall be heard and 
judged by them according to equity and the meritts 
of the offence; but for small punishments for 
misdemeanours noe appeals are allowed. 

33. Provided all ways that if any officer, sol- 
dier, or other person of this Garrison shall com- 
mitt any offence against any of the inhabitants of 
the Towne, or other person that is not in Milita- 
ry imployment, or if any such person shall abuse 
a soldier or other person of the Garrison, and in 
all such cases where any officer, soldier or other 
person hath complaint or demand upon any person 
of the Garrison, or any person demand upon a 
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soldier or officer, or other person of the Garrison, 
upon any action of debt, account, or such like re- 
lating to y* Civill Magistrate, the Conncell of offi- 
oers are not to meddle therein, but y* Justice or 
Justices of the Choultry shall take cognizance 
thereof, and award such fine and punishment 
thereupon as to him or them shall seeme meet and 
agreeable to law and equity, soe allways as apeals 
are allowed from such sentence of the Justice or 
Justices to y* Court of Judicature, as was ordered 
the 18th March 1677-8. 

84. And that all offenders against these orders 
may be duly punisht and thereby others restrayned 
from the like crimes, and soe the peace and tran- 
quility of the Garrison and inhabitants firmly 
settled, there is a Provost Marshall apointed, who 
by his commission and instructions is to take 
charge of, and safely to keepc all persons y* shall 
be committed to him, and to execute all sentences 
that shall be awarded by the Govemour and Coun- 
oell, or by the Justice or Justices of the Choultry 
or by the Councell of officers, and to doe all other 
things according to his said Commission and 
instructions ; and if the said Provost Marshall shall 
refuse to receive or keep any prisoner committed 
to hb charge, or suffer him to escape being once 
in his custody, or dismiss him without ordsr, he 
shall be lyable to the same punishment which 
should have been inflicted upon the party dis- 
missed or permitted to escape, or such other 
punishment as the Govemour and Councell shall 
think fitt ; and if he shall be negligent or remiss 
in his office and through favour or fear not execute 
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the punishments awarded as he shall be oommand- 
ed, for the first offence he shall be fined a month's 
pay, for the second, two months' pay, and for the 
third be put out of his office, or otherwise punisht 
as the Govemour and Councell shall think fitt. 

35. If any person being required by the said 
Marshall to assist him in the performance and 
execution of his office according to his commission; 
shall disobey or refuse soe to assist the Marshall, 
he shall forfeit one month's pay for the use of the 
poore for every such offence and be further punisht 
as the circumstances and quality of the offence 
shall deserve ; and if the Marshall upon needful 
occasion shall require any officer to send a guard 
for his assistance, and the officer refuseth soe to 
doe, the Marshall hath power to command the 
soldiers from the officer, and if any soldier refuseth 
to obey such command of the Marshall, the officer 
and the soldiers shall both be pimished as aforesaid* 

36. The Provost Marshall hath authority of 
faimselfe to take any person that shall offend 
against these orders and committ him to prison or 
put him in irons, and then forthwith he shall ac- 
quaint the Grovernour of the whole fact, and from 
him receive orders to present the tryall of the of* 
fender either by the Govemour and Councell, or 
by the Justices of the Choultry, or by the Coun- 
cell of officers ; but if the Marshall shall commit 
any person upon his own head that is noe offender, 
for the advantage of his fees only, which is a day's 
pay of the person committed, he shall be fined for 
the same as the Govemour and Councell shall 
apoint^ 
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87. The ManhaQ is to give notice to the Qo- 
▼eraoar and Councell, to the Justice or Justices of 
the Choultry, and to the Commission officers 
npon every Councell and Court day, of all 
persons that are under his custody, and have not 
received sentence, that the case may be examined 
without deby ; and he is also to acquaint the 
Govemour with the orders that he shall receive 
from the Justice or Justices of the Choultry, or the 
Councell of officers for the punishment of any great 
offenders before he executeth the same, and the 
Govemour and Councell may remitt the punish- 
ment or give such orders therein as they shall 
think expedient ; but small punishments for mis- 
demeanours awarded by the Justice or Justices or 
by the Councell of officers, he may execute forth- 
with. 

88. These artides shall be read every month 
at the head of the Company by the GenUem»n of 
the Armes upon taking the muster of the Garri- 
son the last day of every month (except it shall 
happen to be Sunday and then upon the day fol- 
lowing) to the end none may pretend ignorance 
thereof ; and all persons in the Honorable Com- 
pany's pay in Military imployment in this Garri- 
son, are strictly charged and commanded to give 
due observance to these orders, and not to act 
contrary to the same upon paine of undergoing the 
penaltys apointed herein and suffering further dis- 
pleasure ; in confirmation whereof, we have here- 
unto sett our hands and the Honorable Company's 
scale, the 28th day of October, Anno Domini 
1678, and in the 30th yeare of the Eaigne of Our 
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Soveraigne I-iord Charles the Second, by the Grace 
of God, King of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defender of y* Faith, 8m5. 



The Pay Master is apoint- 
edto collect the forfeitures 
to the Honorable Company, 
of which the Gierke to the 
Councell of Officers is to give 
him notice ; and the said 
Gierke is apointed to collect 
the forfeitures for the poore, 
and to render the same with 
the account monthly to the 
Overseers of the poore. 



(Signed) Stbeynsham Master, 
„ Joseph Hynmers, 

„ John Bbidger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes. 

(Signed) John Nicks, Secretary, 




No. V. The whole account op the HEVEr 
NUEs OF this Town, fob the yeab past, 
ENDING 31st Debembeb, 1678. 

Petty Land customs Pagodas 344 4 1 

ComforToll „ 10 25 8 

Share of Weigher's 

duty „ 32 1 5 

K^steriug Houses and 

Slaves „ 32 29 

Sea and Land customs. „ 2,803 10 8 

For rent of 6 Gardens. „ 6 18 

The Farm of Licenses 

for selling Liquors, 
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reoied for Pagodas 
205 per annain, re- 
ceived in part 

Verona k Co., customs 
charged in Jannary 
last upon goods for 
the year before. 

Mintage duties. 

Honorable Company's 
Gold. 

Particular Gold 

Copper cash. 



103 



1,526 21 1 



1,276 7 4 

1,609 13 

18 18 3 



2,890 3 1 



Total Pagodas... 7,259 6 2 

Expences of this Town for the same year. 

Cbai^gefl, Garrison. Pagodas 7,047 19 5 

„ General „ 2,179 16 2 

„ Dyett „ 1,729 18 4 

„ Cattie „ 231 21 

,; Merchandise „ 783 17 2 

„ Building and repairs..... „ 1,077 3 I 

Total by the Paymaster's books.. „ 13,048 19 2 

twsidea the charges of Sallerys, Presents, Wines, Arrack, 
Come, Powder, and Stores, Ac and the Pagodas 
1,200, paid the King for his halfpart of the revenue. 

It is ordered that this book do now end. The copy 
to be sent home to ihb Honorable Company by tliQ 
Ships, and a new one begun. 

Memo. No. 

Ships and Vessels imported this year 82 

Christenings this year.. 13 

Marryages this year 13 

Buryalls this year. 18 

PoHfios to shiiM and Vessels this year 17 

Passes to Men this year 6 
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No. VII. List op freemen living at Fort 

St. George Madraspatnam, January 

1678-9. 

William Jearsey, tnarrjed to a Dutch woman, 

Nathaniell Cholmley, 

Thomas Lucas, marryed to an Euelish woman, 

William Bellamy, his wife in fb^and, 

John Stephenson, marryed to an English woman, 

Thomas Heath, 

Richarde Monke, marryed to a Mustez 

Thomas Moore, marryed to a Mustez, 

Robert Freeman, 
10 Richard Abraham, 

Charles Metcalfe, 

Phineas Brewster, 

John Benson, 

Peter Rouland, 

John Humphry, 
16 William Taylor, marryed to an Englishman's 
daughter. 



List qf English Women unmarryed. 



Elizabeth Smith, widow. 
Catherine Barker. 
Sarah Rowles, widow. 
Mary Gainsford. 
Mary Eeeble, widow. 
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AbdulLabby, i.379, 400; 

ii 12. 

Abdulla Khan, ii. 187, 246, 

263, 268, 317, 325. 
Abdul Nabbee Khan, ii 

874 ; iii. 114, 124. 
Abdul Hassan,!. 82, 100, 
113, 164 ; ii. 185. 
Abyssinia, iii. 275 note. 
Acheen, i 883 ; iL 6. 
Addison, Mr. Gulston, ii. 
108, 113, 115. 
Addison, Mr. Joseph, ii 
115. 
Adventurers' Stock, i 215. 
Afghans, i 15, 162 ; ii. 248, 
253 note, 375. 
Aga Mokeem, ii. 99, 126, 
296, 380. 
Agra,i71;ii.94,188, 191. 
Ahasuerus, i 8. 
Ahmednuggur, i. 94 ; ii. 
93. 
Aix la ChapeUe, iii 406, 
411. 
Ajmeer, ii. 251. 
Akbar, i. 16, 186. 
Aldermen, i 198,225, 243; 
ii. IJ, 217 ; iii. 23. 



Alford, Mr. Henry, i 181. 
Alimerdy Khan, i 261, 271. 
Amboyna, i. 19. 
Ameer-nl-Omrah—seeHus- 
sein Ali Khan. 
Anawarodeen Khan, iii 

183, 279, 337, 345, 352, 

857, 368, 371. 
Anconah — see Goodee An- 
conah. 
Andee Chetty, ii. 62 ; iii. 71. 
Anjengo, i 824 ; iii. 86. 
Anne, Queen, ii 11, 217, 
Antiocl^ ii. 82. 
Arabs, ii 4 ; iii. 57. 
Arcot, i 310; u. 152, 183. 

242, 387, 417 ; iii. 114, 

179, 193, 221, 279, 365. 
Armaghmn, i 19, 87. 
Armenians, i. 220, 224^ 

262, 321 ; ii. 36, 67, 121, 

368 ; iii. 320. 
Amee, iii. 280, 
Assessment, i. 153 ; ii. 18 ; 
iii. 2. 
Assid Khan, i 263, 367, 

386, 408 ; ii 80, 94, 193. 
Assurance office, i. 207. 
Attinga, i. 325 ; iii. 86. 
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Campbell, Mr. CoUn, iiL 
H21. 
Candahar, iiL 184. 
Cauterbury, iL 177. 



~^ 



IKDEX TO THE THESE VOLUMES. 



469 



Carnatrc,i.71,858;ii 44, 
149, 215; iii, 114, 136, 
22a. 
Cashmere, i. 71 . 
Cassa Verona, L 80, 88, 

112, 115, 287 ;ii. 67. 
Cavendish, i. 5. 
Cawn Box, i. 263, 314 ; ii. 
93, 107, 180. 
Ceylon, i. 80, 75, 227, 401; 
u. 145. 
Chamber, Sir Thomas, L 
160. 
Chandragheri, Rajah of, i. 
21,72. 

Charles U, i 2, 27, 33, 56, 
73, 134, 139. 
Charles, Prince, iii. 89. 
Charnock, Mr., i. 210, 214, 
Cbot^n Kulick Khan —see 

Nizam-uUMiilk. 
Cheuglepnt^ L 83, 180,182. 
Cheuuapatouatn— fi/ei» Ma- 
dras. 
Chetty caste, il 228, 232, 
239, 329- 
Chicklis Khan — seeNizam- 
ul-Mulk. 
Child, Sir Josiah, i. 124, 
137, 150, 173, 194, 205, 
221. 
Cbitm, i, 12, 222, 340 ; il 

32, 384, iQt, 43a 

Chindadreepettah, iii. 128, 

U6, 289. 

ChiiiD atuml>co M o> idel i nr, 

i. 352 ; iii. 129, 145. 

Chittagong, i. 71, 178, 209. 

Chola, the Kingdom of, I 

22, 59 ; ii. 152. 



Chunda Sahib, iii. 140, 155, 
179, 223, 232, 237. 
Chungamon Fort, i. 291. 
Church, St. Mary's, i. 104^ 
107, 162. 266, 298 ; ii. 
124. 
Clivo, Robert, i 119 ; iii. 
347, 385, 404, 406. 
Clyde, Lord, iii. 14. 
Coja Nama Tolla Khan, iii. 
828. 
Coja Panous, i. 221, 329. 
CojaPetrua, ii. 369; iii. 
186, 29& 
Cojee Seerhaud, ii 240, 
246, 266, 266. 
Collet, Mr. Joseph, ii. 181, 
214, 235, 237, 273, 282, 
290, 296, 804, 810, 314^ 
316. 
CoUet'aPettah, ii. 816 ; iii. 
118, 127. 
Colloway Chetty, i 331 ; 
ii. 6{K 1U4. 229, 238. 
OomfvieeCaete.ii. 228, 282, 
23a. 
Comet) Newton% i. 123. 
Conunon Wealtii,. L 31. 
Conas, the Dutch Gover- 
nor, L 368. 
Conimere, L 217, 231, 368. 
Conjeveram, i. 22, 103, 175, 
182;ii. 91, 430; iii. 118, 
195, 302. 
Constantinople, ii. 7, 289 ; 
iii. 6U, 66. 
Contract, L 221 ; ii. 408. 
Cooke, Mr. Thomas, il 352; 
856. 
Coom, River, i. 263. 
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Ck>niwall, Capt. Horny, ii. 
141, 146. 428. 

Courtney, Capt. HerciUes, 
ii. 170, 175 note. 

Court of Directora, i. 6, 35, 
39, 47. 72, 80, 88, 101, 
120, 124, 134, 136, 150, 
173, 194, 221, 247, 249, 
817;ii.48, 83, 132,180, 
308, 350, 384, 432 ; iii. 
8,30,85, 112, 130, 177, 
233,341, 387,406, 411. 

Covelong, i. 179 ; iL 36, 
38a 

Cromwell, Oliver, L 18, 29. 

Cuddalore,i. 148,246, 296, 
325 ; ii. 158» 203 ; 
iii. 231. 

Cuddaiiah, ii. 130; iii. 114, 
124. 

Cnmmings, Capt., iii. 226. 



Dacca, L 173. 

Damalcharri Pass, iii. 191, 

223. 

Danes, i. 341, 385, 393 ; ii. 

180, 371 ; iii 100, 219. 

Davenport, Mr. Henry, i. 

869 ; u. 103, 199, 203. 

Davers Bart., Sir Robert,ii. 

337. 

Davers, Mr. Charles, ii. 

337, 340. 

Dawood Khan, i. 286, 326, 

844, 353, 858, 366, 371, 

377,385,392, 307;ii. 9,35, 

44,91,128,214,253,254. 

Day, Mr. Francis, L 19, 25, 

32, 58. 



Dekkan, i. 23, 71, 162, 
261 ; ii. 94, 188, 214^ 
248, 253, 318, 374. 

Delhi, i. 13, 15, 23, 68, 94, 
367; u. 114, 150, 186, 
214, 240, 257, 260, 267, 
308, 321 ; iii. 114, 184. 

DeniBon, Sir Wm. il 108. 

Diaram. ii. 282. 

Directors— see Court of 
Directors. 

Divy Island, iL 278, 282. 

Dixon, Capt. William, i. 
144;ii.40, 116; iii. 116.' 

Dolben, Mr. John, L 260, 
267,288; ii. 80,223. 

Dost Ali, iL 150 ; iii. 121, 
128,140,179,191,228. 

Drake, Circumnavigator, 
L 5. 

Dumas, M., iiL 39,214,219. 

Dupleix, M.,L 119; iii.376, 
378, 896. 

Dutch, L 3, 4,8, 10,28,80, 
88,45,74.77, 89, 182, 
157, 166, 192, 218, 228, 
271,868 ;iL 8, 14^ 196; 
iiL 219, 320. 



Eckman,Capt., iii. 98, 101, 
153. 
Edinburgh, iii. 88. 
Egmore, L 59, 118, 246, 

281, 371 ; ii. 14, 29, 189, 

327. 396 ; iiL 67. 
Elizabeth, Queen, i. 5, 8. 
Ellenborough, Lord, i. 14. 
Elliot, Kev. Uichard, i. 109, 
298 ; ii. 223. 
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Elliston, Capt, ii. 360,362. 

Elphiostone, L 82, 186 ; ii. 

94, 242. 

Elwick, Mr. Nathaniel, iL 

808, 329, 336, 850, 353, 

379, 381. 
Emaum Cooley Beagae, L 
293, 299,311,887. 
Emir Jiimla, ii. 250, 258. 
Emmerson, Mr. John, ii. 

272, 350, 888, 402, 418 ; 

iii 2, 6. 
English, L 8, 12, 19, 28, 46, 

73,79,99,118, 127,158, 

178, 210, 356 ; ii. 151, 

244 ; iii. 219, 411. 
Ennore,i. 144; iii. 283. 
Erskine, Mr. James, iii. 87* 
Esplanade, i. 188. 
Euphrates, i. 220. 
Eyre, Mr. Thomas, iii. 299, 
817. 



Ferishta, Historian, ii. 242. 

Feroksere, IL 184, 186, 
187, 189, 193, 196, 214, 
249, 251, 254, 257, 265, 
806, 819, 82a 

Fire Khan, ill 93, 299, 874. 

Floyer, Mr. Charles, iii. 
400, 408. 

Fort St David, i. 270, 296, 
825, 886, 866; iL 44, 71, 
158,164,171, 197,876, 
419; iii 178, 211, 281, 
887, 898, 408, 408. 

Fort St. George, i. 24, 38, 
54, 72, 158, 167, 180, 
282,254^810,386,406; 



ii. 8, 11, 14, 286, 800, 
390, 403 ; iii. 188, 211, 
231, 247, 292, 351, 385, 
405, 410. 

Fowke, Mr. Randal, ii.350; 
iii. 2, 8, 25, 35, 197, 245. 

Fowle, Mr. Edward, i. 149. 

Foxall, Mr. Sidney, iii. 271. 

Foxcroft,Mr., i. 21, 35, 36, 
37, 40, 72. 

Foxley, Mr. Paul, ii. 389, 
417 ; iii 101, 112. 

France, i 72, 226 ; ii. 212 ; 
iii 851,411. 

Eraser, Mr. William, i 169, 
191, 219, 335, 368 ; ii. 
55, 72, 77, 83, 117, 148. 

French, i. 72, 76, 78, 88, 
166, 186,217, 227,282, 
308, 885, 401 ; ii 14, 
196, 869, 433 ; iii. 116, 
843, 865, 885, 408. 

Fackerla Khan, ii 183, 
135 139 

Futta Smgh, iii. 285,' 241*. 



Ganges, River, ii 75. 

Garteret, Captain Philip, 

iii 875. 

George I,, ii 217,248 ; iii. 

86. 

George IL, ii 217; iii. 

86, 351, 411. 

Ghazee-ud-deenKhan — see 

Nizam-ul-Mulk. 

Ghaznavide Dynasty, i 15. 

Ghazni, ii 242. 

Gilbert^ Captain Thomas^ 

iii 137. 
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Oingee, i. 100, 218. 245, 
261, 299, 303, 315, 322, 
858 ; ii. 151, 161, 176, 
215, 374;iii 235, 328. 
OlaBCow, il 382 ; iii. 89. 
Qlencairn, XIII Earl uf, iii. 
87. 
Gomi.lO, 30, 273, 313; U. 
67, 329 ; iiL 116. 
Oodavery, I 22. 
Gkxxiee AncoDah, ii 378, 
380 ; iiL 70, 83, 8i. 
Goffright^ Captain Hichard, 
iii. 137. 
Oolconda,i.28, 71, 83,86, 
100, 127, 163,185,315; 
ii. 93, 100, 191,307. 
Goldsborotigh, Sir John, i. 
242,251,262, 267.270,271. 
Gopal Pundit, i. 147, 148, 
149. 
Goufldeen Khan see Ni- 
zam-ul-Mulk. 
Gr*y, Mr. Thomaa, L 208, 
219, 227, 251 ; ii. 168. 
Greville,SirFoulke8, i. 6,7. 
Griffin, Captain Thomas, 
iii. 872, 405. 
Goulam Hussein Khan, iiL 
121. 141 note, 236, 237. 
Guzerat^ i. 115 ; iL 93, 216. 
Gwalior, ii. 190. 
Gyfford Mr. Willianj^ i. 
120, 124, 126, 132, 139, 
142, 147, 166 note, 172, 
177, 178. 



Haja Raja, L 148, 213. 
Hale, Mr. Roger, ii 362 



Hamilton, Dr., iL 240, 254, 
266, 266, 267. 
Hanorer, ii. 217. 
Harrison, Mr. Edward, ii. 
108, 148, 160, 182. 193, 
206, 210, 218, 225, 228, 
285. 
Harrison, Mr. Samnel, IL 
409; iiL 299. 
Hastings, Mr. Francis, ii« 
189,310,816,827, 830, 
335, 339, 350, 858, 366, 
357, 368. 
Hawkins, Captain, u 44, 
Heathfield,Dr. John,L 146. 
Hebert, M., u. 176. 
Hedges, Mr., u. 245, 248, 
264. 
Henry VIII, L 16; ii 
248. 
Heron, Captain, L 872 ; ii 
846, 849. 
High Court of Judicature, 
L 104, 186. 
Hinde, Mr. John, iiL 328, 
863, 376, 887, 400. 
Hodjee Addee, iii. 164, 
298, 848, 860. 
Holcombe,Mr., ii 183,184, 
186. 
Holland, Captain John, iii 
257, 299, 817. 
Hooghly,i71,184;ii.l26^ 
188. 
Hubbard, Mr. James, ii. 
850 ; iii 2, 8, 94, 108, 
108, 240, 245. 
Hugonin, Captain Frans, ii. 
40, 200, 277, 286. 
Humayun, i IQ. 
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Hussein Ali Khan, i. SIO ; 

ii. 249, 251, 253, 257, 

268,270,317,320,823, 

325. 

Hyde, Mr. Samuel, UL 8, 

9, 25, 45, 95. 

Hyderabad, i. 23, 71, 100, 

163 ; u. 94, 374, 375. 

Himalaya, ii. 248. 



Ibrahim Khan, I 82, 213. 

Ignacia, ii. 216. 

Imaum Sahib, iii. 116, 

140, 154, 164, 186, 224, 

297, 309, 335. 
Ingeram, iii. 199. 
Inquisition Office, i. 316. 
Interlopers, i. 125, 132, 
152, 321, 827. 
Irak, iii. 274 note. 
Isabella, ii. 216. 
Ispahan, i. 221 ; iiL 66. 
Isuph Khan, ii. 150 note. 
Italy, ii 289, 



Jacob, i. 53. 
JadowRow, i 94, 95. 
Jaffier Khan, ii. 244. 
James 1., i. 17, 44. 
JamesIL, i.139,152, 173, 
205, 226. 
Japan, i 12. 
Java, i. 8, 28, 32, 79. 
Jedda — see Judda. 
Jchander Shah— see Moiz- 
ad-deen. 
Jehangir, i. 16, 17, 44. 
JeUalabad, iii. 184. 



Jemsheer Khan, i. 363. 
Jennings, Mr. William, ii. 
310, 350. 
Jerusalem, i. 10 ; ii. 242. 
Johanna, Island of, i. 229; 
iL 26. 
Joint Stock, i. 305 ; ii. 3, 

283, 428; iu. 71. 
Jones, Rev. Robert, ii. 
125, 140. 
Judda, ii. 4, 6 ; iii. 56, 270. 
Juddooram, iii. 83. 



Keebie, Mr. Nathaniel, i. 

61, 62. 

Key, EDsign Edward, ii. 

876, 877. 

Khan Colonoo Buggavan, 

n. 279. 

Khan Dowran, ii. 246, 

250, 252. 256, 258, 264. 

Khilji Dynasty, i. 15. 

Kistnajee Puntaloo, iiL 

221, 277. 

Kistnapatam, i. 897. 

Kistna, River, i. 23, 181 ; 

iii. 238. 

Knipe, Major Charles, iii. 

292. 

Koonugoree Timapa Naick 

— see Timapa Naick. 

Kulatti — see Collet's 

pettah. 

Kuttub Shah, L 71, 76. 



Labbee, M., ii. 43. 
Laboui^donnais, iii. 116, 
386,411. 
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Portman, Rev. Richard, i. 
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88 ; iii. 414. 

Pulicat, L 21, 26, 45, 74, 
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227, 333. 352, 397, 401 ; 

ii. 3,126; iii 164, 194, 

320. 
Pullein, Mr. Henry, i. 292, 

293, 294. 
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Quit Rent, i 209, 301,306; 
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Ragojee Bhonslay, iii 220, 
223, 224, 231, 240. 
Raja Rama Sing, i. 344. 
Rajahmundry, iii 1 83. 
Rajpoote, L 281, 367, 383 ; 
ii. 151, 215, 266. 
Ramapah, L 324, 361, 365 ; 
u. 109. 
Rama Raja, i. 213, 217, 228, 
261, 292, 324; iii 51. 
Ramayana, i 95. 
Ramsay, Sir George, iii 
. 88. 
Rangoon, i 16 ; ii. Z^4^ 
Rash war, i 215. 
Rawortb, Mr. Robert, ii. 50, 
55. 103, 114, 124, 144, 
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197, 211; iii 50. 
Red Sea, ii. 6. 
Richardson, Mr. John, i 
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Solomon, Mr. Henry, iii. 
101,103,11?. 
Somnaut, i. 14. 
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S. P. C. K., iL 178, 228 ; 
iiL 341. 
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24, 26. 
Staman, Mr., iii. 58. 
Stephens, Mr. Richard, ii 
409. 
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StevenHon, Rev., ii. 206. 
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118, 121, 147, 159, 175, 
180, 232, 293, 303, 808, 
816, 318, 327, 383, 845, 
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63. 74, 77. 91, 97, 101, 
121. 126. 183, 231, 299, 
379, 387 ; iii. 54, 258, 
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Styleman, Mr. John.i. 330, 
844 345 

Subder AH. iii. 140,' 154, 
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212, 223, 233, 235, 239, 
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Sumatra, I 8, 32, 144. 149, 
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214, 226, 360, 882 note. 
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Tandore, i 246, 823 ; ii. 

126, 286. 396; iii. 44. 
Tanjore, i. 322, 341, 400 ; 

ii 89, 184; iii. 186, 

234, 236. 
Tartars, L 12,21; ii. 248, 
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Teggapah Naick, i. 150 ; 

ii. 4. 
Tejah Singh, ii. 216. 
TelUcherry, iii. 56, 219. 
Temple, Sir William, L 73. 
Terwaddee. iiL 142, 148. 
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Thomas, Rev., iii. 49, 54, 

66, 329. 
Timmapa Naick, i. 62, 
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Timour, i. 13, 
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Tolasinga Chetty, iii. 211. 
Tombee Chetty, ii. 366, 
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58,263; ii 277, 286 ; iii. 
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130. 

.Will,u. 194, 338. 
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248. 
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Winter, Sir Edwaixi, i. 21, 

26,31,83—37,40,41,72. 

Wright, Mr.Thomas, i. 319; 

ii 338, 867. 
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214, 219, 227, 234, 242, 
247, 262, 265, 267, 268, 
288, 289, 291, 336 note. 

Yale, Mr. Thomas, i. 236, 
286. 



YeavelUppa, it 129, 130, 
Yembollum, ii. 162. 
Young, Oapt. William, i 
847. 
YouAgjMonsr, De^ iiL 895. 

Zackary, iL 347. 

Zenon de Beague, i. Ill ; ii, 
218. 

i^^nbalgh, Hev. Bartho- 
lomew, iL 177. 

Zoodee Khan, ii. 95, 99, 
106, 126, 188, 189, 246, 
250,252. 
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Mordan'fl Celebrated Ooods. 

Gold Pens, PEyciL Cases, &c. 
Tlic Everlasting Gold Sliji Pen, assorted ])oints, Gent's 13 lis., Lady's 11 Rs. 
MortlWrt ordinary Gold tens, P»s. 2-8 eaclu 

TJic GoM Magnum Bonum Presentation Pen, Barrel taatefnlly ornamonted, and Mot- 
toes Kugraved thereon, with Ivory handle, Ist Quality 'it Us. — 2nd Quality 15 Rn. 
ilaiiiliiouic Gold Pencil Casus a variety of x>atterus at 21, 35, 40, 45, 52, and 

05 Rs. each. 
" Victoria" Pattern Gold Pencil Case, richly Enamelled, with coloured gold leave*, 

and reserve for leadrt 75 Rg. 
** Victoria" Pattern Gold Case, Double Slides, Pen and Pencil same end, richly 

onaHKill'jd. with c ilouroil ^old leaver and reserve 100 Rs. 
La.ly's Ilandsorno Gold mounted Penholders, pearl handles, 25 and 35 Rs. each, 
(iolil Pen and Ponoil Case-^, with reserve, a variety of patterns, at 52, 65, 75, and 

85 Rs. each. 
Engraved Gold '' Ca]) Caie" for Pen and Pencil SO Rs. 
Ivory Pen HoltLrrs, with Pencil and Knife combined, gold mounted, 16 Rs. 

Mordan's Gold " Brequet" Oases. 

Gold " Tiiotor" Pencils, with reserve, 17 Rs. 

(Jold " Pistol' Pencils, lCll^MMVcd Butt, 35 Rs. 

(Jold ** Pi:.tor' Petioil, small 20 Rs. 

(J.)ld "Revolver" F*oucils, 4') R.^j. 

Oold " Cross" PiMijiN : (.!oloai>^<l Gold and Engraved Rose pattern, 35 Rs. 

'• Victoria" Pattern Gold Hr(i<[nr^t Cases with reveri<e, 32 Rs. 

Richly Enamelled Gold " Bre«iu«;t" Cases, 40 Rs. 

Jjugraved Gold, " Brcfiuet" Cises set with Turquoise at Rs. 30, 35 and 40 Rs. each. 

Plain (Jrold Watch Keys, each 25 Us. 

Silver Pencil Oases, Pen Holders, &c 

Silver Pencil Cases, a variety of j»attcrns, with reserve for leads from 4^ to 13 Rs. 

Do. do. with revolving top, 8 Rs. 

Silver Pen and Pencil Cases with reserve, at 10, 11, 12, 17 and 18 Rs. each. 
Silver Telescope and s[)i^il movement Pencil Cases, Rs. 5-8, 6 and 7 R». each. 
Silver " Cap Case," Pen & Pencil at 9 Rs. each. 

Pencils at 4 Rs. each. 

Silver Pen and Pencil Holder, with Knife combined, plain, 11 Rs. each. 

Ivory Pen Holder, with Pencil and Knife combined, silver mounted? Rs. each. 

Eliony, Ivorj' and Pearl Hanille Pen Holders, silver mounted 2 to 6 Rs. 

3 Inch Ivory " shut up" Rule with 2 Pencils (different degrees of lead) 7 Rs. 

3 Inch Ivory " shut up" Kule with Knife and Pencil, 7 Rs. 

Ivory Pencils, Silver mounted, to slide, 3 Rs. 

Ebony Pencils, Silver mounted, to slide, 2^ Rs. 

i*atcnt ever pointed Desk. Pencil, Ivory handle, silver mounted with inch soale, 4 Rs. 

Mordants ever pointed Wellington Pencils, Ebony, Silver movement, Rs. 24* 

Ivory ditto, Rs. 3. 

Mordan's Leads to suit any of the above Pencils. 

Tooth Picks. 

Palmer s Patent Tooth Pick, Ivory handle, gold point, 5 Rs. 
Mordan 8 Silver ditto. gold points, at Rs. 2^, 81 and 44 each. 

Mordan's Registered Union Scent Bottles. 

Fig shapeil i>attem, Ruby, Gold mounted 40 Rs. 
White Qlaas, Silver mounted 30 Rs. 

'*'- Letter Balances. 



For weighing letters, witl^ rt> 



J. HigginbotK 



8 and 10 Rs. 




